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You are cordially invited to attend
By Ryan Poe

In a less than two weeks, the 2020 Washington State 
Legislative Session will begin, and the advocacy principle 
of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers’ mis-
sion statement will kick into high gear with our annual 
Olympia Days trip. During this visit, a group of wheat 
farmers will attempt to meet with as many legislators and 
agencies as possible in two days to talk about the issues 
impacting wheat growers. I’m not going to go into all those 

issues; you can read about them on pages 12 and 20. Instead, I want to talk about 
who’s going with us. 

A quick look at Washington state’s legislative district map tells most of the story. 
Eastern Washington makes up about a quarter of the state’s 47 districts. The major-
ity are on the west side of the state, and I’ve heard talk that with the next census, 
Seattle could get another legislative district. People today seem to lean heavily on 
social media or television for information on key issues—especially when it comes 
to agriculture and food—and much of that information is flat out wrong. It’s up to 
us to show them the real facts and put faces on the people whose livelihoods can 
and are impacted by the issues they are debating. 

In order to meet with all those legislators, we need bodies. We’ll have multiple 
appointments happening at the same time over those two days, and if we don’t 
have enough people to fill those meetings, we lose an opportunity to share our 
viewpoint or correct a wrong perception. We especially need volunteers from the 
west side of the state. Legislators always want to hear from people in their own 
districts, and in fact, many times it’s easier to get an appointment if we can tell a 
legislator that one of their constituents will be there. This is a perfect opportunity 
for landlords, many of whom live on the west side, to participate, even if it’s only 
for part of a day or a single meeting. A grower or landlord can speak to how legis-
lation affects them personally, and how it impacts their family and their operation; 
I think that kind of testimony holds a lot of weight. 

A couple of years ago, a west-side legislator introduced legislation that would 
have required extremely restrictive pesticide reporting regulations. I think the 
idea came from an earnest (although misguided) desire to protect the public, but 
because this legislator didn’t really understand how farmers use pesticides, the 
legislation was far more harmful than she might have intended it to be. Thanks to 
testimony from farmers and pesticide applicators who were able to explain why 
the legislation would be so restrictive, we were able to compromise and end up 
with something that was beneficial to just about everybody.

I know the thought of meeting with a legislator or the director of an agency to 
discuss an issue that you might not fully understand can be intimidating. Don’t 
worry. The group gets together the night before our first day of meetings to decide 
who’s going to which appointments and to review our priorities. Our lobbyist and 
the staff of WAWG will be there to answer any questions. If you feel stronger on 
one topic, such as pesticides or how a specific tax could hurt your operation, then 
talk on that subject and let someone else speak on other topics you are less confi-
dent with. There will be other growers and staff with you to help you along.

If you are interested in taking part in Olympia Days Jan. 20-22, please join us. 
You can contact our office at (509) 659-0610 with any questions. I hope to see you 
there.  

President’s Perspective
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2020 To-Do List
✓Oppose mandatory carbon regulations✓Save the dams!✓Get trade deals passed!
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WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Return this form with your check to: 
WAWG • 109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169. 
Or call 877-740-2666 and use your credit card to enroll by phone.

 Student $75

 Grower $125

 Landlord $125

 Industry Associate $150

Please check level of membership

Name

Farm or Business

Address

City

State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

County Affiliation (if none, write state)

Circle all that apply:
Producer Landlord Individual Industry Rep. Business Owner Student Other

We fight every day to ensure that life on the 
family farm continues to prosper and grow. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

Thank you to our 
current members

Grower or Landlord $125
Family $200 
(2 family members)
Partnership $500 
(1-5 family members)
Convention $600 
 (2 individuals)
Lifetime $2,500 
 (1 individual)
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LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

Producer/Landowners (Voting Membership)

Washington Association
of Wheat Growers

     109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169 
509-659-0610 • 877-740-2666 • 509-659-4302 (fax)

www.wawg.org

More member benefits:  
• Greensheet ALERTS  •  WAWG updates
• Voice to WAWG through opinion surveys 
• National Wheat Grower updates
• State and national legislative updates

Call 877-740-2666 or visit www.wawg.org

Non-Voting Membership
Student $75
Industry Associate $150

 X X X
 X X X

✔ Preserving the Snake River dams.

✔  Maintaining a safe and sound 
transportation system that includes rail, 
river and roads.

✔  Establishing favorable trade agreements.

✔  Fighting mandatory carbon emission 
regulations.

✔  Fighting unreasonable notification and 
reporting requirements for pesticide 
applications.

WAWG’s current top priorities are:

If these issues are important to your operation, become a member today 
and help us educate our legislators and advocate for agriculture.  

We are making sure the wheat industry’s voice is heard.

  Family $200 (up to 2 members)

  Partnership $500 (up to 5 partners)

 Convention $600

 Lifetime $2,500
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WAWG   WORKat
ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

Dams draft report 
released; public 
asked to comment

A draft report on the impacts of 
breaching the lower Snake River 
dams, which was commissioned by 
the Governor’s Office last year, has 
been released and is open for public 
comment.

The report can be accessed at  
lsrdstakeholderprocess.org. 
Directions for submitting comments, 
either electronically or by mail, are 
included on the website. Public com-
ments will be accepted through Jan. 
24. There will also be three public 
workshops on the draft report:

• Jan. 7 in Clarkston, Wash.;
• Jan. 9 in Vancouver, Wash.; and
• Jan. 13 in the Tri-Cities.
The public can also complete an 

online questionnaire (available at 
lsrdstakeholderprocess.org).

The report states that three themes 
emerged from interviews:

•  There are significantly differ-
ent views of the impacts from 
breaching the dams on salmon, 
orca, agriculture, transportation 
and economics. More informa-
tion is needed to create opportu-
nities for greater understanding. 

•  Energy, transportation, agricul-
ture, salmon and orca are com-
plex issues and decisions about 
the lower Snake River dams 
need to consider the broader sys-
tems and context for each. Each 
issue is dynamic, future changes 
may provide more options as 
well as more challenges. 

•  People across the diversity of in-

Volunteers needed for county 
representation at Olympia Days

The Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) is looking for 
volunteers to attend Olympia Days Jan. 20-22, 2020. We will be making 
a large number of appointments with various legislators and will need 
county representation to make our meetings effective. Talking points are 
provided, and all meetings have at least two growers and/or staff in them.

 Please RSVP to Lori Williams at lori@wawg.org as soon as possible so 
that we can get a head count for the event. If you have any questions, please 
contact the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610.

Growers should plan to arrive on Monday, Jan. 20, in time for a 5:30 
p.m. dinner and briefing with WAWG’s lobbyist, Diana Carlen. We will 
be assigning growers to legislative meetings and reviewing our priorities. 
The next day, Jan. 21, will be visits with legislators and agencies, with a 
legislative reception in the evening. Growers will have legislative meetings 
through noon of the next day, Jan. 22, before traveling home.  

terests expressed the desire to have more informed and respectful conversa-
tions. Given that issues around the lower Snake River dams have long been 
in litigation, the ability for shared learning, collaborative problem-solving 
and a new dialogue has so far been limited. Many of those interviewed are 
hopeful about the significant benefits a collaborative dialogue could offer

The report does not make any recommendations on whether or not the dams 
should be breached, but summarizes the views of those that were interviewed. 
The report also states that Washington Gov. Jay Inslee will use the report to “…
inform his perspective on the LSRD (lower Snake River dams) and determine if 
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WAWG AT WORKWL

and how to participate in ongoing federal environmental 
evaluations of the Columbia and Snake River system.”

According to the draft, the final report will be based on 
four sources of information: review of relevant reports and 
studies; interviews with stakeholders, jurisdictions and 
organizations that would be affected by a decision about 
the dams; an open online public survey; and public review 
and comment on the draft report. 

“In the final report, as in this draft, the emphasis will be 
on understanding and summarizing what people think 
and the context for those ideas; the Governor will consider 
the diversity of perspectives when he makes his deci-
sions,” the draft report states.

Michelle Hennings, executive director of the 
Washington Association of Wheat Growers, urged grow-
ers and industry stakeholders to submit comments on the 
draft report.

“We believe this study was an unnecessary duplication 
of the ongoing federal environmental impact statement 
process and that the $750,000 appropriated for the study 
would have been better used elsewhere. The decision 
on whether or not to breach the lower Snake River dams 
will be made at the federal level, not at the state level,” 
Hennings said. “We are appreciative that the study con-
sultants reached out to stakeholders on the east side of the 
state, because it is that population that will have to shoul-
der the impacts if the dams are breached. With all the 
research and technology that is currently available, there 
is no reason the dams can’t be part of a healthy, whole eco-
system that supports salmon and the needs of the public.”

The lower Snake River dams are essential to navigation 
and transportation of wheat and other cargo from Eastern 
Washington, eastern Oregon and Idaho. Approximately 60 
percent of wheat grown in Eastern Washington is shipped 
to export markets via the Columbia-Snake River System. 
Agricultural products from as far away as the Midwest are 
shipped to export terminals in Portland and Vancouver 
through the river system, and it is the top wheat export 
gateway in the U.S., and the third largest grain export 
gateway in the world.

Barging is a cheaper, more efficient and cleaner way to 
move wheat to the Columbia River seaports. A typical 
four-barge tow that travels down the Snake River hauls as 
much wheat as 1.4 unit trains and as much as 530 semi-
trucks. Barges also use far less fuel per ton of cargo moved 
than either trains or trucks. Keeping barging available also 
provides important competition to the rail and trucking 
industries. If growers didn’t have the option to use barg-
ing, rail rates and trucking rates would likely go up since 
they would no longer have to compete with barging.

Besides the impacts to the Inland Pacific Northwest’s 

transportation system, breaching the lower Snake River 
dams would also negatively impact the region’s ability 
to produce emissions-free power through hydropower. 
The loss of reliable clean power production and increased 
carbon from transportation emissions will be taking the 
state’s response to lessening greenhouse gases in the 
wrong direction.  

Whitman County growers  
look ahead to legislative session

The upcoming state legislative session was on farmers’ 
minds at the December meeting of the Whitman County 
wheat growers.

Randy Suess, county president, said growers discussed 
lawmakers’ use of title-only bills, which are a means for 
lawmakers to introduce a bill with no text that can be 
amended later. The state constitution requires that bills 
must be introduced at least 10 days before the end of the 
legislative session unless a two-thirds vote is cast as an 
override. This loophole allows lawmakers to bypass those 
requirements. In the 2019 Legislative Session, lawmakers 
filed about two dozen title-only bills. One of those bills 
was later used to impose a tax on out-of-state banks. A 
lawsuit on behalf of the Washington Bankers Association 
has been filed to challenge the legality of title-only bills. 
Suess said that growers are concerned about the use of 
title-only bills, especially when it comes to any sort of 
taxation.  

2018 Farm Bill workshops scheduled
The Washington Association of Wheat Growers 

will be partnering with Washington State University 
to hold grower education workshops on changes 
to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and the Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs in multiple Eastern 
Washington locations this month. The Farm Service 
Agency is currently accepting offers for the CRP general 
sign-up and program elections for either ARC or PLC for 
2019 and 2020 crop years, but growers need to under-
stand what changes in these programs were imple-
mented by the 2018 Farm Bill, and how those changes 
could impact growers’ operations. 

For more information on the workshops, see the 
ad on page 11 for more information. Growers can also 
contact the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610 or email  
lori@wawg.org.  
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The scientific explanation. 
Superior translocation of post-emergent herbicides. 

Only Oro Agri adjuvants contain TransPhloem 
technology which quickens the movement of 

systemic herbicides throughout plants and roots 
for faster and more complete control of tough weeds.

University study of adjuvant translocation rates

A University of Illinois study concluded that WETCIT 
adjuvant was absorbed into a leaf quicker and moved 
a greater amount of glyphosate to the roots faster than 
other types of adjuvants such as non-ionic surfactants.

 

Faster absorption is a key 
component to faster translocation

With WETCIT’s unique OROWET   technology, the 
herbicide solution is absorbed into the leaf and moves into 

the plant’s petiole in as little as 15 minutes after application. 
This leads to faster translocation and better rainfastness. 

Benefits of WETCIT with  
post-emergent herbicides include:

• Delivery of more systemic herbicide to weeds’ 
roots FASTER than other types of adjuvants

• A quicker kill means less nutrient and water lost to weeds 
• Ensuring delivery of a lethal dose of herbicide 

can help reduce weed resistance
• Enhanced rainfastness due to rapid leaf 

absorption reduces application losses
 

Learn more at oroagriusa.com
WETCIT, TransPhloem & OROWET are proprietary trademarks of Oro Agri Inc.

Always read and follow label directions.

®

®

®

University of Illinois 
phosphorescent image of a 
glyphosate/C-14 radioactive 

isotope + WETCIT application. 
Areas of green and red in 
the roots show that a high 

concentration of glyphosate 
was delivered to the roots 

within 12 hours.

Note the 
movement 
into the leaf 

petiole

Note the
amount of 
glyphosate

in the 
roots
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The DoubleTree by Hilton Spokane City Center is the place to stay for the 2019 Ag Expo. Connected to the 
Convention Center and only steps away from the exhibit hall, the DoubleTree places you closer to where you need to 
be. With a parking garage we share with the Convention Center, connected sky bridge, Shutters Café for breakfast 
and Spencer’s for dinner, once you arrive you’ll be home for the week. Call our hotel directly at 509-455-9600 and 
mention you’re attending the 2019 Ag Expo to receive your discounted group rate.

Location is Everything

For more information about the DoubleTree by Hilton Spokane City Center or the Hilton Honors program 
please visit www.spokane.doubletree.com

322 N Spokane Falls Court | 509-455-9600 

·    Connected to the Convention Center

·    Spencer’s for Steaks and Chops

·    Shutters Café with Starbucks Coffee Stand
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mention you’re attending the 2019 Ag Expo to receive your discounted group rate.

Location is Everything

For more information about the DoubleTree by Hilton Spokane City Center or the Hilton Honors program 
please visit www.spokane.doubletree.com
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·    Connected to the Convention Center
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The DoubleTree by Hilton Spokane City Center is the place to stay for the 2020 Ag Expo. Connected to the Convention 
Center and only steps away from the exhibit hall, the DoubleTree places you closer to where you need to be. With a 
parking garage we share with the Convention Center, connected sky bridge, Shutters Café for breakfast and Spencer’s 
for dinner, once you arrive, you’ll be home for the week. Call our hotel directly at 509-455-9600 and mention you’re 
attending the 2020 Ag Expo to receive your discounted group rate.

Growers also discussed news that the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has proposed a 
$5 tax on insurance policies to help fund wildfire preven-
tion. While details of the proposal are unclear, Suess said 
if the tax is applied per vehicle, farmers could be hit un-
fairly because they tend to have multiple vehicles for farm 
work. Growers were happy to hear the news that container 
shipping is opening back up in Portland on a limited basis.

“We don’t sell a lot of wheat that way, but every so often, 
we did,” Suess explained. “It will definitely help our pea 
and lentil growers.”

Washington State University (WSU) spring wheat breed-
er Mike Pumphrey updated growers on what he’s been 
working on. He’s got a Hessian fly-resistant club wheat, as 
well as a two-gene Clearfield resistant hard red wheat, in 
the pipeline, among others.  

Pumphrey also touched on herbicide resistance, saying 
he’s worried that the effectiveness of the Clearfield system 
is limited. Suess said herbicide resistance is a big concern 
with growers, and he’s planning to have WSU Extension 
weed scientist Drew Lyon at the growers’ Jan. 6 meeting 
for further discussion on the topic.  

Growers applaud USMCA passage
U.S wheat growers are very pleased that the U.S. House 

of Representatives has passed the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA). This past year, the National 
Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) and U.S. Wheat 
Associates have forcefully spoken out on their behalf 
about the need for the USMCA.

“Agriculture desperately needed a win for economic 
recovery and passing the USMCA was that win,” said 
NAWG president and Lavon, Tex., farmer Ben Scholz. 
“NAWG applauds those members of Congress for their 
support and hard work to advance this critical trade deal 
one step closer to the finish line. We encourage the Senate 
to follow its lead and pass this deal early in the new year.”

“Mexico’s flour millers import more U.S. wheat than any 
other country, and they have been very anxious about the 
outcome of this trade agreement,” said USW chairman 
and Paulding, Ohio, farmer Doug Goyings. “At the end 
of a conference with those millers last June, we agreed 
to work together to get USMCA implemented. Our col-
leagues at NAWG have enthusiastically joined that effort 
on Capitol Hill, and we thank them for their support.”  
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2020 Education
Workshop Schedule:

2020 Producer and Landowner
Farm Bill Education Workshops

Important Dates to Consider:
Elect your Farm Bill Program by March 15, 2020 
or it defaults to your election made in 2014 and 
2019 acreage will be ineligible for payment.

Select either ARC or PLC for 2019 and 2020 
program years and there will be an annual 
reenrollment for 2021, 2022 and 2023.

These workshops will provide information on 
Farm Bill program changes, payments and tools 
available for selecting the best �t program for 
your operation. We will also discuss near term 
price outlook, trade and impacts of CRP.

Tools to Navigate Program 
Options and CRP Changes 
Under the 2018 Farm Bill

A program of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers

For more information:
Call: 1-877-740-AMMO (2666)
or Email: lori@wawg.org

wawg.org

January

13

January

14

January

16

Davenport, WA (9 a.m. - noon)
Davenport Memorial Hall
511 Park Street

Colfax, WA (9 a.m. - noon)
Sherman McGregor Training Facility
401 Airport Road

Walla Walla, WA (9 a.m. - noon)
Marcus Whitman Hotel
6 West Rose Street

Like us!



POLICY MATTERS
By Diana Carlen
WAWG Lobbyist

On Jan. 13, 2020, the 
Washington State Legislature will 
convene in Olympia for a 60-day 
“short session.” The main task of 
legislators will be to pass supple-
mental budgets for the operating, 
transportation and capital bud-
gets. The supplemental budgets 
are generally minor adjustments 
to the biennial budgets (passed in 
the 2019 “long session”) based on 
updated spending and revenue 
information.

 Democrats continue to control 
the agenda in both the House 
and Senate. However, one ma-
jor change will be the election 
of a new speaker of the House. 
After the 2019 session, long-time 
Speaker Frank Chopp (D-Seattle) 
stepped down as House Speaker, but continues to 
serve in the House as the Speaker Emeritus. The House 
Democratic Caucus chose Rep. Laurie Jinkins (D-Tacoma) 
as his replacement. Speaker-Elect Jinkins will be formally 
elected and sworn in as Speaker on the first day of session 
and will be the first female speaker in state history. 

 The session is scheduled to end on March 12, 2020, and 
while the legislature is expected to adjourn on time, much 
of the conversation is likely to be dominated by discus-
sions of the impact of Initiative 976 on the transportation 
budget. I-976 was passed by voters in November and 
limits car tabs to $30, reduces or eliminates authorization 
for local governments and regional transit authorities (like 
Sound Transit) to add fees to car tabs and reduces a num-
ber of other vehicle-related fees. The Office of Financial 
Management estimated that the initiative could result in a 
loss of $4.2 billion in state and local transportation fund-
ing in the next six years. Unlike gas taxes, which can only 
be spent on roads, some car tab fees go to multimodal 
funding, which can be spent on transit, rail and other 
types of transportation. 

 Following the passage of I-976, Gov. Inslee ordered the 

delay of more than 70 scheduled (but not broken ground) 
highway and transit projects while the Legislature deter-
mines how to adjust the transportation budget. Legislative 
budget writers are expecting to have to cut $478 mil-
lion from the 2020 Supplemental Transportation Budget. 
Various local governments, including King County, 
have challenged the initiative in court arguing it violates 
several provisions of the Washington State Constitution. 
The groups also filed an injunction to prevent I-976 from 
going into effect while the litigation is ongoing, which was 
recently granted by a King County Superior Court Judge. 
However, the state and many local governments plan on 
cutting transportation budgets to assume I-976 impacts 
anyway, in case the courts ultimately uphold the initiative. 

 Some other issues that the Washington Association of 
Wheat Growers (WAWG) will be following during the 
upcoming session include:

•  Carbon policies. Last year, the Legislature passed 
several major climate-related policies on clean energy 
generation and reducing emissions from buildings. 
However, bills on a low carbon fuel standard and 
a greenhouse gas cap and trade system stalled, but 
are likely to be hot topics during the 2020 session.   

What’s coming down the pike for 2020 Legislative Session
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Full Load Complete™—the hardest working, all in one adjuvant. 

Full Load Complete™—CONFIDENCE in a jug.

www.agrasyst.com

Start your Field off Right with—

- Replaces AMS 
- Hard Water Conditioner
- Glyphosate’s favorite surfactant 
- Fully loaded NIS surfactant blend--“Works well with almost everything.”
- Built in Drift Reduction 
- Built in Volatility Reduction
- Great for Fungicide applications- Great for Fungicide applications
Add confidence to your tank mix.  Add Full Load Complete™
Full Load Complete is patented technology you can’t get anywhere else.

Full Load Complete™ contains everything you need to make your 
herbicide application work its best. 

 - All in one jug!

For more information about Full Load Complete ™ or other great AgraSyst products, visit our website:

Questions? Contact Chase Boman--801.791.7186



POLICY MATTERSWL

WAWG supports carbon reduction policies that recog-
nize agricultural practices as a benefit to the environ-
ment, complement existing policies, do not impose 
inefficient costs on Washington agriculture and do 
not make wheat growers less competitive in the global 
market.

•  DNR early termination of agricultural and grazing 
leases. The Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) has a clause in their agricultural and 
grazing leases allowing them to unilaterally termi-
nate such leases early with 180 days advanced notice. 
WAWG is working with DNR, other agricultural 
groups and Rep. Chris Corry (R-Yakima) on legisla-
tion that would require DNR to pay fair compensation 
when it terminates such leases early.

•  Orca task force recommendations. Earlier this fall, 
the Orca Task Force wrapped up and issued its final 
report. Notable new recommendations that could see 
legislative action include moving permitting deci-
sions from a “no net loss” standard to a “net ecological 
gain” standard and addressing the impacts of climate 
change on salmon and orca habitat. A concern would 
be that moving to a “net ecological gain” standard 
would make environmental permitting much more 
difficult.

•  Lower Snake River dams. The 2019 Operating Budget 
appropriated $750,000 for the Governor’s office to 
study the economic impacts of the lower Snake River 
Dams and their possible removal. This stakeholder 
study has been ongoing this fall, and the facilitator is 
expected to take public comment in January and final-
ize the report by February 2020. The Governor intends 
to use the final report to inform the state’s comments 
in the ongoing federal EIS process for the Columbia-
Snake River Hydrosystem. WAWG was interviewed 
this fall by the facilitators and will stay engaged as 
the study progresses. WAWG opposes removal of the 
dams along the Snake River.

•  Road usage charge. The state has been studying re-
placing the gas tax with a road usage charge because 
of long-term declines in gas tax revenue due to more 
fuel efficient vehicles. A road usage charge would re-
cord a vehicle’s miles on Washington state roads, and 
the state would charge based on the miles traveled. A 
pilot project at the Washington State Transportation 
Commission ended in January of 2019, and the final 
report and recommendations will be delivered to 
the legislature in January 2020. The recommenda-
tions could turn into legislative proposals in 2020 or 
another future session. WAWG will be tracking this 
issue, since rural commute distances tend to be longer 

and so a road usage charge would disproportionately 
impact rural residents.

For more information on WAWG’s 2020 legislative priori-
ties, see page 20.

WAWG will be participating in their annual Olympia 
Days on Jan. 20-22 to educate members about the issues 
of importance to the agricultural community and looks 
forward to the opportunity to engage with the governor 
and legislators.  

Ecology director to step down
In early December, 

Washington State 
Department of Ecology 
Director Maia Bellon an-
nounced she was stepping 
down. 

“After 25 years of state 
service, and nearly seven 
years as Ecology’s director, 
I have made the decision 
to step down at the end 
of this year. Arriving at 
this choice has been bit-
tersweet, but I’m confident 
that it’s the right time for me to make a professional and 
personal change,” she said in a statement. “My current 
plans are to enjoy some time off reconnecting with my 
family and friends. I then intend to dust off my law degree 
and try my hand at private practice focusing on environ-
mental law and policy. It has been an incredible honor 
to serve Gov. Jay Inslee and lead Ecology’s mission of 
environmental protection and restoration in Washington 
state.”

Bellon was instrumental in forming the Agriculture-
Water Quality Advisory Committee in 2014. The 
Washington Association of Wheat Growers was involved 
in the committee from the beginning, seeing it as a way 
to ensure that agriculture had a voice and seat at the table 
when regulators set definitions and guidelines. 

“Maia has been a resolute leader who has made deci-
sions based on science and data, listened to impacted 
communities and worked tirelessly to protect our state’s 
water, air and lands,” Washington Gov. Jay Inslee said. 
“The work she has done at the Department of Ecology will 
benefit Washingtonians for generations to come. While she 
will greatly be missed, I know that whatever challenges 
Maia takes on next will be met with the same dedication 
and passion that she has brought to state service.”  
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Performance may vary, from location to location and from year to year, as local 
growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from 
multiple locations and years whenever possible and should consider the impacts of 
these conditions on the grower’s fields. Bayer, Bayer Cross Design, WestBred and 
Design® and WestBred® are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. ©2019 Bayer 
Group. All rights reserved.

When it comes to growing wheat, Doug and Trevor 
Stout have the resilience to get the job done right. 
The father-son duo have taken top honors in the  
National Wheat Foundation’s National Wheat Yield 
Contest three years in a row — and they’ve done so 
with WestBred® wheat varieties. 

• For 2019, Doug won first place in Idaho, and first 
place in the nation, with KELDIN in the Winter 
Wheat – Dryland, High Yield category. He achieved 
a yield of 181.93 Bu/A.

• Trevor won first place in Idaho, and first place in  
the nation, with WB9668 in the Spring Wheat –  
Dryland, High Yield category. He had a yield of 
111.13 Bu/A. 

For the Stouts, these record-breaking wheat yields  
began with selecting the right variety. “We chose  
KELDIN for its winter hardiness and yield potential,” 
Doug says. “It’s really been a rock for us.”

“It all starts with choosing varieties with the best genetics,” 
Trevor agrees. “But it also takes a great team.”

Teamwork is very much a family affair on the Stout 
farm. “My favorite part of farming is the close bond 

I have with my parents from working with them every 
day,” Trevor shares. Tammy, wife and mother, does the 
books and the yield maps, and Doug and Trevor work 
closely together on everything from variety selection 
to input plans. 

“Trevor brings a young, progressive mind to the  
team — and the more ideas, the more success you’re  
going to have,” states Doug. Agronomists, like 
Kyle Renton with Pacific Northwest Farmers  
Cooperative, Barry Greenwalt with Helena Chemical 
Co. and WestBred Technical Product Manager Lindsay 
Crigler, round out the team. 

The 2019 growing seasons in the Northwest were 
not without their challenges. The Stouts had no 
measurable precipitation until February, when more 
than a foot of snow fell right on top of their new  
winter wheat plants. Fortunately, warm days and nights  
followed and “really gave it a shot in the arm,”  
according to Doug.

Mother Nature was kinder 
to their spring wheat — cooler 
temperatures minimized stress, 
although high winds did dry the 
ground out and cause the wheat 
to emerge unevenly. “We’re  
always looking for wheat that 
has good protein and still 
yields, and WB9668 was a 
good blend of both — with a 
strong disease package, too,” 
says Trevor. “We’re grateful  
to WestBred wheat for 
letting us reap the rewards of  
their breeding program.”

Farming is a challenge, but it’s one this family enjoys. 
“It’s fun to be progressive, to try different things on 
small areas and to see how far we can push yield,”  
says Doug. 

“As a family working together, 
we face challenges together and we enjoy 

successes together.” - Trevor Stout

The Stouts’ 2019 wheat growing seasons will definitely 
go down as successes. 

The National Wheat Yield Contest has two  
categories: spring wheat and winter wheat, and two  
subcategories: dryland and irrigated wheat. New for 
2019, national awards were given for overall high yield 
(regardless of USDA county averages) as well as the  
percentage increase by which measured yield exceeded  
recent five-year Olympic county averages (as  
published by USDA). 

Advertorial

Father and Son Team Have “What It Takes” to Break Wheat Yield Records 

Overcoming Challenges

Growers Trevor and Doug Stout with Jeff Koscelny,  
Bayer Crop Science Global Wheat Commercial Strategy Lead  
and WestBred Business Lead

To learn more about the Stouts, as well as  
other WestBred contest winners, go to 

WestBred.com/NWYC.
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Congressional legislator 
decides to not seek re-election

Last month, Washington Rep. Denny Heck announced 
his decision to not seek re-election after his current term 
ends. Heck, a democrat, represent’s Washington state’s 
10th District, which encompasses Pierce, Thurston and 
Shelton counties. In a let-
ter posted on his website, 
Heck cited time spent 
away from his family 
and the current political 
climate as reasons for his 
decision.

“I promise to ‘run 
through the tape’ until 
the end of my term and 
continue to work hard and 
give it my best. But after 
that, Paula (Heck’s wife of 
nearly 44 years) awaits as 
well as at least two books I will write. And more movies 
and sleep and time at the cabin. Washington state so has it 
over Washington, D.C. Finally, after more than 40 years of 
intermittent public service, know this: I got more out of it 
than I gave it, and I gave it all I had,” he wrote in his letter.

Heck listed some of the accomplishments he was most 
proud of, including:

•  Handing the long overdue Purple Heart to the deserv-
ing soldier whose serious injuries had been over-
looked by the authorities;

•  Forming the State Road 167 Coalition to successfully 
fight for completion of this critical roadway;

•  Leading Congress on reauthorization of the job-creat-
ing Export Import Bank;

•  Writing the New Democrats’ Housing Task Force 
Report which helped to finally throw a spotlight on 
the national housing crisis;

•  Working on issues with Indian Country such as 
renaming the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge for my friend 
Billy Frank, Jr. and reauthorizing the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act; and

•  The honor of serving on the House Intelligence 
Committee and being entrusted with our nation’s 
most sensitive security secrets.

Heck also wrote that he was discouraged by the deg-
radation of civic discourse where success is measured by 
Twitter followers and a president who, he said, unrelent-
ingly attacks the free press, assassinates the character of 

anyone who disagreed with him and has a “demonstrably 
very distant relationship with the truth.

“None of this discouragement in any way diminishes 
the bone-deep gratitude I feel for the privilege to serve in 
Congress and for all who have made this incredible jour-
ney possible—my family, the voters of the 10th District, 
my staff and all the countless people who have extended a 
thousand kindnesses along the way,” he wrote.

Heck served five terms in the Washington State House 
of Representatives, beginning in 1976. He was first elected 
to Congress in 2012.  

A New Year Can Mean

A FRESH START

Garfield Branch, 301 W. California St. 635-1361
Northpointe Spokane Branch, 9727 N. Nevada 464-2701
Spokane Valley Branch, 12902 E. Sprague 789-4335

Considering financing a new idea or production 
technique? Call John Widman (509-635-1361)
and take advantage of our Ag industry experience. 
We can help you maximize the profits of your 
farm or ranch. 

Bank Local. Bank with us.

www.statebanknorthwest.com
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BIOST® Insecticide 100 Proven Field Performance providing growers with 
increased stands, DEAD wireworms and increased profi ts:
1.   BIOST® Insecticide 100 has proven commercial wireworm performance over the last 3 years 

on spring and winter wheat.
2.   Albaugh’s 3-way insecticide seed treatment offer kills wireworms DEAD.
3.   Growers have had success over the past 3 years using Albaugh’s 3 Way Wireworm offer with 

BIOST® Insecticide 100.

Contact your local seed retailer for more information on 
the 3 Way Wireworm offer with BIOST® Insecticide 100

Refer to each product label for complete use directions and restrictions.  BIOST® and Resonate® are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. NipsIt Inside® Insecticide is a 
trademark of Valent USA, LLC. *Dead wireworms have been observed in Albaugh’s 3 Way wireworm seed treatment offer both in replicated trials and commercial 

seed treatment applications. CruiserMaxx® is a registered trademark of Syngenta Participations AG.
Always read and follow label directions. EPA Reg. No. 84059-14-42750 AD No. 100616, EPA Reg. No. 42750-133 AD No. 110316,  EPA Reg. No. 59639-151

Albaugh’s BIOST®

Insecticide 100 
seed treat-
ment provides 
a second mode 
of action that 
results in DEAD 
Wireworms.

Over the past 
three years 
Albaugh’s 3 way 
wireworm offer 
with  BIOST®

Insecticide 
100 has been 
successfully 
used on 1 million 
acres providing 
growers with 
improved 
stands, DEAD 
wireworms 
and increased 
profi ts.

Albaugh’s 3 Way seed treatment insecticide offer kills wireworms DEAD*.

3 Year Wireworm Summary (Bu/A)
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GOT WIREWORMS?
GET ALBAUGH’S 3 WAY WIREWORM SEED TREATMENT 

INSECTICIDE WITH BIOST® INSECTICIDE 100



MINORE SCHOLARSHIP PAST WINNERS SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES
The National Wheat Foundation works to advance the wheat industry through strategic 

research, education and outreach collaborations, guided by core values of grower centered-
ness, integrity, honesty and trustworthiness. As part of their mission, they help advance 
knowledge and research by offering scholarships to students interested in a career in agri-
culture, including the Jerry Minore Scholarship.

Through the Jerry Minore Scholarship, the future of agriculture is promoted by today’s 
students, who are given the ability to learn more and think critically about their place in 
the world of agriculture. The Foundation board will choose two applicants to be awarded a 
$2,500 scholarship each. The scholarship is available to both graduating high school seniors 
and college students for the 2020/21 academic year. The application deadline was Dec. 31, 
2019. 

The late Jerry Minore was a BASF senior market manager and a liaison to the wheat 
industry. Since his unexpected death in 2012, BASF has partnered with the National Wheat 
Foundation to fund scholarships and honor his advocacy efforts for wheat growers. 

Several students who were awarded in the past have benefitted from the scholarship and 
have had the opportunity to seek out further interests in agriculture, gain a better world-
view and continue forward in their academic careers. Below are a few of their stories.

ADRIENNE BLAKEY, a senior from Oklahoma State University double-majoring in plant 
and soil sciences and agricultural communications, said, “I am considering graduate school 
opportunities for the next few years and continuing to gain new experiences in my wheat 
research, working to learn more about the Spanish language and cultures and seeking op-
portunities to learn more about food and agricultural policy.”

SAMANTHA FISCHER, a junior from Kansas State University double-majoring in food 
science and industry as well as global food systems leadership, said, “This past summer, I 
was a food safety quality and regulatory intern for Cargill at their starches and sweeten-
ers plant in Dayton, Ohio. This school year, I have undertaken the roles as president of the 
K-State Food Science Club; vice president of my professional agricultural sorority, Sigma 
Alpha; as well as continuing my role as manager of the Kansas Value-Added Foods Lab. This 
summer, I plan on taking a product development internship.”

KAYLA BEECHINOR, a senior from Washington State University majoring in integrated 
plant sciences, agricultural biotechnology and field crop management, said, “I am planning 
on starting my masters in plant breeding and then continuing on to get my Ph.D. With this, I 
want to work for a company as a plant breeder where I can be a valuable asset to the agricul-
tural community through creating high yielding varieties that will feed the world’s growing 
population. The Minore Scholarship has allowed me to save money to pursue a plant breed-
ing internship in France and to meet multiple amazing people in the agricultural industry 
while attending the Commodity Classic. I am very thankful to be selected for this scholar-
ship and the opportunities it has granted me!”

STORM SOAT, a senior from Michigan State University, said, “I am planning on return-
ing to Hasenick Brothers farm after completing school and getting on my feet. I would like 
to start a small farm in the near future if I am able to get my hands on some funding and a 
few rented acres. If not, I would like to offer some sort of farm service business.”  

Working to advance the small grains industry  
by building support for programs and activities  
that increase public awareness of farming.

Washington Wheat 
Foundation 
P.O. Box 252 

Ritzville, WA 99169 
(509) 659-1987 
wawheat.org

Reminders:

PMS BLACK

PMS 139

PMS 114

• Remember the 
Washington Wheat 
Foundation in your 
charitable giving. Go 
to wawheat.org to find 
out more about ways 
that you can support 
your industry.
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FARM & HOME SUPPLY
Pomeroy, WA – 509-843-3395

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Lexington, OR – 800-452-7396

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Moses Lake, WA – 509-765-1257

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Sunnyside, WA – 509-837-3833

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Pasco, WA – 509-547-8920

WALTER IMPLEMENT, INC.
Odessa, WA – 509-982-2644

FARM EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS
Pendleton, OR – 541-276-6222

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Wasco, OR – 800-824-7185

VISIT YOUR LOCAL GREAT PLAINS DEALER OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT: www.GreatPlainsAg.com

1206NT NO-TILL BOX DRILL

NTA-3510 NO-TILL AIR DRILLNTA-3510 NO-TILL AIR DRILL
• Large capacity, dual-bin carts allow for easy fi lling and an auger system makes 

emptying of the cart effortless.
• Coulter-assisted opener system splits no-till seeding into two operations: 

penetration and seed placement.
• Integral cart-implement linkage offers exceptional maneuverability.
• Uniform seed distribution ensures that the seed gets to the bottom of the trench.

1206NT NO-TILL BOX DRILL
• A heavy-duty design allows this drill to combine the productivity of a large drill 

with the versatility of a compact drill.
• The no-till fl uff and plant system creates the perfect combination for accurate 

seed placement.
• The modular design of the 1206NT allows this drill to have up to three different 

box options: native grass, fertilizer, or small seeds.
• A 4-speed gearbox is user-friendly and accurately sets planting rates.

VERTICAL TILLAGE TOOLS

HEAVY-DUTY NO-TILL DRILLS

CONVENTIONAL TILLAGE TOOLS

FULL LINE OF PLANTERS

PRECISION APPLICATION TOOLS

FINISHING TOOLS COVER CROP TOOLS

5'-10' COMPACT DRILLS
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As 2020 kicks off, the Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers is gearing up for a busy year where trade, fight-
ing mandatory carbon regulations and preserving the 
lower Snake River dams top the legislative to-do list.

“At the state level, we will be opposing any potential 
harmful carbon regulations that would unfairly impact 
our growers. Protecting the lower Snake River dams will 
also be one of our top priorities,” said Michelle Hennings, 
WAWG’s executive director. “At the national level, we’ll be 
monitoring continued implementation of the 2018 Farm 
Bill, changes to the Conservation Reserve Program and, of 
course, trying to push Congress to pass the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement. We encourage all of our members to 
get involved by coming with us to Olympia, writing letters 
to your state and federal officials and providing comments 
when the federal environmental impact statement on the 
Columbia-Snake River System is released, which is sched-
uled to happen in February.”

In the next three months, WAWG members, leaders 
and staff will travel across the country, from Olympia to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with lawmakers and agency 
officials to put forward the wheat industry’s priorities 
and concerns. WAWG leaders will also be attending the 
National Association of Wheat Growers annual winter 
meeting to help chart the national organization’s course. 
Here’s a closer look at some of the issues WAWG will be 
working on in the coming year.

❑✔ Preserving the lower Snake River dams
In what feels like a never-ending cycle, the subject of 

dam breaching on the Columbia-Snake River System is 
once again dominating news cycles. Proponents of breach-
ing the dams, specifically the lower Snake River dams, 
believe it is a necessary step to restoring Columbia River 
salmon runs that make up part of the diet of the Puget 
Sound orcas. Two things are scheduled to happen in the 
coming months that could have a significant impact on the 
discussion surrounding breaching the dams.

First, the Bonneville Power Administration, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation are wrapping up a federally mandated en-

vironmental impact 
statement (EIS) on 
salmon and the 
Columbia-Snake 
River System. A 
draft EIS is sched-
uled to be released 
in the next few 
months with the 
final draft expected 
in June or July. 
When the draft EIS 
is released, the public 
will have the opportu-
nity to submit comments.

Second, at the state level, 
a study commissioned by the governor’s office to have a 
neutral third party interview, among others, dam stake-
holders, state and federal agencies and elected officials to 
gain their perspectives on lower Snake River dam reten-
tion and removal or breaching is nearing its conclusion. 
The governor’s office has said the report will not recom-
mend whether or not the dams should be breached or 
removed, nor will it develop new or prioritize potential 
mitigation options. Both Hennings and Glen Squires, CEO 
of the Washington Grain Commission, were interviewed. 
Hennings said her interview went very well, and she was 
able to communicate how important the lower Snake River 
dams are to the wheat industry.

WAWG is confident that dams and salmon can co-exist 
and breaching the dams would negatively impact the 
wheat industry’s ability to move grain economically and 
efficiently to ports in Portland and Vancouver. According 
to research published by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, breaching the lower Snake 
River dams will likely not have a noticeable impact on the 
Puget Sound orcas as Columbia River salmon are but one 
part of their diet. In addition, WAWG believes the state 
process is redundant and an example of not using taxpay-
er dollars efficiently as the study duplicates the EIS process 
currently underway by the federal government.

WAWG sets its 2020 legislative priorities
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❑✔ Carbon regulation
In recent years, various forms of carbon regulation have 

made the rounds of the Washington State Legislature with 
mixed success from both legislators and voters. Last year, 
the Washington State Legislature passed a bill that man-
dates all energy used in Washington state be 100 percent 
carbon-free by 2045. Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean that 
we are done with potential carbon regulations. WAWG’s 
lobbyist, Diana Carlen, has warned growers at recent 
county meetings that carbon regulation, in the form of cap 
and trade or a low carbon fuel standard, is still very much 
on the agenda for the 2020 Legislative Session. 

Recognizing the need to direct WAWG efforts on po-
tential carbon regulations, growers passed several resolu-
tions at the 2019 Tri-State Grain Growers Convention in 
November. Growers agreed that WAWG should support 
recognizing agricultural practices as a benefit to the 
environment, and that any policy or regulation regard-
ing practices that aid in the reduction of carbon should be 
administered through the farm bill. Growers also passed a 
resolution that said WAWG does not support any cap and 
trade, carbon sequestration or climate change provision 
without being a full partner in the development of any 
policy or legislation.

❑✔ Trade and tariffs
While Pacific Northwest growers cheered the announce-

ment that a deal had been struck with Japan that keeps 
U.S. wheat competitive with Canadian and Australian 
wheat, there is still much work to be done on the trade 
front.

With Mexico being one of the top markets for U.S. 
wheat, passage by the Senate of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) is a top priority for the wheat indus-
try. Although the majority of Eastern Washington’s wheat 
is sent to Japan, not Mexico, Nicole Berg, treasurer of the 
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG), says 
that passage of the USMCA will help all wheat growers 
because, “…the more markets that are open to U.S. wheat, 
the more wheat that is moved off the market.” Berg is also 
a past president of WAWG. 

“Because the majority of Eastern Washington’s wheat is 
exported, having fair trade agreements with our overseas 
customers is vital to the well being of our industry,” Berg 
said. “The longer we take to pass these trade agreements, 
the easier it will be for our overseas customers to find al-
ternate suppliers. Once that happens, it will be that much 
harder for us to get those markets back.”

During their visits to Washington, D.C., WAWG leaders 
will be meeting with Washington’s congressional delega-
tion and asking them to support passage of USMCA. 

WAWG is also urging the White House to end tariffs 
(and the resulting retaliatory tariffs that usually fall more 
heavily on the agricultural industry) and to re-establish 
overseas markets that are so important to Washington 
wheat growers that have been damaged in the current 
trade environment.

❑✔ Transportation
Despite warnings that state and local governments 

could lose billions of dollars for transportation proj-
ects, voters overwhelmingly passed I-976, which lowers 
vehicle registration fees to $30. Wheat growers in Eastern 
Washington are heavily reliant on the roads and railways 
that help them move grain to market, and while WAWG 
supports lower taxes overall, the association opposes 
any cuts that could irreparably damage the state’s trans-
portation system or make it hard to carry out needed 
maintenance.

❑✔ Taxes
WAWG opposes any tax that unfairly targets rural 

populations, such as a pay-per-mile gas tax, because rural 
residents generally have to drive longer distances to access 
amenities, such as grocery stores or gas stations, or to 
commute to a job.

❑✔ Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
The 2018 Farm Bill made several significant changes to 

CRP that could adversely affect Eastern Washington farm-
ers. While the acreage cap was expanded to 27 million 
acres by 2023, rental rates and cost share rates were re-
duced. In addition, State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) acres are no longer excluded from county acreage 
caps, meaning counties with high SAFE acres may not 
have a general CRP sign-up this year. In Washington state, 
Douglas County, which has SAFE acres for sage grouse, is 
negatively impacted by this change. See page 26 for more 
information.

WAWG is working with NAWG and the Farm Service 
Agency to find a solution to this problem. In the mean-
time, WAWG has passed resolutions that support the 
authority for the Secretary of Agriculture to waive the 25 
percent CRP cap in a county that has a designated CPA 
(Conservation Priority Area).

Speaking of CPAs, WAWG supports research into how 
the Farm Service Agency determines which acreage is 
actually included in a CPA.

❑✔ 2018 Farm Bill 
WAWG will continue to monitor implementation of 

the 2018 Farm Bill, including providing grower educa-
tion on the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage programs. WAWG will also be working with 
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Washington State University and 
the Farm Service Agency to hold 
workshops to help educate growers 
on 2018 Farm Bill changes to these 
programs. See page 11 for more 
information.

❑✔ DNR
A few years ago, the Washington 

State Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) terminated several 
leases in the Horse Heaven Hills 
early. The handling of the situation 
by DNR officials angered many 
farmers and strained relationships 
with the agency. DNR has reached 
out to WAWG to talk about how the 
department can regain the trust of 
growers, asking to work together 
to find a solution that would help 
better protect farmers in situations 
where leases are terminated early 
under their “better and higher use” 
lease agreement clause. 

Hennings said she is encouraged 
by DNR’s outreach, and WAWG will 
continue to work with the agency to 
address these types of situations.

❑✔ Rural broadband
More and more growers are rely-

ing on technology to help them farm 
better and smarter, but that can be 
a problem in areas with unreliable 
access to the internet. WAWG will be 
supporting efforts by the state and 
federal government to expand high 
speed internet across rural America.

❑✔ Continued use of 
glyphosate

Recognizing the critical role 
glyphosate plays in no-till and 
reduced tillage systems, WAWG sup-
ports the continued use of glypho-
sate for all applications and opposes 
cancelling crop protection product 
labels or uses unless equivalent re-
placement products are available.  
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Office: 509-297-4500   Fax: 509-297-4505
Email: wri@westernreclamation.com

SPRING PLANTING
CRP & SAFE, Wildlife Habitat,
Pollinator Pastures, Turf 

CALL TODD: 509-531-1702

WA

OR
ID

Washington State University is o�ering for lease a 207-acre dryland farm 

located approximately 5 miles west of Plaza, WA, in Sec. 11 T21 N, R 42 E. 

The tenant will be selected through an application process.  Applications 

will be accepted through Monday, February 10, 2020. For details and to 

obtain an application packet contact the RFP Coordinator (509) 335-3460 

or odell@wsu.edu

Learn more at legacyofland.wsu.edu  

“The day we begin to take our agricultural legacy 

for granted is the day that we will begin to lose it.”

—Elson S. Floyd, WSU President, 2007-2015

DRYLAND FARM
LEASING OPPORTUNITY
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FEATUREWL

By Trista Crossley

After several years of one-year 
extensions and months of anticipa-
tion, the first Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general sign-up 
under the 2018 Farm Bill—and the 
first general sign-up since 2015—has 
finally arrived.

According to Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) records, there are 
nearly 190,000 acres expiring in 
Washington in 2019, with another 
195,000 expiring next year. Rod 
Hamilton, farm programs chief 
for the Farm Service Agency’s 
Washington state office, said this 
is expected to be one of the bigger 
sign-ups in state history.

The general sign-up began Dec. 
9, 2019, and will run through Feb. 
28, 2020. Under the 2018 Farm Bill, 
the acreage cap was raised from 24 
million acres to 27 million acres. For 
most Eastern Washington farmers, 
the most significant change they will 
see in this general sign-up is a reduc-
tion in rental rates, Hamilton said. 
To help pay for the increased acreage 
cap without negatively impacting 
other conservation programs, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) reduced rental rates to 85 
percent of a county’s average rate for 
the general sign-up. Rates for con-
tinuous sign-up were reduced to 90 
percent of the county’s average. How 
much of an impact those reduced 
rental rates will have on Eastern 
Washington farmers remains to be 
seen, as Hamilton said they’ll have 
to wait until the offers are processed. 

“The other thing that folks would 
be interested in is SAFE (State Acres 
for Wildlife Enhancement) acres 
used to be under continuous sign-
up, so if they were in a SAFE area, 

FSA opens CRP general sign-up
Rule changes mean lower rental rates, no sign-up for Douglas County

their land was (automatically) eligible. But now, they will have to meet normal 
general CRP sign-up requirements and compete just like everybody else,” he 
said. 

Under the 2018 Farm Bill, many SAFE acres are no longer exempt from count-
ing towards a county’s CRP acreage limit, which is 25 percent of a county’s total 
cropland that is eligible for CRP. In Douglas County, which has slightly more 
than 187,500 acres in CRP, 63,000 acres of which are in SAFE, their county acre-
age cap is 143,700 acres, meaning they are roughly 43,800 acres over their cap. 
According to Hamilton, that means farmers in Douglas County will not be able 
to participate in this general sign-up. To change how SAFE acres are classified 
would require Congressional action, and he said that there are folks in Congress 
who are looking at this.

Michel Ruud, FSA’s Douglas County executive director, said they’ve made 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) aware of the situation. She 
added that NRCS is equally concerned and is exploring options that might tem-
porarily help producers with expiring contracts. Under current rules, Douglas 
County won’t have a CRP general sign-up until 2022. 

While there are other counties throughout the U.S. with the same problem, 
Douglas County is the only county in Washington state in this predicament. 
There seems to be a broader trend within this farm bill’s CRP rules to move 
more towards water quality initiatives, something that is seen in a new initia-
tive, the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative. That move is not 
necessarily in the best interests of parts of Eastern Washington.

Conservation Reserve Program land near Steptoe Butte.
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“Congress clearly said water quality is an emphasis 
(in this farm bill). If you are going to have water qual-
ity issues, then you have to have water,” Hamilton said. 
“Water is more abundant back east than here in the West. 
Although we clearly have water quality issues, we also 
have land miles from any water source.”

For the most part, Hamilton said CLEAR is in some 
degree a new name for water quality practices they’ve 
had in the past. One of the big differences is that expiring 
contracts that are eligible for CLEAR will have the oppor-
tunity to re-enroll under a 30-year contract.

“I think we will see, when the handbook comes out, that 
a riparian buffer is still a riparian buffer, but now it will be 
considered a CLEAR practice,” he explained, adding that 
the rules are still being ironed out. 

Another thing that could impact some wheat growers 
are changes to the haying and grazing provisions in CRP. 
Hamilton said while the rules for haying and grazing are 
“convoluted,” there may be more opportunities for graz-
ing CRP as a midcontract management practice with no 
payment penalty. Under previous rules, if a producer used 
grazing as a midcontract management practice to help 
stimulate the plant stand, there was a 25 percent loss of 

income (except under certain emergency conditions).
“The question becomes, how often will we let people do 

midcontract management?” Hamilton said. “One of the 
challenges with the new grazing opportunities provision 
says whatever we allow, we can’t allow grazing that will 
cause long-term damage to the stand.” FSA will be work-
ing with producers and NRCS to figure out how much 
grazing will be allowed.

Hamilton said no changes were made to the state’s con-
servation priority areas (CPA), but he is hopeful that there 
will be a potential opportunity for revision in 2020 for 
2021. In order for land to be eligible for a CRP general sign-
up, it either has to be in a CPA, have a calculated erodibil-
ity index of 8 or higher or be in a CRP contract expiring 
that year. In 2015, in order to meet federal acreage cap 
requirements, Washington state had to trim the amount 
of cropland that was in CPAs by more than 600,000 acres, 
leaving some farmers with less opportunity to enroll dur-
ing a general sign-up.

Some of the other changes to CRP, as outlined in FSA’s 
press release, include:

•  Grasslands Sign-ups. CRP Grasslands sign-up helps 
landowners and operators protect grassland, includ-
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ing rangeland, and pasture-
land and certain other lands 
while maintaining the areas 
as grazing lands. A separate 
CRP Grasslands sign-up will 
be offered each year following 
the general sign-up. The sign-up 
period for CRP Grasslands in 
2020 runs from March 16, 2020, 
to May 15, 2020.

•  Land Transition. The CRP 
Transition Incentives Program 
(TIP) is an option for producers 
interested in transitioning land 
to a beginning farmer or rancher 
or a member of a socially 
disadvantaged group to return 
land to production for sustain-
able grazing or crop production. 
CRP contract holders no longer 
need to be a retired or retiring 
owner or operator to transition 
their land. TIP participants may 
have a lease less than five years 
with an option to purchase, 
and they have two years before 
the end of the CRP contract to 
make conservation and land 
improvements.

•  Previously Expired Land. 
Land enrolled in CRP under a 
15-year contract that expired in 
September 2017, 2018 or 2019, 
may be eligible for enrollment 
if there was no opportunity for 
re-enrollment and the practice 
under the expired contract has 
been maintained.

Despite such a large number of 
acres expiring, Hamilton said he 
wasn’t concerned about hitting the 
CRP cap, because everything that 
is expiring is already under the 
cap. Currently, in the U.S., there are 
approximately 22.3 million acres in 
CRP, and the cap for the 2020 sign-
up is 24.5 million acres (each year 
of the 2018 Farm Bill, the cap will 
increase incrementally until it hits 
the overall cap of 27 million acres). 

Hamilton urged farmers who 
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are interested in submitting a CRP application to contact 
their local FSA office sooner, rather than later. He expects 
local offices to be extremely busy with a number of other 
deadlines during the first few months of the year, includ-
ing acreage reporting and Agriculture Risk Coverage and 
Price Loss Coverage program sign-ups.  

Editor’s note: The Washington Association of Wheat Growers 
will be partnering with Washington State University to hold 
grower education workshops on CRP, the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage and the Price Loss Coverage programs in multiple 
Eastern Washington locations this month. See the ad on page 11 
for more information.
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MEANWHILE IN BENTON COUNTY...The Farm Service Agency also held a meeting at the Horse 
Heaven Hills Community Center to talk to producers about the Conservation Reserve Program 
general sign-up that is happening now. For more information, see page 26.

FEATUREWL

By Trista Crossley

Last month, efforts to educate 
Eastern Washington growers on 2018 
Farm Bill programs began ramping 
up, with more to come. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) opened enrollment for the 
2019 and 2020 crop years for the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs late last year. Producers 
will make one program election for 
2019 and 2020, which must be made 
by March 15. For crop years 2021, 
2022 and 2023, producers will have 
the opportunity to make yearly pro-
gram elections. The sign-up deadline 
for 2019 is March 15, and the sign-up 
deadline for 2020 is June 30.

In December, FSA held meetings 
in Ritzville and Davenport to update 
producers on changes to ARC and 
PLC. Sara Cossio, FSA county execu-
tive director for Lincoln County; 
Chris Holt, FSA county executive 
director for Adams County; and 
Aaron Esser, Washington State 
University Extension’s county direc-
tor for Adams County, presented the 
information to growers. The over-
riding message of the presentation 
was that growers should start using 
the available online tools now to 
explore their program options and 
make an appointment to talk to their 
local FSA office soon. Those online 
tools are available at fsa.usda.gov/
programs-and-services/arcplc_pro-
gram/index under resources (scroll 
down to find the resources link).

“I know that a lot of you have talk-
ed to your accountants, and they’ve 
told you to hold off a little bit (on 
making a program election). That’s 

Learning the ropes
FSA presentations help educate growers on 2018 Farm Bill program changes

fine, but all I’m going to say today, even if you want to hold off until February or 
March, that’s fine, but call today or tomorrow and make an appointment. Do not 
wait until March 14 to call and make an appointment,” Cossio said.

In Davenport, Cossio kicked off the presentation by talking about some of the 
changes to ARC and PLC that producers should be aware of. Those included:

•  An opportunity to update PLC yields by using 2013 through 2017 average 
yield times 90 percent times a yield adjustment factor. This would be effec-
tive for 2020 and beyond. Cossio said owners, not operators, have to make 
the decision to update yields, and if they decide to prove up the yields, but 
the yields actually go down, no change will be made. “All you can do is 
prove it up,” she said. This is applicable to covered commodities with base 
acres.

•  Farms that had all cropland planted to grass or pasture, including idled or 
fallow, from Jan. 1, 2009, to Dec. 31, 2017, may not receive ARC/PLC pay-
ments for the life of the 2018 Farm Bill. Some producers might be eligible 
for the Grassland Conservation Initiative, which will pay $18 per acre for a 
five-year contract.

•  The ARC-County (ARC-CO) yield calculation will be determined by taking 
the average county yield per planted acre in the county for five crop years, 
excluding the highest and lowest county yield. The years used will skip the 
immediate past year and use the next five preceding years. So for 2019, the 
calculation will skip 2018 and use 2013-2017.
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•  In many Washington counties, including Adams and Lincoln counties, 
wheat will now have separate irrigated and nonirrigated ARC-CO yields. 
The other Washington counties that will also have separated wheat yields 
are Benton, Franklin, Grant, Klickitat, Walla Walla and Yakima.

•  FSA will base payments on the physical location of the farm, rather than the 
administrative location of the farm.

Holt, from Adams County, talked about the differences between ARC (both 
the county version and the individual version) and PLC. PLC is a price protec-
tion or income loss program, while ARC is an income support program based 
on a benchmark revenue and guarantee that is compared to actual revenue. He 
also went through several scenarios to show how both ARC and PLC determine 
their various benchmarks yields, revenues and averages. 

Because both ARC and PLC formulas skip the previous year when calculat-
ing their numbers, Holt said producers will have actual figures to rely on when 
making their decisions. He also told producers they need to run their calcula-
tions on a yearly basis because of these rolling averages.

“Part of your take-home message needs to be, this isn’t a one and done analy-
sis. You need to do it each year if you are doing your due diligence,” he said.

Holt also spent some time talking about ARC-IC, or the individual option. 
ARC-IC works on a producer’s actual yields, not the county yields, and all 
revenue from a farm is grouped together. Holt said producers might consider 
ARC-IC if their risks of production are significantly higher than in other places 
in the county or if the county average doesn’t normally reflect what happens on 
their farm.

Esser touched on the online calculation tools. Producers who created users in 
them for the 2014 Farm Bill should still be able to log in. He said both programs 
are simpler to use this time around, that they are much more of a “straight-up 
calculation.” The Texas A&M University tool has the advantage of including 
most, if not all covered commodities, while the University of Illinois tool only 
includes corn, soybeans and wheat.  

WSU, WAWG schedule 
additional workshops
The Washington Association 
of Wheat Growers will be part-
nering with Washington State 
University to hold grower 
education workshops on the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and the Price Loss Coverage 
programs in multiple Eastern 
Washington locations this 
month. The workshops 
are scheduled for Monday, 
Jan. 13, at the Davenport 
Memorial Hall in Davenport; 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, at the Marcus 
Whitman Hotel in Walla Walla; 
and Thursday, Jan. 16, at the 
Sherman McGregor Training 
Facility in Colfax. Each work-
shop will run from 9 a.m. to 
noon. See the ad on page 
11 for more information, or 
email lori@wawg.org. The 
workshops will also look at 
the impacts of the changes 
in the Conservation Reserve 
Program.  

Omak            Grand Coulee            Pullman

*See us for details

JessAuto.com
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Farmer worked in Extension before coming home to Palouse
Ben Barstow, WAWG past president (2010/11)
By Kevin Gaffney

Leaders in the Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers (WAWG) come from various backgrounds. Many 
worked on family farms from their youth and eventually 
took over when their parents or a relative retired. Past 
president Ben Barstow’s path was slightly different. 

Barstow was born in Viola, Idaho, but has no memory 
of living there since the family moved when he was only 
nine months old. His father operated his own plumbing-
heating business for many years. Eleven of those years 
were in Orofino, Idaho. 

“We rarely saw the man because he was so busy,” re-
called Barstow. “So many of the calls were long distances 
from his shop, and as a self-employed professional, you 
stayed until the job was done. You didn’t want to make a 
second trip if you didn’t have to.”

The family later moved to Lewiston, where Barstow 
graduated from high school in 1976.

Having plans for a career in agriculture, Barstow earned 
a degree in plant protection from the University of Idaho 
(UI) in 1980.

“It was a bachelor of science degree with an emphasis 
on upper-division classes in soils, weed science and plant 
pathology,” noted Barstow. “It was like a pre-vet degree 
for a plant doctor.”

The job market for field managers in the ag chemical-
fertilizer industry was lackadaisical at that time. Barstow 
decided to pursue additional schooling. He earned his 
master’s degree in entomology in June 1983 from Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Ind. 

“The original plan was that my fiancée, Janet, and I 
would get married after I finished up at Purdue,” ex-
plained Barstow. “However, our two mothers got together, 
and it was decided that we would be married when I came 
home for the Christmas holiday break. Hence, we were 
married on Jan. 3, 1981. 

“Janet transferred to Purdue to finish college, and it 
turned out Purdue was one of the few schools that offered 
the ag journalism degree she wanted. Looking back, I 
guess you could say, in this case, the mothers knew best.”

Once Barstow had completed his degree work, his main 
goal in life was to get back to the Pacific Northwest. They 
moved back to Moscow, and both of them worked with 
UI pulse crop breeder Dick Auld while they looked for 
permanent positions.

Barstow landed a job as an area pest management spe-
cialist in Casa Grande, Ariz., in late 1983. 

“It was all about cotton down there,” said Barstow. 
“And for an entomologist, it was both fascinating and 
challenging, because there are amazing amounts of bugs 
that attack cotton crops. At that time, they would often 
spend $200 per acre or more to eliminate the bugs. Now 
the advancements in seed have eliminated the need for 
insecticides, so instead, they are paying $200 per acre for 
their seed.”

Barstow stayed there for four years, long enough for 
their two children to be born. Eventually, an Extension 
agent position opened up in Lewis County, Idaho. Barstow 
was based in Nezperce.

“It was truly an ideal position for me, because the neigh-
boring agent in the next county handled all the animal 
work, and I could concentrate on my specialty of work-
ing with crops. In modern-day agriculture, you have to 
specialize to provide the kind of knowledge and expertise 
that farmers and ranchers need to operate efficiently.”

Barstow worked there for five years, enough time to 
earn a promotion and tenure.

“It was a job that I could have made my career in,” he 
said. “But about that time, Janet’s father had gone through 
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two heart attacks and had turned 62. It was time for 
someone to take over the centennial family farm, and that 
someone turned out to be us.”

So the Barstows relocated, and 1993 was their first year 
on the farm, located just west of Palouse, Wash. Barstow 
inherited a set of well-seasoned farm equipment.

“For several years, I had five IH 453 combines. Two of 
them ran, and the other three were for parts.”

Barstow didn’t make many major changes initially, but 
he did begin to put his own stamp on the operation. He 
began plowing uphill, to conserve 
the soil. He doesn’t disc pea acres 
after harvest anymore. He will 
chisel plow stubble rather than 
using a moldboard plow, depend-
ing upon the conditions in a given 
year.

His rotations on the main farm 
are a mix of either winter wheat/
spring legumes or winter wheat/
spring crop/spring legumes. Like 
many farmers in the Palouse, he 
doesn’t have summer fallow. He 
has grown only club wheat for 
several years now and has been 
pleased with the results.

On their farm acreage above the 
Snake River breaks near Almota, 
a three-year rotation of winter 
wheat/spring crop/summer fal-
low is the norm.

Barstow likes to have his winter wheat seeded by the 
last week of September, as a rule. Unlike many growers, 
he doesn’t spray fungicide as a preventive measure with 
his herbicides. He wants to avoid developing fungicide 
resistance on his farm.

“Herbicide resistance is becoming a major problem,” he 
said. “I only use fungicide if I have an infestation in my 
crop.

“Corn and soybean growers are now having terrible 
problems with weed resistance. There are fields in the 
Midwest with Palmer Amaranth (a strain of pigweed) 
as tall as the combine cabs. They thought they could just 
keep spraying Roundup year after year and never have 
any problems, but they were wrong. Weeds resistant 
to herbicides are already here in the Pacific Northwest. 
Russian thistle strains that are resistant to Roundup are 
not uncommon in our state now.”

Barstow believes properly timing tillage, varying the 

herbicides used and utilizing spring crop rotations can 
help break the cycles of problem weeds. 

In one of the most unusual years for harvesting in 
many decades, Barstow was still able to get all of his 
crops harvested in 2019. He counts himself among the 
fortunate ones, as thousands of acres of crops in Eastern 
Washington weren’t harvested.

Barstow used to have a few cattle on the place until his 
“hired gal,” (his wife, Janet) decided she was done hauling 
hay and feeding critters through the winter months. His 

hired gal is also the only other 
employee on their farm. They 
market their alfalfa crop to other 
cattle feeders now.

Barstow became involved with 
WAWG on the recommendation 
of another farmer who invited 
him to a county meeting.

“From the very start, I was so 
impressed with the organization,” 
he said. “The breadth of knowl-
edge that was provided at the 
meetings was amazing. Someone 
at each meeting had attended 
virtually every important seminar 
or conference recently held, and 
they shared that information with 
the growers.”

Barstow went through the 
county leadership chairs and then 

served on the WAWG state board representing Whitman 
County. 

With encouragement from fellow growers, Barstow 
served as a WAWG officer, and was president for 2010-11. 
Randy Suess was a key mentor for Barstow in developing 
his wheat association leadership skills.

“I had served as president of my fraternity in college, 
which actually was very good experience for my future 
leadership positions in WAWG,” said Barstow. “My years 
in Extension also were good preparation for working with 
people.”

Barstow credits the WAWG staff and his executive 
committee with helping to make his term as president go 
smoothly.

“A farmer I worked for in high school once told me 
something that stuck with me all these years,” remarked 
Barstow. “He told me that you could take all the skills, 
knowledge and ability that it takes to efficiently operate 
a farm into almost any other business and make more 

“A farmer I worked for in high school 
once told me something that stuck 
with me all these years. He told me 
that you could take all the skills, 
knowledge and ability that it takes to 
efficiently operate a farm into almost 
any other business and make more 
money than you will in farming. But 
you will never find a nicer bunch of 
people to work with than you will 
in the agriculture industry. I have 
found that to be true throughout my 
entire career.”

—Ben Barstow
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money than you will in farming. But 
you will never find a nicer bunch of 
people to work with than you will 
in the agriculture industry. I have 
found that to be true throughout my 
entire career.”

Barstow currently serves as the 
Whitman County representative on 
the WAWG committees for mar-
keting and transportation and is 
a Washington Grain Commission 
commissioner. He also is a board 
member for Whitman County Fire 
District #4 and serves on the board 
of the Palouse Grain Growers.

Looking to the future, Barstow 
expects farm sizes will continue to 
grow larger. Farmers will continue 
to work long hours for less pay than 
many folks, but they will still love 
their work and their lifestyle.

“I think the secret of why farmers 
are farmers and why we do what 
we do and love it so much is that we 
are too darned independent to work 
for anyone else. I know that is what 
I love about farming. I can choose 
what I need and want to do on any 
given day. How many people in 
other lines of work can say that?”  

Here to Help You Grow

800.743.2125 | northwestfcs.com
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Our mission is to support agriculture with reliable, 
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FARMLAND
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(Date/location TBD)
Bidding requires prequalification.
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for more information: kincaidrealestate.com
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As we look forward to a new year, I’d like to look back 
on the challenges we faced in 2019. 

January: A mild January left us feeling like we may 
have an early spring. Fall seeding conditions weren’t that 
great for many of us, and late 2018 rains finally allowed 
the winter wheat to emerge. Everyone was busy finish-
ing winter shop projects and looking forward to getting 
in the field.

February: The first half of February continued to be 
mild. The early areas of the state were getting sprayers 
ready to hit the fields and preparing tillage equipment. 
Then came winter! Cold, strong winds blew across fields, 
putting the idea in our heads that the winter wheat crop 
might be facing winter kill. Fortunately, adequate snow 
cover insulated the crop. More snow and strong winds 
closed roads and posed additional challenges. 

March: The first half of March continued to bring 
snow and winds. Later in the month, the weather mel-
lowed, but it would be weeks before the snow drifts 
would melt enough to get into the fields.

April: The first of April is generally when farmers in 
our area around St. John begin spring work. Wet fields 
from the late winter were slow to dry out. Understanding 
the Prevented Plant Provisions of our crop insurance 
policies was the talk among farmers. But then winter 
weather conditions broke midmonth allowing spring 
work to begin in earnest. It’s amazing how much farmers 
can get done in a short time! 

May: Spring planting continued through May, as 
many areas had final plant dates that extended well into 
the month. Although late for a typical year, most spring 
crops were planted before the final plant dates that 
crop insurance dictates. Winter wheat was sprayed, and 
spring crops peeked out of the soil.

June: As spring crops were sprayed, and fallow 
ground cleared of weeds, it was announced that GE 
wheat had been discovered in Eastern Washington. The 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Services was notified 
and visited the site to work with the farmer and find 
facts related to the discovery. A tremendous amount 
of work was quietly done by the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture, Washington State Crop 
Improvement Association, Washington State University 
and others to assure the GE wheat discovery hadn’t en-
tered commercial markets. Government-to-government 
communication was sufficient to keep our important 
markets open.

July: Harvest began for most, with the exception of the 
eastern-most part of the state. The weather was cooler 
this harvest than in 2018 or 2017. Crops were average to 
above average yields in most areas, but the later than 
usual spring and mild weather delayed everyone. 

August: Harvest was in full swing. Reports of falling 
numbers started circulating. The incidence of falling 
numbers was much less than in 2016, and the industry 
was able to manage the risk with little discount to farm-
ers. Late August saw rain showers which slowed down 
an already late harvest.

September: This year, harvest on our farm finished 
on Sept. 5. Typically, we would be completed in August. 
Rains continued in early September. For us, the rains 
were both a blessing and a curse—a blessing because we 
had good moisture to seed our winter wheat into, and a 
curse because we weren’t able to cut our garbanzo bean 
crop. For those in the central part of the state, the rains 
created a different curse: crusted fields. 

October: There were still crops to be harvested. Late 
maturity and wet weather really created challenges. The 
rains caused quality issues, and much of the late har-
vested wheat found its way into feed channels. As in the 
prior month, seeding continued as many farmers planted 
in the mornings and harvested in the afternoon. With 
unharvested crops still in the fields, farmers were talking 
to their insurance agents to understand coverage options 
on unharvested acres.

November: Fall work wrapped up and equipment was 
put away for the winter. November was full of meetings, 
with the Tri-State Grain Growers Convention and the 
U.S. Wheat Associates (USW)/National Association of 
Wheat Growers fall meeting. As one of two representa-
tives who serve on USW from the Washington Grain 
Commission, I had the opportunity to meet with my 
peers from other wheat-producing states and learn of 
the challenges they faced this past year. Suffice to say, 
we were not alone when it came to challenges. Prevented 
plant, flooding, falling numbers, harvest rains, un-
harvested crops, stuck machinery and a host of other 
problems were much worst elsewhere. We in the Pacific 
Northwest have a lot to be thankful for.

December: The final month of the year found us at-
tending grower meetings, servicing equipment for the 
upcoming year and spending time with family and 
friends. On behalf of the staff and commissioners of the 
Washington Grain Commission, we wish you a prosper-
ous New Year.  

By Gary Bailey
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Harvesting plaintiffs
Those multimillion-dollar verdicts as a result of ailments caused by 
Roundup? They’re part of a boiler-room operation that involves lawyers, call 
centers, television and sick Americans who want answers to their suffering. 
A Nov. 25, 2019, story in the Wall Street Journal laid out the machinations 
involved in getting nearly 43,000 people to sue the chemical manufacturer. 
It all began at a 2016 Las Vegas convention, called Mass Torts Made Perfect, 
as plaintiff lawyers looked for a new target. Glyphosate became that target 
as the result of an arm of the World Health Organization calling it a “prob-
able carcinogen” in 2015. Working with contractors, law firms buy online ads 
and create social media pages to steer potential clients to a hotline. Those 
hotline conversations determine if individuals qualify, and then lead-gener-
ation companies hired by law firms send them contracts to sign and request 
medical records. Anyone who has watched commercial or cable television 
recently has also seen some of the more than 650,000 advertisements 
seeking more plaintiffs to sue. It’s estimated that plaintiffs’ law firms spend 
$20 to $30 million pursuing long-term complex cases like Roundup. But the 
return on investment is steep. In 2016, it’s estimated lawyers collected fees 
in excess of $75 billion on tort cases. Meanwhile, Bayer, which purchased 
Monsanto in 2018 for $63 billion, is getting hammered. Its share price has 
dropped 27 percent.  

The great private/
public divide
Of the 397 entries in the 2019 National 
Wheat Yield Contest, 372 were varieties 
released by private companies. Steve Joehl, 
the director of the program on behalf of the 
National Wheat Foundation, said universi-
ties are dropping the ball. 
“It’s not the breeders 
who are at fault, it’s how 
universities market their 
varieties,” he said. “Even 
in Kansas and North 
Dakota, public varieties 
used to be the largest 
selling in the state, but 
acreage is waning because they are not 
promoting their varieties.” In the case of the 
Wheat Yield Contest, it also helps that some 
private companies will pay the entry fee for 
the contest, but others don’t. Seed dealers, 
meanwhile, are promoting varieties that 
promise the biggest return. Even though 
some public varieties yield at the top of their 
class, Joehl said the absence of support is 
not limited to public institutions. He cites 
companies like Limagrain and AgriPro-
Syngenta for not doing enough to promote 
the yield contest. WestBred Bayer, mean-
while, is “busting their butts to get farmers 
to enter the contest,” and using it as part of 
their marketing strategy, he said. The more 
entries the contest receives, the more valu-
able it will be to all growers looking to im-
prove yield, Joehl said. The contest has been 
growing slowly but surely. There were 128 
entries in 2016; 287 in 2017; and 318 in 2018. 
The Progressive Farmer magazine is the lead 
publication for the National Wheat Yield 
Contest, and its March issue includes a list of 
winners as well as interviews that tell how 
they did it. Joehl discussed the yield contest 
in episode 120 of the Wheat All About It! 
podcast entitled, “The National Wheat Yield 
Contest Stumbles But Gets Up Again.” Go to 
the Washington Grain Commission website 
(wagrains.org), click on summaries and navi-
gate back in time to episode 120.  

Toy truck or Cybertruck?
Elon Musk will know 
his new Cybertruck 
has hit the big time 
when the first farmer 
buys one. The electric 
pickup is pretty much 
in the same category, 
dimension-wise, as 
the Ford F-150. Of 
course, the Cybertruck 
will reach 60 mph in 
2.9 seconds. It can also tow 14,000 pounds and can go as far as 500 miles on 
a charge. Various versions range from $39,000 to $70,000. Farmers will have 
more electric trucks to choose from in the future, but they’ll cost more. A 
Bollinger B2 which has 614 horsepower costs $125,000. Nearly 3 million pick-
ups were sold in the U.S. in 2018. The mining industry is already using elec-
tric trucks, but the purchase cost is about 40 percent more to three times as 
much as diesel-powered versions. Running costs, however, are lower.  
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Drowning America’s farmland
Eastern Washington farmers who endured a very wet spring 
season that had them wondering if they were going to be able 
to get their crops planted might appreciate the fact that 2019 
was the wettest year on record in the contiguous United States. 
Although all the extra precipitation caused some nervous mo-
ments in the Pacific Northwest, it was dramatically worse in the 
Midwest and northern tier states where saturated soils meant 
many farmers couldn’t get crops in or got them in very late. This 
year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reported that 
the amount of prevented planting acres was the highest since 
tracking began in 2007. Farmers reported being unable to plant 
on nearly 20 million acres. Dennis Todey, the director of the 
USDA’s climate hub in Ames, Iowa, said it’s not just how much 
precipitation is falling, but when it is falling—in the spring and 
autumn “exactly the time we don’t want more water on our 
cropland.”  

Wheat’s good, but what’s GoodWheat?
Arcadia Biosciences is expected to begin selling GoodWheat as a retail 
flour with reduced allergenicity and improved protein quality soon. Arcadia 
Biosciences uses technology to help create products with the aim to “de-com-
moditize wheat by adding nutritional value to a well-loved food ingredient.” In 
2018, the company introduced reduced gluten content wheat. Arcadia, which 
has offices in Davis, Calif., and Seattle, entered into an agreement with Ardent 
Mills to develop wheat varieties with an initial focus on extending the shelf life 
and improving flavors of whole wheat products. Elsewhere, the company has 
also entered into a deal with Arista Cereal Technologies and Bay State Milling for 
commercialization of its high fiber resistant starch wheat in several key markets. 
Resistant starch is a sort of dietary fiber, and the GoodWheat version can deliver 
three times as much as traditional varieties.  

Harbinger of the future?
Thailand, which is a top 10 importer 
of Pacific Northwest soft white 
wheat, has moved to ban the 
herbicides glyphosate and 
paraquat along with the insec-
ticide chlorpyrifos. Under the 
new rules, the ban means 
the chemicals can no longer 
be used or sold within the country. More importantly 
for world wheat exporters, a zero minimum residue 
level will be allowed on imported foods. Glyphosate has 
been under a microscope for several years since large 
jury awards to people who claim they developed cancer 
from using the chemical. Farmers have indicated that if 
glyphosate is banned from use, their next line of defense 
would be the much more toxic paraquat.  

Cougars multiplying across the state
If you’re a fan or alumni of Washington State University (WSU), then you’ll be 
pleased to know that the land-grant school set an enrollment record in 2019, with 
31,607 students systemwide. The word “systemwide” is key. WSU’s enrollment 
at its Pullman campus was just shy of 21,000 students, a decrease of 46 students 
compared to last fall. WSU Spokane had a 33 percent increase in professional 
students enrolled in the Elson Floyd College of Medicine, with a total student 
population of 1,685. WSU Vancouver was up eight students. More than 5 percent 
of the student body in Vancouver are veterans, the highest rate across the WSU 
system. WSU Everett, the newest campus, enrolled 283 students this fall, up eight 
from last year. WSU Tri-Cities experienced a slight decline in enrollment, but saw 
gains in minority and international student representation for a total of 1,813 
students. The WSU Tri-Cities campus has the highest rate of minority enrollment 
at 42 percent, compared to 30 percent systemwide. Nearly one out of every three 
WSU students are the first in their family to attend college.  

Breadbasket to 
cornbread basket?
We think of Kansas as “America’s 
Breadbasket,” because from 1839 
when the crop came into the state 
until the introduction of genetically 
modified corn and soybeans, it was. As 
recently as 1989, Kansas farmers plant-
ed more than 12 million acres of wheat. 
The first GMO corn crop was intro-
duced in 1996. By 2019, planted wheat 
acreage fell below 7 million acres. The 
value of Kansas wheat has whipsawed 
along the way. In 1989, it was worth 
about $800 million. A record value was 
achieved in 2012 at $2.9 billion. In 2018, 
that had fallen to $1.3 billion.  
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EPORTSR
WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

By Mike Carstensen
My November 2019 overseas 

travel to three South Asian 
countries was a prime example 
of what U.S. Wheat Associates 
(USW) President Vince Peterson 
means when he says, “At any 
given hour of the day, there is 
someone, somewhere, talking 
about the quality, reliability and 
value of U.S. wheat.”

 I was honored to participate in the South Asia crop 
quality seminar with USW staff and wheat industry rep-
resentatives. From Nov. 1-10, 2019, an eight-person team 
crisscrossed the South Pacific covering almost 20,000 
miles in 10 days to report on the quality of the 2019 U.S. 
wheat crop.

In Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines, we inter-
acted with more than 300 wheat buyers, flour millers and 
wheat food company executives who represented a major 
portion of wheat importers in those markets. While our 
seminars imparted valuable information to buyers, USW 
West Coast office assistant director Michael Anderson 
put it best when he said it was also valuable for us to “see 
and taste some of the beautiful pastries, breads, noodles 
and other end products these customers produce with 
flour milled from U.S. wheat.”

 Matt Weimer, who serves as USW regional vice 
president for South Asia, and Joe Sowers, USW regional 
vice president for the Philippines and South Korea, con-
ducted the crop quality seminars, providing a wonderful 
opportunity to meet face to face with the millers and 
buyers in South Asia. These seminars are chock-full of 
valuable end-use quality data; production and inventory 
conditions; transportation information; and promotional 
activities for the major classes of U.S. wheat. But they 
also provided me with the opportunity to witness the 
efforts, connections, creditability and professionalism of 
the USW overseas staff as they interacted with the trade 
while promoting U.S. wheat. 

 Reporting on crop quality is USW’s largest trade 

servicing activity every year. It starts as soon as the U.S. 
harvest gears up. Partner organizations collect and ana-
lyze hundreds of samples from country elevators. USW 
compiles that data into an annual crop quality report 
and takes it on the road where customers are alerted to 
the quality and production of all six U.S. wheat classes as 
well as their functional characteristics.

Southeast Asia’s population is exploding, giving rise to 
increased wheat consumption. The region now accounts 
for 30 percent of global wheat trade. The Philippines and 
Thailand are among the top 10 customers for U.S. wheat, 
with the Philippines ranking second among U.S. wheat 
importers year-to-date. Closer to home, it is the No. 1 
market for Washington soft white wheat. The entire 
South Asia region makes up the second largest destina-
tion for wheat imports from the U.S., totaling 3.28 million 
metric tons (mmt) so far in marketing year 2019/20.

 It was humbling to be part of a group that included 
cereal chemist Art Bettge, formerly of the Western Wheat 
Quality Laboratory in Pullman; David Green, executive 
vice president of the Wheat Quality Council based in 
Lenexa, Kan.; and Don Sullins, former vice president of 
ADM Milling in Shawnee, Kan. These professionals went 
through the technical data relating to U.S. wheat inven-
tory, condition and end-use quality. There were also tech-
nical presentations on SRC (Solvent Retention Capacity) 
analysis, gluten assessments and proper procedures as 
well as mill hygiene. In addition, Roy Chung, longtime 
bakery consultant at USW, and Ivan Goh, biscuit, bakery 
and noodle technologist, assisted in technical presenta-
tions and interactions.

 My job at the seminar was to present what, how and 
why we do what we do. I talked about the production 
process as it relates to sustainably planting and growing 
wheat, especially with end-use quality in mind. I also 
related how research, as well as American wheat quality 
councils, crop improvement associations, variety trials 
and breeding programs are tools farmers use to ensure 
customers receive the very best grain.

With video that WGC program director Joe Bippert 
has taken of Eastern Washington’s rail, truck and barge 

It all starts with the farmers
THREE COUNTRIES, 10 DAYS, UNLIMITED POTENTIAL
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systems, I was able to show how the entire grain han-
dling systems functions to get production from our 
family farms to their overseas mills. Infrastructure is one 
of America’s strengths, and it can’t be stressed enough. 
Finally, I thanked customers for their purchase of U.S. 
wheat and reminded those at every seminar in every 
country that sales are more than transactions. They are 
about relationships. 

Grain traders Ron Williams, Columbia Grain 
International; Bryan Liedl, United Grain Corporation; 
and Tyler Seeger, Cenex Harvest States, presented indi-
vidually and also participated in panel discussions on 
the U.S. grain handling systems. In-depth discussions 
on crop storage and blending, rail and barge freight 
systems, freight markets and contract specifications were 
discussed, reinforcing the infrastructure message. 

 Other overseas-based U.S. government officials dis-
cussed issues such as balance of trade, on-going trade 
issues and the importance of trade. Particularly discon-
certing issues were Thailand’s recent decision adopting a 
zero tolerance for glyphosate and the China trade war. 

Despite the strained trade environment that exists in 
the Asian sphere currently, any trip where a WGC com-
missioner can thank his customers and promote a con-

nection between mills and Eastern Washington farms 
is a very good trip indeed. Assuring our customers of 
a consistent and ample supply of quality wheat is very 
important, not to mention reinforcing the message that 
the U.S. is the go-to market for a reliable, quality supply 
of wheat.

It has taken many years of market development from 
farmers, the WGC and USW to achieve our current 
position, but we need to keep it that way. It all starts 
with farmers listening to our customers and working to 
enhance the quality of our wheat.  

(Above) The Washington Grain Commission’s Mike Carstensen provided seminar participants with the unique perspective of a farmer who provides their 
wheat. (Below) The U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) South Asia team relaxes and confers after a long day of seminar presentations. Clockwise from left are 
Roy Chung, USW bakery technologist; Joe Sowers, USW vice president for South Korea and the Philippines; Matt Weimar, USW vice president for Southeast 
Asia and Ivan Goh,  biscuit, bakery and noodle technologist.
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By Tim Murray 

A diversity of wheat diseases commonly occur in 
Eastern Washington, Northern Idaho and northeast-
ern Oregon as a result of the tremendous variation in 
climatic zones across the region. Annual precipitation 
ranges from about six inches to 24 inches, and tempera-
tures range from relatively hot in the central Columbia 
Basin to cool in the mountainous foothills (see Table 1 on 
page 44).

Precipitation and temperature are important factors 
that determine which diseases occur, where they oc-
cur, and how severe they become. Some are favored by 
warm and dry conditions and others by cool and moist 
weather.

Eyespot, previously known as strawbreaker footrot, 
(Figure 1), Cephalosporium stripe (Figure 2), Pythium 
root rot (Figure 3) and soilborne wheat mosaic (Figure 
4) tend to be most damaging in higher rainfall regions. 
Rhizoctonia root rot (Figure 5), Fusarium root and crown 
rot (Figure 6), snow mold (Figure 7) and wheat streak 
mosaic (Figure 8), on the other hand, tend to be most 
important in the lower rainfall areas. In contrast, stripe 
rust (Figure 9) and barley yellow dwarf (Figure 10) occur 
across all rainfall zones. In the biological world, how-
ever, there’s an exception for every rule. Consequently, 
diseases favored by higher rainfall may also occur in 
lower rainfall areas and vice versa, but they tend to be 
less common. 

Management for control of wheat diseases fall into 
three categories: cultural practices, variety selection and 
chemical control (not including seed treatments. See 
Table 2). Variety selection and chemical control are self-
explanatory, but cultural practices (see Table 3) include 
several different tools used to manage growth of the crop 
including seeding date, residue management, elimi-
nation of the green bridge, soil fertility, crop rotation 
and soil pH adjustment. Knowing the history of wheat 
diseases in a field is critical to making decisions about 
control, especially those involving cultural practices and 
variety selection. As decisions involve trade-offs, under-
standing the impact of each is important. 

Seeding date is a cultural practice that affects nearly all 
the diseases listed. For winter wheat diseases in general, 
seeding too early relative to the production area results 
in greater risk from more diseases than seeding later. 
This is especially true for stripe rust, Cephalosporium 

Management options for wheat diseases in the Inland Pacific Northwest

The war on wheat diseases

stripe, barley yellow dwarf and wheat streak mosaic, all 
of which are favored by early seeding.

But early seeding of winter wheat is recommended in 
the case of snow mold since larger plants are more resis-
tant and likely to survive the winter better than small 
plants. Seeding winter wheat later results in greater 
risk of damage from Pythium root rot because these 
pathogens are most damaging in cool and wet soil. Later 
seeding also results in greater risk from wind and water 
erosion because plants are too small to protect the soil. 

The effect of residue management and tillage on 
disease severity is discussed frequently. Because these 
practices differ widely, I’ll refer here to conventional and 
reduced tillage approaches only.

The effects of residue management and tillage on the 
occurrence and severity of wheat diseases often are 
due to indirect effects. For example, Pythium root rot 
is favored by reduced tillage methods more so than 
conventional tillage because residue insulates the soil, 
resulting in cooler temperatures and greater soil mois-
ture, both of which favor these pathogens. However, 
these are the same conditions that occur when seeding 
dates are later in the fall and earlier in the spring, both of 
which also favor Pythium root rot, regardless of tillage/
residue management practices. Similarly, eyespot and 

In 2019, Tim Murray, Extension plant pathologist and professor, 
was named chair of Washington State University’s plant pathology 
department. His research program primarily focuses on the ecology, 
epidemiology and control of wheat diseases caused by soilborne fungi.
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Figure 7. Snow mold
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Figure 1. Eyespot

Figure 4. Soilborne wheat mosaic

Figure 2. Cephalosporium stripe

Figure 8. Wheat streak mosaic

Figure 5. Rhizoctonia root rot

Figure 3. Pythium root rot
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Figure 6. Fusarium root and crown rot
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Cephalosporium are less severe 
under reduced tillage systems in 
the Pacific Northwest. There are 
reasons why residue could have 
this impact, but it’s more likely due 
to the later seeding dates that occur 
in reduced tillage systems. 

Rhizoctonia root rot is the only 
disease where the lack of tillage 
likely has a direct effect on the 
pathogens that cause this disease. 
Eliminating tillage allows the 
pathogen to establish a network of 
mycelia in the soil which increases 
the potential for inoculum to infect 
roots of the host plant. 

Management of volunteers, i.e. 
the “green bridge,” has been ap-
plied to many different diseases 
including stripe rust, Rhizoctonia 
root rot, Pythium root rot and bar-
ley yellow dwarf. It was originally 
conceived, however, for the control 
of wheat streak mosaic, which sur-
vives in volunteer wheat and other 
grasses. By eliminating volunteer 
wheat, barley and grassy weeds, the 
roots where the pathogens live are 
reduced and hence, the potential to 
infect wheat roots.

 For barley yellow dwarf and 
wheat streak mosaic, which are 
both transmitted by insect vectors, 
infected volunteer plants serve as 
a reservoir for both the virus and 
insect, that is, a place to survive 
between susceptible wheat crops. 
Approaches to volunteer control 
are slightly different for these two 
groups of diseases. Managing 
volunteers for soilborne diseases 
with herbicides needs to be done 
at least two weeks prior to seeding 
and preferably three or four weeks 
so the volunteer plants and roots 
are completely dead, regardless of 
whether a systemic or burn-down 
herbicide has been used. In con-
trast, a burn-down herbicide for 
barley yellow dwarf and wheat 
streak mosaic removes the reservoir 

Common name Pathogen1 Crop2 Type
Stripe rust Puccinia striiformisF W, S Foliar
Eyespot Oculimacula yallundae, O. acuformisF W Soilborne
Cephalosporium stripe Cephalosporium gramineumF W Soilborne
Rhizoctonia root rot Rhizoctonia solani, R. oryzaeF W, S Soilborne
Fusarium foot rot Fusarium culmorum,  F. pseudograminearumF W Soilborne
Pythium seed/root rot Pythium spp.FLO W, S Soilborne
Snow molds Typhula ishikariensis, Microdochium nivaleF W Soilborne
Take-all Gaeumannomyces graminis var. tritici W, S Soilborne
Leaf rust Puccinia reconditaF W, S Soilborne
Stem rust Puccinia graminisF W, S Soilborne
Barley yellow dwarf Barley yellow dwarf virus, Cereal yellow dwarf virusV W, S Foliar
Soilborne wheat mosaic Soilborne wheat mosaic virusV W Soilborne
Wheat streak mosaic Wheat streak mosaic virusV W Foliar
Black chaff Xanthomonas translucensB W, S Foliar 1

B= bacterium, F= fungus, FLO= fungus-like organism, and V= virus.
2W= winter and S = spring crop.

Table 1. Common diseases of wheat that occur in the Inland PNW and their causes

as soon as the foliage dies.
Although fertility is important for crop health and attaining maximum 

yield potential, its use in disease management considerations is limited. We 
recommend applying fertilizer at rates appropriate for the yield potential 
based on average precipitation and soil tests. Plants that are not nutrient 
stressed are more able to resist diseases.

But problems arise when too much nitrogen is applied, particularly with 
stripe rust, Fusarium crown and root rot and barley yellow dwarf. Luxurious 
plant growth results in plants that are more susceptible to fall infection by 
stripe rust and barley yellow dwarf pathogens. They are also more susceptible 
to summer water stress that favors Fusarium crown and root rot.

Crop rotation is another practice that has beneficial effects for wheat pro-
ductivity but is an effective disease management practice for just two of the 
diseases in this discussion: Cephalosporium stripe and Rhizoctonia root rot. 
A rotation in which winter wheat is included no more than every three years 
is recommended for Cephalosporium stripe and avoiding continuous small 
grains is recommended for Rhizoctonia root rot.

For Cephalosporium stripe, the break between winter crops allows time for 
infested residue to decompose. This is effective since the pathogen survives 
only in the residue of plants it colonized while they were alive; consequently, 
the pathogen dies out when the residue decomposes or about three years 
under our conditions. For Rhizoctonia root rot, avoiding continuous small 
grains prevents the pathogens from establishing the mycelial network in the 
soil as noted previously. It’s worth mentioning that the eyespot pathogens also 
survive only in the residue of plants colonized while alive; however, they re-
side only in the stem bases that are woody and slow to decompose, and even a 
three-year rotation doesn’t eliminate them from soil.

Soil pH is the final cultural management we’ll consider. We know soil pH is 
decreasing across our region due mainly to ammonium-based nitrogen fertil-
izers. In some areas, soil pH is low enough that aluminum toxicity has become 
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a concern (pH less than about 4.9). Although several dis-
eases are affected by low soil pH, the greatest impact is 
on Cephalosporium stripe, which becomes much worse 
in low pH soils, i.e. less than pH 5.5. Liming to raise soil 
pH above 5.5 will result in less Cephalosporium stripe 
and improve other fertility issues caused by low pH.

Planting a disease-resistant variety is the best control 
method when available because it’s cost-neutral, effec-
tive and environmentally benign. Resistant varieties are 
available for stripe rust, eyespot, Cephalosporium stripe, 
snow molds and soilborne wheat mosaic. I recommend 
studying the Washington State University (WSU) Variety 
Testing program data from the plots located close to your 
operation and pick those that perform the best and are 
most resistant to the disease problems you anticipate in 
your fields.

Lastly, chemical control is an option for several diseas-
es: foliar fungicides for stripe rust and eyespot and seed 
treatments for Pythium root rot and barley yellow dwarf. 
Historically, seed treatments were used to effectively 
control bunts and smuts. I won’t discuss seed treatments 
in detail since we don’t have recent data comparing the 
many options available in the marketplace. However, 
it is worth noting that mefenoxam-resistant isolates of 
Pythium have been detected, which can compromise 
effectiveness of seed treatments containing that active 
ingredient. Also, some seed treatments provide limited 
protection against Rhizoctonia in the seedling but not 
adult-plant stage.

 Several foliar fungicides are available for both stripe 
rust and eyespot. Refer to the WSU Small Grains 
Extension team’s website (smallgrains.wsu.edu) for more 
information on products and thresholds for applications. 
I recommend scouting fields before spray time to deter-
mine whether a fungicide application is warranted. The 

threshold for stripe rust is 5 percent of the plants with 
actively sporulating lesions, and for eyespot, 10 percent 
of the plants with recognizable lesions on the stem base.

Application timing is also important. All the available 
fungicides for stripe rust have growth stage restric-
tion—some at anthesis and others with a 30-day prehar-
vest interval. For eyespot, fungicides need to be applied 
before the first node is present on the main stem, but not 
too early, to insure the active ingredient gets to where it 
needs to be in the plant. 

It’s clear that multiple options exist for management 
of wheat diseases that occur in our region. Knowing 
which ones are likely to cause the greatest damage in a 
field is important to making good management decisions 
because not all tools are effective against all diseases. 
More information on wheat diseases and their manage-
ment is available on the Extension Small Grains website 
at smallgrains.wsu.edu.  

Tim Murray is an extension plant pa-
thologist at Washington State University. 
You can find an interview with Murray 
on the Washington Grain Commission 
sponsored Wheat All About It! podcast, 
episodes 147 and 148. Go to wagrains.org 
and click on summaries at the bottom of 
the page.

 Cultural Variety Chemical 
Disease practices1 selection control
Stripe rust + + +
Eyespot + + +
Cephalosporium stripe + + -
Rhizoctonia root rot + - -
Fusarium root and crown rot + - -
Pythium root rot + - +
Snow molds + + -
Barley yellow dwarf + - +
Soilborne wheat mosaic - + -
Wheat streak mosaic + + - 

1+ = useful for management; - = not useful for management

Table 2. Disease management options for common wheat diseases

 Seeding Residue Green  Crop Soil 
Disease date1 management bridge Fertility rotation pH
Stripe rust + - + + - -
Eyespot + +/- - - - -
Cephalosporium stripe + +/- - - + +
Rhizoctonia root rot +/- + + - + -
Fusarium root and crown rot + - - + - -
Pythium root rot + + + - - -
Snow molds + - - - - -
Barley yellow dwarf + - + + - -
Soilborne wheat mosaic + - - - - -
Wheat streak mosaic + - + - - - 

1+ = useful for management; - = not useful for management

Table 3. Cultural disease management tools for common wheat diseases
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WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION
WHEAT WATCH

By T. Randall Fortenbery

Global wheat consumption is ex-
pected to increase in 2019/20 compared 
to the 2018/19 marketing year. Global 
ending stocks fell in the 2018/19 mar-
keting year for the first time in several 
years, but the anticipated increase in 

consumption this year is more than offset by an increase 
in total world wheat production.

As a result, global ending stocks are expected to 
increase about 4 percent. Figure 1 shows world consump-
tion, production and resulting ending stocks over the last 
several marketing years.

U.S. wheat ending stocks are expected to be lower 
at the end of the 2019/20 marketing year compared to 
last, but it will not be enough to offset the bearish price 
picture that results from a burdensome global stocks pic-
ture. In contrast to the global picture, increases in both 
domestic consumption and U.S. exports are expected to 
more than offset the year-over-year increase in domestic 
production.

The result is an expected 10 percent reduction in U.S. 
wheat ending stocks for 2019/20. This will be the first 
time ending stocks have been under 1 billion bushels 
since the 2015/16 marketing year. Figure 2A presents the 
U.S. wheat balance sheet for the last seven years, and the 
forecast for the 2019/20 balance sheet based on estimates 
from December 2019.

The burden international stocks are placing on the 

U.S. market is evident when looking at the U.S. export 
pace and domestic price forecasts. In the past year, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has been overly 
optimistic in the first two quarters of the marketing year 
relative to total U.S. wheat exports (the first half of the 
marketing year ends Dec. 1). As a result, we have had 
significant price deterioration in the fall and early winter 
months as the market came to realize that the export 
forecasts were overly optimistic.

This year the opposite has happened—USDA was 
likely too pessimistic concerning U.S. wheat exports 
early in the marketing year. But even as we have ex-
perienced an export pace that suggests we will exceed 
USDA’s early export forecast, and despite USDA revising 
export projections upwards in the fall months, prices did 

US wheat stocks down, prices fail to respond
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Figure 1: World wheat

Figure 2B: US wheat prices vs. export projectionsFigure 2A: US wheat balance sheet for the  last seven years
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not improve much through the end 
of the 2019 calendar year.

The announcement of Congress 
taking up the U.S.-Mexican-
Canadian trade Agreement 
(USMCA) and the announcement 
of a resolution to the Phase 1 China 
trade package still did not move 
U.S. wheat futures prices outside 
the trading range they had expe-
rienced over the previous several 
weeks. This really points to the 
market’s concern over total world 
stocks—both U.S. trade and do-
mestic disappearance pictures for 
wheat have improved substantially, 
yet though mid-December, there 
was no real price response. 

In fact, USDA has consistently 
lowered the average market year 
price projection through the first 
half of the marketing year (Figure 
2B). This has occurred even as new 
crop futures prices improved a bit 
in the second quarter of the market-
ing year.

The low expected prices for the 
2019/20 marketing year suggests 
Washington wheat producers will 
receive income support from the 
farm support programs authorized 
in the 2018 Farm Bill. Farmers and 
landlords have until March 15, 
2020, to sign up for benefits for the 
2019 harvested crop and June 30, 
2020 to sign up for the 2020 wheat 
crop. The basic program opportuni-
ties are the same as in the previous 
farm bill: producers can elect for 
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC), 
a revenue protection program, or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC), a price 
loss program. 

The 2018 Farm Bill requires pro-
ducers to make a single program 
choice for both the 2019 and 2020 
crops. However, in contrast to the 
2014 Farm Bill, they can change 
their program choice on an annual 
basis in subsequent years. Given 
the late sign-up, producers will 
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Randy Fortenbery holds the Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair in Grain Economics at 
Washington State University. He received his Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from 
the University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.
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Figure 3: US vs. Washington wheat prices

know with near certainty what the optimal choice is for the 2019 and 2020 
crops, and since they can change their program selection in later years, losses 
associated with lack of flexibility under the previous farm bill are likely to be 
minimal. Given the poor price outlook, it is anticipated that most Washington 
producers will initially elect the PLC program.

Washington producers generally receive a premium over USDA reported 
wheat prices, and the USDA market price used to determine PLC payments. 
This is true for a couple of reasons: first, most wheat grown in Washington is 
soft white wheat headed to Asian markets. It is of higher quality than most 
other wheat varieties produced in the U.S. and thus captures a price premium. 
Second, Washington producers are closer to the export terminals compared 
to producers further inland, thus their local price does not have to be dis-
counted as much relative to the export price to cover transport costs to export 
terminals. Figure 3 shows the USDA calculated average all-wheat price on a 
monthly basis compared to the all-wheat Washington price.

U.S. white wheat production did not increase year-over-year in 2019, in con-
trast to overall wheat production. Total U.S. winter white wheat production 
was 231.7 million bushels in 2019, compared to 236.1 million in 2018. When 
spring varieties are included, total U.S. white wheat production remains un-
changed between 2019 and 2018. About 91 percent of white winter wheat was 
soft white. Washington farmers accounted for about 86 percent of U.S. winter 
white wheat production and 71 percent of spring white wheat.

Similar to all U.S. wheat, white wheat ending stocks for 2019/20 are expect-
ed to decline relative to 2018/19. As of December 2019, USDA was projecting 
white wheat ending stocks this year would total 85 million bushels compared 
to 88 million last year and 87 million in 2017/18. If realized, this will be the 
smallest white wheat ending stocks in the U.S. since the 2015/16 marketing 
year. The reduction in white wheat ending stocks for this year is completely 
driven by an increase in domestic consumption, with exports actually expect-
ed to decline slightly year-over-year.  
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Editor’s note: This content was provided by GoatThroat 
Pumps. Printing this does not imply any sort of endorsement by 
the Washington Association of Wheat Growers or Wheat Life 
Magazine. This magazine doesn’t usually accept sponsored con-
tent, but we felt this information about new EPA requirements 
was important to bring to the attention of our readers.

The liquid herbicide paraquat is widely used through-
out North America as an effective herbicide. However, 
in response to the risks associated with it, the EPA has 
pursued new, significant, restricted-use requirements. It is 
important that growers get up to speed on what the EPA 
has mandated in terms of new closed transfer systems 
required to safely dispense it. 

“There are some big changes in the EPA’s rules for 
paraquat use, and growers need to understand and fol-
low them to remain in compliance,” says Kerry Richards, 
director of Delaware’s Pesticide Safety Education Program. 
“Otherwise, there could be some hefty fines.”

By September 2020, new container standards for para-
quat will take effect, with “closed-system packaging for all 
nonbulk (less than 120 gallon) end-use product containers 
of paraquat,” according to the EPA.

The agency will require “new closed-system packag-
ing designed to prevent transfer or removal of the pesti-
cide except directly into proper application equipment. 

This will prevent spills, mixing, pouring the pesticide 
into other containers or other actions that could lead 
to paraquat exposure,” states EPA’s website (epa.gov/
ingredients-used-pesticide-products/paraquat-dichloride).

Paraquat containers from manufacturers will need to 
be completely sealed, with no screw caps, adaptors or 
other ways to open and decant the chemicals. To prevent 
accidental exposure or spills while transferring the liquid 
herbicide to smaller containers (for mixing or use), certi-
fied applicators must also utilize a closed transfer system 
that connects to the sealed container and cannot be easily 
circumvented.

Closed transfer systems are specifically designed to 
transfer liquids safely, while preventing accidental expo-
sure to the concentrated/diluted pesticide or rinse solu-
tion. Unfortunately, the EPA is leaving it to growers to 
engineer their own solutions or find solutions already on 
the market. 

“The grower is going to have to figure out which closed-
transfer systems meet the specific EPA requirements to the 
letter, and if they don’t get it right, they could get fined,” 
says Richards.

Although many types of closed transfer systems exist, 
many do not satisfy this new EPA mandate because they 
can be breached or circumvented in some way.  

EPA requirements place spotlight on closed transfer systems
 LABELING AND TRAINING CHANGES WILL TAKE EFFECT IN SEPTEMBER
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At Edward Jones, we spend time getting to know your 

goals so we can help you reach them.

To learn more about why a Roth IRA may make sense 

for you, call today.

Tax-free Income Is
one of the Best Gifts 
You Can Give Yourself 
at Retirement

CLASS 8 TRUCKS
521 N. EASTERN • SPOKANE, WA

(509) 534-9088 • class8trucks@aol.com

Marc B. Lange (509) 991-9088
Scott Lund (509) 995-5024
Jeff Miller (509) 599-9926

NOT JUST TRUCKS, 
TRAILERS TOO!

www.class8trucksales.com

Two examples of why the ag industry 
is in very capable hands this next 

generation.

Sons of Lonnie and Marci Green, grads 
of Liberty High and University of Idaho, 

these are hard-working young men 
making the most of opportunities, like  

adding a nice used trailer to fit the 
needs of the farm for years to come.

At Class 8, we are honored to work with 
this next generation and help them with  

our knowledge of trucks and trailers.

Tell us what you need….We’ll find it!

  

Jordan and 
Derek Green

Perkins
& Zlatich

tel 509-542-9700       fax 509-542-9702

CPAs, P.S.

Court Street Center
3616 W Court St. STE G   Pasco WA  99301

Certified Public Accountants
Ron Perkins   &   Danielle Zatlich

Serving the farming community 
with over 50 years of experience 
of accountant and tax services for 
individuals and business entities.
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FEATUREWL

Within this category are gravity-
assisted inversion systems, which 
are inserted into containers using 
adaptors and flipped upside down. 
The adapter depresses a valve so 
the chemical flows freely out of the 
container. However, gravity-assisted 
inversion systems can be easily 
circumvented and the chemicals de-
canted if the valve is pressed when 
the container is not properly seated 
in the adapter. 

Container breaching systems 
are another alternative. With this 
approach, sealed 1 to 2.5-gallon 
containers of product would be 
placed in an enclosed system and 
then pierced so the liquid contents 
drain to the bottom before being 
fed through hoses to the application 
equipment. A water input valve can 
also be used to safely rinse out the 
enclosure. The downside is that each 
grower would have to purchase a 
container breaching system to use 
the product at all, and partial con-
tainer use would not be possible. 

Probes inserted into containers for 
fluid extraction are also commonly 
used for volumes ranging from 10 to 
120 gallons. Because the container 
doesn’t have to be inverted, like a 
gravity-assisted device, a larger ves-
sel can be used. However, when the 
probe is extracted, it is a breach of 
the closed system. Also, there is no 
safe or compliant way for growers to 
rinse out the container after use.

The industry is responding to 
growers’ need to comply with the 
EPA’s new closed-system mandate. 
One company, GoatThroat Pumps, a 
Connecticut-based pump designer 
and manufacturer, is developing 
a system to specifically comply 
with EPA paraquat use require-
ments. In fact, California, the largest 
agriculture-producing state, already 
requires a closed transfer system for 
Category 1 pesticides, and the com-
pany already produces products that 
meet those exacting requirements.

Robb Soliday (509) 988-7018 Jason Emerson (509) 681-0466

SAVE UP TO 90%
ON CHEMICAL
SAVE UP TO 90%

ON CHEMICALS
• Self Calibrating 50 Times Per Second

• Adjusts Spray Timing with Speed

• One Button Startup

• Blanket or Spot Spray with One System

• Installs on SP’s, Pull Type and Wheeled 
Sprayers

 vantage-pnw.com

The small, versatile, hand-operated pressure pumps are engineered to work 
as a system, complete with everything needed to move liquids from the source 
container through measuring and into the mix tank with a simple triple-rinse 
set-up. Because the pumps use very low pressure (<6 PSI) to transfer fluids 
through the line and contain automatic pressure relief valves, they are safe to 
use with virtually any closed container. 

According to Richards, this type of pump is not only for paraquat, but can 
also be used for a variety of other ag chemicals that growers already use by 
utilizing various adaptors available from the pump manufacturer. 

“Using a hand-operated, closed-transfer pump system will not only help 
growers meet the new EPA paraquat standards by September, 2020, but also en-
hance the safety and ease of use of many other chemicals growers are pouring 
and mixing every day,” says Richards.

For more information about GoatThroat Pumps, visit their website at  
goatthroat.com.  
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Ritzville 509-659-1532

Spokane 509-535-1534

Sunnyside 509-837-5274

Yakima 509-453-3920

Connell 509-234-3311
 800-635-9977

Pasco 509-547-3326
 888-806-7676

Oroville 509-476-3610

Moses Lake 509-770-0769
Boise 208-375-7767

 fuel, this is Technology 

connelloil.com

509-993-2890509-235-5711

Dogbones for CaseIH Combines
1470 and 1480 Models

Built to last – Better than OEM quality

Clean Grain & Return Elevators
12 Gauge Construction    2.5 X Stronger than EOM

For newer model CaseIH Combines

Custom Welding      Industrial Machinery Guards  
Tool Boxes      Custom Truck Bodies and Flatbeds

All Types of Custom Design Work  

CALL JUSTIN MILLER TODAY!

16716 W. SR 904      Cheney, Wa

www.jandmfabrication.com

(cel)OR

Washington 
Wheat  

Foundation 
Annex

(in Ritzville, Wash.)

Rental Includes:
Seats 100 • Full service kitchen • Wi-Fi  

Free coffee and tea • Pull out wall divider  
2 large screens • Free parking  

18 x 22 lobby to gather or serve buffet 
Separate board meeting room (seats 12)

$50 (0-4 hours) or $100 (4+ hours)
Contact Chauna Carlson  

at the Washington Wheat Foundation rental line 

(509) 659-1987

www.bluemountainfarmandranch.com

Dayton WA
254 E Main St.
509-382-2020

Walla Walla  WA
317 N. Colville St.

509-524-9055

Meet Our New Team Member

KEVIN PAULSON

Blue Mountain Farm & Ranch

Blaine Bickelhaupt and Mark Grant of Blue Mountain Farm and Ranch are excited to 
welcome Kevin Paulson to the company. Kevin most recently provided farm manager 
services as part of his current business, Legacy Land Management. 

In addition to specializing as a Farm Manager, Kevin will be working with Blue Mountain 
Farm and Ranch on real estate transactions once he acquires his broker’s license. As 
a member of a fourth-generation Rosalia family farm, Kevin also brings passionate 
experience in farmland purchases, sales, and exchanges to his new position. His entire 
life has been dedicated to agriculture, farm owners and farmers living on the land.

One M�e Reas� To Go With The Team Y� Can Trust!

Kevin brings 15 years of 
experience as a farm manager 
with US Trust Bank of America 
and a lifelong involvement in 
agriculture to our team
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By Trista Crossley
One of the primary functions of the Washington 

Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) is to educate 
lawmakers on issues that could impact agriculture and ad-
vocate on behalf of wheat farmers trying to make a living 
growing a crop. The best way to do those things is to meet 
with elected officials face to face. It’s especially effective if 
the grower happens to live in that legislator’s district.

And there’s the rub. Wheat growers are predominantly 
on the east side of the state, leaving the majority of west-
side urban districts wheat grower-free. But WAWG’s 
lobbyist, Diana Carlen, thinks there might be an untapped 
resource to fill that need—landlords.

For many years, a group of wheat farmers has traveled 
to Olympia during the legislative session—usually in 
January or February—to visit with lawmakers and agency 
officials and present them with the wheat industry’s 
priorities for that year. They discuss bills that are being 
debated and answer any questions lawmakers might have. 
This annual trip, called Olympia Days, allows WAWG to 
establish relationships with elected officials and introduce 
urban lawmakers to the wheat industry. Carlen is primar-
ily responsible for setting up the Olympia Days appoint-
ments, and every year, she says legislators make a point to 
ask if anybody from their district will be attending.

“We have landlords based in other parts of the state, 
many of them in urban areas, so it would be nice to have 
those people participate in Olympia Days. It gives us a 
chance to show legislators that agriculture doesn’t just 
involve people in Eastern Washington,” she explained.

The typical Olympia Days schedule involves a group 
dinner, where priorities are reviewed and growers are 
assigned to visit legislators. The visits with legislators are 
usually about 15 minutes long, and wheat growers will 
try to see as many legislators as possible in a day and a 
half. Each group that visits a legislator includes at least one 
WAWG leader, staff member or Carlen, and a packet with 
WAWG’s priorities and general wheat industry informa-
tion. Growers aren’t expected to be an expert on any 
particular issue, and the meetings are generally meant to 
be casual and pressure-free. 

“Legislators just want to hear from real people,” Carlen 
said. “They get tired of always seeing me and the other ag 
lobbyists.”

A nonfarming landlord might wonder what they could 

contribute to these legislative meetings, but Carlen pointed 
out that they are part of the wheat industry as well.

“Having a nonfarming or retired landlord shows an 
alternative business model of farming from what we typi-
cally see,” she said. “It shows that sometimes, it doesn’t 
make financial sense for a person live on the farm and 
work there. Instead, they have to have other people work 
on the farm, and they themselves live and work elsewhere. 
It shows legislators that there are all types of people in-
volved in agriculture.”

For those landlords that aren’t quite ready to participate 
in Olympia Days, Carlen said there are other ways they 
can support the wheat industry.

“They could write their legislator a letter on an issue 
that WAWG is working on, or they could become more 
engaged in the association,” she said. “There are other op-
portunities for them to participate in the process.”

This year’s Olympia Days trip will take place Jan. 21-22, 
with a planning dinner on the evening of Jan. 20. Any 
wheat grower or wheat landlord is invited to participate. 
For more information, contact the WAWG office at (509) 
659-0610.  

ON LEASE FOR AND ABOUT LANDLORDS IN WASHINGTON STATE

Wanted: Landlords for Olympia Days
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Deferring crop insurance payments, adjustments
By Curtis Evanenko
McGregor Risk Management Services

Greetings and Happy New Year!
Our topic this month is a timely 

one, perhaps something to file away 
for any potential, future loss-year 
reference. What are deferred pay-
ments and a delayed loss adjust-
ment, and are they different? First 
off, I’m not an accountant or tax 
advisor—but I did spend the night 
in a Holiday Inn Express—and each 
operation and producer is different. 
Please contact a trusted tax advisor 
for concerns or questions specific to 
your business operation.

For purposes of this article, de-
ferred Multi-Peril Crop Insurance 
(MPCI), specifically revenue protec-
tion (RP), is deferring the crop insur-
ance loss payment from the current 
tax year into the following tax year. 
IRS Publication 225, “Farmer Tax 
Guide,” makes a large generalization 
that all revenue policies only protect 
the revenue side, however, the RP 
policy provides both yield and reve-

BOTTOM LINE
THE

Sponsored by the 
Agricultural Marketing 

& Management 
Organization. 

For more information and  
a schedule of classes visit  

wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

nue protection. Several accounting firms that I have contacted disagree with the 
IRS’s broad statement. “Payments made for ‘destruction or damage’ of the crop 
are clearly allowed to be deferred,” says Amy Reimer, a CPA with Leffel, Otis, & 
Warwick. Again, please contact your tax advisor about your specific operation.

The key to deferring an RP loss payment is the ability to separate the loss 
amount(s) that are directly from production (bushels) and revenue (price). All 
Approved Insurance Providers (AIP) do separate and identify the amounts at-
tributed to production and revenue, thereby allowing the producer to defer the 
production portion of the loss into the following year. If there is no identifiable 
peril (drought, frost, hail, etc.) that caused “damage and destruction,” meaning 
the loss was solely revenue, deferring loss proceeds is not an option.

Generally speaking, harvest for our region is completed by late summer; cor-
respondingly, losses in our area are typically finalized prior to the end of the 
calendar year. This means delaying or procrastinating a returned phone call to 
the loss adjuster may not stretch the loss payment into the following tax year.

In order to defer any potential loss payments under the MPCI policy, 1) the 
insured must qualify; 2) there must be a cause of loss creating the payment; 
and 3) total loss monies paid to the producer must be identified separately by 
production (bushels) and revenue (dollars). For tax planning purposes, this may 
be a perfect option for your operation.

As a resource, CliftonLarsonAllen posted a blog in August of this year re-
garding this matter at blogs.claconnect.com/agribusiness/can-you-defer-rp- 
crop-insurance-proceeds/

Regarding a delayed loss adjustment, specifically, a delay in farm-stored 
production, this is a (relatively) recent policy choice from the Risk Management 
Agency (RMA), specifically for insurance units that have production stored on 
the farm vs. production hauled to a commercial elevator. If all production has 
been hauled to a commercial elevator, the extension is not an option. The MPCI 
policy allows for up to a 180-day delay in the measurement of production from 
the end of insurance period (EOIP), which is Oct. 31 for wheat. The specific state-
ment from the 2020 MPCI wheat county actuarial says:

“The gross amount of production will be determined by us not later than 180 days 
after the EOIP. At the end of 180 days, the adjuster will measure the production as 
soon as possible so your claim can be completed and submitted no later than 30 days 
after the 180th day.” 
The purpose of this choice is to allow for exact bushels to be used when deter-

mining production and corresponding loss for the MPCI policy. The loss adjust-
ment manual that all AIP adjusters follow requires that any farm-stored produc-
tion calculation determination use a “pack factor.” My experience indicates the 
calculation and determination process of farm-stored bushels to be overstated, 
accounting for more bushels than are actually present. In other words, more 
determined bushels makes for more production to count and correspondingly 
reduces any payable loss. Prior to this extension being available, I’ve seen grow-
ers ultimately deliver fewer bushels than what was previously calculated by the 

54 WHEAT LIFE    JANUARY 2020
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Curtis Evanenko has more than 25 years of crop insurance 
experience serving the Pacific Northwest from both the whole-
sale and retail sides of the business. He currently serves as a 
risk management advisor with McGregor Risk Management 
Services. He can be reached at (509) 540-2632 or by email at 
cevanenko@mcgregorrisk.com.

loss adjuster, and their request that the loss be reworked 
with the correct bushels be denied. Ultimately, the intent 
of RMA and the MPCI policy is not to underpay produc-
tion losses, but rather pay them correctly.

A producer can choose to have some units worked (i.e. 
units where production has been delivered to a commer-
cial buyer) and units with farm-stored production delayed 
(up to 180 days) until production is delivered commercially 
and precise bushels are known. As stated previously, if all 
production has been delivered to a commercial facility, the 

delayed production determination is not a viable option.
I believe this flexibility and having accurate bushels 

used to determine any and all losses are ultimately what is 
best for both the producer and RMA. Anytime a producer 
has a potential loss and any production is farm stored, I 
highly recommend taking advantage of the delay in farm-
stored production option.

I wish all a blessed and successful new year!  

Insurance for 
Whatever You Grow  
Whether you raise cattle or grow nursery 
stock, row crops, grain, hay or fruit, 
COUNTRY Financial® has got you covered. 
Your local nancial representative can help 
balance your need to protect what you have 
with your desire to build for the future. We 
o er great coverage for farm vehicles, too. 

Grow your own way with COUNTRY Financial.  

- HO
Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual 
Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Paul Koethke LUTCF 
Moses Lake 
(800) 689.9259

James Penning LUTCF 
Yakima 
(800) 741.6135

Serving farmers for over 85 years

POMEROY GRAIN GROWERS

Pomeroy Grain Growers, Inc.
Pomeroy Grain Office  509-843-1694
Pomeroy Agronomy  509-843-1394

Farm Commodities-Colfax  800-424-5056
www.pomeroygrain.com

Like our FaceBook page and follow us on 
Twitter for the latest industry news. Search 

for Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers
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QUOTEQUOTEWORTHYWORTHY
“When you think 
about the scale… 
and that’s double 
the highest 
exports we’ve 
ever had. That’s 
a significant 
number, and it 
would be a real 
bonanza if we 
can trust China to do what they say 
they’ll do.”
—Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue during an event 
in Omaha on the news that China has agreed to a trade 
deal, which includes a promise to purchase $40-$50 
billion in ag products from the U.S. (Des Moines Register)

“So unfortunately, USMCA is an exercise through all 
kinds of new provisions to diminish trade, and that’s 
why I hope Republicans reconsider this. We have 
historically recognized we’re all better off with more 
open markets.”
—Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Penn.) arguing that the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement is a 
“complete capitulation” to Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) on trade. (thehill.com)

“But ultimately, whether 
this whole agreement 
works is going to be 
determined by who’s 
making the decisions in 
China, not in the United 
States. If the hardliners 
are making the decisions, 
we’re going to get one 
outcome. If the reformers 
are making the decisions, which is what 
we hope, then we’re going to get another 
outcome.”
—U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer on the phase one 
agreement between China and the U.S. Details are still unclear. 
(cnbc.com)

“This deal would amount to a modest de-escalation of 
trade hostilities but hardly resolves the fundamental 
trade and economic tensions that are dampening 
business sentiment and investment in both countries.”
—Eswar Prasad, an economist at Cornell University and former head of the 
International Monetary Fund’s China division. (capitalpress.com)

“It is 
infinitely 
better 
than 
what was 
originally 
proposed 
by the 
administration.”
—House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) after provisions were 
added to the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement that addressed labor 
law enforcement, environmental 
standards and prescription drugs. 
(washingtonexaminer.com)

“Despite all of this challenge over the last couple years, them not buying wheat, we (in) 
the U.S. wheat industry have continued to provide trade servicing, to interact, to bring 
Chinese teams...to the states. We’ve been fully engaged with them, looking forward to 
the time we could return to the market.”
—Glen Squires, CEO of the Washington Grain Commission, on “phase one” of the deal with China. (capitalpress.com)
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Fill out form and send, along with payment, to PO Box 184, Ritzville, WA 99169. Checks should be made out to the Washington Wheat PAC.

Political advocacy is something  
many of us think we can never get involved in;  

the Washington Wheat PAC is out to change that.

Yes, I would like to join with the Washington Wheat PAC’s vision and support their actions with my donation.

When you make a donation to the Washington Wheat PAC, you are investing in the future of agriculture in Washington State.

Why Support the Washington Wheat PAC? 
Washington farmers are losing ground 
politically! The ability to protect our interests 
is slowly dwindling. Washington wheat 
producers need elected officials who know 
and understand the industry. Without these 
relationships our ability to remain competitive 
is at risk. Now is the time for the industry to join 
together and proactively influence legislation 
that directly impacts the Washington wheat 
producer. 

Please join our efforts by financially supporting 
the Washington Wheat PAC. Your contribution 
will strengthen the network of elected officials 
who understand the wheat industry’s goals and 
objectives by fighting for what is critical to the 
livelihood of our members.

The Washington Wheat PAC is a nonpartisan political action 
committee that is dedicated to supporting ag-friendly candidates.

The Washington Wheat PAC pledges to promote and support 
elected officials from all parts of the state who positively influence 

agriculture.

Spray Adjuvant

When you Need it Done:
-Quickly.
-Thoroughly.
-And at the Best Price. 
The Adjuvant has to be GlyLoad™
Perfect with - glyphosate, paraquat and glufosinate.

Questions? Contact Chase Boman--801.791.7186

Get the Best Burndown 
Weed Control 

For more information about GlyLoad™ or other great AgraSyst products, visit our website: www.agrasyst.com
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Riley Dormaier (20 
months) heads home 

after delivering lunches 
to the harvest crew 

on the family’s fourth 
generation wheat farm 
near Hartline. Photo by 

Robin Dormaier.

(From left) Ryker Wagner (6), Colden Wagner 
(6) and Bennett Wagner (9) during harvest in 

Harrington. Ryker and Bennett are brothers, and 
Colden is their cousin. They are all the grandsons 

of John and Linda Wagner. Photo by Linda 
Wagner. 

This day during harvest 2019 at James Farms in Dayton was 
too wet for the grown-ups to cut, but not too wet for Levi 

Bowen (11). Photo by Josh Bowen.



Your wheat life...

Sunrise on Alpowa Summit near Pomeroy. Photo by Nate Gilbert. Michaela Goetz (17 months) waiting 
for a combine ride with her dad, Nick, 
at Kunz Farms in Davenport. Photo by 

Natasha Goetz.

Email your wheat life 
pictures to us at  

editor@wawg.org. Please 
include location of picture, 

names of all people 
appearing in the picture 
and ages of all children. Harvest 2019 at Four Aces Farms Partnership in Pomeroy.  

Photo by Selena Wolf.

Ashlynn Norton on Coyote Flats 
Farms south of Ralston. Photo 

submitted by Brenden Bell.



All dates and times are subject to change. 
Please verify event before heading out.

JANUARY 2020
7-8 2019 CROPPING SYSTEMS 
CONFERENCE. Three Rivers Convention 
Center in Kennewick, Wash. 
Presentations on integrated nitrogen 
management, drought resistant soil and 
implementing regenerative ag practices. 
Breakout sessions will include cover 
crops, precision ag, soil health, ag busi-
ness and consumer trends. Registration 
and more information is online at   
directseed.org/events/annual-conference/

9 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat 
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash. 
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

15-16 NORTHWEST HAY EXPO. Three 
Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick, 
Wash. For more information visit  
wa-hay.org/nwhayexpo/

17-18 CASCADIA GRAINS 
CONFERENCE. Connecting growers, 
processors, brokers, investors and poli-
cymakers across the grain value chain. 
Olympia, Wash. Registration required. 
cascadiagrains.com

17-26 LAKE CHELAN WINTERFEST. An 
event for the whole family! Winterfest is 
two weekends of ice sculptures, music, 
wine tasting, ale tasting, kids activities, 
polar bear splash, beach bonfire, fire-

works and more! Chelan, Wash.  
lakechelan.com/winterfest/

18 WINTERFEST. Experience the fun and 
excitement of winter games in Deer Park! 
A community celebration with events 
for the whole family. Deer Park, Wash. 
deerparkchamber.com

18-19 BAVARIAN ICE FEST. Snow 
sculptures, games and fireworks. 
Leavenworth, Wash. leavenworth.org

25 WOMEN IN AG CONFERENCE. Join 
women in 25 different locations through-
out the Pacific Northwest for inspiration, 
learning and networking. This year’s 
theme is “Healthy Farms.” Find a location 
and register at womeninag.wsu.edu

FEBRUARY 2020
4-6 SPOKANE AG EXPO. The largest 
farm machinery show in the Inland 
Northwest. More than 250 agriculture 
suppliers and service companies all un-
der one roof. Spokane Convention Center. 
greaterspokane.org/ag-expo/

11 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat 
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash. 
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

27 3RD ANNUAL PALOUSE 
ALTERNATIVE CROPPING SYMPOSIUM. 
This event will promote healthy soils and 
profitable farming. Local farmers will 
share experiences on cover cropping, 

intercropping and integrating livestock. 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., View Room, Gladish 
Community Center in Pullman. More 
information at palousecd.org/symposium

MARCH 2020
1 SAUSAGE FEED. All you can eat from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Homemade sausage, 
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, roll, applesauce, pie and beverage. 
There is also a beer garden. Uniontown 
Community Center, Uniontown, Wash. 
uniontownwa.org/events/

6-8 SPRING ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW. 
Features 300 professional artists and 
crafters from across the U.S. Spokane 
Fair and Expo Center, Spokane, Wash. 
custershows.com

20-22 SPRING ARTS AND CRAFTS 
SHOW. Features 150 professional artists 
and crafters from across the U.S. HAPO 
Center, Pasco, Wash. custershows.com  

HAPPENINGS

Submissions
Listings must be received by the 
10th of each month for the next 
month’s Wheat Life. Email list-
ings to editor@wawg.org. Include 
date, time and location of event, 
plus contact info and a short 
description. 

Horsch-Cougar Drill With New Hydraulic 10” Fill Auger

NORTH PINE AG EQUIPMENT, INC.
2007 E. Babb Road    Rosalia, Washington

509-994-2133 or cschmidt@att.net

• Precision Placement of Seed and Fertilizer
• Designed specifically for the Palouse Region
• Steerable Seed Cart   • 7.5” Paired Rows
• One Panel Controls Fill, Drain & Agitation

•  Horsch SW8000 cart with 130 bushel 
seed tank

•  1000 Gallon Fertilizer Tank with Cougar 
238 Drill

• Available in 30’, 35’, 38’ and 40’ widths!

FARM & HOME SUPPLY
1-888-643-3395  •  509-843-3395

www.fhsupply.com       Pomeroy, WA

2015 Case IH 8240H Combine, Hillco leveler, 2015 
MacDon 40’ draper header,  
1500 Sep. hrs ........................................$375,750

NEW Case IH 580 Quadtrac, PTO, Eng. Brake, 36” 
tracks ...........................................................CALL

‘08 Case IH 435 HD Steiger, triples, PTO .$127,750
New Great Plains 3000 Turbo Max/Harrow ...CALL
New Great Plains 3010 No-Till Drill 7.5”  
spacing ........................................................CALL

Great Plains 36’ Folding DDisk Drill,  
7” spacing ..............................................$12,500

28’ Donahue Machine Trailer ......................$2,500
‘89 JD 7722 Combine, 25’ header ............$17,500 
Case IH 3020 Header, nice cart .................$15,500
Wil-Rich 2900-10 Ten Bottom Plow, good  
condition, 18” shares .............................$12,950
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wheatland.bankEQUAL HOUSING LENDER  |  Member FDIC

AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
PERSONAL

 Keeping 
this guy
happy for
 most of 
40 years.  

At Wheatland Bank we’ve got our share of tough 
customers. Folks who wake up their own roosters more 
often than not while they carve out a living from seed, 
soil and whatever nature throws their way. They’re 
not inclined to skip town every time something shiny 
comes along. And they need a bank that thinks the 
same way. A local bank that keeps the money close. 
And can still do paperwork on a tractor fender. 

Come see us at the Spokane Ag Expo, Booth #2.

Washington Wheat  
Foundation Annex

(in Ritzville, Wash.)

FOR 
RENT

Rental Includes:
• Seats 100

• Full-service kitchen
• Wi-Fi  

• Free coffee and tea
• Pullout wall divider

• 2 large screens
• Free parking

• 18 x 22 lobby to gather  
or serve buffet

• Separate board meeting 
room (seats 12)

$50 (0-4 hours) or  
$100 (4+ hours)

Contact Chauna Carlson  
at the Washington Wheat  

Foundation rental line 

(509) 659-1987

DRY FERTILIZER EQUIPMENT
Nurse Boxes
Belt Loaders
Truck Spreaders
Hydraulic Drill Fills
C-200 Cleaners/Treaters
Brush Augers

509-535-3051
1404 N. Regal Spokane, WA

barberengineering.com
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Rock Steel Structures, Inc.

Shops  •  Warehouses  •  Equipment Storage
    Steel Buildings  •  Steel Stud Pole Buildings   

Grain Storage For Farms or Warehouses 
Grain Handling  •  Grain Bin Accessories

Water Storage Tanks  •  Aeration Systems 
Hopper Bottom Bins  •  Catwalks, Ladders and Towers

 Contact Scott Rock 509-764-9700
   scott@rocksteel.com Moses Lake, Wash.

Offering quality you can depend on:
  

Farm Storage ! Hopper Bottom Bins

Grain Bin Accessories

Water Storage Tanks ! Aeration Systems

Handling Equipment

Dealer Info

www.SCAFCO.com

Marketing And
Manufacturing Inc.

AGPRO CONSERVATION DRILLS

AgDirect Financing With Low 
Rates & Flexible Terms OAC

Proudly Serving Our Customers Since 1987
1112 Airway Avenue  Lewiston ID  83501

208-746-2212
Fax:208-746-9913

Rental Units Are Now 
Available  - Buy Or Lease

Independent Opener Suspension 
With In-Cab Control

800-492-2212agproinc.com
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Always read and follow all label directions, precautions and restrictions for use. Some products may not be registered for sale 
or use in all states. FMC, the FMC logo and Anthem are trademarks of FMC Corporation or an affiliate. ©2019 FMC Corporation. 
All rights reserved. 19-FMC-2033 11/19

.

Control costly grasses and weeds. No question about it. 
Protect your season with long residual control of Italian ryegrass, rattail fescue, yellow foxtail, downy brome* and other 
glyphosate- and ALS-resistant threats to your fields and yields with Anthem® Flex herbicide from FMC. It delivers a low 
use rate, easy tank mixing and application flexibility from 30 days preplant to fourth tiller.    

Anthem Flex herbicide is one of 40+ products eligible for the exclusive Agronomic Rewards, Performance Assurances 
and Product Financing with the FMC Freedom Pass program. 
Visit your FMC retailer or FMCAGUS.COM/ANTHEMFLEX to learn more.
*See 2ee label for WA, OR, ID and MT.



IT TAKES

 R E S I L I E N C E
T O  G E T  T H E  J O B  D O N E  R I G H T

T A K E  O N  T H E  S E A S O N  A T  WestBred.com
WB9668

The season will throw every challenge your way. But when you plant WestBred® 
Certified Seed varieties, you plant with proven disease and pest 

protection — backed by industry-leading research and 
breeding — to break through and win out.

Bayer, Bayer Cross, WestBred and Design® and WestBred® are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. ©2020 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. MWEST-19031_WL_FP_SW_2020


