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Fires char more than just land
By Ryan Poe

The smoke—and the cause of the smoke—hanging in the 
air as I write this column (in mid-September) is impossible 
to ignore.

Labor Day 2020 proved to be devastating for a lot of 
farmers and ranchers in Washington state. I read an article 
that described the weather that hit us as being a 100-year 
wind event, and I couldn’t have imagined how the day 
would play out. It is hard hearing of people that have lost 

their houses, equipment, pasture, fences, winter feed and livestock, some of which 
have had to be euthanized, to the fires that sprang up all over the state.

Two of the major fires, the Cold Springs fire near Omak and the Pearl Hill fire 
that started near Bridgeport, were just north and west of our farm. Another major 
fire, the Whitney fire, was east of us, in Lincoln County. Myself and other fam-
ily members volunteer on our local fire department, and we had multiple units 
involved in these fires. I ended up on a small flare-up on the Whitney fire and saw 
some of the devastation firsthand. 

Wheat growers were somewhat more fortunate as most of the wheat in these 
impacted regions had already been harvested. In fact, many in our area had just 
finished seeding, which in itself, is a hard, stressful time. I can’t imagine dealing 
with that and then having to scramble to evacuate your home or hop on a fire 
truck to go help neighbors.

Besides the obvious impact of lost homes, structures, fencing and livestock, 
there’s another less immediate cost that I don’t want to let slip under the radar. 
Because most of the wheat had already been harvested, it was primarily stubble 
that burned. Stubble might seem inconsequential, but that crop residue is vital as 
it helps control erosion and protects soil moisture. A lack of residue makes it much 
harder to manage fallow land, and it will likely increase costs for those farmers 
over the next year or two. Unfortunately, stubble that is burnt after the combine 
leaves the field is not eligible for any crop insurance payment.

The Palouse was also hit by fire, especially Malden and Pine City in Whitman 
County where a majority of each town’s buildings were destroyed. The sadness 
and heartbreak for everything that has been lost is overwhelming, and residents 
and producers are going to need help to get back on their feet.

In my area, local organizations have stepped up to assist in the recovery effort, 
including the Washington Cattlemen’s Association, which has set up a donate link 
on their website (washingtoncattlemen.org), and Okandogs in Okanogan County 
(facebook.com/OKANDOGS/), which is taking donations and delivering hay. 
Individuals are also getting involved. I even heard about a group of ranchers in 
Asotin County who donated a load of hay and sent it up north. This is definitely 
a good time to consider donating if you can. I also want to put in a good word for 
our local volunteer fire departments. They play a vital role in helping residents, es-
pecially in rural areas, and they can always use more help. I’d challenge every one 
of you reading this to consider volunteering if you have a volunteer fire depart-
ment in your area.

See page 18 for more information about initial recovery efforts and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture programs that might be available to impacted produc-
ers.  

President’s Perspective

Cover photo: Harvest at Moyer & Moyer LLC in Columbia County. See more harvest photos on pages 24-
29. All photos are Shutterstock images or taken by Wheat Life staff unless otherwise noted.
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WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Return this form with your check to: 
WAWG • 109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169. 
Or call 877-740-2666 and use your credit card to enroll by phone.

 Student $75

 Grower $125

 Landlord $125

 Industry Associate $150

Please check level of membership

Name

Farm or Business

Address

City

State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

County Affiliation (if none, write state)

Circle all that apply:
Producer Landlord Individual Industry Rep. Business Owner Student Other

We fight every day to ensure that life on the 
family farm continues to prosper and grow. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

Thank you to our 
current members

Grower or Landlord $125
Family $200 
(2 family members)
Partnership $500 
(1-5 family members)
Convention $600 
 (2 individuals)
Lifetime $2,500 
 (1 individual)

 X X X   X

 X X X   X 

 X X X X  X

 X X X  X X

 X X X X  X

Gr
ee

ns
he

et
Ne

w
sle

tt
er

W
he

at
 Li

fe
M

ag
az

in
e

Na
tio

na
l W

he
at

 
Gr

ow
er

 N
ew

sle
tt

er

An
nu

al
 H

ar
ve

st
 

Pr
in

ts

W
AW

G 
Co

nv
en

tio
n 

Fr
ee

 R
eg

ist
ra

tio
n

On
e V

ot
e p

er
 

M
em

be
r

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

Producer/Landowners (Voting Membership)

Washington Association
of Wheat Growers

     109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169 
509-659-0610 • 877-740-2666 • 509-659-4302 (fax)

www.wawg.org

More member benefits:  
• Greensheet ALERTS  •  WAWG updates
• Voice to WAWG through opinion surveys 
• National Wheat Grower updates
• State and national legislative updates

Call 877-740-2666 or visit www.wawg.org

Non-Voting Membership
Student $75
Industry Associate $150

 X X X
 X X X

✔ Preserving the Snake River dams.

✔  Maintaining a safe and sound 
transportation system that includes rail, 
river and roads.

✔  Establishing favorable trade agreements.

✔  Fighting mandatory carbon emission 
regulations.

✔  Fighting unreasonable notification and 
reporting requirements for pesticide 
applications.

WAWG’s current top priorities are:

If these issues are important to your operation, become a member today 
and help us educate our legislators and advocate for agriculture.  

We are making sure the wheat industry’s voice is heard.

  Family $200 (up to 2 members)

  Partnership $500 (up to 5 partners)

 Convention $600

 Lifetime $2,500



Wireworms,  
Cutworms,  
Armyworms
ONE SEED
TREATMENT

Lumivia® CPL insecticide seed treatment offers a new class of chemistry with a new 
mode of action that protects your wheat from multiple pests. It is in the diamide 
class of chemistry and totally different from neonicotinoids. Lumivia is systemic 
within plants, moving from roots to developing seedling stems and leaves. Your 
wheat is protected against early-season pests – such as wireworm, cutworm 
and armyworm – to help maximize plant stand and yield potential. To learn more, 
contact your seed company, ag retailer or Corteva Agriscience representative.

Visit us at corteva.us
®™Trademark of Dow AgroSciences, DuPont or Pioneer and their affiliated companies or respective owners. Lumivia® CPL insecticide 
seed treatment is not registered for sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is 

registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions. CPL stands for cereal product label. ©2020 Corteva



LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! Howard McDonald, vice president of the Washington Association 
of Wheat Growers and a grower from Coulee City, Wash., films a 30-second video spot for KXLY, 
a broadcast group that airs in Eastern Washington, for their “Tribute 4 Our Farmers” television 
spot. You can view the video at youtube.com/watch?v=WVOOMT-tmU0&feature=youtu.be

WAWG   WORKat
ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

Last month, the Washington 
Association of Wheat Growers 
(WAWG) held another virtual board 
meeting to discuss association 
business and hear updates on fire 
impacts, harvest and what’s happen-
ing in Olympia.

Harvest yields varied widely 
across Eastern Washington. In the 
Palouse, yields were above aver-
age with excellent quality. Further 
west, in Douglas and Grant coun-
ties, yields were average to below 
average. The Labor Day fires in 
Okanogan, Douglas and Lincoln 
counties were hitting ranchers hard, 
and in Whitman county, two small 
towns, Malden and Pine City, were 
essentially destroyed. Fortunately 
for wheat growers, by the time the 
fires started, harvest was mostly 
complete and the majority of what 
was burned was stubble. Growers 
were well into seeding, and most 
counties reported dry to extremely 
dry conditions.

WAWG lobbyist Diana Carlen up-
dated the board on state legislation. 
The big topic in Olympia concerns 
the estimated $9 billion budget 
shortfall that is predicted over the 
next four years due to impacts from 
COVID-19.

“Things will be very tight when 
legislators come back for the legisla-
tive session,” Carlen said., adding 
that there is still no decision on if 
legislators will hold a special ses-
sion, although there’s talk about a 
possible special session after the 
November election.

Legislators are looking closely at 
options for raising revenue. Carlen 
said carbon pricing and a capital 

gains tax are once again at the top of Democrats’ list, as well as cap and trade or 
a low carbon fuel standard since the transportation budget has been especially 
hard hit.

Looking ahead to the November elections, Carlen predicted that Democrats 
will still hold majorities in both the House and Senate. Legislators are also 
trying to plan for a legislative session that takes into account social distancing, 
possibly limiting attendance during committee meetings and expanding remote 
testimony.

“I’m not sure what the session will look like,” Carlen said. “Most people are 
predicting that it’s not going to be like it has been in the past.”

Representatives from all the major U.S. Department of Agriculture agen-
cies joined the meeting. Jon Wyss, state executive director of the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), said his office was busy dealing with impacts from the fires (at 
the time of the board meeting, there were seven major ones still burning). The 
agency is working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to 
get a deadline extension for conservation plan inspections, as they have been 
delayed by social distancing requirements and the fires. Despite the challenges 
faced by FSA, Wyss told board members that they hope to have Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) payments out during the last part of October.

Ben Thiel, director of the Risk Management Agency’s (RMA) Spokane 
Regional Office, said there could be an opportunity for wheat growers to ask 
RMA to consider splitting enterprise units into continuous cropping vs. sum-

Board meeting ‘zooms’ in on harvest, fires, legislature
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Our Roots Run Deep
NORTHWEST FIRST REALTORS FARM AND RANCH  
NOW OPEN IN WASHINGTON SOON TO BE OPEN IN OREGON & IDAHO!

MARK KLICKER
Broker

(509) 520-7370

MIRIAM GRANT
Owner/  

Designated Broker
(509) 520-5220

MARK GRANT
Owner/Broker 

Accredited  
Land Consultant
(509) 520-1906

MICHAEL GRANT
Broker

(509) 520-0895

OWEN LANNING
Broker

(509) 386-1828

CONTACT US TODAY FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Newly Opened: 317 N Colville, Walla Walla, Washington  

(509) 524-9055 | info@northwestfirstrealtors.com
www.NWFRFarmAndRanch.com

FIRST REALTORS
FARM & RANCH

MOVE DRY STORE
Augers Belt Conveyors Dryers Grain Bins Construction

NwGrainAugers.com509.535.1177 
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WAWG AT WORKWL

a spray Adjuvant 
as Versatile as the Columbia Basin 

and as Dynamic as the Palouse 

a spray Adjuvant 
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Water Conditioner
NIS Surfactant
Drift and Volatility Reducer

www.agrasyst.comwww.agrasyst.com

Questions?
Contact Chase Boman at 801.791.7186

For more information about Full Load CompleteTM, visit our website at:

FullLoadLoad
COMPLETE

TM

Invented, Designed, Developed and made right here in the PNW.

If not, then it’s time to get the only adjuvant that: replaces AMS, counteracts hard water, is designed to 
perform in all tank mixtures, and reduces drift and volatility.

mer fallow or by spring vs. winter wheat. He recommend-
ed that if board members were interested, WAWG should 
write a letter of support for the change.

Roylene Comes at Night, NRCS state conservationist, 
updated the board on staffing, saying that the state office 
has filled 25 positions, putting them at 146 employees (the 
state’s employee cap is 151), but many of the new hires 
haven’t yet relocated to Washington state. She also remind-
ed growers that the deadline for Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program applications is Nov. 20.

Moving from state to federal issues, Josh Tonsager, vice 
president of policy and communications at the National 
Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG), told board mem-
bers that NAWG continues to work with USDA on includ-
ing eligibility for all classes of wheat for Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) payments (see page 12 for an 
update on CFAP). NAWG is also working with Congress 
on reauthorization of the Grain Standards Act, which was 
set to expire at the end of September.

Glen Squires, CEO of the Washington Grain 
Commission (WGC), said the pandemic has caused at 
least three buyers’ conferences to be cancelled or post-
poned, and no trade teams have been able to visit Eastern 
Washington this year. Instead, the WGC is working with 
commissioners and growers to create videos to show cus-
tomers so they can visit virtually. 

The three Pacific Northwest states are requesting $3 
million from Congress to put together a herbicide weed 
resistance initiative. The funds would create two new posi-
tions, one in Pullman, Wash., and one in Pendleton, Ore., 
and provide university grants addressing herbicide weed 
resistance.

The next WAWG state board meeting is scheduled for 
Oct. 13.  

Spokane Ag Show  
exploring a virtual event 

Since 1978, the Spokane Ag Show has provided a strong 
platform for ag professionals to meet, learn and grow. 
We are proud of our history. Because of this, we regret to 
announce that due to the health restrictions and safety 
requirements placed on events due to COVID-19, we are 
forced to cancel the in-person 2021 Spokane Ag Show. That 
said, there is hope. We remain committed to providing the 
industry with the best possible showcase and platform to 
connect with clients and network with fellow profession-
als. Currently, we are exploring the latest technology in 
virtual trade shows.  

NRCS announces  
2021 EQIP Classic sign-up 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) reminds growers 
that application deadlines for the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) Classic in Washington state are 
approaching.

 Applicants must establish themselves as a USDA cus-
tomer and obtain all Farm Service Agency (FSA) eligibility 
requirements by Nov. 20, 2020. Please note, Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) determination takes an average of three 
weeks to be processed by the Internal Revenue Service. 
It is highly recommended that applicants submit their 
completed AGI form to FSA several weeks prior to the 
FSA eligibility determination deadline of Nov. 20, 2020. 
Submitting your AGI form to FSA on the last day of the 
application period will result in your AGI eligibility not 
being met within protracts by the deadline for fiscal year 
2021.

Although applications are accepted on a year-round 
basis, eligible applicants interested in EQIP Classic must 
have completed the following actions by the deadline to be 

Grower organizations  
make difficult decision  
to cancel 2020 convention

Due to the uncertain time frames of current group 
restrictions and the financial implications of delay-
ing a decision, the small grain grower associations of 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington regret to announce 
the cancellation of the 2020 Tri-State Grain Growers 
Convention. The event was scheduled for Dec. 1-4, 
2020, at the Coeur d’Alene Resort in Idaho.

“This was a very difficult decision to make, but we 
feel that with the current uncertainty and fluctuating 
social distancing restrictions, canceling this year’s con-
vention was in the best interests of our growers and our 
organizations,” said Michelle Hennings, executive direc-
tor of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers.

The 2021 Tri-State Grain Growers Convention is slated 
for Nov. 30-Dec. 3, 2021, at the Davenport Grand Hotel 
in Spokane, Wash. Idaho Grain Producers Association, 
Oregon Wheat Growers League and Washington 
Association of Wheat Growers hope to see you there!  
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WAWG AT WORKWL

considered for funding in fiscal year 2021:
•  Obtain all necessary FSA eligibility determinations 

(AD1026, AGI, FTE) within protracts; and
•  Submit their CCC-1200 EQIP application to their local 

NRCS office.
For more information about the EQIP program or FSA 

eligibility, please refer to the USDA Washington Natural 
Resources Conservation Service website at nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/main/wa/programs/financial/.

EQIP is a voluntary, technical and financial assistance 
program designed to help farmers, ranchers, private 
forestland owners, tribes and other private landowners/
managers with the application of conservation measures, 
such as forestland health improvements; irrigation effi-
ciency; nutrient run-off and/or animal waste management; 
improving native plant community health; removing 

human-made instream obstructions for fish passage; and 
reducing soil loss from wind or rain. In most instances, 
program participants can expect to pay roughly half of the 
costs associated with implementation of the conservation 
measures or practices.

“EQIP is a voluntary program to facilitate the adoption 
and improvement of natural resource management to 
increase private land resources sustainability,” said Keith 
Griswold, assistant state conservationist for programs. 
“Interested participants are encouraged to apply for 2021 
funding. Please do not wait until the last day to submit 
your application or attain FSA eligibility determination. It 
could reduce your chances to treat your identified re-
source concerns in 2021.”

To learn about technical and financial assistance avail-
able through conservation programs, visit nrcs.usda.gov/
GetStarted or your local USDA service center.  

If you like maps, U.S. Wheat 
Associates (USW) has a treat for 
you!

Last month, USW introduced 
the first digital map of the U.S. 
wheat production and sup-
ply system so that customers 
can see what kind of wheat is 
grown where and the ways 
that wheat is moved for ex-
port. The map was built in 
cooperation with Heartland 
GIS using funds from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
Agricultural Trade Promotion 
program.

“With six distinct wheat 
classes grown across many states and delivered by many 
different routes, the U.S. wheat supply chain truly is driv-
en by geography,” said USW Vice President of Overseas 
Operations Mike Spier. “The map provides a geographi-
cal information system that our team of representatives 
can use to help the world’s wheat buyers literally see 
where the wheat they are buying is grown, and how it 
can be transported to the export elevator.” 

The map includes a selection tool that allows viewers 
to identify, in any combination, U.S. wheat production by 
class; wheat shuttle loading terminals; Class 1 U.S. rail 

lines and spurs; river terminals; major rivers; and export 
elevator locations.

“Working with U.S. Wheat Associates and its state 
wheat commissions, we used data from multiple sources, 
including satellite imagery, to identify wheat planted area 
between 2013 and 2019,” said Todd Tucky, owner and 
senior consultant of Heartland GIS. “I believe this is the 
most accurate representation ever developed of where in-
dividual wheat classes have been produced in the United 
States.”

The USW Wheat Export Supply System map is posted 
at bit.ly/USWheatExportSupplyChain.  

USW introduces interactive wheat export supply system map

10 WHEAT LIFE    OCTOBER 2020



All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

 

MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE.
MINIMUM COMPACTION.

SEE US TODAY! 5 Locations to Serve You!

www.stjohnhardware.com

St. John Hardware &
Implement Co. Inc

Get in the field earlier and stay out longer with the Case IH Patriot® 4440 
Sprayer. The Case IH cab-forward, rear-engine design distributes weight more 
evenly, getting you into wet fields earlier for more timely application with less 
rutting and soil compaction. The AIM Command® spray system ensures a constant 
application rate at a specific, constant pressure even as sprayer speed and field 
conditions change. Enjoy the view from the Surveyor cab with room to stretch 
your legs and 90 square feet of glass that provides superb visibility in all 
directions. To learn more, see your Case IH dealer or visit us at caseih.com.

(509) 244-4902
904 S Hayford Rd
Airway Heights, WA 99001

Moscow, ID
(208) 882-7501

Fairfield, WA
(509) 283-2111

NezPerce, ID
(208) 937-2422

Fairfield, WA
(509) 648-3373

CLASS 8 TRUCKS
521 N. EASTERN • SPOKANE, WA

(509) 534-9088 • class8trucks@aol.com

Marc B. Lange (509) 991-9088
Scott Lund (509) 995-5024
Jeff Miller (509) 599-9926

NOT JUST TRUCKS, 
TRAILERS TOO!

www.class8trucksales.com

“It’s been a busy, diverse summer!”

Glad to hear crops were good. Here are just 
a few of the folks that came by, from custom 

cutters from Kansas to neighbors  
down the road. 

Thank you all. Come by or call!

  

From our fields to yours
• Cover Crops

• CRP, SAFE and Pollinator Mixes

• Hay and Pasture Mixes

• Alfalfa and Legumes

• Habitat Mixes

Products You Can Count On

800.828.8873
Give us a call today!

www.rainierseeds.com
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POLICY MATTERS
All classes of wheat eligible for 
2nd round of CFAP funding

All wheat is in!
Last month, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) announced a second round of Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP) payments that extends 
eligibility to all classes of wheat. In the first round of 
CFAP only hard red spring and durum wheat qualified 
for payments. The $14 billion package will provide pay-
ments for commodities that saw at least a 5 percent price 
decline between Jan. 13-17 and July 27-31. Wheat futures 
prices dropped more than twelve percent in the first seven 
months of 2020.

Payments will be based on crop year 2020 planted acres, 
excluding prevented planting and experimental acres.

“We are extremely pleased that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture recognized that all classes of wheat have 
been negatively impacted by the coronavirus,” said Ryan 
Poe, president of the Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers and a wheat grower from Hartline, Wash. 
“WAWG and the National Association of Wheat Growers 
(NAWG) have worked tirelessly to demonstrate that the 
parameters used by USDA in the first round of relief fell 
far short in identifying the marketing losses experienced 
by all classes of wheat. We appreciate that USDA lis-
tened to our feedback, and we will continue to work with 
NAWG to make sure that our growers have the support 
they need.”

About 80 percent of the wheat grown in Eastern 
Washington is soft white wheat. The other 20 percent is 
mostly hard red winter and hard red spring.

According to USDA, in the second round of CFAP, 
payments for eligible row crop commodities will be the 
greater of:

•  Eligible acres of the crop multiplied by $15 per acre; 
OR

•  Eligible acres of the crop multiplied by a nationwide 
crop marketing percentage; multiplied by a crop-
specific payment rate; and then by the producer’s 
weighted 2020 Actual Production History (APH) ap-
proved yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of 
the weighted 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-County 
Option benchmark yield for that crop will be used.

For wheat, the crop marketing percentage is 73 percent 
with a payment rate of $.54 per bushel. That comes out to 
an effective payment rate for all classes of wheat of $.39 
per bushel. Sign-ups will run from Sept. 21 through Dec. 
11.

“These payments will bring some much-needed certain-
ty to wheat growers as they turn their attention to getting 
next year’s crop in the ground,” said Michelle Hennings, 
executive director of WAWG. “In addition to depressed 
prices and rising input costs, many of our producers are 
struggling with the effects of drought, wildfire and the 
effects of the coronavirus. We want to recognize the work 
done by NAWG and by members of Congress to highlight 
the need of all wheat farmers to be included in CFAP. The 
bipartisan actions of Sens. Cantwell and Murray and Reps. 
Newhouse, McMorris Rodgers and Schrier to recognize 
the market losses our producers have endured are greatly 
appreciated.”

There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or 
entity for all commodities combined. Applicants who are 
corporations, limited liability companies or limited part-
nerships may qualify for additional payment limits when 
members actively provide personal labor or personal 
management for the farming operation. In addition, this 
special payment limitation provision has been expanded 
to include trusts and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2.

Producers will also have to certify that they meet the 
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© 2020 Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC.
CoAXium® and Cleaner Fields. Higher Yields® are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. Driven by Aggressor® Herbicides and Aggressor®  

are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Refer to the Aggressor® product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor® EPA Reg. No. 42750-313 AD030118

Sometimes all you need to hear is what you see. Side by side superiority. 
CoAXium® Wheat Production System driven by Aggressor® herbicide. Now a proven 

option for control of downy brome and feral rye.

Go to CoAXium.com/performance to see more extraordinary field photos.

COAXIUM WHEAT PRODUCTION SYSTEM.

IT WORKS.



POLICY MATTERSWL

Adjusted Gross Income limitation of $900,000 unless at 
least 75 percent or more of their income is derived from 
farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. Producers 
must also be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation provisions.

More information can be found at farmers.gov/cfap.  

NAWG urges action on grain 
standards act in Senate letter

Last month, the National Association of Wheat Growers 
joined other agricultural industry groups in signing a 
letter to all U.S. senators on the importance of the Senate 
taking action on the Grain Standards Reauthorization Act 
(USGSA). 

The USGSA provides a framework for the functioning 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Federal Grain 
Inspection Service, which provides certainty to foreign 
customers that all U.S. grains and oilseeds have been 
inspected and certified by an independent agency and 
provides great value to U.S. commodities, thereby enhanc-
ing the competitiveness of the U.S. in the world market.

“A properly functioning grain inspection system is 

critical, and we urge Congress to reauthorize the Grain 
Standards Act this year,” the letter states. “Despite the 
significant impacts of tariffs on exports, U.S. commodities 
have maintained some competitiveness in the interna-
tional market in part thanks to the premium international 
buyers place on the U.S. grain inspection system. Given 
the current uncertainty in trade agreements and many of 
the bearish factors working against U.S. farmers, it is criti-
cal we maintain one of our key advantages.” 

The USGSA was reported out of the Senate Ag 
Committee by voice vote earlier this summer. NAWG staff 
has been doing outreach to Senate offices, as completion of 
reauthorization is one of NAWG’s 2020 priorities.

Besides NAWG, the letter was signed by, among oth-
ers, the American Farm Bureau Federation, the American 
Soybean Association and the National Corn Growers 
Association.  

How are we doing?
Like something you read in Wheat Life? Disagree with 

something you read in Wheat Life? Let us know by email-
ing your comments and suggestions to editor@wawg.org. 
Please keep comments to less than 350 words. Comments 
may be edited for length.  

Most land exiting CRP used for annual crop production
Between 2013 and 2016, contracts for about 7.6 mil-

lion acres of land enrolled in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
expired. About 2.76 million acres of expiring land re-
enrolled in the CRP. Of the almost 4.89 million acres 
that exited the program during the period, 57 percent 
transitioned to annual crop production. At least half 
of the exiting CRP land transitioned to annual crop 
production in each of the four years. The most com-
mon annual crops grown on expired CRP land were 
soybeans (21 percent of the exiting CRP land that went 
into annual crop production); corn (16 percent); and 
wheat (16 percent). 

Perennial forage (such as alfalfa) and specialty crop 
(such as pecans) production accounted for 12 and 11 
percent, respectively. Taken together, 81 percent of 
former CRP land was put to some type of crop produc-
tion after exiting the program. The remaining exiting 
land was most often used as grass cover (14 percent) 
or tree cover (4 percent). Post-CRP acreage under grass 
cover may be used as pastureland or represent acres 
that are untouched after expiring from a grassland practice in CRP.  
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Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com

If you want to make sure your assets are distributed according to 
your wishes when you pass away, it’s important to review your 
beneficiary designations regularly.

Major changes to tax laws or major life events, such as marriage, 
divorce, birth or adoption of a child, or a death in the family, 
could mean a change is needed.

Why is it important to designate beneficiaries? 
Designating beneficiaries is one of the easiest and most direct 
ways to get your assets to the people and/or organizations you 
desire. Beneficiary designations may also help avoid probating 
your assets upon your death.

Please call or stop by today to schedule an appointment.

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Jay Mlazgar AAMS®

Financial Advisor
609 S. Washington

Ste. 203
Moscow, ID 83843

208-882-1234

Greg Bloom
Financial Advisor
Professional Mall I I

1260 SE Bishop Blvd. Ste C
Pullman, WA 99163

509-332-1564

Hank Worden
Financial Advisor
109 S. Second Ave

Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-529-9900
800-964-3558

Terry A. Sliger
Financial Advisor
1329 Aaron Drive

Richland, WA 99352
509-943-2920
888-943-2920

Joy Behen
Financial Advisor

6115 Burden Blvd. Ste A
Pasco, WA 99301
509-542-1626
877-542-1626

Chris Grover AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1835 First Street

Cheney, WA 99004
509-235-4920
866-235-4920

Brian E. Bailey AAMS®

Financial Advisor
303 Bridge Street Ste. 3

Clarkston, WA 99403
509-758-8731
866-758-9595

Ryan Brault CFP®

Financial Advisor
3616 W. Court St. Ste. I

Pasco, WA 99301
509-545-8121
888-545-8126

Pearled Barley
Barley Pellets

PO Box 118
110 W. Main St.

Palouse, WA

www.palouse.coop

509-878-1621
800-322-1621

Email:
grain@palouse.com

.,

.,

.,

.,
DRY FERTILIZER EQUIPMENT

Nurse Boxes
Belt Loaders
Truck Spreaders
Hydraulic Drill Fills
C-200 Cleaners/Treaters
Brush Augers

509-535-3051
1404 N. Regal Spokane, WA

barberengineering.com
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WASHINGTON WHEAT FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
The Washington Wheat Foundation board is extremely fortunate to have a diverse group 

of members with unique interests and backgrounds who all work to foster the common 
goal of helping the wheat industry thrive. This month, we would like to focus on one of 
the many things that Stacey Rasmussen brings to the table through her Farmer’s Daughter 
Photography business, telling the farmer’s story through pictures. You can see more of 
Stacey’s photos at fdphoto.shootproof.com/. ENJOY!  

Working to advance the small grains industry  
by building support for programs and activities  
that increase public awareness of farming.

Washington Wheat 
Foundation 
P.O. Box 252 

Ritzville, WA 99169 
(509) 659-1987 
wawheat.org

Calendar:

Reminders:

PMS BLACK

PMS 139

PMS 114

• Washington Wheat 
Ambassador Program 
application deadline 
Oct. 15, 2020. 
Information and an 
application can be 
found online at  
wawg.org/
washington-wheat-
ambassador-
program/. Open to 
high school seniors.

• Remember the 
Foundation in your 
charitable giving. Go 
to wawheat.org to find 
out more about ways 
that you can support 
your industry.
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WASHINGTON WHEAT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

High school seniors apply today. 
www.wawg.org/washington-wheat-ambassador-program
509-659-0610
Deadline: October 15, 2020

This is a program of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Contributions made in part by the Washington Wheat Foundation

farming
than sitting on a tractor.

There’s more to

We help build leaders.We help build leaders.
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By Trista Crossley
It was a Labor Day many farmers and ranchers in 

Eastern Washington aren’t going to forget.
On that day, wind-driven fires scorched hundreds 

of thousands of acres across the region, especially in 
Okanogan, Douglas and Lincoln counties. In Whitman 
County, the small towns of Malden and Pine City were 
almost completely destroyed. Franklin and Ferry counties 
also saw blazes spring up. According to news reports and 
information from the Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources, 58 fires started burning on Labor Day 
and burned more than 330,000 acres in 24 hours. In just 72 
hours, the wildfires had consumed more than half of the 
acreage burned in the record fire year of 2015. 

At the time of the fires, most wheat farmers had already 
finished harvesting the crop. While information is still 
being collected, it is believed that the majority of what got 
burned was stubble, not standing wheat. Unfortunately, 
that’s small consolation when livestock, buildings, equip-
ment and fencing did burn.

Almost as soon as news of the fires spread, so did news 
of organizations coordinating efforts to provide feed and 
other assistance to farmers and ranchers who were hit. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies quickly pub-
lished information on disaster assistance programs and 
loans.

In Douglas County, the Pearl Hill fire burned more 
than 220,000 acres, mostly a mixture of rangeland and 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) acres. Amanda Ward, 
district manager of the Foster Creek Conservation District 
said they are still in the process of trying to figure out 
what had been lost, saying that the fire left a “60-mile wide 
swath” through the northern part of the county, and the 
costs to rebuild will be “astronomical.” It is unknown how 
much of the area’s sage grouse habitat was destroyed.

“For miles, the landscape looks like a volcano or a bomb 
has gone off,” Ward said. “I think we are all in a bit of 
shock, trying to grasp the enormity of the losses.”

The conservation district is already working to secure 
recovery funding for landowners and is gearing up to 
offer technical assistance. In addition, the conservation 
district is serving as a point of contact for those who need 
immediate assistance, as well as those who want to assist.

“Right now, the immediate needs are stock feed,” Ward 

said. “If anybody wants to help, they can contact us, and 
we can put them in touch with the appropriate people.”

Another place for assistance information in Douglas 
County, both for those needing it and those wishing to 
donate, is Manthy Salcido, a Mansfield resident who lost 
property in 2014 due to wildfire. Using her past experi-
ence, Salcido is helping farmers and ranchers bridge the 
gap between immediate emergency needs and the time 
when USDA programs can kick in, especially in finding 
hay and smaller livestock feed. She said she sees herself as 
sort of a middleman, gathering information and forms for 
those who need them. While she isn’t accepting donations 
herself, she can help direct people to places where they 
can donate.

Salcido is available at (509) 449-2151 or by email at  
manthy.salcido@splitrockauto.com. 

As word of the fires spread, the Washington Cattlemen’s 
Association quickly organized relief efforts by setting up 
the Washington Emergency Wildfire Assistance Fund. All 
money collected will be used to help ranchers with cattle 
feed, hay and hay transport and delivery. There is a donate 
button on their website at washingtoncattlemen.org.

The Lincoln County Cattlemen’s Association is also co-
ordinating relief efforts for the Whitney fire, which burned 
more than 125,000 acres in that county. The group has set 
up a Facebook page with information available at  
facebook.com/groups/1028158634293014. Maddi 
Overmeyer and Alison Viebrock-Steveson are helping co-
ordinate those efforts. Viebrock-Steveson said there’s about 
30 ranchers and 10,000 head of cattle that were impacted 
by the fire. They are accepting money and supplies.

“We have guys that are pulling from their winter hay 
supply because they don’t have pasture. We have guys 
whose winter hay supply burnt down, so they are using 
donated hay at this time. Hay is really a big thing (we 
need), especially looking into winter,” Viebrock-Steveson 
said. “We are looking for hay, any size bales; fencing 
supplies, specifically T-posts; barbwire; clips; fencing for 
cattle; and donations. We are using those donations to buy 
pallets of protein tubs and that sort of thing to fill in gaps 
that we need to.”

All donations will be used first for Lincoln County resi-
dents. The group has set up a Go Fund Me account (which 
is linked on the Facebook page), and Viebrock-Steveson 
said they are in the process of setting up a 501c3 so the 
donations will be tax deductible.

Pulling together
EASTERN WASHINGTON GROWERS, RANCHERS STRUGGLE TO RECOVER FROM LABOR DAY FIRES
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wheatland.bank

 $80 million
    in ppp loans.
 That’s a lot
   of elbow
    bumps.

Yes, it was a little different, helping more than 650 

local farms and businesses take advantage of the 

new SBA Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans 

without shaking a single hand. Still it was some of 

the most gratifying work we’ve completed in our 

40-year history. The embodiment of what we mean 

when we say “Relationships you can count on.” 

And we just wanted to say thanks to each of our 

customers, old and new, for trusting us to deliver 

during this challenging time. Now if you’ll excuse us, 

we need to put our elbows on ice. Or maybe a bag 

of frozen peas.  

“It’s just amazing to see the 
responses from fellow ranchers 
and farmers from across the coun-
try. We’ve got hay coming from 
Nebraska and Texas,” she said. 
“We’ve got donations from people 
and ranchers and farmers from 
all across the country. I love to see 
the response from the agriculture 
community, but more than that, the 
response from people all across the 
country. Our ranchers feed America 
and the world the best quality beef 
available. This is our chance to give 
back and that’s exactly what people 
are doing.”

The United Way of Whitman 
County is helping coordinate 
donations for victims of the 
Babb-Malden/Manning fire, 
which is the fire that hit Malden/
Pine City. It burned more than 
18,000 acres. Money can be do-
nated by going to donorbox.org/
whitman-county-fire-relief-fund.

Up in Okanogan, the Cold Springs 
fire burned almost 190,000 acres. 
Okandogs, a dog adoption coordina-
tion group, is accepting donations 
to help feed livestock affected by 
the fire. Donate at their website, 
okandogs.com/donation. The 
Community Foundation of North 
Central Washington also has a fire 
relief fund that supports long-term 
recovery efforts. Information is at 
cfncw.org/ncwfirerelieffund/.

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) 
Washington state office has also 
jumped into action, publishing 
information on natural disaster as-
sistance programs. In mid-Septem-
ber, the state office held a webinar 
to review the programs and their 
requirements and to answer produc-
ers’ questions. The webinar pow-
erpoint can be accessed at fsa.usda.
gov/state-offices/Washington/index.

“Again in 2020, wildfires have 
struck much of Washington. They 
have consumed as much acreage as 
the 2014 Carlton and 2015 Okanogan 
Complex fires combined,” said Jon 
Wyss, FSA state executive director. 
“In September, FSA called a meet-
ing of the disaster board, which 
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approved requesting a Secretarial Disaster request for 
Okanogan, Douglas, Lincoln and Yakima counties. With 
that in mind, FSA held a webinar with 139 participants 
to go over all the potential programs FSA has to offer. 
Producers should contact their local office and provide a 
notice of loss as soon as possible.”

Many of FSA’s disaster programs require an environ-
mental review or a notice of loss to be filed before funds 
can be approved and restoration work begun. FSA em-
ployees emphasized that growers not start any work until 
they’ve contacted their local FSA office. More information 
can be found at the state office’s website, fsa.usda.gov/
state-offices/Washington/index, or at farmers.gov.

FSA has compiled a summary of their disaster programs 
and to highlight requirements of participation. Producers 
wishing to file an application should contact their local 
FSA office for specific eligibility requirements. Additional 
information on all USDA disaster recovery programs can 
also be found at farmers.gov/recover.

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
(ECP). Available for fire and flooding. The ECP provides 
cost share assistance up 75 percent (up to 90 percent for 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged or beginning 
farmer/rancher) of the cost of rehabilitation to the farm-
land and/or conservation structures damaged by a natural 
disaster. Payment is limited to $500,000. A 25 percent 
advance payment may be requested to assist with upfront 
costs of the restoration. Eligible practices include:

• Debris removal;
• Grading, shaping or leveling of land;
• Fence restoration; and
• Restoration of conservation structures.
Eligible applicants must submit documentation of 

damage as soon as possible. It is important that no work 
begins prior to contacting FSA and requesting assistance 
as completion of an environmental review must be done 
prior to work beginning. 

EMERGENCY HAYING AND GRAZING. This 
program gives producers the ability to hay or graze CRP 
contracts in areas that have been impacted by eligible 
natural disasters. Payment reductions no longer apply 
under emergency provisions, and counties may be ap-
proved when a forage loss of 40 percent or more is seen. 
Emergency haying is authorized in approved counties 
for up to 60 days. Emergency grazing is authorized for a 
single period up to 90 days, but livestock must be removed 
30 days prior to the first freeze date established for the 
county. All requests for emergency haying or grazing 
must be processed through the FSA committee, and an 
approved or modified conservation plan must be in place 
prior to approval. 

EMERGENCY FOREST RESTORATION 
PROGRAM (EFRP). Available for fire and flooding. 
EFRP provides cost share assistance to eligible owners 
of nonindustrial private forest land to restore forest land 
damaged by a natural disaster. Up to 75 percent of the 
cost of restoration may be provided to eligible applicants, 
with a payment limitation of $500,000. Eligible practices 
include, but are not limited to:

• Debris removal;
• Site preparation, planting materials and labor;
• Restoration of roads or erosion control structures; and
• Tree shelters or tubes.
Eligible applicants must submit documentation of 

damage as soon as possible. It is important that no work 
begins prior to contacting FSA and requesting assistance 
as completion of an environmental review must be done 
prior to work beginning. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR LIVESTOCK, 
HONEYBEES AND FARM-RAISED FISH 
PROGRAM (ELAP). Available for fire, except on 
federally managed land, and flooding. ELAP provides 
assistance to eligible livestock producers who suffer feed 
and grazing losses associated to adverse weather events. 
Eligible land under ELAP must be privately owned. 
Payments are only issued for the number of days that the 
grazing land was lost, not to exceed 180 calendar days 
for grazing losses due to fire. Eligible livestock producers 
must submit verifiable or reliable documentation includ-
ing, but not limited to:

• Livestock inventory numbers;
•  Documentation of additional feed purchases above 

normal quantities; and
• Proof of livestock removal from the affected pasture.
In addition to the aforementioned documentation, eli-

gible producers must file a notice of loss on CCC-851. 
EMERGENCY LOAN PROGRAM (EM). Available 

for fire and flooding when authorized by a disaster 
declaration. The EM provides emergency loan funds to 
producers within primary and contiguous counties where 
a disaster declaration has been issued and typically have 
a repayment term of one to seven years. Emergency loan 
funds (up to $500,000) can be utilized to assist with res-
toration or replacement of essential property; production 
costs associated with the disaster year; essential family liv-
ing expenses; and reorganization or refinancing of certain 
debts. In addition to the required issuance of a declaration, 
eligible producers must also:

• Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident;
• Have an acceptable credit history;
• Be unable to obtain credit from commercial sources;
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Albaugh’s Seed Treatment Technology Goal is to deliver value through:
1. Customized seed treatment solutions driven by micro-climates and grower needs

2. Dynamic and robust seed treatment portfolio focused on innovation and field performance

3. New & novel technology via collaborations and research and development

Contact your local seed retailer for exciting information on a new Wireworm 
seed treatment resulting from a collaborative partnership.

TO GET YOUR CROP TO 
LOOK LIKE THIS…

YOUR SEED RETAILER STARTED THIS 
OPPORTUNITY BY DELIVERING YOU 

A CUSTOMIZED SEED TREATMENT 
THAT LOOKED LIKE THIS.

*Winter Wheat Crop treated with a customized Albaugh Seed Treatment
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• Have collateral available to secure the loan; and
• Have the ability to repay the loan.
All applications must be filed within eight months of the 

disaster declaration date. 
LIVESTOCK FORAGE DISASTER PROGRAM 

(LFP). Available for fire, but only on federally managed 
lands impacted by the fire for which the producer is 
prohibited by the federal managing agency from grazing. 
Not available for flooding. The LFP provides assistance to 
eligible livestock producers who have suffered losses due 
to wildfire on federally managed grazing land (privately 
owned land is eligible under ELAP). Payments are calcu-
lated at 50 percent of the monthly feed cost for the number 
of days that the eligible producer is prohibited from allow-
ing the livestock to graze the federally managed range-
land, not to exceed 180 days.

Eligible livestock include:
•  Only those that would have been grazing the land 

during the normal grazing period for the specific 
pastureland.

•  Livestock that are owned, leased, purchased, under 
contract for purchase or those held by a contract 
grower during the 60 days prior to the disaster event.

•  Those maintained for commercial use as part of the 
farming operation.

•  Calves that are weaned and receive their nutrition 
from forage crops.

Producers must file an application within 30 calendar 
days following the end of the calendar year in which the 
grazing loss was suffered. Producers must also provide 
documentation from the federal agency that they have 
been prohibited from grazing the leased land; a complete 
acreage report; copy of the applicable grazing leases; a 
copy of their grower contract if applicable; and reliable or 
verifiable inventory records of the livestock. 

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP). 
Available for fire and flooding. LIP provides assistance 
to eligible livestock producers who have suffered losses 
beyond normal mortality for fire or other eligible loss con-
ditions. Payments are provided at a rate of 75 percent of 
the market value of the applicable livestock (determined at 
the national level) that died as a direct result of the eligible 
loss condition, minus the adjustments made for normal 
mortality for the year.

Eligible livestock include:
•  Only those that would have been grazing the land 

during the normal grazing period for the specific 
pastureland.

•  Livestock that are owned, leased, purchased, under 
contract for purchase or those held by a contract 

grower during the 60 days prior to the disaster event.
•  Those maintained for commercial use as part of the 

farming operation.
•  Calves that are weaned and receive their nutrition 

from forage crops.
Producers wishing to file an application must submit 

a notice of loss within 30 days of when the loss becomes 
apparent. All applications for payment must be complete 
within 60 calendar days following the end of the calendar 
year of which the loss occurs. Eligible producers must pro-
vide documentation that they were in possession or con-
trol of the livestock; their beginning and ending inventory 
numbers; and/or documentation of sales that occurred at 
reduced prices due to injuries. 

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (NAP). Available for fire if insurance was 
purchased prior to event and only as a related condition to 
an eligible disaster. Available for flooding if insurance was 
purchased prior to event. NAP provides financial assis-
tance to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, 
loss of inventory or prevented planting occur due to 
natural disasters. Coverage must be purchased prior to a 
disaster event to be eligible for assistance. The application 
closing date for 2021 perennial forage crops was Sept. 30, 
2020. If 2020 coverage was applied for timely, NAP cover-
age ends once the crop is harvested. If hay was destroyed 
by fire after harvest, losses may be eligible for ELAP. For 
NAP-covered crops, a notice of loss must be filed with 
your FSA county office the earlier of 15 days of the occur-
rence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
also offers programs to producers who have been impact-
ed by natural disasters, including drought assistance and 
the Emergency Watershed Protection Program. 

EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION 
PROGRAM (EWP). All EWP projects must reduce 
threats to lives and property; be economically, environ-
mentally and socially defensible; be designed and imple-
mented according to sound technical standards; and 
conserve natural resources. Eligibility for EWP does not 
depend upon a presidentially declared emergency. Each 
NRCS state conservationist is authorized to declare a local 
disaster emergency, which triggers the same assistance 
that would be available through a presidentially declared 
disaster. Through EWP, NRCS may pay up to 75 percent of 
the construction costs of eligible recovery projects. Ninety 
percent may be paid for projects within limited resource 
areas as identified by U.S. Census data.

For more information on NRCS programs that may be 
available in your area, contact your county NRCS office.  
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JessAuto.com509.334.6000

1991

Family
Still MEANS SOMETHING

AgDirect Financing With Low 
Rates & Flexible Terms OAC

Proudly Serving Our Customers Since 1987
1112 Airway Avenue  Lewiston ID  83501

208-746-2212
Fax:208-746-9913

Rental Units Are Now 
Available  - Buy Or Lease

Independent Opener Suspension 
With In-Cab Control

800-492-2212agproinc.com

Marketing And  
Manufacturing Inc.

AGPRO  
CONSERVATION 

DRILLS

AG LAND AUCTIONS
625+/- acres in Kootenai Co, ID 

in the “Setters” area. 5 parcels  
in 3 locations.  

Online-only bidding Oct. 9-14. 
C.D. “Butch” Booker, Broker 

Licensed in Idaho, 509-989-2855

139+/- acres in Spokane Co, WA 
1 parcel on S Chapman Rd.  

Online-only bidding Oct. 15-20. 
C.D. “Butch” Booker, Broker 

Licensed in WA, 509-397-4434

Online ONLY Bidding on 
Booker2Bid.com 

Bidding requires prequal letter, deposit by 
cashier’s check and online registration. 
10% buyer’s premium. Details at 
kincaidrealestate.com 
Kincaid Real Estate, Colfax, WA

Perkins
& Zlatich

tel 509-542-9700       fax 509-542-9702

CPAs, P.S.

Court Street Center
3616 W Court St. STE G   Pasco WA  99301

Certified Public Accountants
Ron Perkins  &  Danielle Zlatich

Serving the farming community 
with over 50 years of experience 
of accountant and tax services for 
individuals and business entities.
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If you ask a wheat 
farmer what their favorite 

part of farming is, odds 
are they’ll say harvest. It’s 
long hours in hot sun and 
dusty conditions, battling 

broken equipment and 
juggling needs. But it’s 
also the culmination of 

months (or more) of work, 
a “fruits of your labor” 

moment of satisfaction.

Mercer Dryland Farms • Benton County

Garfield County

RCM Farms LLC & Matthiesen Farms Inc.
Douglas County

Thornton Elevator • Whitman County

Prescott Elevator • Walla Walla County
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GW Geib Inc. • Lincoln County

Jim Kent • Walla Walla County

Pierret Inc. Farm • Franklin County Henning Farms JV • Whitman County

Cochrane Farms 
Franklin County

Christen Farms Inc.
Benton County
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Robinette Ranches • Columbia County

Rolling Hills Farms Inc. • Spokane County

GW Geib Inc. • Lincoln County

RCM Farms LLC & Matthiesen Farms Inc.
Douglas County

Pierret Inc. Farm • Franklin County

Dormaier Family Farms • Grant County
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Jim Kent • Walla Walla County Mercer Dryland Farms • Benton County

Bingman Farms • Garfield County

Harold Hennings Farm • Adams County Moyer & Moyer LLC • Columbia County
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Rolling Hills Farms Inc. • Spokane County

Kagele Farms Inc. • Adams County McKenzie Farms LLC • Adams County

Isaak Brothers • Grant County

Cochrane Farms • Franklin County Thornton Elevator • Whitman County
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Thank you to all the Eastern 
Washington wheat farmers who so 

graciously allowed Wheat Life staff to 
tag along while they were harvesting. 
Photos of Pierret Inc. Farm in Franklin 
County were taken by Martin Pierret. 

Photos of Harold Hennings Farm 
in Adams County were taken by 

Michelle Hennings.

Harold Hennings Farm • Adams County

Henning Farms JV • Whitman County

Bingman Farms • Garfield County

Grant County

McKenzie Farms LLC • Adams County

Moyer & Moyer LLC • Columbia County
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If elected governor, what are your 
top three priorities, and how will you 
address them?

My focus as governor continues to be 
on working with health experts and local 
leaders to fight the coronavirus and support 
Washingtonians who are struggling. By com-
ing together to wear masks and follow health 
guidelines we can save lives, reopen our 
economy, and beat this virus.

As Washington launches our economic 
recovery by reopening safely in phases, we 
must engage the same innovative, progres-
sive spirit that Washington state has always 
espoused to enhance the security and oppor-
tunity of all in our state.

We are poised to rebound more quickly thanks to our 
administration’s work to provide stability for Washington 
families over the last eight years. Our state passed 
the nation’s best Paid Family and Medical Leave, we 
have expanded health care coverage to nearly 800,000 
Washingtonians, and ensured full and partial college 
tuition scholarships are available to working and middle-
class Washingtonians—all of which has better protected 
and prepared us to rebuild our great state. I am excited to 
build on that progress, focusing on creating jobs, expand-
ing housing, investing in our children’s education, and 
creating the clean energy economy of tomorrow.

This year has thrown a wrench into the state’s 
budget both in terms of available funding for 
various sectors such as transportation, education, 
etc., as well as incoming revenue for the state. What 

do you think is the best way to provide 
for the funding necessary to deal with 
COVID-19 as well as the regular needs of 
the state?

We are facing a pandemic-fueled economic 
crisis, and our state now must confront tough 
decisions about how to manage a budget 
shortfall, support people and businesses 
when they need it most, and rebuild our 
economy. I have already made cuts, includ-
ing vetoing hundreds of millions of dollars 
in spending, frozen most state hiring, and 
canceled pay raises. At the same time, I am 
committed to ensuring that our social safety 
net is strong for those who need it now more 

than ever and that essential services like health care and 
education remain intact.

It is absolutely critical that the U.S. Senate and White 
House negotiate with the House of Representative 
Democrats and deliver a bipartisan package to provide 
the economic relief we need. The package will help us 
preserve job training, higher education funding, and other 
vital programs that will aid in economic recovery while 
protecting Washington families that rely on food, public 
safety and health care we provide. Inaction by Congress 
would be deeply short-sighted and undermine the goal of 
recovery. We will continue working with our federal part-
ners to secure this necessary aid to avert draconian cuts.

What do you see as the likely long-term effects of 
COVID-19 on the state’s budget?

Until we know what the federal government passes in 
state and local aid we will not know the scope of what 

JAY INSLEE
Incumbent

Focus is on rebuilding lives, economy amid pandemic
GOVERNOR

In an effort to get to know some of the candidates running for governor, lieutenant governor and U.S. 
representative, Wheat Life asked them to provide written answers to questions on issues important to wheat 

growers in Eastern Washington. Presented on the following pages with no editing (other than obvious grammatical 
errors) are what the candidates for governor, lieutenant governor and Congressional Districts 4 and 5 had to say.

Editor’s note: Gubernatorial candidate Loren Culp and Congressional District 4 candidate Doug McKinley failed to provide written answers to 
Wheat Life’s submitted questions despite multiple requests. At the time the questions were submitted to the candidates, not all classes of wheat 

were eligible for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) payments. In late September, the U.S Department of Agriculture announced a 
second round of CFAP payments that extended eligibility to all classes of wheat.

CANDIDATES ADDRESS DAMS,  BUDGETS AND TRADE
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20600 Rd 1 SE • Warden, WA 98857 • 1 mile off exit 188, I-90
YieldStarCereals.com(509) 349-8094

ALCO101 (SWW) Originated by Dr. Bob Allen
• Great standability • Exceptional emergence, emerges quickly

• Better emergence than Moro or Coda in low rainfall areas •  High test weight

YS-604  (SWS) Awned • Does best 
under irrigation • Low protein

YS-801  (HRS) Awned • Good test 
weight • Good performer in high rainfall & 
irrigation

YS-802  (HRS) Awned • High protein • 
Good test weight • Great overall performer

YS-601  (SWS) Awned • Higher protein • 
Does best in high rainfall dryland

YS-602  (SWS) Awned • Susceptible to 
foot rot • Higher protein • Does well in high 
rainfall dryland & with irrigation

YS-603YS-603  (SWS) Awned • Tolerant to foot 
rot • Average test weight & good protein • 
Does well in dryland & irrigation

Also Available: Cashup • Madsen • NW553 • Stephens • Skiles

YS-215  (SWW) Good test weight & yield 
in deep furrow, high rainfall areas

YS-651  (SWW) Exceptional emergence 
• High yield in irrigation or high rainfall 
areas*

*2015 average yields under irrigation were 181-bu per 

YS-201  (SWW) NEW! Awnless • Taller • 
Good test weight and low protein • Performs 
well in both irrigated & dryland

YS-202  (SWW) NEW! Awned • Very 
good test weight, low protein

With Wagner Seed

20600 Rd 1 SE • Warden, WA 98857 • 1 mile off exit 188, I-90
YieldStarCereals.com(509) 349-8094

ALCO101 (SWW) Originated by Dr. Bob Allen
• Great standability • Exceptional emergence, emerges quickly

• Better emergence than Moro or Coda in low rainfall areas •  High test weight

YS-604  (SWS) Awned • Does best 
under irrigation • Low protein

YS-801  (HRS) Awned • Good test 
weight • Good performer in high rainfall & 
irrigation

YS-802  (HRS) Awned • High protein • 
Good test weight • Great overall performer

YS-601  (SWS) Awned • Higher protein • 
Does best in high rainfall dryland

YS-602  (SWS) Awned • Susceptible to 
foot rot • Higher protein • Does well in high 
rainfall dryland & with irrigation

YS-603YS-603  (SWS) Awned • Tolerant to foot 
rot • Average test weight & good protein • 
Does well in dryland & irrigation

Also Available: Cashup • Madsen • NW553 • Stephens • Skiles

YS-215  (SWW) Good test weight & yield 
in deep furrow, high rainfall areas

YS-651  (SWW) Exceptional emergence 
• High yield in irrigation or high rainfall 
areas*

*2015 average yields under irrigation were 181-bu per 

YS-201  (SWW) NEW! Awnless • Taller • 
Good test weight and low protein • Performs 
well in both irrigated & dryland

YS-202  (SWW) NEW! Awned • Very 
good test weight, low protein

With Wagner Seed

YSC-201  (SWW) Awnless • Taller  
• Exceptional Quality • Good test weight and 
low protein • Performs well in both irrigated 
and dryland

YSC-202  (SWW) Awned • Very good test 
weight, low protein

YSC-601 (SWS) Awned • Higher protein  
• Does best in high rainfall dryland

YSC-602 (SWS) Awned • Susceptible to
foot rot • Higher protein • Does well in high
rainfall dryland & with irrigation

YSC-603 (SWS) Awned • Tolerant to foot
rot • Average test weight & good protein  
• Does well in dryland & irrigation

YSC-215  (SWW) Good test weight & yield 
in deep furrow, high rainfall areas

YSC-261  (SWW) Exceptional emergence 
• High yield in irrigation or high rainfall areas*

*2015 average yields under irrigation were 181-bu per

YSC-604 (SWS) Awned • Does best
under irrigation • Low protein

YSC-801 (HRS) Awned • Good test
weight • Good performer in high rainfall &
irrigation

YSC-802 (HRS) Awned • High protein 
• Good test weight • Great overall performer

Also available: Cashup • NW553

Boost Your Yields!Boost Your Yields!
With Wagner Seed

Winter Wheat Varieties AvailableWinter Wheat Varieties Available

Yield Star VarietiesYield Star Varieties

Introducing Dryland VarietyIntroducing Dryland Variety
YSC-D862 CLUB  (SWW) Awned  

• Good emergence in deep furrow applications • High yields in dryland  
• Foot and crown rot tolerance

Manley Crop Insurance

Call 1-888-786-7730
Family Owned & Operated  •  More than 50 Years’ Experience 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

Federal Crop Insurance  •  Fire & Hail Insurance  •  WFRP
 

For outstanding product knowledge and a detail-oriented agency...

Manley Crop Insurance, LLC
424 Wine Country Road, Suite 2

Prosser, Washington 99350
(509) 786-7730

manleycropinsurance@gmail.com

Your ad could be here
Getting read  by thousands of Pacific 

Northwest farmers and growers.  
What are you waiting for?

Call Lance Marshall at (253) 221-7000 Paid for by Cathy McMorris Rodgers for US Congress.  
Authorized by Cathy McMorris Rodgers.

Cathy supported historic levels of funding  
to provide relief to farmers and rural hospitals 

when the coronavirus pandemic hit.

Supporting Eastern Washington’s farmers  
and ranchers. 
 
Earned the friend of the Farm Bureau  
Award for her work in Congress. 
 
Fighting to stop extreme environmentalists 
and federal courts from tearing down the 
Columbia and Snake River dams.

3

3

3

Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Delivering Results for Eastern Washington

www.CathyForCongress.com
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long-term effects on our budget will be. What I can say 
is that we can’t balance the budget on the backs of those 
most in need of government support. The preservation of 
the social safety net is essential to Washingtonians getting 
through this crisis rebuilding. Austerity and cuts to essen-
tial services would only hurt those who are most in need.
Wheat growers rely on the state’s transportation 
system to move their products to market. The 
short-line rails, especially, are in dire need of 
maintenance and repairs. As governor, how will you 
address these needs?

The ability for Washington’s wheat farmers to feed the 
world depends on our ability to move your product to 
market efficiently. It is critical our three state-owned and 
privately operated short rail lines comprising the Palouse 
River and Coulee City system must be able to move 
agricultural products through the heart of wheat country 
to Class I railroads. That’s why I was proud to secure the 
largest transportation package in state history that in-
cluded critical investments in short-line rail, including $47 
million for maintenance and improvements on portions 
of the PCC rail line. These funds are being provided over 
the 16-year plan I signed into law in 2015, and in each bien-
nia since I have maintained those designated funds to the 
PCC in my budget proposals. Still we know there is much 
more to do. This previous transportation package created 
200,000 new jobs and is positioning us well in the global 
market. By investing in further transportation and pub-
lic works, we can rebuild our economy, create jobs, open 
opportunities for our businesses and generate a stimulus 
effect all across our state.
What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

I am comfortable supporting safer dam operations — 
through “flexible spill” of water over the dams during the 
spring — for the next three to five years. That enhanced 
spill, combined with dam mitigation measures like tribu-
tary and estuary restoration, should measurably improve 
salmon survival. Whether it will improve survival enough 
to be a 15-year strategy, as proposed by the EIS, is another 
question. That’s why I support regional efforts to identify 
what it will take to continue to strengthen Columbia Basin 
salmon recovery efforts to the point where these fish are 
restored to healthy, harvestable populations.
Although the preferred alternative of the Columbia 
River Operations EIS did not recommend dam 
removal, wheat growers do not see this fight as 
being over. What do you think needs to happen to 
put this issue to rest?

Clean, reliable, and affordable energy and transporta-
tion systems are critical for the health of Washington’s 

economy and environment, and so are healthy, harvestable 
salmon populations. Until we have the latter, there will 
be well-justified pressure to keep doing more to restore 
healthy salmon and steelhead runs. I want to find a solu-
tion that meets both goals, and I support a regional col-
laborative approach to identify those steps. The way to put 
the issue to rest is to ensure that the needs of the environ-
ment, including salmon and air quality, and the economy 
are both met by a long-term river management strategy. 
The question shouldn’t be about whether a particular dam 
stays in place forever, but what is the best way to meet core 
economic and environmental principles that move salmon 
recovery forward and create more, not less, certainty for 
Eastern Washington farms and communities.

How does Washington meet its stated carbon 
reduction goals without putting the state’s 
agricultural industry, especially the processing 
sector, at a price disadvantage with other states 
that don’t levy a tax on carbon emissions?

I have worked to ensure that climate policy proposals 
in Washington state would create a healthy agricultural 
sector. I have and will continue supporting policy that 
aims to grow the already strong supply of affordable, zero 
carbon electricity, building greater supply of affordable 
low-carbon fuels, and providing targeted investments in 
smart new low-carbon practices. Agriculture is a more 
challenging sector than some others to decarbonize rap-
idly, and as such deserves careful attention, investment, 
and innovation.

With almost 90 percent of Washington wheat being 
shipped overseas, trade is extremely important 
to our growers. As governor, how will you support 
and strengthen growers’ ability to access those 
overseas markets and help them develop new 
markets?

Washington state is one of the most trade-dependent 
states in the country, where so many of our jobs are either 
directly or indirectly tied to international trade. We have a 
long and rich history of establishing “good trade,” where 
Washington workers and businesses and our international 
partners stand to gain. Since taking office, I have led trade 
missions to markets around the world, including Japan, 
China, and South Korea, where our wheat and other agri-
cultural products have been top-of-list in these ventures. 
We are building real and lasting working relationships 
with overseas partners, so that in moments where times 
are tough as they are now, we can work to keep business 
going. COVID-19 has been especially difficult for all of our 
families, especially for wheat farmers, where so much of 
your livelihood is tied to keeping international exports 
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moving and keeping the world fed. From the onset of this 
pandemic, we have taken the necessary steps to protect 
public health while ensuring that our farms can continue 
to stay open. We cannot compound the struggle that farm-
ers face by allowing the federal government to engage in 
a trade war with important trading partners around the 
world. These retaliatory trade measures are proving to be 
costly to our state’s economy, especially our agricultural 
sector, and it is vital that federal leadership adopt the play-
book we’ve abided by to show how trade can be mutually 
beneficial for us and partners.

Wheat growers are concerned that they are losing 
access to chemicals they rely on not only to grow 
their crops, but chemicals that allow them to 
conserve Washington’s natural resources through 
conservation tillage. What is your position on 
state-level legislation that bans the use of these 
chemicals despite assurances by the EPA that 
the chemicals are safe when label directions are 
followed?

Over the years, the wheat industry has made big gains 
in productivity, while reducing the loss of topsoil through 
no-till and other conservation methods. These gains have 

also helped protect water quality and manage pests. The 
state recently promulgated voluntary best management 
practices that encourage conservation tillage and recog-
nize the reduced erosion benefits associated with no-till 
when using chemicals. I support these proven practices, as 
they help farmers and help protect our environment.

I have not taken a blanket position on chemical bans. 
Instead, I support the responsible use of pesticides where 
environmental benefits outweigh the risks.  

SY Dayton Bred for Performance Plus 
SY Command Dryland Reliability

To learn more, contact your local AgriPro Associate or visit AgriProWheat.com.  

Varieties that lead the industry.  
And lead you to better yields. 
With AgriPro® brand wheat varieties continuing to push for genetic diversity, it’s no 
wonder AgriPro makes up the largest portfolio in the wheat industry and consistently 
ranks in the top yield groups in every region. New releases show improved yield of 3 to 
5% over current varieties. It’s time to plant top-performing wheat varieties in your field.

©2020 Syngenta. All photos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission. Some or all of the varieties may be protected under one or more of the 
following: Plant Variety Protection, United States Plant Patents and/or Utility Patents and may not be propagated or reproduced without authorization. AgriPro®, the 

Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.  9-20

509-765-7754
800-572-0426

4300 Rd. K NE, Moses Lake

Specializing In Truck Scales!

WHEAT LIFE    OCTOBER 2020 33 



FEATUREWL

If elected lieutenant governor, what are 
your top three priorities, and how will 
you address them?

1) We are currently receiving a deeply pain-
ful reminder of the existential threat of global 
warming. In just one day recently, twice as 
many acres burned in wildfires as did in ALL 
of 2019! There can now be no doubt that the 
globe is warming and that climate is chang-
ing. And lives and livelihoods are already 
being destroyed as a result, as this year’s fire 
season vividly illustrates. Public health is seri-
ously compromised. Homes and businesses 
are lost. Transportation and educational 
services are significantly disrupted. Crops are 
lost. Going forward, our economy will be changed either 
by climate change itself or by the steps we can take to 
reverse it. I believe that we’ll be better off if we choose the 
path rather than letting physics dictate it to us, but in order 
to choose our destiny, we must begin acting urgently. 

2) Doing something about the growing income inequal-
ity in our nation. When we rebuild our economy now, we 
must take advantage of the opportunity to do this better 
and provide for more broadly shared prosperity. 

3) Cleaning up the Puget Sound. Derek Kilmer and I 
co-founded the Puget Sound Recovery caucus and have 
worked tirelessly to increase funding for it ever since we 
arrived in Washington, D.C. 

With almost 90 percent of Washington wheat being 
shipped overseas, trade is extremely important 
to our growers. As lieutenant governor, how will 
you support and strengthen the wheat industry’s 
overseas trade relationships?

As lieutenant governor, and therefore chair of the 
Legislative Committee on Economic Development and 
International Relations, I will draw upon my deep expe-
rience on trade issues. Even before being sworn in as a 
member of Congress, I convened and chaired the State 
Road 167 coalition to advocate for completion of the last 
and missing five miles of that highway into the Port of 
Tacoma to enable more efficient and cost effective ship-
ment of goods, mostly agricultural products from Eastern 
Washington. My most difficult fights in Congress were, 
in 2014 and 2019, securing reauthorization of the Export-
Import Bank, the federal agency dedicated to financing the 

sale of U.S. exports. And I was intimately in-
volved in 2018 in redesigning the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS), which, just as its name implies, 
screens all manner of overseas investments in 
the U.S. for national security concerns. Those 
experiences have given me not only a net-
work of contacts but also a thorough under-
standing of the challenges and opportunities 
for U.S. producers. When combined with my 
past success building a business, I believe I 
can describe Washington’s real opportunity 
in terms that will resonate with potential 
investors. 

As lieutenant governor I want to see poli-
cies put forward that will strengthen our overseas trade 
agreements, especially for wheat, which is Washington 
state’s third-largest export. I want to support legislation 
that promotes growth in the farming industry and works 
toward getting increasing demand for wheat exports.
What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

The Columbia River is one of Washington’s greatest nat-
ural resources. I am in support of the preferred alternative 
in the Columbia River Operations EIS. It is critical that we 
take responsibility for preserving the natural waterways 
in the Pacific Northwest, and listen to our tribal brothers 
and sisters on their perspectives as the original caretakers 
of the Columbia River. I also recognize the EIS will need to 
be an ongoing conversation between various stakeholders 
such as tribal leaders, agriculture professionals, and alter-
native energy professionals as the uses of the river evolve, 
and the understanding of the Columbia River grows. 
When presiding over the Senate, how will you work 
with both parties to get things done, especially in 
the current partisan climate?

We are approaching a moment in our history where 
we must confront public policy choices that will have a 
massive impact on peoples’ lives. In the coming year, we 
will simultaneously confront the triple crises of COVID-19, 
deep recession, and a gaping state budget deficit while 
also having a once-in-a-generation opportunity to guide 
our communities through a rethinking of racial dis-
parities. Each of those challenges and opportunities will 
require legislation ushered through the state House and 
Senate. I want to help shape those bills—I have strong 

Global warming, income inequality are top priorities
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DENNY HECK
Candidate
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ideas on how we should respond—and ensure that our 
state Senate functions smoothly so that the bills can be 
passed and delivered to the Governor’s Desk.

Olympia should become a leader in committing to 
improving fairness and decency in our political process, 
and not be dragged down by the national partisan trends. 
If elected, I will do exactly that. As president of the state 
Senate, the lieutenant governor is the ideal position to 
maintain decorum and to model the virtues of civility, 
fairness and inclusion, welcoming the different ideas and 
experiences of all. 

If cap and trade legislation is passed in 2021, how 
will you work to ensure that farmers, who often 
cannot pass on any additional taxes, aren’t put out 
of business?

First, I have a long-standing commitment to making 
sure we protect those who are asked to sacrifice for the 
greater good. As part of my work on trade issues, I have 
demanded major increases to trade adjustment assistance 
(TAA), which is meant to provide for those who lose jobs 
as a result of trade changes but has been underfunded for 
years. I will fight to protect farmers affected by cap and 
trade just like I fought to protect the mill workers affected 

by trade deals. If elected lieutenant governor and cap 
and trade legislation is passed in the upcoming session, I 
would focus on three priorities: 1) a fund to help farmers 
pay increased costs during implementation; 2) low-cost 
loans to assist in investments that make farming less car-
bon intensive; and 3) infrastructure upgrades to spur more 
wind development so that farmers can generate additional 
revenue from their land. 

A broader and more important point than this specific 
question about cap and trade is how will I work with 
farmers in general. I offer myself as someone who has a 
demonstrated and long-term history of doing just that. 
While in the state legislature I served on the agriculture 
committee in part because I had grown up working on 
a farm my entire childhood and because I had the honor 
to represent a district that spanned the Cascade moun-
tains. I represented all of Klickitat County including the 
dryland wheat farms of the Horse Heaven Hills. Eastern 
Washington, and its considerable agribusiness foundation, 
will not be an afterthought to me as lieutenant governor. 
We have business interests on the east side, and my wife’s 
entire family resides there where she grew up. I am there a 
lot and will continue to be so if I have the honor to serve as 
your lieutenant governor.  

RE-ELECT MARK SCHOESLER  FOR STATE SENATE

✓ A strong, experienced voice 
for Rural Washington

✓Lifetime WAWG Member

✓ Mark will fight to put people 
back to work

✓ Mark fights to limit taxes  
and government spending

• Operating 5th Generation Adams County farm • 100% Support of WAWG Issues and Initiatives
• Farm Bureau Legislator of the Year in both Washington State House and Senate 

• Former WAWG Member of the Year

Authorized and paid for by Committee to Re-Elect Mark Schoesler

Re-Elect Mark Schoesler      GOP • District 9✔ ✔

Harvest is a family affair with Sen. Schoesler and grandchildren  
Elise and Kaegen Clinton. 
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If elected lieutenant governor, what are 
your top three priorities, and how will 
you address them?

The most pressing issue we face is help-
ing our state and our economy recover from 
COVID-19. This means listening to public 
health experts and ensuring that we save 
lives and take all measures to stop the spread 
of the virus now. It also means tackling the 
structural flaws in our economy that the 
pandemic has highlighted. We must rebuild 
our economy from the middle out, not the 
top down. That will require making sure 
everyone has access to a living wage, qual-
ity healthcare that doesn’t break the bank, 
and expanding benefits like paid leave. As we rebuild our 
economy, we must ensure that we are building a resilient 
and sustainable one that protects our forests, water, and 
crops for the long run. 

As we rebuild our economy, we must preserve critical 
state services which require new, progressive revenue 
that fixes our upside-down tax system. We need to make 
a system where the working class aren’t bearing the brunt 
of the burden, and the millionaires and billionaires are 
paying their fair share. We must also continue expand-
ing access to quality education, from universal pre-K to 
fully funded public schools and colleges. Our success and 
prosperity depends on a well-educated workforce, and 
our democracy depends on a well-educated society. And 
in everything we do, we must put equity at the center of 
our work. We must dismantle systems of oppression and 
ensure every Washingtonian has the opportunities to suc-
ceed and thrive in our state, no matter their background or 
where they live. 

With almost 90 percent of Washington wheat being 
shipped overseas, trade is extremely important 
to our growers. As lieutenant governor, how will 
you support and strengthen the wheat industry’s 
overseas trade relationships?

Washington has the most trade-driven economy in the 
U.S., with 40 percent of our jobs and billions of dollars of 
exports tied to international trade, and one of the most vi-
brant parts of our export market comes from our agricul-
tural sector. The lieutenant governor is, by law, the chair 
of the Legislative Committee on Economic Development 
and International Relations, putting the role in a prime 

position to connect business leaders and 
legislators with foreign leaders, to nourish 
international ties and build stronger trade 
relationships. It will be the job of the next 
lieutenant governor to step forward on the 
international stage to share the message that 
Washington is a great place to invest, to create 
jobs, to work and to live so we can recover 
our economy stronger and faster. I have had 
the good fortune of attending trade missions 
with Lieutenant Governor Cyrus Habib, and 
look forward to taking on the mantle next, 
bringing small and medium sized compa-
nies and organizations to meet directly with 
foreign leaders. 

What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

The Snake River dams have long presented a difficult 
situation pitting economic development against environ-
mentalism. There is no one good fix for the issue, and I 
imagine the conversations are going to continue on for 
much longer to find a solution that can best satisfy both 
sides. The Columbia River Operations EIS put out by the 
federal agencies with jurisdiction over the dams offers 
a good place to start the next round of conversations, 
increasing water flow for salmon runs but recognizing the 
major economic impact the dams provide for the region 
and the energy they generate to power our state. 

When presiding over the Senate, how will you work 
with both parties to get things done, especially in 
the current partisan climate?

One of my greatest assets I am bringing to the role of 
lieutenant governor is the years I have spent serving in 
our state Senate and the relationships I have forged on 
both sides of the aisle. For the past three years, I have 
served as Senate majority floor leader, working with both 
Democratic and Republican leadership on ways for-
ward on legislation, including discussing the merits and 
problems of bills from both perspectives. I am proud of 
the collaborative work I have done with both parties as a 
member of Senate leadership, and I intend to approach be-
ing president of the Senate the same—ensuring that there 
can be civil and productive debate on the Senate floor and 
we pass meaningful bills that benefit all of Washington. 

If cap and trade legislation is passed in 2021, how 
will you work to ensure that farmers, who often 

Focus will turn to rebuilding economy from middle out
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

MARKO LIIAS
Candidate
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cannot pass on any additional taxes, aren’t put out 
of business?

Farmers and agriculture are integral to reducing our 
carbon emissions and protecting our climate. The seques-
tration capabilities of the farms all across Washington 
create an incredible opportunity to continue producing the 
best produce in the world while also reducing our green-
house gas emissions. I would be interested to see how we 
can wrap soil health credits and other incentives into a 
cap and trade bill so that we can stay at the cutting edge 
of fighting climate change, encourage production of our 
great Washington crops, and make sure our farmers and 
their communities are healthy and growing. Regardless of 
the path the legislature chooses, farmers will need to be 
represented at the discussion table, and I am committed to 
making sure we have folks from the community as part of 
the decision-making process.  

Paid for by Citizens for Sue Kuehl Pederson. (R)

232-359-3022
CitizensForSue.com

(R)

Vote for a NATURAL RESOURCES 
PROFESSIONAL to manage our
PUBLIC LANDS:
•   Fresh, Knowledgeable Leadership 
•   Responsible Stewardship 
•   Managed Abundance   
•   Washington State Constitution Focus

Serving Area Growers for 90 years

Pomeroy Grain Office 509-843-1694
Pomeroy Agronomy 509-843-1394

Colfax Grain Office - Colfax 800-424-5056

www.pomeroygrain.com

Grain Sales - Truck & Barge Shipping
Custom Seeding & Cultivating with Variable Rate Technology

Custom Spraying & Stream Jetting with Variable Rate Technology

Seed Sales  |  Certified Crop Advising  | Soil & Tissue Sampling

Receiving your ALERT?
With their annual membership, Washington 

Association of Wheat Growers members can receive 
industry updates through the weekly digital Greensheet 
ALERT via email. If you are not receiving this ALERT, either 
we don’t have your current email address, or our ALERT is 
going into your spam folder. Call our office at (509) 659-
0610 to make sure we have your current email address.  
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With almost 90 percent of Washington 
wheat being shipped overseas, trade 
is extremely important to our growers. 
How will you support and strengthen 
our growers’ ability to access those 
overseas markets and keep them 
competitive with other wheat-growing 
regions like Canada and Australia? 

Central and Eastern Washington wheat 
growers continue to grow the highest quality 
crop in the world, and because of that, our 
wheat is highly sought after by many coun-
tries in the Pacific Rim and Asian markets. 
During my time as the Washington State 
Director of Agriculture to my current posi-
tion as Congressman for Central Washington, I have and 
continue to support our growers in every way possible. 
This year, the United States-Mexico-Canada-Agreement 
(USMCA) became official on July 1. The agreement retains 
critical access to Mexico’s flour mills and brings reciprocal 
treatment of wheat landing in Canada. In addition to pas-
sage of the USMCA, last year, the United States and Japan 
announced a critical agreement between the two countries 
placing U.S. wheat on an even tariff level with wheat from 
Canada and Australia. Throughout all of the negotiations, 
I was in constant contact with the United States Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer and the Washington 
wheat industry to ensure that our wheat is treated fair and 
remains in these critical markets.

What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

 In Central and Eastern Washington, our dams and river 
systems are the economic lifeblood of our communities. 
The final EIS, which was conducted over several years by 
federal scientists and researchers from a number of federal 
agencies, stated what we have all known to be true: Dams 
and fish can coexist. Our dams are an incredible source 
of clean and renewable energy, which create reliable and 
affordable electricity for our homes and businesses. They 
also provide countless other benefits, including—as wheat 
farmers know well—serving as one of this nation’s most 
significant river highway systems. They have transformed 
Central Washington and the Pacific Northwest from an 
arid desert to the productive agriculture region it is today. 
I am proud that President Trump listened to my recom-
mendation by issuing an executive order to complete this 

environmental review a year earlier than 
scheduled. In doing so, we are now closer to 
bringing much-needed certainty for our river 
system.

Although the preferred alternative of 
the Columbia River Operations EIS did 
not recommend dam removal, wheat 
growers do not see this fight as being 
over. What do you think needs to 
happen to put this issue to rest? 

As we are all aware, this is not a new issue, 
but over the past few years, these federal 
dams on the Columbia and lower Snake riv-
ers have been under attack like I have never 
seen before. Fortunately, it would take an act 

of Congress to remove them, and that will not be happen-
ing anytime soon—certainly not as long as I still serve in 
Congress. The most important voices that must be heard 
by the federal government are those who depend on the 
river system—including our farmers and river navigators. 
I will continue to work with my colleagues in Congress on 
a bipartisan basis to ensure that decisions to alter their op-
erations are based on science, not politics. I will also con-
tinue to work with the federal agencies to ensure they hear 
the voices of local communities firsthand, which is why I 
was so proud to welcome Secretary of the Interior David 
Bernhardt to Grand Coulee this summer. Rest assured, I 
am committed to ensuring our dams remain standing and 
operating at their full potential. 

Recently, there have been efforts to ban the use 
of pesticides that have been approved by the 
EPA, pesticides that wheat growers rely on for 
conservation tillage practices and to protect their 
crops. What are your thoughts on this issue, and 
how will you fight for the wheat growers in your 
district? 

Now is not the time to create more uncertainty for our 
growers. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) 
both have stringent, science-based guidelines to approve 
and reapprove crop management tools for Washington’s 
growers. Our wheat growers work hard every day to 
produce a safe and high-quality product and must retain 
access to every tool available to them. Any effort to take 
tools away from growers must be based on facts and sci-

EIS brings us closer to much-needed certainty
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 4

DAN NEWHOUSE
Incumbent
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ence. I will continue to fight for our growers and ensure 
that these tools remain available as well as secure funding 
for critical agricultural research as a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee.

Wheat growers are concerned about potential 
marketing losses relating to the 2020 crop thanks 
to COVID-19 and trade issues. In the last round of 
CFAP, the main classes of wheat grown in Eastern 
Washington weren’t made eligible for relief. How 
will you address this issue and work to make sure 
wheat growers aren’t overlooked for pandemic 
relief in the future?

I have been in constant discussions with the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) with respect 
to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). As 
you know, many of Washington’s crops were initially left 
out of the program. Since then, I have worked with USDA 
and our growers to ensure the program accurately reflects 
the challenges faced by growers in Washington due to 
COVID-19. Subsequently, USDA did announce further 
positive changes for many of our growers to the program, 
but unfortunately, wheat is still not eligible. I will continue 

to work with Washington’s wheat growers to ensure their 
challenges are addressed in the next round of COVID-19 
relief. Since the release of the program, I have been in 
contact with Secretary Perdue and leaders within the 
agency to help them further understand the challenges of 
Washington growers. I believe that through our conversa-
tions with USDA, we have set up many of Washington’s 
growers to receive assistance in future USDA COVID-19 
relief programs.
What do you want wheat growers to know 
about you and your commitment to keeping the 
Washington wheat industry thriving? 

Over the August work period, I traveled to Ritzville, 
Wash., to meet with leaders of the Washington Association 
of Wheat Growers. I expressed to them that I will always 
work to protect and promote our way of life in Central 
Washington. I am a third-generation Yakima Valley farm-
er, so many of the wheat industry’s issues are my issues, 
too. I have experience and knowledge as a grower, former 
state legislator, former state director of agriculture, and in 
my current role as a congressman. I will continue working 
to ensure our federal regulatory and trade practices are in 
the best interest of Central Washington farmers.  

PERRY DOZIER FOR STATE SENATE
 16th DISTRICT (R)

The Best Choice
Proven Leader

Economy Focused

Known and Respected

Past WAWG President 2001

“We must have a strong leader in Olympia who will protect agriculture, small businesses 
and our communities. As a dryland and irrigated farmer I will protect our dams. I will fight 

legislation that will negatively impact agriculture. I will be your voice in Olympia.”

Paid for by Committee to Elect Perry Dozier 
Senate, 16th District (R)
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With almost 90 percent of Washington 
wheat being shipped overseas, trade 
is extremely important to our growers. 
How will you support and strengthen 
our growers’ ability to access those 
overseas markets and keep them 
competitive with other wheat-growing 
regions like Canada and Australia?

Building new markets abroad is critical 
to the success of our farmers and ranchers. 
Especially for our wheat growers, we need 
to expand markets in Asia and open new 
opportunities to build strong trade relation-
ships in the region. I have continually urged 
the administration to move more quickly in 
negotiating new trade deals that prioritize 
American agriculture. I also continue to make funding for 
the Market Access Program (MAP) one of my top priori-
ties in farm bill negotiations. Opening markets for our 
growers is foundational to their success, and I will always 
be a partner in that effort. 

What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

This preferred alternative is based on years of research 
and the best-available science. Its conclusion is one we 
have known for a long time: our dams are critical to the 
life and livelihood of the Pacific Northwest. From clean, 
renewable, low-cost energy to irrigation to transportation, 
our river system is the lifeblood of our economy, and I will 
continue to defend and support it locally and in Congress. 

Although the preferred alternative of the Columbia 
River Operations EIS did not recommend dam 
removal, wheat growers do not see this fight as 
being over. What do you think needs to happen to 
put this issue to rest? 

It’s not over. We need to get this EIS implemented and 
then get the Biological Opinion codified into law. At the 
end of the day, we need to continue to tell the positive 
story of our dams and all that they mean to the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Recently, there have been efforts to ban the use 
of pesticides that have been approved by the 
EPA, pesticides that wheat growers rely on for 
conservation tillage practices and to protect their 

crops. What are your thoughts on this 
issue, and how will you fight for the 
wheat growers in your district? 

Despite my work with the Trump admin-
istration to cut red tape over the past four 
years, unnecessary and burdensome regula-
tions continue to impact growers in Eastern 
Washington. We need smart regulations, 
ones that focus on the results we want rather 
than simply checking a box. I will continue to 
fight for smarter regulations that aren’t overly 
burdensome to our farmers, including allow-
ing for the commonsense use of pesticides 
that our growers need to be successful and 
provide food security to the world. 

Wheat growers are concerned about 
potential marketing losses relating to the 2020 
crop thanks to COVID-19 and trade issues. In the 
last round of CFAP, the main classes of wheat grown 
in Eastern Washington weren’t made eligible for 
relief. How will you address this issue and work to 
make sure wheat growers aren’t overlooked for 
pandemic relief in the future?

This summer, I sent a letter to Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue calling for these main classes of wheat to 
be included in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP). I also spoke with the secretary and his team di-
rectly about this issue when he was in Eastern Washington 
in June. On Sept. 4, I joined in sending another letter to 
the administration advocating for wheat coverage under 
the program. I will continue to work to try and get these 
classes of wheat included and to make sure our wheat 
growers have the resources they need to make it through 
this pandemic. 

What do you want wheat growers to know 
about you and your commitment to keeping the 
Washington wheat industry thriving?

Agriculture is Eastern Washington’s number one indus-
try, and wheat is our number one commodity. My com-
mitment to our ag industry and our wheat growers is one 
of my top priorities in Congress. I will continue to fight 
for open markets, defend the Columbia and Snake River 
dams and everything they mean to our region, and work 
to reduce the amount of burdensome and unnecessary 
regulations that hurt our farmers’ ability to succeed.  

Funding for trade program a farm bill priority
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 5

CATHY MCMORRIS 
RODGERS
Incumbent
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Office: 509-297-4500   Fax: 509-297-4505
Email: wri@westernreclamation.com

FALL PLANTING
CRP & SAFE, Wildlife Habitat,
Pollinator Pastures, Turf 

CALL TODD: 509-531-1702

WA
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ID
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With almost 90 percent of Washington 
wheat being shipped overseas, trade 
is extremely important to our growers. 
How will you support and strengthen 
our growers’ ability to access those 
overseas markets and keep them 
competitive with other wheat-growing 
regions like Canada and Australia?

Generations of Washington state wheat 
growers have written checks to fund build-
ing relationships with millers and bakers in 
the Pacific Rim and South Asia. Much of this 
work has been nullified by the disruption of 
trade relations in the last several years. I sup-
port (1) a ramping down of trade tensions to 
restore mutually beneficial trade relations with our long-
standing partners, (2) funding for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Market Access Program and Foreign 
Market Development Program, and (3) funding for USDA 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) at Washington State 
University to develop varieties adaptable to changing 
climate patterns.

What is your opinion of the preferred alternative in 
the Columbia River Operations EIS?

The preferred alternative is an appropriate response 
to the multiple demands put on the operation of the 
Columbia River System. Washington State’s Clean Energy 
Transformation Act (CETA) phases out coal generating 
plants by 2025 and makes retail power sales GHG neutral 
by 2035. CETA necessarily puts off any radical change to 
the river system if we are going to avoid regional brown-
outs, and California’s power outages again this summer 
puts PNW power back in demand. The region cannot re-
sponsibly consider breaching the Lower Snake River dams 
until we have secured alternate power sources, provided 
for some cost-neutral alternative to barging grain to Pasco, 
and compensated ports and irrigators for loss of river 
system capacity.

Although the preferred alternative of the Columbia 
River Operations EIS did not recommend dam 
removal, wheat growers do not see this fight as 
being over. What do you think needs to happen to 
put this issue to rest?

Wheat growers are correct that dam removal is not off 
the agenda, and it will not come off the agenda. Wheat 

growers and this region need to assess the 
benefits of the federal dam system, prepare a 
Plan B to assure those benefits, and insist that 
Plan B is funded and in place. What does not 
work is tough rhetoric that is not backed up 
by tough thinking and political heft. Wheat 
growers need to hedge their political support 
just as they hedge their crop prices. Political 
bluff alone will not work, and even science 
may prove insufficient to guide the future of 
the river system. I will work to insist that a 
science-based plan does prevail, but just in 
case that is not sufficient, I will work to have a 
Plan B funded and in place.

Recently, there have been efforts to ban 
the use of pesticides that have been approved by 
the EPA, pesticides that wheat growers rely on for 
conservation tillage practices and to protect their 
crops. What are your thoughts on this issue, and 
how will you fight for the wheat growers in your 
district?

I will blow the whistle on any EPA findings that devi-
ate from the procedures of science. That said, science does 
develop, and new findings may challenge the safety of 
time-worn herbicides. The answer must be what drives a 
re-evaluation of an herbicide is science rather than a shift 
in social norms, and also that we continue to develop new 
herbicides with new modes of activity. Herbicide develop-
ment has slowed in the last 20 years, and we need public 
sector investment in research to fuel new classes of herbi-
cide. I will call for robust funding of the ARS.

Wheat growers are concerned about potential 
marketing losses relating to the 2020 crop thanks 
to COVID-19 and trade issues. In the last round of 
CFAP, the main classes of wheat grown in Eastern 
Washington weren’t made eligible for relief. How 
will you address this issue and work to make sure 
wheat growers aren’t overlooked for pandemic 
relief in the future?

The answer lies in fixing the trade issues more than in 
fixing the price calculations for SWW (soft white wheat) 
in CFAP (the Corona Food Assistance Program). CFAP 
support payments are not an answer to a disrupted in-
ternational grain market (although they would help tide 
growers over if SWW qualified).  

Trade, research funding necessary for success
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 5

DAVE WILSON
Candidate
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CHROME ALLOY WEAR PARTS

Setting the Standard for Wear!
R & H MACHINE  115 ROEDEL AVE.  CALDWELL, ID 83605  1-800-321-6568   

** See all our parts online at www.rhmachine.com **

 R & H manufactures wear resistant parts for planting, fertilizing, 
cultivating, ripping, and harvesting.  Our Chrome Alloy replacement 
parts will wear smooth, save downtime, use less fuel and last longer 
--resulting in a lower cost per acre. 

If abrasive wear is your problem ~ ~ ~
R & H Machine has your answer!

Jim Larsen • 509-595-1572
23711 Endicott Rd

Colfax WA

Trailers
Livestock, Cargo, Dump, Skid Steer, 

Gooseneck Flatbed, Utility

Iron Star  
Truck Beds & Trailers

Diamond
Distributing

Flatbeds, Dump, Skirted, and 
Tradesman

Truckbeds
Aluminum 
and Steel

FARM & HOME SUPPLY
888-643-3395
509-843-3395

www.fhsupply.com       Pomeroy, WA

NEW KIOTI PX 1153 Tractor, Power Shuttle, cab & 
self-leveling loader, 115-hp .........................CALL

2015 Case IH 8240H Combine, Hillco leveler, 
1,500-sep-hrs........................................$299,950

2015 MacDon 40’ draper header .............$75,750
NEW Great Plains 3000 Turbo Max/Harrow ..CALL
NEW Great Plains 51ft flex harrow, 16’ bars .CALL
Case IH 3020 Header ready, nice cart .......$17,500
28’ Donahue Machinery Trailer ...................$2,000
2016 Case IH Steiger 580 Quadtrac, 36 in. tracks, 
PTO, GPS Guidance, Nice Quad ............$295,750

Schulte Mower 5026 ....................RENT OR LEASE
NEW Schulte FX-530 30’ Rotary Cutter .........CALL

Synergy
McKay Seed Company, Inc.

Rosalia, WA
(Wilhelm)
509-523-3471

Almira, WA
509-639-2293
800-998-6694

Moses Lake,WA
509-766-9894
800-258-4599

Driven by

Synergy
McKay Seed Company, Inc.

Rosalia, WA
(Wilhelm)
509-523-3471

Almira, WA
509-639-2293
800-998-6694

Moses Lake,WA
509-766-9894
800-258-4599

Driven by

HARD RED WINTER WHEAT
LCS Jet • Keldin • Kairos
BEYOND RESISTANT SOFT WHITE WINTER WHEAT
ORCF 102 • ORCF 103 • Curiosity CL+ 
Mela CL+ • Resilience CL+ • UI Magic CL+  
Stingray CL+
SOFT WHITE WINTER WHEAT
Rosalyn • Norwest Duet • Norwest Tandem 
Otto • SY Raptor • SY Dayton • SY Ovation 
Puma • Jasper • Masami • WB456 • WB1604 
WB523 • VI Frost • LCS Hulk • LCS Sonic
CLUB WINTER WHEAT
Pritchett • Bruehl • Crescent

McKay Seed Company is proud to continue our 
partnership with Albaugh so that we can bring 
our customers the best possible seed treatment. 
Designed by scientists in order to protect against 
your specific regional threats, our SYNERGY custom 
seed treatments give our customers the tools they 
need to succeed.
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The role of your congressman is 
to work with you to develop statu-
tory language that is appropriate 
and fair, and then to ensure that the 
subsequent rule-making is true to 
the intent of the legislation.

What do you want wheat 
growers to know about you and 
your commitment to keeping 
the Washington wheat industry 
thriving?

Washington wheat growers live 
in their communities just as surely 
as do the local banker, grocer, nurse, 
equipment dealer, teacher, or res-
taurant owner. They have the same 
concerns for their families’ well-be-
ing. They want health care for their 
kids and their kids’ grandparents; 
they want their kids and grandkids 
to get the kind of education that will 
serve them on the farm or in their 
community, or far out of town if that 
is their choice; they want jobs that 
generate incomes for their neighbors 
to thrive materially and culturally 
in their home towns. And they want 
the fresh air, clean water and broad 
viewscapes that make up rural liv-
ing.  

Rock Steel Structures, Inc.

Shops  •  Warehouses  •  Equipment Storage
    Steel Buildings  •  Steel Stud Pole Buildings   

Grain Storage For Farms or Warehouses 
Grain Handling  •  Grain Bin Accessories

Water Storage Tanks  •  Aeration Systems 
Hopper Bottom Bins  •  Catwalks, Ladders and Towers

 Contact Scott Rock 509-764-9700
   scott@rocksteel.com Moses Lake, Wash.

Offering quality you can depend on:
  

Farm Storage ! Hopper Bottom Bins

Grain Bin Accessories

Water Storage Tanks ! Aeration Systems

Handling Equipment

Dealer Info

www.SCAFCO.com

© 2020 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

 

www.stjohnhardware.com

St. John Hardware & Implement Co. Inc

(509) 244-4902
904 S Hayford Rd

Airway Heights, WA 99001

Moscow, ID
(208) 882-7501

NezPerce, ID
(208) 937-2422

SEE MORE. 

 DO MORE.

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCING THE NEW 300 SERIES SKID STEER 
LOADER WITH INDUSTRY-LEADING VISIBILITY
Maximum productivity starts with a clear view. Experience 
360-degree in-cab visibility with the new 300 Series skid steer 
loader from New Holland. A reverse camera and 8” multifunction 
LCD display provide safety and precision. Super Boom® lift 
technology allows you to lift more and reach higher. Redesigned 
controls and rock-solid stability make it easy to jump in and work 
with speed and confidence.
Visit www.newholland.com to learn more.

FEATUREWL
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Political advocacy is  
something many of us  
think we can never get  

involved in; the Washington  
Wheat PAC is out  
to change that.

The Washington Wheat PAC is a nonpartisan political 
action committee that is dedicated to supporting  
ag-friendly candidates.

The Washington Wheat PAC pledges to promote and 
support elected officials from all parts of the state that 
positively influence agriculture.

Why Support the Washington Wheat PAC? 
Washington farmers are losing ground politically! The 
ability to protect our interests is slowly dwindling. 
Washington wheat producers need elected officials 
who know and understand the industry. Without 
these relationships our ability to remain competitive 
is at risk. During the legislative session, thousands of 
bills are introduced; many not favorable to farming. 
Now is the time for the industry to join together and 
proactively influence legislation that directly impacts 
the Washington wheat producer. 
 
Please join our efforts by financially supporting 
the Washington Wheat PAC. Your contribution will 
strengthen the network of elected officials who 
understand the wheat industry’s goals and objectives 
by fighting for what is critical to the livelihood of our 
members.

Protect your interests by supporting farm-friendly candidates  
who can make a difference in Olympia.

These dollars will be used to support 
candidates that understand what 
is critical to our industry and the 

livelihood of our members

Please send form along with payment to PO Box 184, Ritzville, WA 99169. Checks should be made out to the Washington Wheat PAC.

Yes, I would like to join with the Washington Wheat PAC’s vision and support their actions with my donation.

When you make a donation to the Washington Wheat PAC, you are investing in the future of agriculture in Washington State.
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By Trista Crossley

Some Eastern Washington farmers are starting to think 
outside the bin when it comes to how they handle wheat at 
harvest.

“We were approaching the year with a lot of uncertainty 
out there in the grain market, and also the fear that maybe 
an elevator or two might have employees that contract the 
coronavirus and get shut down. If that was the case, what 
was Plan B? Where do we go with our grain if our elevator 
of choice is not open?” said Randy Emtman. “We always 
try to forward contract some of our crop, so say that an 
elevator had a temporary closure—there’d be no place to 
go with that grain that we are obligated to deliver.”

For Emtman Brothers Farms in Valleyford, Wash., the 
answer turned out to be grain bags, those long, plastic 
tubes that are more commonly seen in Canadian and 
Midwest fields than in the Pacific Northwest.

Gary Dible, the Spokane region general manager for 
Papé Machinery, has some experience with grain bagging 
systems, having helped a manufacturer with testing and 

development work, along with selling and starting up 
several systems.

“A grain bagging system is inexpensive to get into 
because if you need to store more bushels, you just buy 
more bags. You can do that in very short period of time 
versus building grain bins or some sort of structure. That 
takes time and is a huge capital investment,” Dible said. 
“Farmers are looking for ways to enhance their bottom 
line. The marketing options that come with storing your 
own grain are becoming more and more important. As 
soon as you haul grain to the elevator, your marketing 
options become one. By storing grain in a bag or a bin, you 
have all the marketing options in the world.”

The bags used for storing grain are made out of a 3-ply 
plastic, are highly UV resistant and typically run 10 feet 
in diameter and hundreds of feet in length. Most bags are 
designed to store grain for at least a year. While there is an 
initial investment in the equipment, it is far less expen-
sive—and time consuming—than building additional 
grain bins, and it can be more flexible, as additional stor-
age is just a bag away.  

Beyond the bin
EASTERN WASHINGTON WHEAT GROWERS TURN TO GRAIN BAGS FOR STORAGE FLEXIBILITY
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Online ordering available at www.connelloil.com

Ritzville    509-659-1532
Spokane   509-535-1534
Sunnyside  509-837-5274
Oroville    509-476-3610
Connell    509-234-3311

Boise     509-375-7767
Moses Lake  509-770-0769
Yakima    509-453-3920
Pasco     509-457-3326
       509-806-7676

Serving ALL Your Fuel Needs
...Plus Quality

Lubricants

Serving All Your Seed Cleaning Needs 
Plus Grade Improvement For Specialty 

Crops – On-Farm Service Since 1967!

WHEAT  •  BARLEY  •  OATS
SPECIALTY CROPS

Plan Ahead – Call NOW Reserve Your Cleaning Date

Other Brands Of Seed Treatment Also Available

Insurance for 
Whatever You Grow  
Whether you raise cattle or grow nursery 
stock, row crops, grain, hay or fruit, 
COUNTRY Financial® has got you covered. 
Your local nancial representative can help 
balance your need to protect what you have 
with your desire to build for the future. We 
o er great coverage for farm vehicles, too. 

Grow your own way with COUNTRY Financial.  

- HO
Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual 
Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Paul Koethke LUTCF 
Moses Lake 
(800) 689.9259

James Penning LUTCF 
Yakima 
(800) 741.6135

The 2020 WSU Wheat Academy has 
been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
We plan to be back in December 
2021. In the meantime, visit our 
website to stay informed on the 
latest wheat-related research. We 
hope to see you next year at the 
WSU Wheat Academy. Stay safe!

smallgrains.wsu.edu
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The Emtman farm does have some grain bins, but 
Emtman said they date back to the late 70s, early 80s, and 
just can’t handle the volume of grain that comes from 
today’s high capacity combines. The cost of building new 
grain bins was also a factor in the Emtmans’ decision to 
purchase a used grain bagging system. So far this year, 
they’ve filled 8 bags (as of mid-September) and are using 
them to temporarily store not only wheat, but peas, lentils 
and Kentucky bluegrass seed as well.

“We are very happy with our decision,” Emtman said, 
adding that the plan is to have the bags emptied before the 
wet fall weather sets in. 

Besides the flexible storage and increased marketing op-
portunities, Dible said another advantage of bagging grain 
is that it can help decrease labor costs at harvest. 

“There are people that bag everything in the field at 
harvest and don’t have trucks. They just have combines, 
a bank-out wagon and a bagger. No trucks are involved, 
so it can cut labor requirements in half at harvest,” he 
explained, pointing out that trucks can often be hired at a 
lower rate after harvest to move the grain out of the bags.

Saving on transportation costs was one of the main 
reasons Carl Anderson purchased a grain bagging system 
this year. Anderson and his family farm several far-flung 
pieces of land south of Kennewick and around the Prosser 
area. He said they’d been looking for a solution to on-farm 
storage, but grain bins were too expensive and stationary.

“We run three combines and have a hard time moving 
a lot of grain out of the field without a fleet of semis,” he 
said. “The combines would be stopping (while waiting 
for the trucks to get back), and it’s too expensive to let 
the combines idle. This solved the problem that we were 
having as far being able to store grain without waiting on 
trucks. We were able to eliminate a couple of semis we 
usually had to hire. We’ll haul the grain ourselves during 
the off season.”

Dible, who sold the system to Anderson, was on hand 
to help and answer questions when they started bagging 
grain in July. Anderson said they ended up using eight, 
400-foot long bags that hold approximately 18,000 bush-
els of wheat each. Once they are done with fall seeding, 
they’ll start hauling the grain down to the river.

“It was surprisingly easy to do, and we have unloaded 
one bag already,” Anderson said. 

Besides the storage flexibility, lower transportation costs 
and increased marketing options, Dible identified several 
other advantages in a grain bagging system, including:

•  No need to treat grain for insects. Dible explained that 
when the bag is sealed, oxygen is depleted, making 

the environment inhospitable for pests;
•  There’s no loss of moisture while grain is stored and 

no need for fans; and
•  Source verification is easier as grain can be stored in 

the field it came from.
The main disadvantages to a grain bagging system are 

the initial cost of purchasing the loader and unloader and 
the need to keep spilled grain minimized so as to not 
attract wildlife or livestock. The bags are single use. Dible 
said it typically costs about $.07 per bushel to store the 
grain in the bags.

Most grain bagging systems are currently manufac-
tured by small companies and aren’t going to be found on 
local dealers’ lots, at least in the Pacific Northwest. When 
asked why he thought the system hadn’t really taken off in 
Eastern Washington, Dible wondered if it was simply lack 
of exposure and knowledge of the system.

“In my opinion, for what it is worth, it’s such a flexible 
system, whether you have a small crop or a huge crop, it 
can flex to your requirements and your needs. The whole 
goal of the system is to make producers more profitable,” 
Dible said.  

One of the grain bags on Carl Anderson’s family farm being filled. Photo by 
Gary Dible.
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DD
TM

www.agrasyst.com

A new method of Drift Reduction and Deposition Aid. 
Put more active ingredients on target. 

GlyLoadGlyLoadTM Built to activate Glyphosate, Glufosinate and Paraquat. 
It’s perfect in hot, dry situations for faster burndown with good performance.

Activate your Spray GlyLoad Adjuvant
Fall Burndown

Questions? Contact Chase Boman: 801.791.7186
For more information about Drift-fiantTM or GlyLoadTM, visit our website 
at:

“A Family of Farmers”

OFFICES:
Genesee 

208-285-1141
Colfax 

509-397-4381
Rosalia 

509-523-3511
Oakesdale 

509-285-4311
Fairfield 

509-283-2124

• Grain Marketing & Storage

• Pulse & Specialty Crop Processing

• Quality Pulse & Cereal Seeds

• Rail & River Shipping Terminals

•  Country Hedging Futures & Options

1-866-986-2008
www.pnw.coop
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STEIGER STRONGSTEIGER STRONG

EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE IN A

POWERFUL PACKAGE.

All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE IN A

POWERFUL PACKAGE.

STEIGER STRONG

All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

SEE US TODAY! 5 Locations to Serve You!

www.stjohnhardware.com

St. John Hardware & Implement Co. Inc

(509) 244-4902
904 S Hayford Rd

Airway Heights, WA 99001

Moscow, ID
(208) 882-7501

Fairfield, WA
(509) 283-2111

NezPerce, ID
(208) 937-2422

Fairfield, WA
(509) 648-3373

Ph: (509) 982-2644 • Ph: (800) 572-5939 • E-mail: don@walterimplement.com

Visit schulte.ca for more information
on our complete line of Rock Removal Equipment, Rotary Mowers, Snow Blowers

VTX-300 VARIABLE TILLAGE 
Types of tillage will diff er from spring preparation work to fall fi eld work, 
from a dry year to a wet year, and from vertical tillage to conservation 

tillage to primary tillage or residue management. All these types of tillage 
require diff erent machines, until now. The SOILSTAR VTX can do it all, 
from a light six degree angle to an extreme 22° angle tillage pass with 

aggressive concave discs; to a 0° vertical tillage pass or seedbed
 preparation with up to six degree angled straight discs.

1105 Dobson Rd. Odessa, WA

HANDLE BULK SEED
THE EASY WAY

Fast efficient handling of bulk

Easy-on-off with one pin

Spring assisted lift for easy operations

Remote controlled hydraulic motor

Long reach 6” auger and 14.5’ telescoping spout

509.535.1177
NwGrainAugers.com
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“Poppa G, why does your tractor have triangle 
wheels?” That was a question my granddaughter posed 
to me a couple years ago. It was a difficult question to 
answer in a way a little girl could understand.

I’ve had plenty of time to think about that answer and 
plenty of other things as I drove our Quad Trac pulling 
the bank-out wagon this 2020 harvest. I logged more 
than 500 miles in short trips through the rolling Palouse 
hills, ferrying 800-to-1,000 bushel loads from the com-
bine to the truck.

The bank-out wagon may be this region’s most recent 
equipment evolution. The first year our operation pulled 
a bank-out wagon was 2013. As combine capacities got 
larger, semis and tandem trucks replaced single-axle 
trucks, and the need for speed increased.

One article I read said farmers are 25 percent more 
efficient as a result of bank-out wagons. Of course, it’s 
that drive for efficiency that has motivated most changes 
since wheat farming came to Eastern Washington.

I made a lot more trips between the combine and the 
trucks with the bank-out wagon this year because my 
region was blessed with an abundant crop. I would go so 
far as to say this is the best winter wheat crop we have 
ever cut where we live south of Ewan.

Farmers tend to keep their yield information tight to 
the vest, talking in generalities such as average, above av-
erage, etc., and I’m not any different. Let me just say that 
I’m pleased with the crop on my farm, but I know not 
everyone in the state received above-average yields.

Much of the large summer/fallow area in the north 
and west areas of our wheat-growing region missed the 
spring rains those of us further east received in abun-
dance. So, any pleasure I take in my yield needs to be 
balanced against the unease I feel for those who weren’t 
so fortunate. It is rare that every wheat-growing region 
in Washington has the same good fortune.

The last crop that rivaled this one occurred in 2016 
when state winter wheat yield records were broken. 
As it turned out, so were our hearts because much of 
the wheat that was harvested had low falling numbers 
caused by late maturity alpha-amylase. Millions of dol-
lars were lost to discounts.

But this is not 2016. Although there are reports of low 
falling numbers in isolated locations, it is neither wide-
spread nor severe. I haven’t heard of any warehouses 

discounting for low falling numbers.
In fact, the quality of this year’s crop is excellent with 

the range of protein levels our customers desire, and 
plump kernels weighing out near an average 62 pounds 
test weight along with lower-than-average dockage. Not 
to mention those yields! In some cases, they are as much 
as a third more than average.

The genetic potential of the newer varieties we plant 
today allowed us to obtain the production we did, but 
they were not the cause. May, June and even some early 
July rains, accompanied by cool weather, permitted the 
wheat to achieve yields nearer its inherent capacity. We 
all know wheat doesn’t like weather extremes, and this 
year proved it.

And yet, when hot weather was needed to ripen the 
crop, it came as if on a schedule. Harvest is just finished 
for us and most in my local area. Other farmers in the 
eastern and northern regions are still bringing in lentils, 
garbs and some wheat. So far, it has been a good run, 
weather wise. We only missed one day from rain, and a 
couple of days we quit early because of high winds.

As I put the finishing touches on this column, Labor 
Day winds and tinder-dry conditions resulted in fires 
that burned thousands of acres and dozens of structures 
in wheat country. I applaud the firefighters and farmers 
who helped fight the fires, but my heart goes out to those 
whose lives were impacted. 

There were several years, circa 2008 to 2012, when we 
had both good yields and good prices, helping farm-
ers heal from a decade of low prices. Those good years 
provided the capital needed to move into the current 
decade. How we move through the decade with prices at 
the current level, however, is an open question.

Most of us can be thankful that we have extra bush-
els to sell, making it more likely to break even or show 
a small profit. For those who had less than exceptional 
yields, I am confident your turn will come. As any 
Eastern Washington wheat farmer knows, the weather is 
never the same two years in a row.

Planting for the 2021 crop is well underway for some 
as I write this, but only beginning for others. At our op-
eration, the tractor with the triangle wheels moves back 
in the field around Sept. 10—this time with a planting 
drill attached—and we all begin looking forward to the 
year ahead.  

By Gary Bailey
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They don’t make ‘em like that anymore
Released in 1988, the wheat variety, Madsen, was 
the most widely grown cultivar in the Pacific 
Northwest (PNW) between 1991 and 2004. In 
1994, it was grown on 41 percent of Washington’s 
wheat acres. You might expect that 32 years after its 
release that the variety has outlived its usefulness, 
and it’s true, Madsen’s heyday is in the rearview mir-
ror (in 2019, 7,000 acres were planted). Its impact on the 
region’s wheat industry, however, continues to reverber-
ate. An article written by Washington State University (WSU) 
winter wheat breeder Arron Carter not only explored what 
made Madsen special, he also investigated its progeny since intro-
duction. The article in the Journal of Plant Registrations, a publication of the Crop 
Science Society of America, reported that Madsen has been parent to more than 
45 released cultivars mainly because of its excellent disease resistance genes, 
some of which the breeder, Bob Allan, wasn’t aware of at the time of its release, 
but which were only discovered in later research. The breeding goal when the 
cross was made was to improve resistance to what was then called strawbreaker 
foot rot, but which is now called eyespot foot rot. Madsen was one of the first 
resistant varieties available in the PNW. Named for Louis L. Madsen, dean of the 
College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences at WSU from 
1965 to 1973, the release not only proved an excellent variety on its own merits, 
but a superb parent as well.  

Too much  
of a good thing
Wheat prices ordinarily rise or fall based 
on world wheat ending stocks, and this 
year’s low prices are the result of high 
ending stocks. China holds the majority 
of these stocks, but even taking them 

out of the equation, world ending 
stocks are anticipated at 25 percent. 
In other words, there is plenty of 
wheat in the world. In the U.S., soft 

white may be the tightest of the 
classes, and it’s likely farmers looking 
for higher prices may store their crop. 

This year’s Pacific Northwest soft white 
crop came in with average protein of 9.7 
percent, 61.85 test weight and moisture 
of 8.7 percent. Falling numbers aver-
aged 324 seconds. Club wheat samples 
had 9.97 percent protein and 61.5 pound 
test weight with 8.75 percent moisture. 
Falling numbers stood at an average 322 
seconds. Hard red winter average pro-
tein stood at 11.7 percent, 62.1 pound 
test weight, 8.7 percent moisture and 
349 for average falling numbers. Hard 
red spring results show 14.3 percent 
protein, 62.2 pound test weight, 8.6 per-
cent moisture, and 373 average falling 
numbers.  

Novel traits = novel patents
Arcadia BioSciences, a West Coast-based outfit, now has 22 
patents for wheat varieties with novel traits. The two most 
recent extend the shelf life of whole wheat by more than 
nine months. Ordinarily, whole wheat flour begins to oxidize 
immediately after milling and has an average shelf life of 10 
to 30 days. The new wheat variety minimizes rancidity by re-
ducing decomposition of fatty acids that can affect smell or 
flavor. Arcadia also has patents on a reduced gluten variety. 
That variety is said to have 65 percent less allergenic gluten, 
but with the same taste and performance as other wheat 
varieties.  

Drink your bread
Another approach to extending the 
life of bread products comes from 
Singapore, where researchers at the 
National University have developed 
a method to turn unsold sandwich 
bread into a creamy, slightly fizzy 
sweet drink. The bread is cut into small 
pieces and mixed with water, creating a 
bread slurry. At that point, it is pasteur-
ized, and probiotic bacteria and yeast are 
added. It can be stored at room tempera-
ture for up to six weeks while maintain-
ing at least 1 billion probiotic cells per 
serving.  
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Pivoting toward the future
In basketball, pivot refers to the ability to keep one foot stationary while the 
other can move in any direction. In the time of COVID-19, pivot refers to how 
the Washington Grain Commission (WGC) is honing a new approach to trade 
servicing now that face-to-face interactions with customers are cut off. Glen 
Squires credits Joe Bippert, program director for the WGC, in helping lead the 
organization’s video efforts, which include drone footage. Along with WGC Vice 
President Mary Palmer Sullivan, the pair have spent time in the field interviewing 
commissioners/farmers for reception overseas. A recent video, which can be seen 
at the WGC’s website (wagrains.org, click on News), features Gary Bailey thank-
ing customers and explaining how combines operate while showing panoramic 
views of farms across Eastern Washington during harvest. Squires said he has 
received positive reviews about the videos. Additionally, he and other staff mem-
bers have joined with other states and U.S. Wheat Associates  (USW) in providing 
crop updates and supply/demand presentations during several webinars with 
customers in Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. “There are certainly ben-
efits to in-person visits and in-field discussions, but for now, I couldn’t be more 
pleased by the efforts of WGC staff and USW overseas offices, which ensures the 
story of our region and our wheat continues to be told,” he said.  

Heart healthy 
salmon lethal  
to sea lions
 Sea lions will find their salmon snack-
ing along a 180-mile Columbia River 
corridor more dangerous as states 
and native tribes are authorized to kill 
540 California sea lions and 176 Steller 
sea lions over the next five years 
from Portland to McNary Dam, as 
well as in several tributaries. A permit 
request was heard and approved 
recently by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s 
regional administrator. This is the 
first time the Steller sea lion, which 
is much larger, has been targeted for 
elimination. The sea lions congregate 
at dams where the migrating fish 
bottleneck as they head up the river 
to spawn. Less lethal methods have 
been used in the past, including a 
fake motorized orca made of fiber-
glass, rubber bullets, traps and explo-
sives. Relocation was also tried, but 
sea lions moved hundreds of miles 
away would return within days. About 
238 sea lions have been killed at the 
Bonneville Dam over the last 13 years 
under restrictions that, among other 
things, required sighting the animal 
five times in the area and observing it 
eating salmon.  

Automatics first, then robots
It takes several trades before today’s new semitrucks move into the agricultural 
market, but in the not distant future, grinding gears will become a thing of the 
past, even for grain haulers. Manual transmissions in the big rigs are disappearing, 
replaced by a computer that automates shifting gears. The newfangled transmis-
sion is coming in handy for an industry now desperate to find more drivers for 
whom working through 10 up to 18 gears would otherwise be a hinderance—
given that most have never even owned cars with a stick shift. Ninety percent of 
Peterbilt trucks now come with automated transmissions and about 85 percent of 
Freightliners. Manual transmissions were once said to be more fuel efficient, but 
the new transmissions (which differ from those found in pick-ups and cars) has 
improved significantly over the last 10 years. Some truck drivers, however, maintain 
manual is better, arguing that automatic transmissions let drivers relax, and when 
that happens, they might take a nap—all over the road.  

Home again
Jane DeMarchi, who served as director of government 
relations for research and technology for the National 
Association of Wheat Growers for three years before leav-
ing to join the American Seed Trade Association in 2013, 
has been named president of the North American Millers’ 
Association (NAMA). It’s a homecoming for DeMarchi 
who served as director of government relations there from 2004 to 2010. “I am 
excited to be returning to NAMA during a crucial time for the whole food supply 
chain,” DeMarchi said. “NAMA is an organization with a long history of bringing 
the industry together. I look forward to sharing the joy in the renewed interest 
in home baking with our members and working with them to address the com-
plex challenges our sector faces as the link between farmers and food.”  

Falling short 
Products made from whole grains have 
been shown to be heart healthy and 
help control an array of chronic illnesses, 
including obesity, but most Americans 
have not taken the hint. In the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans 2015-20, the 
goal was for U.S. consumers to increase 
their total whole grain intake to at least 
half their diet. It currently stands at 
around 16 percent for those age 20 or 
more. Those at 60 plus had the highest 
whole grain use at nearly 20 percent.  
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Washington farms are more than just fi elds and 
forests. They are lifetime investments, generational 
homes and businesses, the source of our foods and 
fi bers, and vital parts of our natural landscape.

Washington State University understands the 
value of farms to our state and its people. For more 
than a decade, we’ve worked to steward gifts and 
investments of farmland made through the WSU 
Land Legacy Program.

Created by Washington farmers, ranchers, 
and forest owners who wanted to keep their 
land in production while passing it on to benefi t 
society, Land Legacy has put more than nine 
farms, totaling more than 3,850 acres, to work for 
research benefi ting Northwest agriculture, student 
scholarships, conservation, and community 
education.

Crucial for Washington wheat growers, the 
majority of returns for research have powered the 
Orville A. Vogel Wheat Research Fund and supported 
the two Vogel Endowed Chairs in Wheat Breeding 
and Genetics, speeding up development of spring 
and winter wheat varieties, addressing time-sensitive 
issues like stripe rust resistance, aluminum and 
herbicide tolerance, and low falling numbers, and 
helping make Washington farmers more competitive 
in global markets.

People choose to donate their land to our 
university for many reasons—to support research, 
student scholarships, and education—but all 
participants see the value of keeping their farm in 
production to benefi t their fellow farmers, students, 
scientists, and our nation and world. Gifts through 
the program can be designated to benefi t virtually 
any WSU activity. You decide what impact the 
proceeds of your land will have. 

In the following pages, read how the newest Land 
Legacy member, Georgia Cross, was inspired to enlist 
her family’s heritage in support of WSU research, and 
learn how you can become involved as well.

Land Legacy Program
STEWARDING A LIFETIME OF INVESTMENTS

The Land Legacy Program continues to provide a consistent revenue stream to support CAHNRS. 
A snapshot of the portfolio of farms includes:

FARMS VALUED 
AT $5.3 MILLION

9
ANNUAL REVENUE THAT 

SUPPORTS CAHNRS

130K+
TOTAL LAND LEGACY ACRES

WITH 8 FARMER-TENANTS

3,850 800
ACRES IN RESEARCH 

OR FALLOW

3

1
2

Future Land Legacy Gifts
Washington State University 
currently benefi ts from nine 
operational farms managed 
through the Land Legacy 
Program. Three additional 
farms have been committed                  
as bequests to the university: 

 Georgia Cross Farm
• 508 acres near Rockford, Washington
• Will support the O.A. Vogel Wheat Research 

Fund, advancing the production of wheat in the 
Pacifi c Northwest.

• Gifted to WSU in 2020.

 Jim and Nancy Batch Farm
• 1,000 acres near Davenport, Washington
• Creates the Jim & Nancy Batch/Simon & Marvel 

Reinbold Endowment, providing fi nancial 
support for CAHNRS students.

• Gifted to WSU in 2018.

 Glenn Leitz Farm
• 960 acres near Waverly, Washington
• Will support conservation research to improve 

cropping systems that enhance farm profi tability 
and improve soil quality.

• Gifted to WSU in 2006.

College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences
W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 G
R

A
IN

 C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

54 WHEAT LIFE    OCTOBER 2020



Washington farms are more than just fi elds and 
forests. They are lifetime investments, generational 
homes and businesses, the source of our foods and 
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Washington State University understands the 
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Crucial for Washington wheat growers, the 
majority of returns for research have powered the 
Orville A. Vogel Wheat Research Fund and supported 
the two Vogel Endowed Chairs in Wheat Breeding 
and Genetics, speeding up development of spring 
and winter wheat varieties, addressing time-sensitive 
issues like stripe rust resistance, aluminum and 
herbicide tolerance, and low falling numbers, and 
helping make Washington farmers more competitive 
in global markets.

People choose to donate their land to our 
university for many reasons—to support research, 
student scholarships, and education—but all 
participants see the value of keeping their farm in 
production to benefi t their fellow farmers, students, 
scientists, and our nation and world. Gifts through 
the program can be designated to benefi t virtually 
any WSU activity. You decide what impact the 
proceeds of your land will have. 

In the following pages, read how the newest Land 
Legacy member, Georgia Cross, was inspired to enlist 
her family’s heritage in support of WSU research, and 
learn how you can become involved as well.
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Future Land Legacy Gifts
Washington State University 
currently benefi ts from nine 
operational farms managed 
through the Land Legacy 
Program. Three additional 
farms have been committed                  
as bequests to the university: 

 Georgia Cross Farm
• 508 acres near Rockford, Washington
• Will support the O.A. Vogel Wheat Research 

Fund, advancing the production of wheat in the 
Pacifi c Northwest.

• Gifted to WSU in 2020.

 Jim and Nancy Batch Farm
• 1,000 acres near Davenport, Washington
• Creates the Jim & Nancy Batch/Simon & Marvel 

Reinbold Endowment, providing fi nancial 
support for CAHNRS students.

• Gifted to WSU in 2018.

 Glenn Leitz Farm
• 960 acres near Waverly, Washington
• Will support conservation research to improve 

cropping systems that enhance farm profi tability 
and improve soil quality.

• Gifted to WSU in 2006.

College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences

Georgia Cross passes on a personal,           
family heritage to benefi t wheat research 

Since she was 10 years old, Georgia Cross has called 
her family’s Rockford, Wash., farm home. 

“I’ve been a farm girl all my life,” says Cross, 94. “I 
never knew what it was to live in town, and I wouldn’t 
want to!”

As a child, then as an adult, Cross helped her parents, 
Clarence and Emma Cross, run their small, diversifi ed 
farm, experiencing the great changes that transformed 
America’s agricultural communities. Her heart has always 
been here in Washington wheat country.

Now, she is passing her farm forward to benefi t 
research programs that help wheat farmers, through 
Washington State University’s Land Legacy Program.

Hard work, changing times
Cross’s farm legacy reaches back to her maternal 

grandparents. Hans and Mary Johnson were immigrants 
from Denmark and Germany who homesteaded at 
Valleyford, Wash. Hans walked 20 miles to the county 
seat in Cheney to fi le papers for his 160-acre claim. He 
cleared the land of trees, and he and Mary set about 
farming and raising eight children. 

Emma, their fourth daughter, married Cross’s father, 
a veteran of World War I. Clarence and Emma rented 
property at fi rst, then bought the land and built the 
farmhouse where Cross has lived ever since.

Born in 1926, Cross grew up amid the grain fi elds   
and timber of Spokane County. Life wasn’t necessarily 

easy on the 
farm—cleaning 
the coops of 
the family’s 500 
laying hens was 
a daily dirty 
job—but the 
family always 
had enough.

“I was never 
without anything,” 
Cross said. “Back 
then, a lot of things 
were hard, but it was hard 
for everybody.” 

On the farm, Cross helped her mother cook 
nourishing meals for farm hands and guests. She grew 
up surrounded by animals—dogs, cats, livestock, and 
wildlife from the family woodland, including a young 
deer, “Buck,” who she hand-fed with Holstein milk for 
three years. 

She cried when, in the early 1940s, her father fi nally 
sold his team of prized workhorses. The tractor had 
completely replaced them. 

Cross was particularly close to her aunt Esther and 
uncles Roy and Oscar, who farmed with their parents, 
and she loved going to cowboy movies and rodeos with 
her uncles.

“I never missed a rodeo,” she said. 

Growing up, Cross held a 20-year career with Spokane 
County’s real estate recording division, where she was 

I love the land

without anything,” 

then, a lot of things 
were hard, but it was hard 

without anything,” 

then, a lot of things 
were hard, but it was hard 
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fascinated to handle the details of her wider community. 
She never married, but stayed on the farm, managing 
tenant farmers after her father’s passing and caring for 
her mother in her later years. 

Cross inherited her parents’ property, the original 
Johnson homestead, farmland bought by her uncle 
Oscar, and her aunt Elsie and uncle George Bower’s land. 
She eventually came to own about 500 acres farmed by 
trusted tenants, among them Valleyford grower Mike 
Mahn, and his wife Teresa. 

“I’ve known Georgia for nearly 50 years,” Mahn said. 
“Georgia is very concerned with doing a good job with 
her land. She wants it to be productive and healthy, 
but she is also very fair and understanding. She’s not all 
about the money.”

Mahn supports Cross’s decision to donate her land 
to support research, which ultimately helps growers like 
him solve problems and remain competitive.

“All our land has a development price on it,” Mahn 
said. “Georgia wants to keep it as a farm. Her decision 
accomplishes that, as long as people can keep farming 
and do a good job of it.”

“I’ve had many chances to sell, but I didn’t want to 
see it go into building houses,” Cross said. 

Benefactor for wheat discoveries
Wanting to do something more meaningful, she 

learned about WSU’s Land Legacy Program through 
a 2019 Wheat Life article on supporter Glenn Leitz, a 
retired farmer from nearby Fairfi eld, Wash. Cross decided 
that her farm should support WSU’s O.A. Vogel Wheat 
Research Fund, founded by famed Pullman researcher 
Orville Vogel. 

Leitz had been inspired by Vogel’s work, and in turn, 
Georgia was moved to dedicate her property as a future 
memorial. The farm will join dozens of other properties 
across the state whose proceeds drive research into 
more productive and sustainable wheat varieties and 
agricultural practices.

“It is only through the generosity of amazing people 
like Georgia, that we are able to make such great progress 
at WSU,” said Arron Carter, WSU winter wheat breeder. 
The Vogel Fund allows Carter and colleagues to release 
new, Washington-focused cultivars with high grain yield 
potential, excellent resistance to diseases and other stress, 
and very high end-use quality. Powered in part by the 
Land Legacy Program, the fund also helps expand WSU’s 
development of new technology to select lines more 
effi ciently, including using drones to evaluate wheat 
plants for promising traits.

Cross is still on her farm today, with no plans to leave. 
This place that has sustained generations of her family 
remains her home, and she is glad that it will continue to 
grow good things in support of a worthy cause.

“Those who’ve farmed it say it’s good land,” Cross 
said. “I love the land.”

The Landlord-tenant Relationship
For many Washington farmers, tenant farming is part 

of life, both challenge and necessity. 

“To be a farmer, and a� ord the machinery and 
supplies, you need the acreage,” says Michael Mahn, 
tenant of WSU Land Legacy supporter Georgia Cross.

A lifelong Valleyford resident, Mahn farms his family’s 
land, and rents additional acres from land owners 
including Cross.

A diversifi ed farmer, Mahn plants what makes the 
most economic sense. This year, for the fi rst time, 
he planted canola on Cross’s land, hoping to turn a 
reasonable profi t. 

“I’m a fi rm believer in taking care of your landlord 
as much as you can, and seeing to it that they have the 
income they deserve from their land,” Mahn said. “I’ve 
been very fortunate that my landlords have been great 
to work with. We have a good, honest relationship.”

As small farms are consolidated into larger ones, the 
industry becomes more challenging for newcomers to 
enter. Mahn has worked to mentor young farmers, but 
has had a hard time getting many to stick with it.

Through the Land Legacy Program, WSU works to 
honor families’ longstanding relationships with their 
tenants, enabling farmers to continue to work the land. 
Farm revenue supports research and education aimed 
at helping all farmers stay competitive in a changing, 
global economy.

Photos: Georgia Cross, top, previous page, has cherished her 
family’s farm for nearly her entire life. Far left, prior page, 
Georgia’s mother, Emma Cross, shocks oats. Prior page, right, 
the family’s rolling cookhouse followed threshing operations 
on the Cross farm. Below, Cross fed her beloved fawn, “Buck,” 
with milk from her family’s cows.
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fascinated to handle the details of her wider community. 
She never married, but stayed on the farm, managing 
tenant farmers after her father’s passing and caring for 
her mother in her later years. 

Cross inherited her parents’ property, the original 
Johnson homestead, farmland bought by her uncle 
Oscar, and her aunt Elsie and uncle George Bower’s land. 
She eventually came to own about 500 acres farmed by 
trusted tenants, among them Valleyford grower Mike 
Mahn, and his wife Teresa. 

“I’ve known Georgia for nearly 50 years,” Mahn said. 
“Georgia is very concerned with doing a good job with 
her land. She wants it to be productive and healthy, 
but she is also very fair and understanding. She’s not all 
about the money.”

Mahn supports Cross’s decision to donate her land 
to support research, which ultimately helps growers like 
him solve problems and remain competitive.

“All our land has a development price on it,” Mahn 
said. “Georgia wants to keep it as a farm. Her decision 
accomplishes that, as long as people can keep farming 
and do a good job of it.”

“I’ve had many chances to sell, but I didn’t want to 
see it go into building houses,” Cross said. 

Benefactor for wheat discoveries
Wanting to do something more meaningful, she 

learned about WSU’s Land Legacy Program through 
a 2019 Wheat Life article on supporter Glenn Leitz, a 
retired farmer from nearby Fairfi eld, Wash. Cross decided 
that her farm should support WSU’s O.A. Vogel Wheat 
Research Fund, founded by famed Pullman researcher 
Orville Vogel. 

Leitz had been inspired by Vogel’s work, and in turn, 
Georgia was moved to dedicate her property as a future 
memorial. The farm will join dozens of other properties 
across the state whose proceeds drive research into 
more productive and sustainable wheat varieties and 
agricultural practices.

“It is only through the generosity of amazing people 
like Georgia, that we are able to make such great progress 
at WSU,” said Arron Carter, WSU winter wheat breeder. 
The Vogel Fund allows Carter and colleagues to release 
new, Washington-focused cultivars with high grain yield 
potential, excellent resistance to diseases and other stress, 
and very high end-use quality. Powered in part by the 
Land Legacy Program, the fund also helps expand WSU’s 
development of new technology to select lines more 
effi ciently, including using drones to evaluate wheat 
plants for promising traits.

Cross is still on her farm today, with no plans to leave. 
This place that has sustained generations of her family 
remains her home, and she is glad that it will continue to 
grow good things in support of a worthy cause.

“Those who’ve farmed it say it’s good land,” Cross 
said. “I love the land.”

The Landlord-tenant Relationship
For many Washington farmers, tenant farming is part 

of life, both challenge and necessity. 

“To be a farmer, and a� ord the machinery and 
supplies, you need the acreage,” says Michael Mahn, 
tenant of WSU Land Legacy supporter Georgia Cross.

A lifelong Valleyford resident, Mahn farms his family’s 
land, and rents additional acres from land owners 
including Cross.

A diversifi ed farmer, Mahn plants what makes the 
most economic sense. This year, for the fi rst time, 
he planted canola on Cross’s land, hoping to turn a 
reasonable profi t. 

“I’m a fi rm believer in taking care of your landlord 
as much as you can, and seeing to it that they have the 
income they deserve from their land,” Mahn said. “I’ve 
been very fortunate that my landlords have been great 
to work with. We have a good, honest relationship.”

As small farms are consolidated into larger ones, the 
industry becomes more challenging for newcomers to 
enter. Mahn has worked to mentor young farmers, but 
has had a hard time getting many to stick with it.

Through the Land Legacy Program, WSU works to 
honor families’ longstanding relationships with their 
tenants, enabling farmers to continue to work the land. 
Farm revenue supports research and education aimed 
at helping all farmers stay competitive in a changing, 
global economy.

Photos: Georgia Cross, top, previous page, has cherished her 
family’s farm for nearly her entire life. Far left, prior page, 
Georgia’s mother, Emma Cross, shocks oats. Prior page, right, 
the family’s rolling cookhouse followed threshing operations 
on the Cross farm. Below, Cross fed her beloved fawn, “Buck,” 
with milk from her family’s cows.

WSU’s Land Legacy Council manages the land to 
sustain its value and productivity far into the future. 

The council is made up of farmers, ranchers, timber 
owners, and agribusiness leaders who advise the 
university on land management practices, keeping land 
gifts sustainable and productive into the future.

Together, WSU and our Land Legacy supporters 
sustain research, education, and service for Washington 
agriculture for generations to come.

Leading the way: Chair Hal Johnson and the 
Land Legacy Council

Nearly a decade ago, Hal Johnson was tapped by 
then-WSU President Elson S. Floyd to launch a brand-
new endeavor.

Floyd needed a group of knowledgeable, responsible 
volunteers to guide the varied farms donated to the 
university. 

Johnson, a Reardan wheat farmer and former 
Washington Grain Commissioner, stepped up. He has 
led the WSU Land Legacy Council ever since, and is 
preparing to transition it to the next leader.

“When you start something, you hate to jump ship,” 
said Johnson (’65 BS, ’68 MS, Agronomy). “WSU has 
been wonderful to work with. We have a good group 

of growers, and we love to 
give back to the industry 
that’s given us so much. 
That’s why I’m still doing 
this.”

Johnson has met many 
of the families who joined 
the Land Legacy Program. 
Some have a personal 
connection with WSU 
faculty and staff. Others 
may not have direct heirs, 
yet they want their land to continue to be farmed. All 
see the benefi t of support for knowledge and discovery.

As a farmer, Johnson wholeheartedly agrees.

“I would dearly love to see more ground go to the 
university, because it does help an industry that doesn’t 
always have it very good,” Johnson said.

WSU’s College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural 
Resource Sciences thanks Hal Johnson and all current 
and past members of the Land Legacy Council for their 
involvement in guiding the use of gifted farms. Their 
knowledge and dedication ensures families’ memorials 
are used at their greatest potential, helping scholars and 
scientists of today and the farmers of tomorrow.

WSU Land Legacy Council

Leaving a Land Legacy
Your land is important to you—it has sustained 

and rewarded you. It represents years of hard work, 
dedication, and stewardship.

It’s more than just acreage, it’s your heritage. It’s 
part of your family. And naturally, you want to make 
sure it endures.

That’s why we’re asking you to consider 
establishing a Land Legacy with Washington State 
University. A well-planned charitable gift of land 
can provide tangible benefi ts to you and to others, 
now and in the future—and preserve the land that 
bears your name.

The fl ow chart at right shows some options 
available to those wishing to gift their land to WSU.

To learn more about making a gift of land, please 
visit legacyofl and.wsu.edu, or contact CAHNRS 
Alumni and Development o�  ce by emailing
Alumni.friends@wsu.edu, or calling 509-335-2243.

LAND LEGACY PROGRAM

Donor interested in 
making a land gift 

reaches out to WSU.

Land details and
productivity are reviewed

with donor. Donor and 
WSU discuss options.*

LAND SALE

* The Land Legacy Council provides recommendations on property acceptance, farm management, and tenant   
 selection. WSU leadership reviews and approves all gifts.
** Each property will be reviewed periodically for profi tability and alignment with the WSU′s mission and goals.

WSU accepts gift and 
land becomes income 
producing property.**

WSU leases 
land to a tenant 

farmer.

Farm income supports 
WSU area chosen by 
donor in perpetuity.

WSU accepts gift 
and land becomes 

research and 
teaching property.

WSU utilizes land to 
advance its mission.
Additional gift may 

be required.

If income is produced, 
it supports WSU area 
chosen by donor in 

perpetuity.

WSU accepts gift and 
donor recommends

land be sold.

WSU sells land 
as intended by 

donor.

Land sale proceeds 
provide a one-time 

gift to WSU area 
chosen by donor.

WSU 
declines

gift.
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By Joe Bippert
Nearly a year ago, U.S. trade negotiators headed by 

Ambassador Robert Lighthizer finalized the “Phase One” 
agreement with China, pausing the damaging trade war 
between the world’s two largest economies and ending 
months of retaliatory tariffs imposed on billions of dollars’ 
worth of goods.

Among other things, the agreement aimed to address 
long-standing concerns over alleged intellectual property 
theft and forced technology transfers by China. But at the 
center of the deal was a commitment from China to buy a 
minimum of $200 billion more in U.S. goods and services in 
excess of the amount of its 2017 purchases—before the trade 
war began. Of that increase, $32 billion was earmarked for 
agricultural purchases. Given that China was the fourth 
largest market for U.S. wheat sales prior to the trade war, 
this was welcomed news for our industry.

Reports show that China is behind in their 2020 commit-
ments, but that could be due to the impacts of COVID-19 
during the early stages of the agreement. As the world con-
tinues to emerge from the global pandemic, however, China 
is now seen as a potential commodity powerhouse with an 
eye toward U.S. agriculture.

In marketing year 2020/21, which began last June, China 
has purchased nearly 1.5 million metric tons of U.S. wheat, 
making them the country’s second largest wheat buyer. 
While this is clearly higher than purchases at this time last 
year, it is also nearly 300 percent higher than wheat pur-
chases at the same time in 2017 prior to the trade war. And 
wheat sales are just beginning.

Total U.S. agricultural exports from January through 
June 2020 were down 3 percent, while the same exports to 
China were up 11 percent. The USDA reported that China is 
historically responsible for 18 to 20 percent of weekly export 
sales. But at the beginning of September, China represented 
48 percent of all agricultural export sales during the prior 
five weeks. And during one week, China was the largest 
buyer of corn, soybeans, wheat, cotton and pork.

This swift uptick in China’s demand for U.S. agriculture 
goods has limited export elevation capacity out of Gulf of 
Mexico ports, as well as from Pacific Northwest facilities. 
A recent article released by U.S. Wheat Associates (USW), 
indicated that for September and October, export elevators 
are at capacity and cannot add much more business.

China emerges as top market for U.S. wheat
1,800

1,600

1,400

1,200

1,000

800

600

400

200

U.S. All Wheat Exports to China

0

1,
00

0 
M

et
ri

c 
To

ns
14/15 18/1916/17 20/21 to date17/1815/16 19/20

SOURCE: U.S. WHEAT ASSOCIATES COMMERCIAL SALES REPORT

USW also reports that the average secondary rate 
for shuttle trains for delivery in October was nearly 
three times greater than the previous three-year 
average due in part to the unexpectedly swift pace of 
commodity exports to China. These higher rail rates, 
as well as the limited export elevation capacity, has 
led to a jump in Gulf and PNW hard red spring (HRS) 
and hard red winter basis (HRW) values.

So why should Washington wheat farmers care? 
China is buying HRW and HRS, both wheat classes 
grown in Washington, although less than half of 
China’s wheat purchases to date have been shipped 
out of Portland. There have been no soft white (SW) 
shipments yet, but keep in mind, that during 10 days 
in 2019 while the trade war still steamed, China pur-
chased 131,000 metric tons of SW, placing them as a 
top 10 market in our region. Previously, SW exports to 
China had grown to more than 300,000 metric tons.

While slower than anticipated, China’s re-emer-
gence as a dominant market for U.S. agriculture is 
making waves in global trade and will continue to do 
so as Phase One unfolds. Then the question becomes 
what Phase Two will hold, and how it will impact our 
exports from the region over the long term?

Trade agreements are complex and ongoing. 
Enforcement of agreements will be a main issue 
for Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, and all 
indications are that they are up to the task. The WGC 
applauds them for their efforts to enhance the trade of 
agricultural products.  
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By Christina H. Hagerty
Soil health is at the apex of what 

society expects from the agricul-
tural landscape.

With food production demands 
intensifying on diminishing arable 
land resources, soil health has 
never been so important. While 
capital investments of a farm (e.g. 
machinery, buildings) undergo 
preventative maintenance in order 
to protect resources, soil health 
investments remain unclear. 

Investing in soil health is not as 
straightforward as changing the oil 
in the truck. More research is need-
ed to help define parameters of soil 
health and define how farmers can 
make profitable investments in soil 
health. One hurdle to implementing 
practices to improve soil health is 
an abundance of regionally unique 
soil health indicators, necessitating 
region-specific soil health research.

 In the dryland Pacific Northwest 
(PNW), soil acidity is an important 
indicator of soil heath, as acid soils 
have been shown to compromise 
both soil and crop health and 
therefore crop production. Soil 
pH, or soil acidity, is a measure of 
balance between free hydrogen and 
free hydroxyl ions. This balance of 
ions plays a key role in soil health, 
with imbalances of hydrogen and 
hydroxyl ions being more chemi-
cally active.

While every plant species per-
forms best at an optimal pH, in 
general, plant health suffers when 
soil pH deviates too far from neu-
tral. The pH is a critical determi-
nant of soil nutrient availability.

Most nutrients become more or 
less available as the soil deviates to 
either more alkaline or more acidic. 
At low pH, some elements become 
less bioavailable (e.g. molybdenum, 
potassium), which can limit the 

Soil health: A capital investment in farm resilience

action of beneficial microbes, while other elements become more bioavailable 
(e.g. aluminum) resulting in phytotoxicity. 

In the dryland PNW, soils have been acidified as a result of nitrogen fertil-
ization since the early 1940s. In a recent survey of commercial wheat fields, Dr. 
Paul Carter and myself found that 85 of 118 fields sampled were below pH 5.5, 
the critical pH for wheat production. Other surveys have provided the same 
or similar critical low pH changes. All forms of synthetic nitrogen reduce soil 
pH, and nitrogen fertilizer continues to be added annually, further perpetuat-
ing soil acidification.

For the past three years, the Oregon Wheat Commission (OWC) and the 
Washington Grain Commission (WGC) have funded a soil acidity research 
project. It has been a collaborative effort to establish and monitor soil acidity 
in research plots across three rainfall zones. The plots were treated with three 
modest rates of agricultural lime (600, 1,200 and 2,400 pounds per acre) and an 
untreated control.

We have been monitoring soil chemistry, yield, soilborne disease and 
weeds. Our research team is led by myself and Carter. Our team includes Drs. 
Stephen Machado, Judit Barroso, Don Wysocki of Oregon State University 
(OSU); Drs. Steve Van Vleet and Tim Murray of Washington State University; 
and Dr. Kurtis Schroeder of the University of Idaho. In collaboration with the 
Agricultural Research Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, plots 
have been leveraged to conduct fungal and bacterial microbiome work with 
Drs. Tim Paulitz, Steven Yin and Daniel Schlatter. Dr. Amber Moore of OSU 
has also been an instrumental sounding board. Our collaborative effort is 
based on stakeholder request, and our goal is to elucidate the management of 
soil acidity and understanding soil health as a whole. 

Growers are searching for economic options to mitigate soil acidity and 
improve soil health. The harvest 2020 season will complete the three-year 
funding cycle from WGC and OWC on the soil acidity plots.

Fall and winter 2020 will be dedicated to data analysis from our three-year 
trial in three locations. We have collected a mountain of exciting, region-spe-
cific data on the plots that will be helpful for us to understand more about soil 
acidity in our quest to develop profitable solutions for producers.  
Christina H. Hagerty is an assistant professor of dryland cereal pathology at OSU.
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By T. Randall 
Fortenbery

  In October 
2019, President 
Trump and rep-
resentatives from 
China jointly 

announced they reached terms for 
Phase One of a trade deal between 
the two countries. The deal was 
signed on Jan. 15, 2020, and was 
heralded as providing a platform 
for normalizing trade relations be-
tween the two countries following a 
near two-year trade war. It officially 
went into effect Feb. 14, 2020.

Under the basic terms of the deal, 
China was to increase purchases 
of U.S. goods and services by 
$200 billion in both 2020 and 2021 
compared to 2017 levels. However, 
translating this to actual purchases 
is challenging due to issues associ-
ated with estimating the 2017 base-
line. According to the agreement, 
the 2017 baseline is estimated using 
both official data on 2017 Chinese 
imports from the U.S. (Chinese 
data), and official data on U.S. ex-
ports to China in 2017 (U.S. data). 

According to an analysis by the 
Peterson Institute for International 
Economics (PIIE)1, there are dis-
crepancies in the two data series, 
thus there are two different base-
lines one might measure depend-
ing on which data source is used. 
In general, the Chinese import 
data shows a greater value of total 
imports from the U.S. in 2017 com-
pared to the U.S. export data. 

If one bases the $200 billion in-
crease on the lower 2017 U.S. export 
figure than a lower total value in 
2020 would be needed to meet the 

China unlikely to reach Phase One goals

1https://www.piie.com/research/piie-charts/us-china-phase-one-tracker-chinas-purchases-us-goods
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$200 billion-dollar increase, but a higher percentage increase would be needed 
since the base is smaller. Regardless of which baseline is used, however, pur-
chases are lagging significantly compared to where we might expect them to 
be at this point to meet the Phase One commitments (Figure 1).

Using the lower U.S. export data to calculate the 2017 baseline, PIIE has 
estimated that China would need to purchase $33.4 billion in agricultural 
commodities from the U.S. in 2020 to meet its Phase One commitments 
(USDA originally estimated China would purchase about $40 billion in food, 
agricultural commodities and seafood from the U.S. under the Phase One 
agreement).

Through July 2020, PIIE estimates that China had only purchased about 
$48.5 billion worth of U.S. goods and services in total, with agriculture rep-
resenting only a small percentage of that. If China were to purchase an even 
amount each month to meet their 2020 commitment, they would have needed 
to purchase almost $101 billion of goods and services through July.

Based on U.S. data, total Chinese agricultural purchases from the U.S. 
through July were only $7.6 billion, compared to a target of $21.3 billion if they 
were made consistently each month. Thus, Chinese imports of U.S. agricultur-
al products are running about 42 percent below the monthly average needed 
to hit the target for 2020. The trade agreement does allow China to take into 
account seasonality in prices, etc., so one might expect some lag in early 
purchases in anticipation of lower harvest prices for things like soybeans and 
grain sorghum (both major exports from the U.S. to China), but it is unlikely 

Figure 1: 2020 U.S. trade with China—select sectors

DATA SOURCE:  PETERSON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS
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the current deficit can be made up in the next couple of 
months based on grain trade during the U.S. fall harvest 
season.

Figure 2 shows total Chinese imports of wheat, grain 
sorghum and soybeans from January through July for 
each year since 2017. Notice that grain sorghum is the 
only commodity among the three for which total vol-
umes have increased this year compared to the base 
year. It is important to note that the Phase One trade deal 
does not specify purchase levels by specific commod-
ity, but Figure 2 is still indicative of the current situation 
relative to Chinese purchases—they are generally well 
below levels needed across most commodities to reach 
the Phase One targets for 2020.

The lag in volumes traded between the U.S. and China 
really only tells part of the story. The Phase One trade 
agreement specifies total value of trade—the increase in 
purchases required is based on trade value not physical 

quantity. Prices between 2017 and 2020 have not moved 
in the same direction for all commodities. For some com-
modities, increased prices this year compared to 2017 
have helped offset some of the decline in trade volume 
(Figure 3). Wheat is one of those, although the total value 
of wheat trade between China and the U.S. has still been 
lower thus far this year compared to 2017. Through July, 
the total volume of wheat trade with China was down 
about 28 percent in 2020 compared to 2017, but because 
U.S. prices for wheat have averaged higher this year, the 
total value of trade is only off about 19 percent. 

For grain sorghum, both trade volume and average 
prices are higher through July this year compared to 
2017. Total trade volume of grain sorghum is up about 
16 percent, but the value of the trade through July 2020 
exceeds the same period in 2017 by 34 percent. Soybeans 
face the exact opposite situation—trade volume through 
July was down 55 percent compared to the first 7 months 
of 2017, and prices averaged about $1 per bushel lower 
this year. The result is that total value of soybean trade 
with China this year has averaged about 60 percent less 
than trade values in 2017.

It is likely that increased purchases of fall-harvested 
crops by Chinese buyers will help close the gap between 
what has been traded in the agricultural sector thus far 
and what is needed to meet the Phase One commitments, 
but it is highly unlikely the entire gap will be covered by 
the end of the year. The combination of the lagging trade 
performance in Phase One; frictions over the source and 
spread of COVID-19; and the administration’s attempts to 
curtail activities of Chinese technology companies may 
complicate the Phase Two negotiations. President Trump 
has indicated Phase Two discussions will be initiated 
after the election if he is re-elected. How Phase Two pro-
ceeds could affect trade under Phase One in 2021. 

Vice President Joe Biden has been quite critical of the 
Phase One deal, claiming it is not working as it was 
supposed to. As one example, he has noted that the June 
2020 trade deficit with China had actually increased 
about 5 percent compared to the previous month. If he 
were elected, it is unclear whether he would pursue a 
Phase Two deal or would focus on a re-alignment of 
Phase One first.

It is probable that managing trade with China will be 
highlighted by both campaigns as we close out the elec-
tion cycle. What is less clear is where we go from here 
regardless of who is elected.  
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Randy Fortenbery holds the Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair 
in Grain Economics at Washington State University. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from the University 
of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.
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By Trista Crossley
If you are driving on Highway 12 a few miles 

west of Pomeroy, you’ve probably seen Julie 
Claassen’s art. It’s a little hard to miss—big, colorful 
quilt-block patterns attached to the front or sides of 
buildings.

“We have this old schoolhouse that my dad went 
to school in that sits by the side of the highway. 
People are stopping all the time and taking pic-
tures,” Claassen said. “I was looking for something 
to put on one end to dress it up a little bit. That was 
my first barn quilt.”

That was in 2013. Since then, Claassen has made 
several more barn quilts for outbuildings on the 
family’s wheat farm, as well as a grain elevator just 
up the road.

“Then I ran out of places to put them in, and my 
husband said I need to stop,” she said. “Others have 
been given to other people. I’ve probably made eight 
or nine altogether.”

The idea caught on with some of Claassen’s 
friends who began making barn quilts of their own. 
The process is relatively simple. Pick a quilting 
pattern and paint it on plywood. Claassen’s barn 
quilts are either 8x8 feet or 4x4 feet. Once she has 
a pattern, she puts a couple coats of primer on the 
plywood, draws her grid and tapes off each color 
one at a time.

“I do thin coats until I feel like it’s covered well. I 
do one color at a time, then tape off the next color. It 
doesn’t take very long. The longest part is waiting 
for the paint to dry,” she explained. “It’s not hard to 
find a pattern. If you google barn quilt prints or go 
on Pinterest, you can find examples. There are a mil-
lion different directions and designs to pick from.”

Once the barn quilt is painted, Claassen protects 
it with a coat of spar varnish. The bigger pieces have 
a frame on the back for support.

Barn quilts, as a modern-day decoration, seem 
to have gotten their start around 2001 in Adams 
County, Ohio. The idea is widely attributed to 
Donna Sue Groves who wanted to honor her moth-

BARN QUILTS
Art form replaces needle and fabric with wood and paint

er’s quilting prowess by painting a quilt block on their tobacco 
barn. According to barnquiltinfo.com, Groves worked with her 
local community to create a “clothesline of quilts.” The result is 
known as a barn quilt trail, a collection of barn quilts that is able 
to be viewed as a walking or driving tour. The painted blocks 
aren’t found just on barns; they are often mounted on houses, 
poles and public buildings.

The barn quilts around Pomeroy haven’t been organized into 
a barn quilt trail (according to barnquiltinfo.com, in order to 
be considered a quilt trail, there needs to be a map made of the 

The first barn quilt Julie Claassen created hangs on the side of an old 
schoolhouse that sits on their farm along Highway 12 outside of Pomeroy.
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(Above) Another of Julie Claassen’s barn quilts hangs on an abandoned grain 
elevator along Highway 12 outside of Pomeroy, while several (below) hang on 
outbuildings on her family’s wheat farm.

Pomeroy, Wash., resident Barbara Becker created this barn quilt that 
hangs on one of her outbuildings.

Alice Gwinn also makes barn quilts, including this one hanging on her 
house in Pomeroy, Wash.

quilt locations), and some of them aren’t easily seen from 
the road. Claassen said she didn’t think barn quilts have 
quite caught on in Garfield County, but that doesn’t stop 
her from watching for them as she travels around.

“I’m a quilter. I’ve always sewed, so this (making barn 
quilts) was just a natural thing to do,” Claassen said.

 

On the trail
To find a “proper” barn quilt trail in Washington, one 

has to head north and west. Conconully in Okanogan 
County has more than 80 barn quilts, many of which 
include silhouettes that depict the area’s mining, farming 
and ranching heritage.

Kittitas County also has an official trail with more 
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than 100 barn quilts scattered throughout the county. 
Madison Ford, director of tourism and events for the 
Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce, said she’s seen a 
renewed interest in their barn quilt trail this year as tour-
ists are looking for activities that can be done while social 
distancing.

“This is something visitors can do from their cars. They 
can stop at little businesses for coffee and ice cream on 
the way and make it their own experience. It’s great for 
families. There’s no time limit. It’s kind of like a scavenger 
hunt but more customizable in that you can make it your 
own,” Ford said.

The first barn quilt in Kittitas County was installed in 
2012 on the oldest barn on the trail, the Dominion Barn, 
which was built in 1901, but the trail is still growing as 
new barn quilts are always being added. The county even 
offers tips and a list of contractors who will help hang a 
barn quilt. 

“Not only is the barn quilt trail a top customizable, 
self-guided option for travelers year-round, it also is a way 
for locals and tourists alike to preserve and honor Kittitas 
County’s agricultural industry,” Ford added.

For more information on the Conconully and Kittitas 

County barn quilt trails, visit their websites at conconully.
com/wooden-quilts and centralwashingtonoutdoor.com/
barn-quilts/. You can find a map of barn quilt trails in all 
50 states at barnquiltinfo.com/map-US.html.  

Pomeroy, Wash., resident Julie Claassen shows how she uses graph paper 
to draw a barn quilt design before breaking out the plywood and paint.
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The NEW Generation
WEED-IT QUADRO WEED-IT

QUADRO
FEATURES

 Don Strebeck  509-988-0433 Jason Thomas  509-988-0342 Sam Whitman  509-660-3210
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Although the website, aglease101.org, was developed 
by Extension educators from the north central U.S., it has 
resources that can be helpful to landlords and tenants in 
Eastern Washington, especially when it comes to deciding 
what kind of lease to use.

In general, there are two main types of cropland leases: 
crop share and cash rent. In a crop share agreement, the 
landlord and tenant split the cost of raising a crop, as well 
as the harvested grain, usually one-third to the landlord 
and two-thirds to the tenant. With a cash rent agreement, 
the tenant pays a fixed amount to rent the land. The land-
lord pays no expenses and doesn’t receive a share of the 
crop at harvest. 

In Eastern Washington, crop share lease agreements are 
more common than cash rents.

There are advantages and disadvantages to both types 
of lease agreements, and landlords, especially landlords 
with little or no farming experience, should spend time re-
searching both. Here are some of the landlord advantages 
and disadvantages of crop share and cash rent leases as 
excerpted from publications available on aglease101.org.  
Reprinted with permission from the North Central Farm Man-
agement Extension Committee. Sample lease forms can be 
downloaded from aglease101.org. Funding for this project was 
provided by the North Central Risk Management Education 
Center and the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

ON LEASE FOR AND ABOUT LANDLORDS IN WASHINGTON STATE

What kind of lease is right for you?

CROP SHARE LEASES
Advantages to landlords
•  Management may be shared between an experienced 

landowner and operator, resulting in more effective 
decisions.

•  Sales of crops may be timed for tax management. 
Likewise, purchased inputs may be timed to shift ex-
penses for tax purposes.

•  Risks due to low yields or prices, as well as profits from 
high yields or prices, are shared between the two parties.

•  A crop-share lease, where the landowner is recognized as 
providing “material participation” through their involve-
ment in crop production and marketing, has some tax-
related benefits

Disadvantages to landlords
•  Landowners’ income will be variable because of yield 

and price variation and changes in shared production-
input costs. This may be a particularly important concern 
for landowners in retirement.

• Accounting for shared expenses must be maintained.
• The landowner must make marketing decisions.
•  The need for operator and landowner to discuss annual 

cropping practices and to make joint management deci-
sions is greater.

•  Increased paperwork and record-keeping associated 
with participation in government programs and crop 
insurance is required.

• As prices or technology change, the lease should be 
reviewed to determine if changes need to be made as to 
what is equitable. Sharing arrangements may need to be 
changed.

CASH LEASES
Advantages to landlords
•  Less (perhaps no) managerial input is required than with 

other leasing arrangements.
•  Reduced involvement in management reduces the pos-

sibility of friction between the landowner and operator 
concerning management decisions.

•  Concern over accurate division of crops and expenses is 
eliminated.

•  The landowner does not have to handle the marketing of 
crops.

•  Fixed cash rent lessens the landowner’s concern over 
variations in prices and yields. The operator bears all 
price, cost and production risks.

•  Reduced paperwork requirements stemming from the 
fact that the landowner no longer is required to fulfill 
crop insurance and Farm Service Agency obligations.

Disadvantages to landlords
•  A cash-rent amount acceptable to both parties can be 

difficult to determine.
•  Once a cash-rent rate is set, a change in the rental rate 

may be difficult to negotiate when changes in prices and 
costs take place.

•  In average or above-average years, the landowner may 
receive less net income than from crop-share rent.

•  There may be an increased danger that the operator will 
not maintain the fertility of the land, or keep buildings 
in good repair, especially if the lease is for only one year. 
However, competition for land and appropriate require-
ments in a written lease can minimize this problem.

• Owner has financial risk of operator nonpayment unless 
steps are taken to reduce this risk.
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509-926-9595 • ELJAYOIL.COM

Garfield Branch, 301 W. California St. 635-1361
Northpointe Spokane Branch, 9727 N. Nevada 464-2701
Spokane Valley Branch, 12902 E. Sprague 789-4335

Here To Stay! 
State Bank Northwest loves working with 
business owners, farmers and ranchers.  
We have branches in Spokane, but our roots are 
in Whitman County. State Bank Northwest was 
founded in Garfield in 1902... we’re still there and 
not going anywhere. Banking with State Bank is 
convenient with online banking (mobile deposit),  
daily courier service to select areas, and direct 
phone lines to experts in your field.

Bank Local. Bank With Us.

www.statebanknorthwest.com

Here Then.
Here Now.

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT

and
AG REPAIRS

Complete Mobile Repair Services

- PORTABLE LINE BORING -
Scott & Eddy Carroll 
509-770-5560

BigIronRepair@odessaoffice.com

WASHINGTON WHEAT FOUNDATION ANNEX
Rental Includes: Full-service kitchen • Wi-Fi • Free coffee and tea • 
Pull-out wall divider • 2 large screens • Free parking • 18x22 lobby to 

gather or serve buffet • Separate board meeting room

$50 (0-4 HOURS) or $100 (4+ HOURS)
Contact Chauna Carlson  

at the Washington Wheat Foundation rental line

(509) 659-1987

FOR RENT
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Part 2: Navigating death and estate taxes
By William O. Etter
Attorney, Foster Garvey PC

In Part I, which appeared in 
the May 2020 issue of Wheat Life, I 
provided a summary of the estate 
tax systems that all Washington 
residents should be aware of and 
explained how the federal and state 
estate tax systems operate. In Part II, 
I will discuss predeath gifting, a ba-
sic estate planning strategy used by 
attorneys to minimize estate taxes 
for both single persons and married 
couples. In Part III, I will discuss the 
use of credit shelter trusts, a more 
advanced estate planning strategy 
used by attorneys to minimize estate 
taxes for married couples.

Summary of predeath gifting
One of the simplest strategies for 

minimizing potential estate taxes 
upon your death is predeath gift-
ing. This strategy is as simple as it 
sounds: you simply transfer assets 
for no consideration (“gift”) prior 
to your death to the persons who 
would be entitled to receive such 

BOTTOM LINE
THE

Sponsored by the 
Agricultural Marketing 

& Management 
Organization. 

For more information and  
a schedule of classes visit  

wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

assets at your death. The estate tax benefit is obvious. Since you have transferred 
the assets prior to death, the fair market value of such assets is not included 
in your gross estate at the time you die. There are no immediate income tax 
consequences to the recipient of the assets because gifts do not count as taxable 
income to the recipient. As provided below, so long as you gift conservatively 
so that you don’t run out of assets prior to death, this can be a very effective and 
simple strategy for minimizing estate taxes.

The downside to this strategy is that for the gift to qualify, you must give up 
control of the asset prior to death. For cash gifts, you must transfer complete 
control of the funds to the gift recipient. If you put the funds in a joint bank ac-
count that you still have access to and utilize, the transfer will not be considered 
a gift. For real property, you must record a deed transferring title to the real 
property to the gift recipient. In addition, if you continue to occupy the prop-
erty, you must pay fair market rent to the new owner. 

Examples of predeath gifting
As a refresher, remember that for persons dying in 2020, the federal estate tax 

credit amount is $11.68 million, and the Washington estate tax credit amount is 
$2.193 million. Please also note that there is a federal gift tax; however, so long 
as the total amount of gifts you make during your lifetime is less than your 
lifetime gift tax credit amount (currently $11.68 million), there will be no federal 
gift tax owed. Washington state does not have a state gift tax, therefore, this is 
an especially effective strategy for Washington residents that have a gross estate 
in excess of the Washington estate tax credit amount, but less than the federal 
estate tax credit amount.
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For example, let’s assume Jane Doe is a Washington resi-
dent with no spouse and a gross estate worth $3.193 mil-
lion dollars. Jane has two children, and her will provides 
that each child will receive a 50 percent share of her estate 
upon her death. If Jane makes no predeath gifts, she would 
die with a gross estate of $3.193 million and a Washington 
estate tax credit amount of $2.193 million. Assuming no 
deductions apply, roughly $1 million of her estate would 
be subject to Washington estate tax prior to distribution to 
her children. Under current Washington estate tax rates, 

that means Jane’s estate would owe $100,000 in estate taxes 
before her children receive their inheritance. 

As an alternative, let’s assume the same above facts, ex-
cept Jane reviews her estate plan with an attorney prior to 
her death. Given Jane’s age, life expectancy, financial goals 
and current lifestyle, she determines that she can comfort-
ably live the rest of her life with $2.193 million in assets. In 
lieu of waiting until she dies to provide her children with 
an inheritance, Jane decides to make a predeath gift to 
each child of $500,000. 

At the time Jane dies, she now has a gross estate of 
$2.193 million, which is insulated from Washington estate 
tax due to her credit amount. Since there is no Washington 
gift tax, Jane does not pay gift tax on the $500,000 pre-
death gifts made to her children. This strategy effectively 
saves Jane’s estate $100,000 in estate taxes. When the dust 
settles, Jane’s children have now effectively received all 
$3.193 million of her gross estate.  

THE BOTTOM LINE WL

William O. Etter is a tax attorney that specializes in estate plan-
ning, probate, and trust administration in the Spokane office 
of Foster Garvey PC. He has previously served on the executive 
committee of the Real Property, Probate, and Trust section of 
the Washington State Bar Association and can be reached at 
(509) 777-1600 or at william.etter@foster.com.

JONES TRUCK
& IMPLEMENT

YOUR ONE-STOP AG SOURCE!

 Colfax, WA Walla Walla, WA
 Located on Hwy 26 304 N. 9th Street
 509-397-4361 509-525-6620
 1-800-831-0896 1-800-525-6620

Evenings:  
Terry Largent • Mobile  509-336-1344
Dan Hebling • Mobile  509-336-1346
Rena Olson • Mobile  509-956-3110
Waldo Solis • Mobile  509-540-0058  
Nic Mayer • Mobile  509-288-4961
Tyler Elstad • Mobile  509-540-9009

Tractors • Combines • Tillage
Drills • Sprayers • Precision Ag

Web:  www.jtii.com    Email:  jti@colfax.com

Sales &  
Superior 
Service
“JTI, Your 

Agricultural Hub 
of the Inland 

Empire.”

Member FDIC

Black + Grey (30% Screen)

Bank of Eastern
Washington

Time to Renew 
your Line of Credit 
and begin planning 
for next year.
Todd Wood
DAYTON, WA
257 E. Main St.
509-382-2557

Fred Zack  
POMEROY, WA
778 Main St.
509-566-4057

Russell Seewald
PASCO, WA
5205 N. Rd 68
509-545-6360

Daniel Rehm
PASCO, WA
5205 N. Rd 68
509-545-6360

Growing
 Generations
  Together

BEW IS A BRANCH OF BANK OF EASTERN OREGON
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“The hay’s gone. Our winter pasture is gone. We’re 
still trying to find 14 (cows). It took generations to 
build this, and it was gone in less than three hours.”
—Chase Hubbard, a third-generation rancher in Lincoln County, on the 
Whitney Fire in an interview with Q13 Fox News. 

QUOTEQUOTEWORTHYWORTHY
I won’t soon forget 
the devastation 
I witnessed in 
#Malden today. 
Burned down 
homes, smoldering 
ashes, and burn 
scars on buildings 
— it was shocking. Through it all, I was 
amazed by the strength and resiliency 
of Mayor Christine Ferrell and the 
community. #WaWILDFIRE
—Tweet from Hilary Franz, Washington State Commissioner of 
Public Lands, after she toured Malden, Wash.

“This has been a 
cataclysmic event 
in the state of 
Washington.”
—Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
the day after Labor Day on 
the Washington wildfires 
(capitalpress.com)

“The scale of this disaster really can’t 
be expressed in words. The fire will be 
extinguished but a community has been 
changed for a lifetime.”
—Whitman County Sheriff Brett Myers in a statement on the 
town of Malden, Wash.

“Once they’re able to get through this winter, 
they’re going to need land to graze their cattle on, 
and that’s going to be very hard to come by. It’s 
devastating when your livelihood can be swept 
up by fire and raging windstorms, and you can’t 
protect your animals.”
—Patti Brumbach, executive director of the Washington State Beef 
Commission, on the Washington wildfires. (q13fox.com)

“Just because we’re getting in towards October and 
fall months doesn’t mean we can’t have another dry 
snap of offshore flow that can push the fire danger 
right back up to extreme really, really quickly.”
—Vaughn Cork, fuels analyst for the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources. (komonews.com)

Washington wildfire facts:
• 58 fires flared up on Labor Day, 

burning more than 330,000 
acres in 24 hours.

• In just 72 hours, the Labor Day 
wildfires had consumed more 
than half of the acreage burned 
in the record fire year of 2015.

• The Cold Springs fire in 
Okanogan County has burned 
189,923 acres (as of Sept. 20).

• The Pearl Hill fire in Douglas 
County has burned 223,730 (as 
of Sept. 20).

• The Whitney fire in Lincoln 
County has burned 127,430 
acres (as of Sept. 20).

• The Babb-Malden/Manning fire 
in Whitman County has burned 
18,254 acres (as of Sept. 20).

• The Inchelium Complex fire 
in Ferry County has burned 
19,399 acres (as of Sept. 20).
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FARM & HOME SUPPLY
Pomeroy, WA – 509-843-3395

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Lexington, OR – 800-452-7396

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Moses Lake, WA – 509-765-1257

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Sunnyside, WA – 509-837-3833

ST. JOHN HARDWARE & IMPLEMENT
Fairfield, WA – 509-283-2111

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Pasco, WA – 509-547-8920

WALTER IMPLEMENT, INC.
Odessa, WA – 509-982-2644

FARM EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS
Pendleton, OR – 541-276-6222

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Wasco, OR – 800-824-7185

VISIT ONE OF THESE GREAT PLAINS DEALERS OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT: www.GreatPlainsAg.com

VERTICAL TILLAGE TOOLS

HEAVY-DUTY NO-TILL DRILLS

CONVENTIONAL TILLAGE TOOLS

FULL LINE OF PLANTERS FINISHING TOOLS COVER CROP TOOLS

©Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 2237-GPM

5'-10' COMPACT DRILLS

Introducing the new BD7600 Series Box Drills – 
with legendary durability and performance.
• NEW feeder cups allow large seed, small seeds, and fertilizer 

to be metered through the main seed box
• NEW box design and structure demonstrate superior 

durability and fl exibility
• Disc blades are offset with alternating leading edges
• Optional hydraulic drive reduces maintenance and simplifi es 

operation

HYBRID TILLAGE TOOLS
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Braxton (11) and Madelyn (3) 
McKeirnan during harvest in 

Pomeroy. Photo by Allison McKeirnan.

Your 
wheat 
life...

Ripening wheat in Pomeroy. Photo by Resa Cox.

Fourth of July in the Horse Heaven Hills. Photo by Jason Wiley.

Send us photos  
of your wheat life!
Please email photos to  

editor@wawg.org. Include 
location of picture, names of all 
people appearing in the picture 

and ages of all children.



Brooklyn (7) and Mackinzie (7) Ledgerwood in 
canola at Ledgerwood Farms in Pomeroy.  Photo by 

Josiah Ledgerwood.

Danny (8) and Felix (3) Van Hollebeke looking at freshly cut 
stubble on the first day of Harvest 2020 in Connell. Photo by 

Kendall Mastre.

Scott Ford, a proud Washington State University graduate, flying his Cougar flag on the skyrocket hills north of 
Prescott during harvest last year. Photo by Chris Oliver.
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Diamond Distributing . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Edward Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Eljay Oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Farm & Home Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Great Plains Equipment  . . . . . . . . . 71
Jess Auto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Jones Truck & Implement . . . . . . . . 69
Kincaid Real Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Landmark Native Seed  . . . . . . . . . . 43
Manley Crop Insurance . . . . . . . . . . 31
McKay Seed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Northwest First Realtors . . . . . . . . . . 7
Odessa Trading Company  . . . . . . . 65

Palouse Grain Growers Inc . . . . . . . 15
Perkins & Zlatich PS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
PNW Farmers Cooperative . . . . . . . 49
Pomeroy Grain Growers . . . . . . . . . 37
Rainier Seeds Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
RH Machine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Rock Steel Structures . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Spectrum Crop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74
St. John Hardware . . . . . . . . .11, 44, 50
State Bank NW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
T & S Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 50
Tankmax Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
The McGregor Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Vantage-PNW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Wagner Seed Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Walker Furniture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Walter Implement Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Western Reclamation . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Wheatland Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
WSU Wheat Academy . . . . . . . . . . . 47
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Lock it UP

Keep your nitrogen in the root zone 
through the winter to align with peak 
demands in the spring. Feeding the field 
and feeding your yield.

Lock it UP with



WalkersMattress.comWalkersFurniture.com
  Spokane Spokane   Spokane Valley   Spokane North Store Spokane Valley   Spokane North Store 

Coeur d’alene   Sandpoint Coeur d’alene   Sandpoint     Walla Walla   East Wenatchee  Walla Walla   East Wenatchee  

Yakima    Kennewick Yakima    Kennewick       Moses Lake Moses Lake       HermistonHermiston

Pendleton Pendleton     Milton-FreewaterMilton-Freewater

 Of Your Life Of Your Life
$$300300 of  of freefree furniture furniture

* with select mattress sets* with select mattress sets

**

Comfort GuaranteeComfort Guarantee

The


