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President’s Perspective

‘1 A little planning goes a long way

By Anthony Smith
President, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

Here we are in February already!

I'm busy tuning up tractors, changing oils and filters —
all that fun stuff that needs to get done before getting out
in the field. I'm also taking inventory on what spring seed,
fertilizers, and crop protection products I'll need. While
doing this, I always get distracted and start other small
projects. But when spring field work does begin (in Benton
County, that’s fairly early in the year), I don’t want to get off to a bad start. A little
planning now goes a long way to ensuring a good start to my year.

The Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) is the same way. As
the new year approaches, we start preparing our state and national legislative
priorities. When we head to Olympia and Washington, D.C,, we want to make
sure we are familiar with our talking points, and we know the issues we want to
discuss.

We had two big trips last month. The first was our annual Olympia Days trip,
which was very successful despite the unusual freezing weather on the west
side. We met with almost 50 legislators and agency representatives and had good
discussions with most of them. We emphasized the need to be reimbursed for the
carbon taxes we've paid on fuel and explained how the state’s overtime law, which
begins at 40 hours per week this year, is making producers cut workers” hours. We
are supporting a bill that would allow farmers to implement a 12-week exemption
when overtime would kick in at 50 hours to allow for the seasonal nature of agri-
culture. In my meetings, legislators were generally sympathetic, but I know both
requests will take a lot of work, especially in this short session.

Our other big talking point was the lower Snake River dams. WAWG does
not support the government’s commitments in the Columbia Basin Restoration
Initiative. In meeting after meeting, we explained that agricultural stakehold-
ers were excluded from the mediation process and were deeply disappointed
by the lack of transparency in the proceedings. We took this same message to
Washington, D.C., a week later, as part of the National Association of Wheat
Growers’ (NAWG) winter board meeting.

Besides participating in NAWG’s committee meetings, we spent a day meeting
with members of our congressional delegation. Besides the dams, we also dis-
cussed the farm bill and the need to protect crop insurance so it continues to be
a viable safety net for producers; the importance of increased funding for market
development programs; and the critical role pesticides play in maintaining a safe,
affordable food supply. It was a good trip, and I always enjoy spending time with
wheat growers from other states.

Our travels for the first part of 2024 are just beginning. We've got the NAWG
winter conference at Commodity Classic in Houston later this month, a Columbia-
Snake River System stakeholder fly-in, and at least one farm bill fly-in on the
calendar.

WAWG's goal is to support our members and advocate for wheat growers’ needs
at both the state and national level. I encourage members to let us know what is-
sues they are facing and how we can help by contacting the WAWG office at (509)
659-0610. =

Cover photo: Last month, wheat growers spent two days in Olympia, meeting with legislators to talk
about wheat industry priorities. See page 24. Cover photo courtesy of the Washington State Legislative
Support Services. All photos are Shutterstock images or taken by Wheat Life staff unless otherwise noted.
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WAWG.. WORK

ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

January board meeting focuses on legislative priorities

The first 2024 board meeting of the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) focused on get-
ting ready for another year of advocating, with trips to
Olympia and Washington, D.C.,, on January’s calendar.

WAWG Executive Director Michelle Hennings presented
the 2024 state and federal legislative priorities to the board
and reviewed plans for the association’s annual Olympia
Days trip (see page 24 for more on the trip). Priorities
include pushing the Washington State Department of
Ecology to rebate farmers for carbon fuel charges that have
been paid but not reimbursed; preserving the lower Snake
River dams; supporting quick reauthorization of the farm
bill; supporting a seasonal exemption for ag overtime;
supporting voluntary conservation programs; support-
ing an increase in market development program funding;
maintaining the current
structure of crop insur-
ance; and preserving a
safe and secure food sup-
ply through the use of
approved pesticides.

Farm fair season is quickly
approaching, and the
Washington Association of
Wheat Growers is looking
for volunteers to man the
wheat booth in March in

Board members heard

the Tri-Cities and May in a report from WAWG
Spokane. Volunteers will lobbyists Diana Carlen
share wheat facts and in- and Mark Strueli on the
formation with elementary 2024 Washington State
school children and their Legislative Session,
teachers. which had just begun.

Although this is a short,
60-day session, Carlen
said legislators have already dropped more than 1,100
bills. So far, the big news is that the secretary of state is
in the midst of verifying signatures for six initiatives

that could complicate this legislation session, including
repealing the Climate Commitment Act (Washington’s
cap-and-trade law) and the capital gains tax. While the
state’s budget is in good shape, with extra money from
the cap-and-trade auctions and the capital gains tax, the
transportation budget is not. Carlen said there have been a
number of project overruns.

“There’s going to be a ton of activity. We've got to take
every bill that drops seriously,” Strueli added.

See an updated legislative report on page 16.

Two U.S. Department of Agriculture agency represen-
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tatives provided updates. Roylene Comes at Night, state
conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), said the state agency’s bank account is
healthy, and they are looking for opportunities to fund
grower conservation projects as the window to use
Inflation Reduction Act funds is short. Growers are able to
electronically sign NRCS documents at farmers.gov. The
state NRCS office is continuing to hire employees. Comes
at Night said she is focusing on three priorities for her
office: staff, training, and customer service and outreach.
The office is partnering with other agencies and organiza-
tions to increase opportunities to help growers.

“If some things don't fit, now is the time to talk about it,”
she said.

One area that Washington growers have been consis-
tently concerned about is the Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP). Comes at Night acknowledged that the
program, as written, does not take into account regional
differences and seems to be geared towards Midwest
growers. She said individual states have little say in the
program. Applications are ranked nationally, and she is
working to address those concerns.

Jon Wyss, Farm Service Agency (FSA) state executive
director for Washington state, said there’s lots of “moving
and shaking” at his agency. Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage program sign-ups are in full
swing, and growers need to make their selections by
March 15. There will be no registers, so he encouraged
growers to make an appointment with their local FSA of-
fice as early as possible. If growers don’t make a selection
by the deadline, they will default to last year’s selection.

Wyss was still waiting to hear if there would be a
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) sign-up this year,
and his staff was busy working on rental rates.

Most counties reported good stands of winter wheat, but
little snow cover to protect the plants against the blast of
Arctic air that would hit in the next week.

In the Washington Grain Commission (WGC) report,
CEO Casey Chumrau said the commission is work-
ing with U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) to advocate for
increased funding for market development activities.
Opverall, sales of U.S. wheat are up 2% over last year,
driven by China’s purchases of soft red winter. Soft white
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WA WAWG AT WORK

wheat, however, is down 18% from
last year, mainly due to a strong
dollar and a lack of sales to China.
Looking at the Pacific Northwest’s
top export markets, Chumrau said
sales to the Philippines are up 10%;
down 17% in Japan; down 13% in
Korea; down 61% in China; and up
12% in Indonesia.

Mary Palmer Sullivan, WGC vice
president, updated the board on the
upcoming research review, which
will be on Feb. 13, and the commis-
sion’s recent review of its endowed
chairs.

In national legislation, Nicole
Berg, past president of the National
Association of Wheat Growers
(NAWG), talked about the farm bill,
telling the board that if it doesn’t get
some traction in Congress soon, the
industry is likely looking at another
extension. Combatting threats to the
crop insurance program continues to
be one of NAWG's top priorities.

Before adjourning, the board of
directors took care of some business.
Ryan Poe from Grant County, Marci
Green from Spokane County, and
Leif Claassen from Asotin County
were appointed to the executive
committee. Committee chairs ap-
pointed were:

* Nicole Berg (Benton County) and
Ryan Poe (Grant County) to the
National Legislation Committee.

 Anthony Smith (Benton
County) to the State Legislation
Committee.

* Andy Juris (Klickitat County) to
the Transportation Committee.

¢ Jim Moyer (Columbia County) to
the Research Committee.

® Marci Green (Spokane County)
to the Public Information/Public
Relations Committee.

* Howard McDonald (Douglas

County) to the Membership
Committee.
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WAWG board welcomes new officer

At the 2023 Tri-State Grain Growers Convention, Washington wheat
growers welcomed Gil Crosby, a grower from Spokane County, as the
secretary/treasurer for the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG).

Crosby grew up on his family’s farm out-
side of Fairfield, Wash. After graduating from
Liberty High School, he attended Washington
State University and graduated from Eastern
Washington University. In the 1990s, he spent
nine months living in Germany, working odd
jobs and living with a brother who was in the
military. When the brother got shipped out to
Macedonia, Crosby had to decide on his next
step.

“I was going to go live with my sister in Seattle, but then she got en-
gaged,” Crosby explained. “I was talking to my mother, and she asked
me if I wanted to farm and live in my grandma’s old house. I never even
thought about going back to the farm, but I've been here ever since.”

Crosby runs the family’s farm with help from his mother, who takes care
of the finances, and an uncle. They raise wheat, lentils, garbanzo beans, and
barley using a direct seed system. He first got active in WAWG by attend-
ing the county meetings, then became a state board member. He said he
enjoys traveling to Olympia and Washington, D.C,, to meet and talk with
legislators about the issues farmers are facing,

“We are trying to be good stewards of the land, because if we harm the
land, we can’t make a living growing a crop,” Crosby explained. “I don’t
think the public understands that.”

Crosby said it is important for younger growers to get involved in indus-
try organizations.

“Before I got more involved with the wheat growers, I had no idea how
much influence the association has, and I'm still learning,” he said.

In his spare time, Crosby enjoys traveling, golf, and winter sports. m

* Andy Juris (Klickitat County) to the Marketing Committee.

* Nicole Berg (Benton County) and Larry Cochran (Whitman County) to the
Natural Resources Committee.

The next WAWG state board meeting is scheduled for Feb. 5 in Ritzville,
Wash., at the Wheat Foundation building. =

Spokane County elects new board rep

Last month at their county meeting, Spokane County wheat growers elect-
ed Laurie Roecks as their new Washington Association of Wheat Growers’
(WAWG) board representative. Roecks replaces Gil Crosby, who joined the
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WA WAWG AT WORK

WAWG executive team as the new secretary/treasurer at
the Tri-State Grain Growers Convention in November.

Over dinner at a Spangle restaurant, growers also heard
updates from Casey Chumrau and Mary Palmer Sullivan,
both from the Washington Grain Commission (WGC), and
Michelle Hennings, WAWG executive director.

The WGC just finished reviewing its six Washington
State University (WSU) endowed chairs, and WGC CEO
Chumrau told growers the endowed chairs are a “great
investment of grower dollars.” In marketing, the WGC is
asking Congress to increase overseas marketing devel-
opment funding,. Sales to date of U.S. wheat are up 2%
over last year, but that’s mainly due to increased sales of
soft red winter wheat to China. Soft white wheat sales
are actually down slightly compared to last year. Palmer
Sullivan, vice president of the WGC, encouraged growers
to attend the annual research review, to be held Feb. 13,
where growers will hear presentations from WSU re-
searchers and vote on which projects will be funded with
grower dollars. Palmer Sullivan also talked about the re-
gional Herbicide Resistance Initiative, which has received
$3 million per year to address the growing problem of
herbicide resistance.

Hennings reviewed WAWG's state and federal legisla-
tive priorities, which include carbon taxes on ag fuels,
ag overtime, the lower Snake River dams, and the farm
bill. The 2024 Washington State Legislative Session had
just started, and Hennings said bills were being dropped
“like crazy,” and WAWG was busy getting ready for its
annual Olympia Days visit (see page 24). Looking at the
effort to protect the lower Snake River dams, she reviewed
WAWG's activities, which include writing letters to state
and federal officials protesting the lack of stakeholder
involvement in federal negotiations and working with re-
gional congressional legislators to block any congressional
attempts to fund dam breaching studies.

The meeting wrapped up with a discussion of the
discovery of Palmer amaranth last year in Spokane
County and the need for growers to be on the lookout for
the noxious weed (see page 30 for more information on
Palmer amaranth) and a review of the county association’s
finances. m

Spring wheat on agenda
at Whitman growers meeting

Winter may still have Eastern Washington firmly in its
grip, but at last month’s Whitman County wheat growers
meeting, spring crops were the focus, thanks to a report
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by Mike Pumphrey, Washington State University spring
wheat breeder.

In his report, Pumphrey discussed a new variety of
club wheat that has great potential and how his program
is funded (through royalties and an endowed chair).
Growers also discussed the potential market for organic
hard white wheat and the need to have an active Extension
office in the county.

Members of the Whitman County Grange also attended
the meeting to voice support for the lower Snake River
dams, support for a seasonal ag exemption to the state’s
overtime law, opposition to a state bill that would ban
some gas-powered outdoor equipment, like leaf blowers
and lawn mowers, and opposition to the state’s Climate
Commitment Act, which includes the cap-and-trade
program.

Port Commissioner Tom Kammerzell updated the group
on Columbia River Treaty negotiations, telling growers
that the treaty will affect barging, irrigation, power gen-
eration, and fish on the Snake River.

Larry Cochran and Leslie Druffel reported on the recent
Washington Association of Wheat Growers’ advocacy
trip to Olympia (see page 24). During the trip, Druffel met
with Jason Biggs from the Washington State Department
of Transportation to thank his department for its speedy
repair of the Winona trestle bridge, which was damaged
last summer in a fire.

In county business, Kelli Weber was elected to the re-
search chair. Growers also had a chance to bid on several
items from the 2023 Tri-State Grain Growers Convention.
Kammerzell had the top bid for tickets to the Marshall
Tucker Band and a room at Northern Quest Casino, and
David Swannack walked away with Gonzaga basketball
tickets. m

Growers asked to participate
in climate resilience survey

The Washington State Department of Agriculture
(WSDA), in collaboration with Washington State
University, is working on a Climate Resilience Plan to sup-
port agricultural producers through the effects of a chang-
ing climate. WSDA is asking Washington producers to fill
out a short, anonymous survey by Feb. 23, 2024, to help the
agency understand their concerns and where resources
should be focused.

Go to wsdaclimateresiliencesurvey.my.canva.site to
take the survey. Survey participants will be entered into a
drawing to win a $100 VISA gift card. m
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Winter wheat seedings
in Northwest down slightly

Washington winter wheat growers seeded an estimated
1.80 million acres of winter wheat for harvest in 2024. This
is unchanged from the area seeded in 2023 but 3% below
2022. Idaho growers seeded 740,000 acres of winter wheat
for the 2024 crop, down 1% from 2023 and 4% below the
2022 crop. Oregon farmers planted 740,000 acres, un-
changed from the 2023 crop but up 1% from 2022.

Nationally, hard red winter wheat seeded area is expect-

ed to total 24 million acres, down 5% from 2023. Planted
acreage is down from last year across most of the growing
region. The largest decreases in planted acreage are esti-
mated in Kansas and Texas, while Montana is estimated to
have a modest increase.

Soft red winter wheat seeded area totals 6.86 mil-
lion acres, down 13% from last year. Compared with
last year, the largest acreage decrease is expected in
Michigan, while the largest acreage increase is expected in
Pennsylvania.

White winter wheat seeded area totals 3.54 million
acres, down 5% from 2023. m

Remembering Jerry Sheftels, WAWG past president

Louis Jerald Sheffels passed away Dec. 26, 2023. He was
born on July 21, 1932, to Louis and Lydia Sheffels, grow-
ing up on the family wheat farm originally homesteaded
in 1889 in Wilbur, Wash. The farm was later designated a
Washington Centennial Farm and
was visited by the Prince of Norway
as a model farm of the times in 1939
when Jerry was just 7 years old.

Jerry attended Wilbur schools,
participating in 4-H and lettering in
high school football. He graduated
in 1950 and went on to attend Pacific
Lutheran University (PLU) where
he was a member of the Choir of
the West. He also took night classes
in welding, milling, and lathing at Tacoma Vocational
Schools, building knowledge and skills he would go on
to use in his later farming practices. He earned his busi-
ness degree from PLU in 1954. From there he joined the
Army, assigned as a dental assistant at American Hospital
in Paris, where he was able to travel on weekends and
explore much of Europe, as well as develop his passion for
photography. When he returned to Washington, he took a
number of short agricultural courses through Washington
State University (WSU).

Jerry married Lois Beckemeier in 1957, and together,
they had four children: Cathy, Susan, Roger, and David.
As the family grew, they enjoyed adventuring to warmer
regions: an RV trip riding the rails in Mexico, motorhome
trips to Disneyland every other Christmas, and, later, win-
ter vacations to Kahana Sunset in Maui. Summers were
packed with activity as well: jet boating, water skiing, and
camping on the 4th of July at Keller Ferry. As the children
married and began families of their own, there were
several extended family trips to Maui with Christmas Day
dinners in the Keone Nui room. Grandpa could frequently
be heard teasing the grandkids that they could “go to hell
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just as quick for lying as for stealing” whenever they tried
to pull one over on him.

Flying would always be Jerry’s true passion. He flew
solo for the first time on his 16th birthday, earning his
private pilot’s license at 18. His dad bought a new Piper
Super Cub in 1950, and Jerry flew the plane all the way
back to the farm from the factory in Pennsylvania. When
his son, Roger, celebrated his birthday at Lost Lake during
his sixth-grade trip, Jerry flew over the lake, dropping
ice cream for the occasion. It became a highly anticipated
tradition for subsequent classes. He shared his passion
for flight with Roger, who would go on to continue the
tradition of Lost Lake ice cream drops. Together, they
would often survey the farm from the air or go on parts
runs. A member of Flying Farmers, the family often joined
Jerry on fly-in white water rafting trips or other events. He
would own many planes throughout his life, donating a
Seabee to the Evergreen Aviation Museum and a Piper ]2
to the Bird Aviation Museum and Innovation Center.

As Jerry took over farming operations from his father,
he would pioneer a number of firsts for the area. He was
always looking to implement new technology and re-
searching innovative farming techniques. He ran the first
rotary combine in the Pacific Northwest and became one
of the first in the area to embrace no-till farming, a practice
the Sheffels farm has continued for over 35 years. He was
also the first in the area north of Wilbur to install circle ir-
rigation. Jerry often rallied the farming community to aid
fellow farmers in need, once organizing 30 nearby farm-
ers’ combines to harvest more than 500 tons of an injured
neighbor’s barley in just two hours and often providing
men and equipment to fight field fires. He was an active
member of many farming associations throughout his life,
including the Lincoln County Wheat Growers, where he
served on several committees and in several officer posi-
tions, and the Washington Association of Wheat Growers,
serving as its president from 1973-74. He also served as



Get in the

Full Load Complete’—CONFIDENCE in a Jug.

Full Load Complete —the hardest working, all in one adjuvant.
- Replaces AMS

- Hard Water Conditioner, Protects your Herbicide, and makes more active ingredient available
- Glyphosate's Favorite Surfactant

- Fully loaded NIS surfactant blend—"Works well with almost everything”

- Built in Drift Reduction

- Built in Volatility Reduction

- Perfect for glyphosate, glufosinate, Imazamox, and paraquat

Add confidence to your tank mix. Add Full Load Complete”

Full Load Complete™ is patenied technology you can't get anywhere else,

Full Load Eomplete-' contains everything you need to make your herbicide application work its best.

Looking for More Information? Q Syst

Contact Chase Boman at AgraSyst: (801) 791.7186
To learn more about Full Load Complete™ or other great ngr:aEn_,rsimI Products, visit us at, agrasyst.com




WA WAWG AT WORK

chairman for the Washington Wheat Commission, work-
ing with research scientists at WSU and with state and na-
tional legislators and government agencies. He frequently
traveled to seek out new markets for U.S. wheat and to
represent the interests of Washington farmers. Although
comfortable in a suit when the occasion required, Jerry
was most at home in his trademark bib overalls.

Over his lifetime, Jerry would serve on the WSU
Foundation, the Whitworth Foundation Board, the Kahana
Sunset Board, the Wilbur School Board, and Lincoln
County PUD. He served as chairman of Mountain States
Legal Foundation and served on its board of directors. He
was also a third-degree Mason, a member of Toastmasters,
and a lifetime member of the Wilbur Lutheran Church. For
his contributions to agricultural research and the construc-
tion of Roger’s Shed on the WSU experimental farm in
Davenport, he was awarded Philanthropist of the Year by
the College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource
Sciences at WSU. As someone who always valued educa-
tion, together with his mom, Lydia, and his sister, Carol,
he helped set up the annual scholarship fund in his dad’s
name for a Wilbur scholar to attend WSU.

A WSU football season ticket holder since the early
1980s, he would brave any weather to watch his Cougs.
He loved Arby’s, and even in his last months, he loved his
escapes with Susan to get ice cream and roast beef sand-
wiches with horsey sauce. The grandkids would frequent-
ly pass him Diet Pepsis as if they were contraband.

Long Lake in Spokane would entice Jerry to leave
Wilbur when Lois and he built their dream home. Once
again embracing the forefront of technology, he built it
to be entirely geothermal, and it has its own brain room.
Many family memories have been made there over the
years, from birthday parties to annual 4th of Julys, to
Christmas Eve dinners and gift unwrapping mayhem.
Jerry spent his last Christmas Eve at his home, drinking
Diet Pepsi, looking out at the lake, devouring gifts of sau-
sage and enjoying his family.

Jerry is preceded in death by his parents, Louis and
Lydia Sheffels, and his son, Roger Sheffels. He leaves be-
hind his beloved wife of many years, Lois. He is survived
by his sister, Carol Quigg of Woodinville, Wash. Jerry
was the devoted father of three surviving children: Cathy
Inouye and partner, Robert Clutter, of Spokane, Wash.;
Susan Hegney and husband, Les, of Nine Mile Falls,
Wash.; and David Sheffels and wife, Jenai, of Sammamish,
Wash. He was also a cherished grandfather, leaving nine
grandchildren: Jennifer Manley and husband, Ryan, of
Pampa, Texas; Michael Schroeder and wife, Colleen, of
Spokane, Wash.; Stephanie Spangler and husband, Sean,
of Spokane, Wash.; Kyle Sheffels of Davenport, Wash.;
Jessica Arruda and husband, Joseph, of Elk, Wash.; Melissa
Inouye of Spokane, Wash.; Cody Sheffels and wife, Eliza,
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of Vienna, Va,; Kaylee Sheffels of Sammamish, Wash.; and
Garrett Sheffels of Lincoln, Wash. He also leaves a legacy
of six great-grandchildren: Grady and Landry Claassen
and Waylon and Cason Manley of Pampa, Texas; Lucian
Sheffels of Davenport, Wash.; and Madeleine Spangler of
Spokane, Wash.

Services were held at the Wilbur Community Church in
Wilbur, Wash. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made
in Jerry’s name to the Wilbur Cemetery Association, Big
Bend Historical Society Museum, Bird Aviation Museum
and Innovation Center, or a charity of your choice. m
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MATTERS

Legislature busy hearing bills as 2024 session kicks oft

S T -

By Diana Carlen
Lobbyist, Washington Association
of Wheat Growers

Editor’s note: This report covers the
2024 Legislative Session up through Jan.
26. For updated reports, visit wawg.org.

Washington’s 2024 Legislative
Session began Jan. 8 and is sched-
uled to last 60 days. It is the second
year of the legislative biennium, and
a “short” legislative session. During
a short session, lawmakers gener-
ally focus on making adjustments
to the biennial budgets adopted the
previous April. Short sessions are
fast-paced, and lawmakers consider
not only new bills introduced for the
2024 session, but all bills introduced
in 2023 that did not pass are auto-
matically reintroduced for 2024. The
first legislative deadline was Jan. 31,
when all bills must be voted out of
their respective policy committees to
remain alive.

The first week of the session
included public hearings on Gov.
Inslee’s proposed supplemental
operating, capital, and transporta-
tion budgets. Inslee is seeking about
$2.5 billion more in overall state
spending than what was allocated in
April for the two-year period ending
in mid-2025. While the Governor is
not proposing any tax increases, his
proposal does rely on the increased
revenue the state has collected from
new sources: the tax on capital gains
and the state’s Climate Commitment
Act. This year, the state has raised
$1.8 billion from the cap-and-trade
program, and the capital gains tax
has brought in about $890 million.
The Governor’s budget is the first of
three supplemental budget propos-
als we will see prior to the passage
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of a final budget and Sine Die on March 7. Legislative supplemental budget
proposals from both chambers are expected this month.

Looming over the session this year are six initiatives to the Legislature. The
six initiatives would:

* Repeal the Climate Commitment Act (Washington’s cap-and-trade law).
* Repeal the capital gains tax.
* Establish a bill of rights for parents with kids in public schools.

* Restore the authority of police to engage in a pursuit when there is reason-
able suspicion that a person has violated the law.

e Allow for people to opt out of Washington’s long term care payroll tax.
* Bar cities or counties from adopting an income tax.

If a measure qualifies as having enough valid signatures, the Legislature will
have three options: pass it as is (highly unlikely), ignore it and it is automatically
referred to the voters in November of 2024 (highly likely), or forward to voters
along with an alternative. All initiatives have qualified for the ballot.

Legislative briefing held on Columbia River Operations Settlement
Agreement. During the third week of the session, a legislative briefing was
held to raise awareness among legislators of the commitments included in the
Columbia River Operations Settlement Agreement. Washington state signed
the agreement, which has far-reaching implications for many sectors of the
economy, including agriculture and energy. Joining in the briefing were the
Washington Public Ports Association, Northwest RiverPartners, Washington
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Washington Association of Wheat
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Growers, the Washington Potato and Onion Association,
and the Washington Public Utility District Association.

The sponsors of the briefing left state legislators with
three questions related to how the state is going to manage
the impacts of the agreement:

* How will we be included in the agreement’s imple-
mentation as it impacts millions of our members and
your constituents?

* How much has Washington state committed to this
agreement, what agencies have been identified as
leads, and what other commitments have been made
by the state?

¢ How will we be sure barge traffic remains safe and
effective, that increased energy costs don’t impact our
most vulnerable, and that the state continues to meet
its decarbonization targets?

In addition to the briefing, a letter was sent to Gov.
Inslee from nine associations asking for answers to ques-
tions related to Washington’s commitments. The letter
raised concerns and questions about the impacts and
commitments agreed to by Washington state included in
the Dec. 14, 2023, settlement agreement issued as a re-
sult of mediation to resolve litigation over the Columbia
River System Operations. The settlement paves the way
for breaching the lower Snake River dams but stops short
of committing to breaching, an authority held only by
Congress.

Bill limiting the use of neonicotinoid pesticides pass-
es out of committee. On Jan. 18, the Senate Agriculture,
Water, Natural Resources and Parks Committee passed
out an amended version of Senate Bill 5972. In its original
form, the bill would have prohibited anyone from using
neonicotinoid pesticides on outdoor plants in this state,
with limited exemptions, beginning in 2026.

In response to concerns raised from the agriculture
community, the bill was amended to include an exemption
for the application made by a licensed applicator or during
the production of an agricultural commodity. The amend-
ed bill also removed the requirement that neonicotinoid
pesticides be designated as restricted-use pesticides.

Legislation to ban new outdoor gas-powered equip-
ment heard. On Jan. 11, a hearing was held on contro-
versial legislation (HB 2051) to adopt California’s small
off-road engine and equipment standards, except for
chainsaws and generators. By adopting California’s stan-
dards, Washington state would be prohibiting new gaso-
line-powered outdoor equipment, including lawnmowers,
leaf blowers, pressure washers, snow blowers, and other
equipment with 25 horsepower or less starting in 2027.

The Farm Bureau testified against the legislation noting
that while California has some exemptions for agricul-
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ture, not all equipment is exempt. Concerns were also
raised about the idea of Washington delegating legislative
authority to California, which could make changes to the
standards at any time and bind Washington. Several other
groups also testified opposed including landscapers, utili-
ties, construction, and the timber industry. WAWG signed
in opposed to the legislation.

Legislation to extend paid family and medical leave
for small employers heard. On Jan. 17, House Bill 1959,
sponsored by Rep. Amy Walen (D- Kirkland), had a public
hearing in the House Labor and Workplace Standards
Committee. The bill would remove the exemption al-
lowing employers with fewer than 50 employees to not
pay any portion of the premium for the Paid Family and
Medical Leave (PFML) Program.

During the public hearing, a number of business orga-
nizations raised concerns that HB 1959 was going back
on a careful and lengthy compromise that was negotiated
under the initial legislation.

EPR bill passes out of committee. The EPR bill, known
as the Re-Wrap Act (SB 6005), was heard in the Senate
Environment, Energy and Technology Committee. The bill
saw similar testimony to its House companion, which took
place during the first week of session. The proposal would
establish an Enhanced Producer Responsibility (EPR)
program and set standards for post-consumer recycled
content in consumer packaging and paper products.
Agriculture continues to argue for an exemption from the
bill for food touch packaging, and the business commu-
nity still has concerns about cost of the program

The House bill (HB 2049) has been referred to the House
Appropriations Committee but has not been scheduled for
a public hearing yet.

Carbon market linkage bill continues to move
through process. Governor-request legislation (SB 6058/
SHB 2201) to facilitate linkage of Washington’s car-
bon market under the Climate Commitment Act with
California and Quebec have moved out of their respec-
tive policy committees in both the Senate and House. The
committees passed out very similar substitute bills with
one exception — the Senate version included an adopted
amendment that specifies that Ecology is authorized to
withdraw from a linkage agreement. Both bills are antici-
pated to be heard in their respective fiscal committees.

Right to repair legislation heard. Legislation aimed
at ensuring farmers can fix their own farm equipment,
known as a “right to repair” law, was heard in the House
Consumer Protection and Business Committee on Jan. 12.

House Bill 1933, known as the Right to Repair Act, re-
quires an original manufacturer of digital electronic prod-
ucts and parts first manufactured and first sold or leased
on or after Jan. 1, 2021, to make available to independent
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repair providers and owners beginning Jan. 1, 2025, on fair
and reasonable terms, any parts, tools, and documentation
required for the diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of such
products and parts. The parts, tools, and documentation
can be made available either directly from the manufac-
turer, an authorized repair provider, or an authorized
third-party provider.

The Farm Bureau testified opposed to the bill noting
that while they support the right to repair for farmers, this
situation has been effectively resolved through an indus-
try-led solution. In January of 2023, the American Farm
Bureau negotiated a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with John Deere to allow farmers and independent
repair shops to access tools to fix their equipment. Since
then, the majority of other manufacturers have signed
similar MOUs. The Farm Bureau has requested an amend-
ment to exempt agriculture from the bill. m

Washington legislators
question commitment funding

Four members of Washington’s congressional delegation
have sent a letter to the Council on Environmental Quality

BOOST YOUR
BOTTOM LINE

EXPAND HERBICIDE

" OPTIONS

questioning how the U.S. government plans to finance
the commitments outlined in the lower Snake River dams
settlement agreement, which was released in December.

The letter was sent by Reps. Kim Schrier, Marie
Gluesenkamp Perez, Cathy McMorris Rodgers, and Dan
Newhouse.

“Some language in the settlement document does not
adequately delineate or describe a commitment’s source
of funding. For example, the document states that the ac-
tions taken under the Mid-Columbia Restoration Plan ‘will
likely require at least doubling current levels of mitigation
and restoration funding,” which the Six Sovereigns have
indicated ‘would likely cost upwards of $200M/year in
additional funding over the next 10 years.” USG (the U.S.
government) has not provided the programs or federal
agencies that would supply this funding, nor the appro-
priations requests needed to fulfill these commitments,”
the letter states.

The legislators also questioned what Bonneville Power
Administration’s obligations are regarding the proposed
Tribal energy program, and how those obligations might
impact public utility rates and low-income ratepayers.

Read the full letter at https://bit.ly/48KP808. m
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WH E AT FO U N D ATl O N that increase public awareness of farming.
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When it comes to diet, wheat doesn’t have to be a nasty word

Diet. It's a word that we, as Americans, overuse, mis-
use, and simply don’t understand. The late 20th century
gave birth to the self-help and dieting phenomenon that
is perfected today by thousands of “experts” on YouTube
and TikTok. And are we any healthier? Yes, advancements
in technology, healthcare, and medicine have been made
over the years, but has constant dieting helped us become
healthier? According to studies, no. In fact, the average
American now eats roughly 3,600 calories a day. That’s
way more than we used to and way more than we need.

Obviously, “dieting” as an action verb isn’t working. In
fact, studies show that dieting can cause anxiety, depres-
sion, irritability, and an increase in cortisol (which, in turn,
causes weight gain). If one of your New Year’s resolutions
was to adhere to a strict dieting practice, but now, a month
later, you're frustrated and not meeting your goals, take
heart. You're like many of us who have fallen victim to us-
ing the word “diet” wrongly.

Your diet isn’t something you should focus on from Jan.
1 to — let’s be real — Jan. 15. One definition of the word
“diet” as a noun is the kinds of food that a person, animal,
or community habitually eats. Diet is part of our life as
humans. It’s constant. It’s our habits. What you eat daily
shouldn’t cause anxiety and daily stress. Your diet should
never raise your cortisol levels just thinking about it.

While your diet doesn’t have to be expensive or excit-
ing, it can be delicious. Meats, vegetables, fruits, and
grains all have a place in a healthy and balanced diet.
Humans have been growing and eating wheat for more
than 12,000 years, and the amount of goodness grains add
to a balanced diet goes way beyond your favorite slice of
sourdough.

“Wheat contributes more total protein to humans than
any other food source, and the World Resource Institute
awarded wheat the highest scorecard rating for the lowest
carbon footprint per gram of protein, outscoring rice, soy,
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corn, nuts, and all meat sources,” explained registered
dietician Craig Hunt.

Like anything, wheat products can become unhealthy
when you add too much of a good thing. Our sweet tooth
can get the better of us. That’s where our brains should
be the master of our stomachs. My guess is that everyone
reading this knows the risk-benefit ratio of eating a break-
fast of toast and eggs or a dozen doughnuts. If you eat a
dozen doughnuts, just don’t blame the wheat for how you
feel afterward.

Diet is a noun, not a verb. There is no secret sauce to
losing weight and getting healthy. And weight-loss pills
have proven, well, scary. Live and eat for the long haul. Eat
smart, exercise, and drink more high-quality H20. Your
body will thank you now and in 20 years. =

Sources:
https://www.businessinsider.com/daily-calories-americans-eat-increase-2016-07 WAWHEAT.ORG
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2895000/ @
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/05/health/weight-loss-drugs-serious-digestive-problems-study/index.html .
https://wawheat.org/nutrition-1/plantstrong WAWHEATFOUNDATION
https://www.webmd.com/diet/health-benefits-of-wheat ﬁ
o ; o @WAWHEATFOUNDATION
Remember the Foundation in your charitable giving. Go to wawheat.org (> |
to find out more about supporting your industry. @WHEATFOUNDATION
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Olympia Days 2024

Wheat growers take part in annual advocacy trip to advance wheat'’s priorities

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

Last month, 19 wheat representatives spent a day and
a half visiting 49 state legislators and agencies to talk
about the industry’s priorities during the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers’ (WAWG) annual Olympia
Days trip. Cookies were also involved.

“We had some very good discussions with legislators on
both sides of the aisle,” said Michelle Hennings, WAWG
executive director. “It’s a short, 60-day session, and
hundreds of bills have already been introduced, so wheat
growers had their work cut out for them.”

Before hitting the hill, growers had a planning meeting
with lobbyists Diana Carlen and Mark Strueli to go over
WAWG's priority list. Wheat growers handed out coffee
and sugar cookies decorated as wheat stalks in the Capitol
Building to legislators and staff. Legislators were also
invited to an evening reception at a local restaurant where
more informal discussions could be held. “A big thank you
to all the growers who braved the weather and traveled to
Olympia. Advocating for the wheat industry is a large part

ruglﬁillﬁ[ﬁ
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of WAWG's mission, and it makes a huge impact when a
legislator can interact directly with a grower,” Hennings
said.

The group included the 2024 Washington Wheat
Ambassadors, Samantha Holling and Izabella Meyers.

WAWG's priorities for the 2024 Washington State
Legislative Session include:

e Carbon policies should ensure Washington state
retains its economic competitiveness and does
not disadvantage Washington farmers. When the
Legislature passed the Climate Commitment Act
(CCA), it exempted fuel used on the farm and for
transporting certain ag products. However, when the
CCA became effective last year, many fuel suppliers
began tacking on a carbon fuel surcharge for their
compliance obligations under the law. Ultimately,
that surcharge was passed onto consumers, including
farmers who were supposed to be exempt. Many fuel
suppliers and distributors have implemented their
own methods of exempting farmers, resulting in a
patchwork that does not cover all producers. WAWG
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The Washington Association of Wheat Growers' 2024 trip to Olympia featured more past presidents (and
one current president) than ever. In front is Marci Green (2017-18). Second row, from left, is Larry Cochran
(2014-15); Kevin Klein (2015-16); Ben Barstow (2010-11); Anthony Smith (2023-24); and Perry Dozier (2000-
01). Third row, from left, is Ben Adams (2016-17); Howard McDonald (2021-22); Andy Juris (2022-23); and
Ryan Poe (2019-21).

supports SB 5783/HB 1887 requiring the Department of Ecology to rebate farm-
ers and haulers of farm products for carbon fuel surcharges they have paid but
not been reimbursed for.

WAWG supports keeping the lower Snake River dams intact as they are
vital to Washington and the nation’s economy and transportation infra-
structure. WAWG also supports funding for maintaining the Columbia River
System. Removal of the four lower Snake River dams would significantly
increase carbon emissions that contribute to climate change and jeopardize
health, safety, and livelihoods in already economically fragile local and region-
al economies. WAWG supports the findings in the Federal EIS and opposes any
state, legislative, or administrative effort to remove or disrupt the Snake River
dam system, including the recent U.S. government’s commitments in support
of the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative. WAWG is deeply disappointed by
the lack of transparency in the mediation process. Despite consistent efforts to
engage, Washington’s agriculture industry was effectively excluded from this
process even though our members would be directly impacted by significant
changes to the river system.

Access to pesticides is essential to keeping Washington agriculture produc-
tive and globally competitive. WAWG supports the professional use of crop
protection products, which have been shown to be safe and effective through
science-based research.

Agricultural workers became eligible for overtime pay in 2021 after the
Legislature removed the agricultural overtime exemption and adopted a
phased-in approach. In 2024, overtime kicked in after 40 hours in a week.
Unfortunately, Washington’s overtime requirement does not address the
seasonal needs of agriculture. In addition, the overtime requirement has

had unintended consequences for farmworkers. A recent examination of
California’s overtime requirement for agriculture, conducted by a professor at
UC Berkeley, found that as a result of the overtime law, California farmwork-
ers worked a total of 15,000 to 45,000 fewer hours and earned a total of $6 to $9
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Thank you to all the growers,
landlords, and industry
leaders who participated in
the 2024 Olympia Days trip:

Ben Adams, Douglas County
Ben Barstow, Whitman County
Diana Carlen, WAWG Lobbyist

Trista Crossley,
Wheat Life Editor

Casey Chumrau, WGC CEO
Leif Claassen, Asotin County

Larry Cochran,
Whitman County

Casey Cochrane,
Franklin County

Sophie Doumit,
WAWG Assistant Lobbyist

Leslie Druffel, Whitman County

KayDee Gilkey,
WAWG Outreach Coordinator

Marci Green, Spokane County

Michelle Hennings,
WAWG Executive Director

Samantha Holling,
Spokane County

Andy Juris, Klickitat County
Michele Kiesz, Adams County
Kevin Klein, Lincoln County
Jeff Malone, Douglas County

Howard McDonald,
Douglas County

Jim Moyer, Columbia County

Izabella Meyers,
Spokane County

Mary Palmer Sullivan,
WGC Vice President

Ryan Poe, Grant County

Art Schultheis,
Whitman County

Anthony Smith, Benton County
Mark Strueli, WGC Lobbyist

David Swannack,
Whitman County m



million less. WAWG supports
legislation allowing farmwork-
ers to earn money for up to 50
hours per week for 12 weeks

of the year before overtime
provisions kick in. This legis-
lation will allow agricultural
employers limited flexibility to
shape work schedules during a
narrow window of time to best
fit the peaks of labor demand,
thereby providing them some
ability to weather the unpredict-
ability of agricultural work and
ensure that Washington’s second

Political advocacy is
\ something many think they.
| can never get involved in; '
/ the Washington Wheat PAC
is out to change that.

The Washington Wheat PAC is a nonpartisan political action
committee that is dedicated to supporting ag-friendly candidates.

largest industry remains vital The Washington Wheat PAC pledges to promote and support
and strong while also ensuring elected officials from all parts of the state who positively influence
security for farmworkers. agriculture.
* WAWG is supportive of vol-
untary conservation programs Why Support the Washington Wheat PAC?
which offer flexibility and Washington farmers are losing ground politically! The ability

fairly compensate farmers for
riparian protection. WAWG
stands in firm opposition to

to protect our interests is slowly dwindling. Washington wheat
producers need elected officials who know and understand
o the industry. Without these relationships our ability to remain
programs that mandate riparian S ) ] | . o
buffers based on Site Potential competitive is at risk. Now is the time for the industry to join
Tree Height as it threatens the together and proactively influence legislation that directly
future viability of agriculture by impacts the Washington wheat producer.
removing significant portions

of productive farmland out of Please join our efforts by supporting the Washington Wheat PAC.

. Your contribution will strengthen the network of elected officials
production. WAWG supports the ? ; L
continuation of the governor’s who understand the wheat industry’s goals and objectives by
Riparian Task Force to con- fighting for what is critical to the livelihood of our members.

tinue discussions on protecting . . .
salmon while also ensuring the Protect your interests by supporting farm-friendly

viability of agriculture. WAWG candidates who can make a difference in Olympia.

also supports full funding of =~ frrrrrrmmrrr e
voluntary conservation pro- (
grams like the Conservation DONATION PROMISE

Reserve Enhancement Program Yes, | would like to join with the Washington Wheat PAC’s vision
and the Voluntary Stewardship and support their actions with my donation.
Program.

Name:

¢ Retaining all food and farm-
related tax incentives are Address:
critical to the agricultural
industry. Ag tax incentives are a
valuable benefit to our economy
and offer farmers a more level
playing field with other major ag
production states. Incentives are
intended to be a long-term state
investment into the ag industry.

Phone:

Email:

Donation amount:

When you make a donation to the Washington Wheat PAC, you are investing
K in the future of agriculture in Washington State. j

Please send form along with payment to PO Box 184, Ritzville, WA 99169.

See photos of the ad tri
ce photos ot the advocacy trip on Checks should be made out to the Washington Wheat PAC.

page28. m
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Watch for this weed

Palmer amaranth poses serious risks to broadleaf crops, is glyphosate resistant, spreads easily

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

Ian Burke, weed scientist at Washington State University, has seen a lot of
weeds in his career, but few worry him more than Palmer amaranth.

“In every metric possible, it’s capable of outcompeting other broadleaf crops.
It’s not even a fair fight. It also appears to have methods of adaptive capacity
that most other weeds do not,” he explained.

Palmer amaranth, also called Palmer’s pigweed, was one of the first weeds to
evolve glyphosate resistance not long after glyphosate-resistant soybeans and
cotton were introduced. Scientists working on the problem discovered that the
genomes of resistant plants were dramatically changed, sometimes duplicating
the glyphosate target gene over 100 times. Since then, the plant has developed
resistance to eight different herbicidal modes of action.

“When glyphosate resistance happened, scientists in the Southeast worked
really hard to try to find herbicides that would continue to work,” Burke said.
“They realized that, yes, they could find them, but Palmer amaranth grows
so fast in the spring, that the window to spray it after it germinates is two and
a half days. This is a weed that would be very well at home in the irrigated
Columbia Basin.”

A 2020 weed risk assessment by the U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates
that about 81% of the U.S. is suitable habitat for Palmer amaranth. It is native to Palmer amaranth has a fast growth rate of
the Southwest, but has spread to at least 27 states; so far, the weed hasn’t gained approximately two to three inches per day and
a toehold in Washington. Palmer amaranth has an extended germination and commonly reaches heights of six to eight feet

ind id th rat d hich wat ffici It (above), and the petiole (leaf stem) is longer
emergence window, rapid growth rates, and high water-use efficiency. It can than the leaf (below). Photos by Thurman
produce up to 250,000 seeds from one plant, and seeds can remain viable in Johnson, courtesy of the Spokane County
the soil for up to five years. Palmer amaranth has a fast growth rate of approxi- Noxious Weed Control Board.
mately two to three inches per day and commonly reaches heights of six to eight '
feet. Yield losses have been reported up to 91% in corn and 79% in soybeans.
Palmer amaranth can also be toxic to livestock due to nitrates in the leaves and
is considered a noxious weed in Washington state.

Burke said there isn’t enough data to estimate the initial impact Palmer ama-
ranth might have on wheat. Winter wheat is usually well established by the time
the weed germinates, although spring wheat, especially during warmer springs,
might fare worse. Burke points to a closely related species, redroot pigweed, as a
guide to how much of a problem Palmer amaranth might be in a wheat crop. He
said redroot pigweed is annoying and can be problematic in some areas, but in
wheat, he doesn't see nearly the kind of complaints that other crops have with it.

In 2023, two Palmer amaranth infestations were found in the Evergreen State.
In Spokane County, Palmer amaranth was introduced via cover crop seed,
resulting in hundreds of plants. In the Benton County instance, only two plants
were discovered, and the source hasn’t been confirmed. In both cases, the plants
were eradicated. Small infestations have also been found in Idaho and eastern
Oregon.

In an effort to improve soil health, farmers may be unintentionally spreading
a noxious weed through cover crops.

“Because there’s not enough cover crop seed in the country, the U.S. is im-
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porting cover crop seed for use. So,
there’s a lot of seed moving around
the country, and the cover crop seed
itself is not as clean as some of our
certified seed can be,” Burke said.

Palmer amaranth is easily spread
through contaminated seed or
hay, as a hitchhiker on vehicles or
equipment, and by water or wildlife.
Burke said that in Southern Idaho,
it was spread by trains carrying
cottonseed. Other ways he said
the seed could be easily spread in
Washington are from uncommon oil
seeds imported from Montana and
the Dakotas and vehicles or other
farm equipment, especially com-
bines, purchased from the Midwest
that haven’t been meticulously
cleaned.

To help identify Palmer amaranth,
look for:

¢ Smooth stems with no hairs.

e A petiole (leaf stem) that is lon-
ger than the leaf.

* Nonwavy, diamond-shaped
leaves with a small spine at the
tip.

* Elongated seed heads, up to 24
inches long.

Seeds and seedlings require ge-
netic testing for identification.

If a farmer finds a suspicious
plant, they should report it to their
county weed board as soon as pos-
sible. According to the Washington
State Noxious Weed Control Board,
small infestations of Palmer ama-
ranth can be hand pulled or dug
out, but larger infestations will need
repeated cultivation. Mowing alone
will not control Palmer amaranth, as
plants will survive and just set seed
closer to the ground. Prescribed fire
will also kill Palmer amaranth.

“A lot of the weed identification
apps you can put on your phone are
pretty good,” Burke said. “I encour-
age farmers to use that sort of tech-
nology in the moment. It only takes
a few seconds to check.” m
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2024 SPRING SEED

—— —

CLass 8 TRUCKS

521 N. EASTERN RD. e SPOKANE, WA
(509) 534-9088 e class8trucks@aol.com

L

SOFT WHITE SPRING VARIETIES:

Seahawk

:ﬂ: ﬂ
Louise Tekoa AP Mondovi CL

—— —

“Tri-State Seed
1000 N. Columbia Ave.

Connell, WA 99326
509-234-2500
Net CL+

DNS VARIETIES:
AP Venom

—— —

MESZ Fertilizer JBL FARMS
Blending This trailer is goi:g to the Penawawa-
Lacrosse ranch of JBL, homesteaded in
SPRING CLUB WHEAT VARIETIES: the 1890s, and now farmed by John and
Melba Barb Link with their son, Garret, and his
wife, Nicole. They certainly have the talent
to modify this trailer into a spray tender.
Penawawa ... | think thats an Indian word
for “Look out! The round rock will roll
allllll the way down to river.”

—— —

Custom Seed

Treatments
SPRING TRITICALE, BARLEY & OAT VARIETIES:

Triticale - Gunner (Beardless) Triticale - Flex 719
Barley - Lavina (Beardless)

Delivery
Oats - Everleaf 126

Options

—— —

Down to da bones — blasted, painted,
OTHER SPRING FORAGE VARIETIES:
Peas Teff Grass

and all new brakes, drums, wiring, deck,
etc. (Pictured above is our own Scott Lund
and Garret Link loading the newly rebuilt/
Sorghum x Sudan (BMR) reman’d trailer)
Alfalfa Forage / Pasture Grass Mix

It’ll be nice to see you at the Ag Show!

Timothy

www.TriStateSeed.com

Marc B. Lange (509) 991-9088
Scott Lund (509) 995-5024
Jeff Miller (509) 599-9926
Chad Ingraham (509) 953-2481
Mason Douglass 509-380-4425 NOT JUST TRUCKS,
TRAILERS T00!
www.class8trucksales.com

Frank’s Boot Com

Continuing the family tradition of quality, handmade boots p y
on N. Market Street (formerly Nick’s Boots building)

John Mancini 509-380-1695

'1'; Front Range

Versatile for farm, industrial or office use,

£
Type 1 Commander &
it fits all needs. 6-12” heights.

including wildland firefighting. 6-16” heights.
¢ 7.5 10 8 oz. full grain water resistant leather

and a one-inch thick sole
e Durable rough-out toe
¢ Comfortable high heel
maximum comfort

and arch support " y .
e Available in 6-16” heights
We Rebuild and Resole The Competitors’ Handmade Boots, Too!
3805 N. Market Street e Spokane, Wash. e 509-309-2903 e franksbhoots.com
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Invasive Weed Identification
Guide - Palmer Amaranth

Beet Research

Palmer amaranth

Amaranthus palmeri S. Watson

Key Descriptors:

* Elongated seed head
-up to 24" long

+ Non-wavy, diamond-
shaped leaves

+ Petioles longer than
leaf blades

*  Smooth stem -
thinner than Redroot

pigweed

* Poinsettia-like leaf
whorl

+ Single plants
can be more

branched whereas
monocultures tend
to be single shoots

*  Documented
resistance to HRAC
Groups 2, 3,4,5, 9,
10, 14, 15, 27

University Ul‘l.'gtn State
of ldaho University

Please report sightings to:

ID: Dr. Albert Adjesiwor, University of Idaho; 208.490.3623; aadjesiwor@uidaho.edu
OR: Dr. Joel Felix, Oregon State University; 208.739.2675; joel.felix@oregonstate.edu
ID/OR: Clarke Alder, Amalgamated Sugar; 208.989.7400; calder@amalsugar.com
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« Pulse & Specialty Crop Processing
OFFICES:
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Sound advice

Taxes, retirement planning kick off 2024 schedule of grower workshops

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

The 2024 Agricultural Marketing and Management
Organization’s (AMMO) schedule kicked off last month
with sound advice on financial planning, planning for
retirement, and taxes.

Jordan Thayer, a financial advisor with Morgan Stanley
Wealth Management, and Joe Cerrillo, a CPA with
CliftonLarsonAllen, presented the information to grow-
ers at the Washington Wheat Foundation building in
Ritzville, Wash. Following the workshop, growers enjoyed
a catered lunch. See page 40 for a list of upcoming AMMO
seminars.

Preparing for retirement

Retirement can mean different things to different
people, but the important thing, said Thayer, is that folks
start preparing for it sooner rather than later.

“What does retirement mean to you?” he asked. “Picture
collecting your last paycheck. How old will you be? How
do you feel about working in retirement? How is your
health? Have you thought about long-term care arrange-
ments, and how you’ll pay for them? All of these things
need to be considered.”

Targeting a retirement date is important, but it’s also a
good idea to be flexible. The longer one can delay collect-
ing Social Security, the more it can pay. On average, every
year Social Security is delayed, the benefits increase by 8%.

Calculating how much income one will need in retire-
ment is a critical step. Thayer recommended that grow-
ers itemize their anticipated expenses. Nondiscretionary
expenses include mortgage or rent, taxes, utilities, food,
and insurance deductibles and premiums. Discretionary
expenses include eating out, travel and vacations, hobbies,
and entertainment. Next, growers need to identify income
sources, including Social Security; pensions; wages (if
working during retirement); retirement plan distributions;
and investment income.

“As you calculate that nest egg, how much is tied up in
heavy equipment, land, and so forth? A key component
is liquidity. That sounds simple, but I can find a willing
buyer for Costco stock in a split second. If you've got a
used tractor, there’s a limited market for that, and it may
take a while for it to sell,” he explained.

Thayer added that when calculating investment income,
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ietirement Incomea Planning

Jordan Thayer, a financial advisor with Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management, was one of the presenters at last month'’s Agricultural
Marketing and Management Organization workshop on financial
planning, planning for retirement, and taxes

5% is usually a safe figure to use.

Asset allocation is also an important part of retirement
planning. Asset allocation is the process of combining
asset classes, such as stocks, bonds, and cash, in a portfo-
lio in order to meet risk and return goals. As retirement
creeps closer, generally, the focus in one’s portfolio be-
comes more conservative, switching from being growth-
oriented to more income-oriented. During this process,
growers need to take into account factors such as age,
withdrawal rates, and risk tolerance. A healthy, 65-year-
old couple is expected to need almost $400,000 in today’s
dollars for health care expenses in retirement.

Another factor to consider is supplementing retirement
income by working. Not only will that make one’s invest-
ments go farther, it may also be healthier.

“Medical studies have concluded that in retirement,
if you've got a reason to get up and out, have a place to
go, people to see, and things to do, you'll have a longer,
healthier, happy retirement,” Thayer said.

Contemplating Social Security and Medicare can strike
fear into the hearts of the most courageous. Thayer recom-
mended scheduling a phone call with a Social Security
administrator to talk through details. He also advised
doing a financial plan to map out when income should
start, and how it will impact one financially. Medicare is
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more complicated, and growers need
to be proactive about it, especially
considering that if one doesn't file
for Medicare by age 65, there are
financial consequences. There are
also supplemental plans that need

to be considered, and not all doctors
take Medicare.

“I know of multiple healthcare
brokers in Washington who can help
you price out supplemental health-
care plans at no cost,” Thayer said.

“I won't lie. Medicare is particularly
complicated. Does your current doc-
tor take Medicare? I highly encour-
age you to double check. That will
help narrow down which supple-
mental plans you look at.”

Finally, Thayer advised growers
to monitor their plan regularly and
work with a financial advisor to
adjust their plan as necessary.

Taxes and succession

Cerrillo tackled two financial
subjects everyone has to deal with
at one point — taxes and succession.
He started out by asking growers if
they run their farm like a business.

“You often work in your business,
but do you work on your business?”
he asked. “How do you maintain
your records? Do you know your
real income? Do you know your
breakeven? Is there a plan to manage
your debt? And do you make deci-
sions based solely on income taxes?

How to Calculate Deferred Tax

Grain Inventory

+ Grain Receivable

+ Other Receivables

+ Prepaid Expenses

+ Equipment FMV

- Remaining Basis in Equipment
= Deferred Tax Inventory

* 37% (37% federal, 0% State Tax)
= Deferred Tax Liability

©2024 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

@

v

He recommended growers use the accrual
accounting method versus cash accounting
in the management of their business. The
accrual method lets farmers match up crop
years with income and expenses, reduces
the time and effort required when renewing
loans, gives a more accurate picture of one’s
progress and business value, and does not
impact tax returns, which would still be filed
using the cash basis.

Farmers have long deferred income as a
way to manage (or avoid) taxes, but Cerrillo
said payment is just a matter of time.
Financial decisions need a business purpose
beyond simply avoiding paying income
taxes. His advice is to use tools like retire-
ment plans, health savings accounts, gifts,
charitable contributions, and managing tax
brackets and Social Security limits.

Joe Cerrillo, a CPA with
CliftonLarsonAllen, was the other
presenter at last month'’s Agricultural
Marketing and Management
Organization workshop on financial
planning, planning for retirement, and
taxes.

Cerrillo said growers should know and understand what their deferred tax
number is and the potential consequences of that number at retirement (see
slide for formula. Note that the 37% rate is for illustration and may not necessar-

- Scott & Eddy Carroll

COMPLETE MOBILE REPAIR SERVICE

-We Also Do Portable Line Boring-
Serving The Greater Eastern Washington Area

A5 . 509-770-5560

BiglronRepair@odessaoffice.com

509-534-9088 class8trucks@aol.com

- HEAVY
n EQUIPMENT CLASS TRUCKS
and
AG REPA'RS New & used DEMCO grain trailers in stock. Available for purchase or rental.
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ily apply to all situations).

“Avoidance is just kicking the
can down the road,” he said. “The
answer isn't always ‘we should pay
zero tax, it’s ‘maybe we should pay
a little bit of tax.” Continued deferral
doesn’t end well. Payment is just a
matter of time.”

Cerrillo also touched on estate and
succession planning. Growers often
get caught up in the perception of
“fairness,” especially when there
are farming and nonfarming heirs,
but the key is to determine what
the goals are and then to implement
strategies to meet those goals. While
starting succession planning can be
overwhelming, Cerrillo had a few
basics to help growers get started, in-
cluding talking to a professional and
discussing your goals as everything
should be tailored to meeting those
goals. Other tips include:

* Have a will that may include the
additional implementation of
trusts.

¢ Have a power of attorney
document for property and
healthcare.

* Be aware of the federal and state
tax exemption limits and sunset-
ting federal provisions at the end
of 2025, which currently drops
the individual federal lifetime
exemption by more than half. In
Washington state, investigate the
agricultural exemption to see if
it applies to your situation.

Growers need to understand these
documents and what WILL happen
versus what they WANT to have
happen when they retire or die.

“Be leery of those bearing com-
plicated trust structures,” he added.
“Everything has to work, and it
has to be explained to you how it
works. You need to understand, and
it needs to make sense to you. Have
them draw you a map if you need
to” m

Lic.in WA,ORG ID g

o'BLUE:MOUNTAIN "395%
839557 Alcres
,-,'-gi633,000

JESERNIG FARM 1,229. 39+ Ac1es| $985 1000
o CLYDE DRYLAND FARM 602448+ Acres | SOLD!

© FRANKLIN CO. FARM "284.97+ Acres | listed af $4, 8(;0 000 | SOLD!  « * %%

MIRIAM GRANT MARK GRANT - MICHAEL GRANT " MARK KLICKER KATIE CRAWFORD
Owner | ALC, Owner / Broker: Broker Broker/Realtor®
Designated Broker 509-520-0895 208-900-8251

509-520-5220

Designated Broker
509-520-1906

L WALLA WALLA, WA : INFO@NORTHWESTFIRSTREALTORS.COM
é % & RUN DEEP 509-524-9055 - NorthwestFirstRealtors.com

509-520-7370

FARMERS HELPING FARMERS

MENTION THIS AD & CET 10% OFF

'.“r )

Cull Jeill
Call Sharkey Today Spakane i
509-BA2-0245 TiEnpmRe T
) Speicne by, ve T3 Paits and Senvice
% g 534 B000 il Brian
(?Equn SIEE45.4500
s Trudhs - Heay i Light
= Agriculture & industrial Testing
& At PRTS B #m
Comporeris Cusiorm I'ﬁ Call Ao
Appcations all Ay & £08-534 3000

New & Used Equipmment
Call Brady
509534 8000

'ﬂﬂ :ufd-h

WIS - o HOO0E
TRANSIMSSIONS ERGRES | CAS | COOUING PACKS | OIL BAN
Ak LK WHEFL | FOAS T

CLSTOM SCREEN PRIMNTING, EMBRCIDERY
ARND OTHER PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS FOR YOUIR
FARM, RAMNCH OR BUSIMESS MEEDS

HI Fas i MlamyeH STHEET,
PASTIR WS N TEN T9000,
LI T ST TS

509-870-HATS (4287)

Call Jim Today

WHEAT LIFE | FEBRUARY 2024 39



Agricultural Marketing & Management Organization

T
N
o
N

FARM MANAGEMENT

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR EASTERN WASHINGTON PRODUCERS

our members and friends.

A program of
the Washington
Association of
Wheat Growers

AgWest Farm Credit
Almota Grain
CliftonLarsonAllen

HighLine Grain Growers
JW & Associates, PLLC

2024 Sponsors

Farmland Company, Inc.

Leffel, Otis & Warwick, P.S.
Morgan Stanley
Northwest Grain Growers
Patton & Associates, LLC
PNW Farmers Cooperative
Ritzville Warehouse Co.

TRAINING PROGRAMS

AMMO is a program of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers. Our goal is to help you
increase your profitability by making better farm management decisions. AMMO has provided
farm management training programs since 2009 and we are proud to offer these programs for

Syngenta

The McGregor Company
Tri-Cities Grain, LLC

Valley Wide Cooperative
Washington Grain Commission



2024 Workshop Schedule

13} WEBINAR Factors Influencing Ag Prices

Speaker: Shawn Hackett
10am - Noon PST ¢ Visit: wawg.org/ammo-workshops for a webinar link.

138 L3 Weed Management

Speakers: Dr. Drew Lyon, Dr. lan Burke and Dr. Doug Finkelnburg
9am - Noon PST ¢ Courtyard By Marriot — 1295 NE North Fairway Rd., Pullman, WA

Em Understanding Today’s Wheat Market

Speakers: Todd Hultman, DTN and Dr. Randy Fortenbery, WSU
10am - Noon PST ¢ Hampton Inn — 2010 S Assembly, Spokane, WA

13: 7848 An Update from NRCS and FSA

Feb 22 ¢ 10am - 2pm PST ¢ NRCS and FSA State Office - 11707 E Sprague, Spokane Valley, WA
Feb 27 ¢ 10am - 2pm PST ¢ Pasco Red Lion - 2525 N 29th Ave., Pasco, WA

M Landlord/Landowner Workshop

10am - 3pm PST ¢ Hampton Inn — 2010 S Assembly, Spokane, WA

M Stop the Fighting on the Way to the Funeral Home™

Speaker: Jolene Brown
10am - 3pm PST ¢ Hampton Inn — 2010 S Assembly, Spokane, WA

411\ I3 2024 Wheat College

Speaker: Ray Archuleta
10am - 3pm PST ¢ Lincoln County Fairgrounds — Davenport, WA

Register Online: wawg.org/ammo-workshops

For more information: Call: 509.659.0610 or Email: kgilkey@wawg.org
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 3 DAYS PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM. Please be considerate
of pre-registration deadlines. These help your local food vendors better estimate our needs.

WAWG Members admitted free of charge. Non-WAWG Members $25 per person.

Association of

WHEAT GROWERS
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Federal filing alert

What growers need to know about the Corporate Transparency Act

By Paul Nieffer
Reprinted from farmcpareport.com

Beginning Jan. 1, 2024, you are
required to report online to the
Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FINCen) any entity that is
required to be filed with your state.
That includes corporations, Limited
Liability Companies (LLC), Limited
Partnerships (LP), etc. If the entity
was in existence before Jan. 1, 2024,
the due date for this filing is Dec.
31, 2024. If you create a new entity
in 2024, however, the filing must be
done within 30 days.

You cannot do this manually and
must use the FINCen website
(fincen.gov/boi).

A large farm operation with more
than 20 employees and at least $5
million in gross receipts will be
exempt from filing this information,
but will be required to make a filing
for all its other entities under that
level. The company will be required
to provide its legal name, current
street address, the state in charge of
its filing requirements, and taxpayer
identification number.

All beneficial owners of the com-
pany will need to be listed. A benefi-
cial owner is either of the following:

¢ Someone who exercises substan-
tial control over the business
entity (manager, officer, etc.).

* Anyone with at least 25% owner-
ship in the entity.

For most farm operations, anyone
owning at least 25% in the entity
will automatically meet the first test,
so you will likely list each of those
owners. As far as we can tell, there
are no related party rules on own-
ership. The following information
must be listed for each beneficial
owner:
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¢ Individual’s name, date of birth, and street address.

¢ A unique identification number from an acceptable identification document
(driver’s license, passport, etc. — not a social security number).

e The name of the state or jurisdiction that issued the identification document.

A copy of the identification document must also be uploaded. If you are op-
posed to uploading a copy of this document, remember, if you have flown on a
plane in recent years and gone through security, the government already has a
copy of your driver’s license. It is scanned when you check in at security.

Some farmers might be inclined to not provide this information. Be warned,
the penalty for not providing it can be up to $500 per day and time in jail. This is
something not to be taken lightly. =

S - —

Durable, light weight, efficient, and reliable - Western Hoppers are built to last.
With three different degrees of slopes and multiple different side
heights, as well as an overall variety of combinations, Western Trailer
Hoppers are fit for any job. Couple that with the highest resale values in
the industry and you can’t go wrong.

Learn more at www.westerntrailer.com or call 888.344.2539




Your Rural Property Specialist

Farmland, timberland, recreational
properties, Lake Roosevelt and homes
on acreage!

. I work all over Eastern Washington. [
am a farm land owner in Lincoln and
Whitman counties; I know the markets!
To BUY or SELL property, call me!

Contact Greg Schuster, Broker
Rural Property Sales coLpweL

. BANKER O
509-765-1754 4300 Rd. K N Coldwell Banker Tomlinson
800-572-0426 \ or realtordad@aol.com 509-993-2545

Speci1arllizing In Truck Scales!

TOMLINSON

A Walk in
the Park

SERVING OUR MULTI-GENERATIONAL FARM FAMILIES

2024 SPRING SEED

SOFT WHITE SPRING VARIETIES
AP Mondovi CL2 Louise Ryan Seahawk Tekoa

BARLEY VARIETIES
Lenetah Stockford Survivor

HARD RED SPRING VARIETIES
Alum Glee Hale NetCL+ \WB9668

That’s how easy your agribusiness SPRING CLUB VARIETIES CANOLA
loan process should feel. JD  Roger Dyna-Gro  Clearfield  TruFlex
Here at SBNW, it will. Our local bankers are ALTERNATIVE CROPS AVAILABLE

responsive and decisions are fast with less red Triticale Oats Forages Pulses

tape. Hurry in to State Bank Northwest.

We have money to lend.. .today! CUSTOMIZED SEED TREATMENTS AVAILABLE

SEED PURCHASES ELIGIBLE FOR PATRONAGE

Learn More about our Ag Loans:

N STATE BANK

CALL US TO DISCUSS YOUR SEED NEEDS

Almira Farmer
) 509-639-2431 509-745-8551
Spokane Valley - 509-7s9-4335 — Northpointe - 509-464-2701 TG .
Garfield - 509-635-1361 — Rockford - 509.252.6080 T Harrington Odessa
Colfax - 509.252.6070 — Palouse - 509.252.6090 S / 509-253-4604 509-982-2691
e Reardan Wilbur
StateBankNorthwest.com EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER MEMBERFDIC 509-796-2573 509-647-5510
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Rick Williams, Senior Risk Management Specialist, Risk Management Agency

By Kevin Gaffney
Special to Wheat Life

Rick Williams, a senior risk management special-
ist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Risk
Management Agency (RMA), was raised on a wheat and
barley farm near Reardan, Wash. And while he didn’t take
over the family farm, he put in many hours on tractors
and combines over the years, even after launching his
career in a different part of agriculture.

“I always wanted to work in the ag industry,” said
Williams. “As much as I enjoyed farming, there were other
areas of agriculture that were very interesting to me to
explore.”

Williams and his sister, Traci’s, parents are Vernon
(Shelley) Williams and Buddi Williams. They farmed
north of Davenport and are retired. The farm is now being
operated by a nephew and a neighbor.

Williams had plenty of chores as a youth, including
helping to care for a herd of 20-30 cattle. The cattle offered
the opportunity for steer showing and livestock judging in
both 4-H and FFA competitions.

“We had a very good FFA program at Reardan High
School, and I was fortunate enough to place third in the
Washington State FFA livestock judging contest, which
allowed me to compete at the National FFA Convention in
Kansas City,” he said.

After high school, Williams attended Washington State
University (WSU) where he earned a degree in ag econom-
ics in 1989. During his senior year, he took a paid intern-
ship position with Lewiston Grain Growers (now CHS
Primeland). He worked in their seed plant, supervising
seed field rogueing crews and working with state seed
certification fieldmen.

“I'd get up about 4 a.m. and have the rogueing crews out
there by 6:30 a.m. to avoid the heat of the day,” explained
Williams. “We’d come back in by about 2 p.m., and I'd
work the rest of my day in the office. I got to know many
of the grain farmers in the Lewiston area. They were great
to work with.”

About a month before graduation, he found out Jacklin
Seed was looking for an intern. He applied for the position
and was instead offered a full-time job. Williams worked
as operations manager for their research department with
Jacklin’s three full-time plant breeders. Williams made
sure the breeding nurseries were operated properly, and
he oversaw the process of getting the varieties through the
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greenhouses, into the field trials, and finally on to produc-
tion for eventual sale to golf courses and other clients.

“I didn’t know anything about turf seed when I joined
Jacklin, but they quickly trained me up to speed. I enjoyed
working with our growers, most of whom were in the
Columbia Basin region. With modern grass varieties, they
can plant and harvest turfgrass as an annual crop and can
avoid the field burning issue. They plant in August and
after harvest the following July, they rotate to another ir-
rigated crop.”

After 12 years with Jacklin Seed, Williams began to
think about a career change. How did he end up at the
RMA?

“It was just luck, really,” insists Williams. “I applied
for an opening with the Spokane Conservation District
(SCD) and received an interview with the SCD board. A
few days later, they called and said they had bad news
and good news. I did not get the SCD post. However,
one of the volunteer members on the board told me there
was an opening with the RMA office in Spokane where
he worked. I was told I had two days to apply before the
position applications were closed. I got that application in
immediately and was hired a month later. I've been with
them for almost 23 years now.”

Though Williams had no experience in risk manage-
ment, he excelled due to an excellent training program.

“They quickly got me into seminars and out to field
days. They provided very good tutelage at the local level
and with training at the RMA headquarters in Kansas
City,” he said.



Williams works from home, as do
most of the 12 Spokane RMA em-
ployees. Following COVID-19, most
of RMA’s employees now work re-
motely. The Spokane office services
growers in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Alaska.

Federal crop insurance was cre-
ated in the 1930s to serve American
agricultural producers through
effective, market-based risk manage-
ment tools. Agency revisions formed
the RMA in 1996 to better serve
agricultural needs. The intent is to
strengthen the economic stability of
the producers and rural communi-
ties. RMA manages the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation to provide
innovative crop insurance products
for American farmers. The programs
are sold and serviced by private
sector insurance companies that
work directly with producers and
landlords.

“The private-public cooperative
system works very well, I believe,”
said Williams. “The insurance
companies are set up to provide the
insurance, to do all the data work,
and support the system. The RMA
oversees the programs that the
private companies service and sell.
Essentially, we both do what we
are best at doing. I can’t say enough
good things about the crop insur-
ance companies we work with.

“I enjoy working with the poli-
cies and procedures of the system to
provide what our growers want and
need. We welcome the opportunities
to present informational seminars
and programs for grower meetings,
ag organization board meetings,
and conventions. We receive many
inquiries from growers, landlords,
insurance companies, and agents. I
enjoy helping them by providing the
correct answers to their questions
and explaining the intricacies of the
program.”

The RMA system is set up on a
county-by-county basis. Rates and
yields are set separately for every
county. A T-Yield (county average

> edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Life is for living. Let's partner to help you
make every single moment matter.
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Plans for the future are best
laid with The Power of

Preparing for an uncertain future means taking stock of what we know and doing everything in
our power to keep good things growing. From effective water and resistance management to soil
health and profitability, it all ladders up to one thing: building a sustainable operation to withstand
the unknown. Because when you prepare together, you succeed with The Power of We®,

See what The Power of We® can do at WilburEllisAgribusiness.com.

For information only. Not a label. Prior to use, always read and follow product label directions.
WILBUR-ELLIS logo and The Power of We are registered trademarks of Wilbur-Ellis Company LLC.




Call in the
resistance
management
team.

Together, Better

No matter where you farm,
now is the time to plan for
managing resistance-and
we're ready to help. We
bring together researchers,
industry experts, and others
from across the country to
examine products’ modes of
action before recommending
the right strategies and mode
rotations for you.

From weeds to insects and
disease, our agronomists are
ready to work with you to

create a custom resistance plan

to meet your challenges head
on. It's how we plan to win this

fight, together.

THE POWER OF WE® "Z WILBUR-ELLIS.

AGRIBUSINESS

WilburEllisAgribusiness.com

PROFILES

yield) is established for each county. This is used for growers who don’t have a
minimum of four years of yield history in a particular county. Growers can use
the county T-Yield until they have enough production history on their farm to
establish their own yield averages.

Once growers have established yield averages, they can insure that yield,
depending on the crop, up to the 85% coverage level.

“In earlier years, there were only policies available for a few grain crops,
mostly to protect growers against yield losses,” explained Williams. “Now, the
number of crops eligible for coverage is well over 100 nationwide. There is also a
Whole Farm Revenue Program, which can also provide protection from com-
modity price declines and revenue losses. There are many options available to
growers to help protect financial stability in the ag industry.”

Williams lives with his wife, Sally, whom he met while both were working
at Jacklin Seed. They have been married for 28 years and have three grown
daughters.

Williams is not a farmer, but he seems to have learned to be proficient at many
skills, like most farmers do. His special skill is carpentry, and he learned to
enjoy it in an unusual way. When his family was growing and they needed a
larger home, the prices were high at that time. Williams didn’t want to pay that
much for a new home.

“With my wife’s encouragement, we built our own home working as our own
contractor with several subcontractors doing their part,” said Williams. “We
saved about half of the cost of similar prebuilt homes and were able to custom-
ize it for our specific needs.”

The Spokane RMA office is located at 11707 E. Sprague Avenue. Online, go to
rma.usda.gov to access information. Rick Williams can be reached at (509) 228-
6320. m

Like our Facebook page (@WAWheat) and follow us

on Twitter (@WAWheatGrowers) for the latest industry
and association updates.
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Pomeroy Grain Office 509-843-1694 c =
Pomeroy Agronomy 509-843-1394 Serving All Your Seed Cleaning Needs
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CHAIRMAN

WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

“Bash ‘Em, Burn ‘Em, Bait ‘Em - Integrated Snail
Management in Crops and Pastures.” Now, there’s
an Extension bulletin I'll bet you haven't read! Ask
an Australian or European wheat grower about snail
control, though, and you will be glad you haven't heard
of such a thing. The vineyard snail, Cernuella virgata, is a
native of Europe that has been introduced to Australia,
where it feeds on wheat, barley, oats, peas, and canola.
They crawl up the wheat straw at harvest time, and there
will be so many that crushed snails will show up in your
grain sample and even plug up your combine.

This pest has been in our state since 2005, but thanks to
the Washington State Department of Agriculture, it has
been confined to the initial site of infestation in the port
of Tacoma. Originally found there on about 300 acres,
their eradication efforts have reduced it to two small
plots on less than one acre. The remaining snails are
holed up in a wetland, where snail bait can not be used.
One pesticide alternative has been tried without success.

Most of the pests we do have to protect our crops from
every year are like the snail — they are not native to
Washington, and they started in small areas. Imagine
your life if cheatgrass had not been brought here from
China in the 1800s. What if lambsquarter and dogfen-
nel (aka. Mayweed chamomile), had stayed on their
native soil in Europe? If we could have kept our other
introduced problems, like Italian rye, jointed goatgrass,
kochia, Russian thistle — it is a very long list — from
becoming established here ... I can only imagine!

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service looks for potential
new pests constantly, hoping to find them before they
spread. The entire infestation of yellow star thistle in
Washington state was once in part of one canyon in
Eastern Washington, but for a host of reasons, nothing
was done. Looking back, with 20-20 hindsight, totally
destroying the ecosystem in that one canyon would have
been a bargain
compared to the
millions of acres
of rangeland where
the deer won't even
walk because of yel-
low star thistle.

Sometimes, it
comes down to mon-
ey. A little over 100 years

ago, there was a proposal to the Idaho State Legislature
to eradicate Canadian thistle in the state, but the $16,000
price tag at the time was deemed to be too high. I know it
was a large sum in those days, but every July, after a day
with a backpack sprayer in pursuit of Canadian thistle, it
sure looks like it would have been money well spent.

Whenever new species become established outside
their native habitat, they outcompete the native flora
or fauna and change the ecosystem forever. Of all the
things man can do to alter natural ecosystems, nothing is
more destructive and permanent than introducing a new
species. A new species almost always arrives without
the diseases, predators, or parasites that evolved with
it for thousands of years in its native habitat. Without
those diseases or insects keeping the introduced species
in control, the native species, who do have their natural
controls in place, cannot compete.

I have personally witnessed in my lifetime the per-
manent ecosystem changes that result from introduced
species in rangeland, forest, and agricultural ecosystems.
I also am aware that numerous non-native species have
been introduced into the Columbia and Snake rivers as
well. I never studied aquatic biology, but based on my
experience with other ecosystems, I have a hard time be-
lieving that the river systems, with all these introduced
species, are ever going to be what they once were.

However, invading species caught early, like the
vineyard snail infestation in Tacoma, can be eradicated,
but only if we have the political will and financial
wherewithal to do so. Far too often, early detection has
not been followed up with eradication, because to do
so seemed too heavy-handed. Is destroying an acre of
wetland in the port of Tacoma more environmentally
destructive than allowing a new species to become es-
tablished and spread, crowding out and pushing native
species toward extinction?

So, to get to the point of all my soapbox preaching, I
ask you, as a fellow cereal grain grower, if the situation
arises, should we spend your assessment dollars trying
to prevent a pest like this from becoming established?
There is a process by which wetlands can be destroyed if
they are mitigated by creating wetland habitat elsewhere.
I believe it would fit our mission, but it is not the kind
of spending we have ever done before, and it could set a
precedent. Who can say if past eradication opportunities
that were missed would have been successful or not, but
the question we may face is, should we try? m
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WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

Solid investment is paying off

Greenhouse expansion was created through unique partnership between WGC, WSU, USDA

By Seth Truscott

Public Relations and Communications Coordinator, College
of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences,
Washington State University

A decade ago, wheat breeders at Washington State
University (WSU) were feeling the squeeze. Their 1990s-

era greenhouse facility was too small to serve expanding

spring and winter wheat breeding programs.

Realizing the need, WSU leaders, members of the
Washington Grain Commission (WGC), and counter-
parts with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
came together to build a modern greenhouse expan-
sion. From initial discussions in 2012, the resulting Plant
Growth Facility opened in 2015. Now fully paid off, the
facility is contributing to faster, more efficient breeding
and competitive new wheat varieties.

“The three-way partnership that built the Plant
Growth Facility was unique,” said Wendy Powers, the
Cashup Davis Family Endowed Dean of WSU’s College
of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences
(CAHNRS). “It showed that growers, researchers, and
agencies can do more when they work together and has
become a model for meeting our critical infrastructure
needs.”

Proven partnership

The seeds of the partnership were planted in a 2012
conversation between WSU wheat breeders Arron
Carter and Mike Pumphrey and Washington Grain
Commissioner Dana Herron.

“His questions were, “What challenges do you face?
What do you need?” said Carter, WSU’s O.A. Vogel

Endowed Chair of Winter Wheat Breeding and Genetics.

“More greenhouse space,” came the answer.

“We'd made some major moves in the wheat breed-
ing program,” recalled Dan Bernardo, provost emeritus
and dean of CAHNRS from 2005-2013. “We had great
breeders, excellent lab facilities, great staff — but the
pinch point was plant growth facilities to grow out the
selections.”
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The Plant Growth Facility is a popular stop during trade team tours. Here,
Mike Pumphrey (left), Washington State University winter wheat breeder,
talks to members of a Philippine group.

Working with the commission, Bernardo helped
develop the private-public partnership to expand and
update WSU’s growth facility. In spring 2012, the com-
mission pledged $3 million for construction, later adding
another $2 million. The university pledged $5 million
from royalties on future wheat variety releases.

“This project proved Washington growers’ commit-
ment to research,” said Mary Palmer Sullivan, WGC vice
president. “It also illustrates how farmers are proactive.”

The commission was instrumental in gaining $5 mil-
lion in support from USDA, which was used to equip the
building with state-of-the-art growing chambers, seed
storage, a dedicated spray facility, and other furnishings.

“When we ask for help, we come in with solutions,”
Palmer Sullivan said of the effort to secure additional
funding. “This reiterates our ability to leverage opportu-
nities and show we are real partners.”

Faster results, better varieties

Attached to the original 15,000-square-foot facility on
Wilson Road, the expansion added 7,200 square feet of
greenhouse areas that tripled growing space for new
wheat lines, enabling WSU wheat breeders to shave two



years off the four previously needed to increase stable
seed for field observation and selection.

“It’s a compound effect,” said Pumphrey, WSU’s O.A.
Vogel Chair of Spring Wheat Breeding and Genetics.
“With more space, we could plant multiple generations
and fix and screen traits in the greenhouse before we
send them to the field. It’s increased, by about 40%, our
ability to generate materials that are stable and ready to
be evaluated.” The spray chamber was another major
timesaver, cutting a year off the time involved in con-
firming herbicide resistance.

Greenhouse space, seed storage, the dedicated spray
chamber, and the ability to perform double-haploid
wheat breeding more quickly are the areas where the
building has made the biggest difference, Pumphrey
said. “We can point directly to a number of varieties that
were started at the same time as the growth facility, and
we've already released them,” he said.

Since expansion, WSU breeders have released nearly
10 competitive varieties, including Piranha CL+, the top-
planted soft white winter wheat in Washington; top-10
winter wheats Stingray CL+ and Sockeye CL+; top-six
hard winter red Scorpio; Hedge CL+, the top-planted soft
white spring club wheat; hard red spring wheat Net CL+;
Butch spring wheat; and Nova AX and Devote winter
wheats, among others. Promising new variety WA 8351,
expected to become the leading soft white spring wheat,
will release next spring.

WGC REPORTS

“For farmers, the impact is on the time to release,”
Pumphrey said. “For us wheat breeders, it’s the reduced
time to make the next cross. That’s what determines
our potential. By reducing cycle time, we're able to get
desirable traits stacked up more and more with every
generation.”

When buyers from overseas visit Washington, com-
missioners make a point of visiting the Plant Growth
Facility and showing the work happening there.

“We're proud of the building and the partnership;
it’s where everything starts,” Palmer Sullivan said. “It’s
something I hope will carry on into perpetuity.”

With the building paid off, WSU is planning to put
future royalties to work to improve wheat breeding and
research. Royalties will be used to modernize infrastruc-
ture at WSU’s Spillman, Wilke, and Lind research farms
and to develop a new fellowship program training the
next generation of wheat researchers and professionals.
Every investment will directly impact wheat growers in
Washington.

The success of the Plant Growth Facility partnership
set a precedent that’s most recently exemplified by the
new USDA-ARS Plant Sciences Building being construct-
ed at Pullman.

“This novel approach is our future,” Powers said.
“Support from our partners is an investment in research
that continues to pay forward for Washington grains.” m
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WGC gains new commissioner

“I'love the lifestyle it affords me and my family,”
Adams said. “It’s both challenging and rewarding
to work and run a family business with primarily
family members every day, but I wouldn’t change
it. I know it’s a cliche to say, but, my favorite part
is watching the whole crop cycle from seeding to

The Washington Grain Commission
(WGQ) is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Ben Adams as the WGC commis-
sioner for District 4 Wheat, representing
Adams, Chelan, Douglas, Grant, and
Okanogan Counties. He succeeds Mike
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Miller, who retired from the commission
at the end of 2023.

The WGC board of directors is made
up of 10 members, which includes seven
producer members representing 20 Eastern Washington
counties, two representatives of allied industries,
and one representative from the Washington State
Department of Agriculture (WSDA). Producer commis-
sioners are nominated by constituents in their respective
districts for appointment by the WSDA. Industry rep-
resentatives are recommended by the board for WSDA
appointment, and the WSDA director appoints his repre-
sentative directly.

Adams begins his term with the calendar year and as-
sumed his seat at the WGC board meeting in January.

Adams grew up in Coulee City, Wash., and received
his bachelor’s degree in accounting and business man-
agement from Whitworth University in Spokane. After
college, he obtained his certified public accountant (CPA)
license and has worked part time for the CPA firm J.R.
Newhouse & Co. PLLP for over 30 years. Ben is a fourth-
generation dryland and irrigated farmer in Douglas
and Grant counties, an area that receives around 7 to 10
inches of annual rainfall. He farms with his wife, Jenny;
his two grown daughters, Morgan and Jessica; his sister,
Mary Dunkin; and mother, Joyce Adams.

harvest.”

Their farm, Adams Farm Partnership, follows
primarily conventional practices with some acres
under a reduced tillage program, and they are tak-
ing steps towards a direct seed program.

“Our reduced rainfall area does make the transition a
little more challenging. I think one of the top concerns
in my area would be farm sustainability,” Adams said.
“Farm sustainability can mean a whole host of things,
but in this case, it’s the ability to pass it on to the next
generation. If our farms are not profitable, it’s hard to
look the next generation in the eyes and say it’s worth it.
I believe the commission does a lot to help in this regard
through its efforts in market development, grower sup-
port, and research.”

Adams will tell you his time revolves around family,
faith, and the agricultural community. He also serves
on the boards of HighLine Grain Growers, Inc., a coop-
erative grain handler, and Valley Wide Cooperative, an
agricultural supply organization. He previously served
on the board for the Washington Association of Wheat
Growers, serving as president in 2017, and also served
for several years as boardmember and president for
the Douglas County Wheat Growers Association. Ben
is also a past boardmember of the Washington Wheat
Foundation. m

(Grain commissioners receive reappointment

In addition to Ben Adams joining the Washington
Grain Commission this year, three board commissioners
received reappointment letters from Washington State
Department of Agriculture Director Derek Sandison in
October.

District 1 Wheat (Spokane, Lincoln, Ferry, Stevens,
Pend Oreille): Mike Carstensen. Carstensen is a Lincoln
County wheat grower. He was appointed to the commis-
sion in 2018 and served as chairman from 2021-22. He
also serves on the U.S. Wheat Associates board of direc-
tors and the National Wheat Improvement Committee.

District 7 Barley (Lincoln, Spokane, Ferry, Stevens,
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Pend Oreille, Adams, Grant, Douglas, Okanogan,
Chelan, Kittitas): Kevin Klein. Klein is a Lincoln County
wheat and barley grower and one of two barley repre-
sentatives for the WGC. Klein was appointed to the com-
mission in 2018 and currently serves as vice chairman.

Wheat Industry Representative, Position 1: Brian
Liedl. Liedl is currently the director of merchandising for
United Grain Corporation, based in Vancouver. Lied| has
served on the commission since 2021.

For more information on the Washington Grain
Commission board and a map of districts, visit our web-
site at https:/bit.ly/2ULOP5I. m



Tallying up the score
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FORMER COMMISSIONER REFLECTS ON SOME HITS, MISSES DURING HIS TIME

By Mike Miller
Former Washington Grain Commissioner

Looking back on the last 13 years, there are a lot of
things your Washington Grain Commission (WGC)
has been involved in that have helped either shape the
future of the industry or, in some cases, missed the
mark or potential for small grains’ long-term competi-
tiveness and profitability. That doesn’t mean the book
. is closed; the ending on these issues has yet to be writ-

SE ten. But let’s talk a little about a couple of the many
WGC efforts that you wouldn’t normally read about in the papers or even here
in Wheat Life.

They say luck favors the prepared. In the case of the WGC, its attempts to
be positioned to address long-term competitiveness and profitability of the
Washington wheat and barley grower has paid back luck in dividends on
some issues. It is also important to be frank, as life isn’t always roses. There
have been some misses over the years that I hope we all can take as opportu-
nities for improvement, and I'm including myself here.

GRAND SLAM: JFMA club wheat letter of intent

The memorandum of understanding between the WGC and the Japan Flour
Millers Association (JEMA) was one of the highlights of my time on the com-
mission. This effort was promoted as a collaboration between the WGC and
JFMA to strengthen the U.S. Department of Agricultures’ (USDA) Agricultural
Research Service (ARS) club wheat breeding program in Pullman.

Our motivations behind pursuing a formal agreement came from the com-
mission looking at what were some ideas or programs to build on the relation-

the wheat their country or company purchases is grown.

ship with our Japanese customers
that could also prove to them that a
sustainable program and collabora-
tion between the WGC and JEMA
could provide political leverage if
ever needed. This came from the
WGC trying to look beyond the
current state of affairs to anticipate
industry needs and in anticipation
of any future trade barriers.

As it turns out, this common
recognition of the value and impor-
tance of a U.S./foreign trade part-
nership and agreement for coopera-
tion ended up being an example of
how the WGC provided assistance
to our government. At that point in
time, we were not comforted with
the idealism “that we grow the best
so our customers will buy it.” Some
of us felt the need to prepare for
bumpy trade or political barriers
was going to be crucial to maintain-
ing a better wheat price for Western
White. By creating a sound strategy
going forward, it set the tone for
easier trade negotiations between
the two countries. Ultimately, it was
a benefit to Washington’s farmers.

MISS: Undervalued tri-state
collaboration

We’ve come a long way, but we
need to communicate more often
and work together better as a re-
gion. We have learned the political
climate has changed. Without a
strategy to deal with unforeseen
hurdles, we will fail. The Pacific
Northwest (PNW) needs to work
as a more formidable unit going
forward. Wheat has three of the
best state commission leaders in
Amanda, Britany, and Casey. We
need to be more consistent with
planning, messaging, and activities
across all our wheat organizations
from all PNW states. »
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Mike Miller hosts millers from the SPC Group, a large-scale baking company headquartered in South
Korea, at his farm in Ritzville.

And we need to get out of our own way. These efforts have already started
happening, so we need to work together and let our hired people do their
jobs. To accomplish our objectives in the national and global industry land-
scape, there is strength in numbers, and we should be leaning into this.

HIT: GMO wheat event crisis response

Washington growers will probably remember reading about this one. But
what is noteworthy here is what went on behind the scenes of this massive
crisis response effort. WGC built trust and working relationships with many
government agencies, including USDA, USDA’'s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), overseas embassies, and Foreign Agricultural
Service offices around the world. The WGC worked simultaneously with
Director Derek Sandison and his team at the Washington State Department of
Agriculture, and this was pivotal in coordinating amongst all agencies.

We were able to create a tight-knit group that had 100% trust in each other
and were able to have completely honest discussions that were very difficult
at times. But the respect never wavered, and we were prepared to address
any curve balls thrown at us. Friendships were made, and some friendships
were lost. But every morning at 0500 when we had our first group call of the
day, the goal never wavered — keep the vessels moving and keep the markets
open.

This foundation and network have been a springboard for further collabora-
tive efforts, most recently with the PNW Herbicide Resistance Initiative that
I'll get to in a minute. Other examples of what this collaboration looks like
include the Washington State University Plant Growth Facility and recent
USDA-ARS Plant Sciences Building in Pullman, our presence in D.C. for edu-
cation and marketing, and the ability to keep the WGC’s phones ringing as a
trusted source of information and common sense to deal with sensitive issues
(i.e. Congress, U.S. Trade Representative, the Department of Commerce, the
Washington State Legislature).
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MISS: Marketing our regional
advantages

As a region, we haven't properly
branded ourselves. Our competi-
tors are aiming to take our market-
share, and it’s going to get rough
and more competitive in the future.
We want the world to recognize our
“brand,” and we should be capital-
izing on our competitive advantage:
we are the only region that grows
club wheat.

Other states, regions, and coun-
tries are finding success in brand-
ing efforts. This is something we
can learn from and adapt for our
own benefit.

HIT: PNW Herbicide Resistance
Initiative

Having the connections around
the country to hear what kind of
chemical issues U.S. farmers were
having and working with APHIS
on what they are dealing with
regarding plant issues gave us a
perspective to see a potential need
to prepare for herbicide resis-
tance. This effort was built off the
relationships developed during the
GMO event and has truly been a
multistate effort that also includes
an unnamed official at USDA-
APHIS, as well as Undersecretaries
Gr