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President’s Perspective

I New year equals new beginnings
o Bl
! By Jeff Malone
President, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

As we turn the calendar to 2025, we embrace not just a
new year, but the promise of new beginnings. This year,
with significant changes in Congress, we have reason to
hope for the substantial progress our agricultural commu-
nity needs. Chief among our priorities is the passage of a
comprehensive farm bill.

The farm bill is a critical piece of legislation that impacts every facet of farming
life, and its absence creates uncertainty in an already challenging industry. Our
farms are not just businesses — they are lifelines for communities and corner-
stones of the economy. Without a solid farm bill, we are left navigating uncertain
waters, which is something our industry can ill afford.

This period of transition and decision-making is a reminder of the importance
of strong partnerships. Organizations like the National Association of Wheat
Growers (NAWG) and U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) play an indispensable role
in ensuring our voices are heard. NAWG helps keep wheat growers at the table
when policymakers discuss critical legislation, while USW works tirelessly to keep
international markets open and thriving.

The stakes have never been higher. Speculation about new tariffs threatens to
complicate global trade even further. In times like these, it’s vital to strengthen re-
lationships with organizations that advocate for our industry. These partnerships
enable us to respond proactively to potential policy shifts and ensure our farms
remain competitive on the global stage.

Closer to home, the Washington Association of Wheat Growers is gearing up for
a crucial event: Olympia Days, Jan. 19-21. This annual gathering is a unique op-
portunity for wheat growers and advocates to meet face-to-face with Washington
state legislators. Together, we address the pressing issues facing our state’s wheat
industry and present a unified message about our goals and challenges.

Olympia Days is more than just a series of meetings — it’s a chance to make
a meaningful impact. For those who have never attended, I encourage you to
consider participating. Sharing your story, your concerns, and your hopes for the
future with decision-makers is an incredibly fulfilling experience. Legislators need
to hear directly from the people whose lives and livelihoods their decisions affect.

This year’s discussions will undoubtedly touch on issues like water rights,
transportation infrastructure, and state-level support for farmers. These are topics
that influence not just the wheat industry but the broader agricultural community
and the economic health of our state. It’s crucial that we advocate for solutions that
benefit all stakeholders and ensure the long-term viability of our farms. If you are
interested in joining us in Olympia, contact the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610.

As we look ahead to 2025, let us remember the strength of our collective voice.
Whether we’re working with national organizations like NAWG and USW or
engaging with local leaders in Olympia, our efforts make a difference. By staying
engaged and informed, we can help shape the policies that will define the future
of our industry. Let’s seize this moment to reaffirm our commitment to collabora-
tion, advocacy, and resilience. Together, we can tackle the challenges ahead and
build a brighter future for wheat growers everywhere.

Here’s to a productive and prosperous 2025! m

Cover photo: Winter in Eastern Washington. Photo by Robert Hubner. All photos are Shutterstock images
or taken by Wheat Life staff unless otherwise noted.
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WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please check level of membership

Thank you to our
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O Grower $150 O Partnership $600 (up to 5 partners) cu rrent mem ers
O Landlord $150 O Convention $720

We fight every day to ensure that life on the
family farm continues to prosper and grow.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

O Industry Associate $250 O Lifetime $3,000
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Farm or Business
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WAWG's current top priorities are:

Preserving the lower Snake River dams. Maintaining a strong, reliable safety net
Fighting mandatory climate/carbon by preserving crop insurance and making
regulations. sure farm commodity programs work.

Lobbying the state Legislature for a Maintaining a safe, sound transportation
seasonal overtime exemption. system that includes rail, river and roads.

If these priorities are important to you, your family and your farm operation,
join WAWG today and help us fight.

More member benefits:
e Greensheet ALERTS e WAWG updates
e \/oice to WAWG through opinion surveys iy
* National Wheat Grower updates i . >0 \?vsa,?,vgﬁé(fax)
e State and national legislative updates WHEAT GROWERS

109 East First Ave.
Ritzville, WA 99169
509-659-0610

Call or visit




See how our top-performing hybrids stack up at:

InVigor-canolayields.us

e REPLICATED TRIAL RESULTS FROM YOUR AREA
e COMPETITIVE COMPARISONS - SEE WHY MORE FARMERS CHOOSE INVIGOR®

Be sure to check back often — our hybrid standings are updated as trials are harvested.

rssonameorromios " BASF | In\figor

for more information. We create chemistry

Always read and follow label directions.

InVigor is a registered trademark of BASF. © 2024 BASF Corporation. All rights reserved.

Results may vary on your farm due to environmental factors and preferred management practices.



(Above) In 1981, Kevin Chabre’s grandfather, Albert Chabre (middle, bottom row), and uncle, Randy
Chabre (left, second row), appeared in Life Magazine standing on a grain pile at Walla Walla Grain
Growers in Prescott, Wash. (Below) This facility, owned by Northwest Grain Growers, relies heavily on
the Snake River to ship growers’ grain to export terminals in Vancouver and Portland.
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Share your comments with us
via email at editor@wawg.org
or mail them to 109 East First
Avenue, Ritzville, WA 99169-
2394. Please keep your submis-
sions less than 300 words.

Lower Snake River
dam removal would hit
communities hard

Editor,

My grandpa, Albert Chabre, worked
with grain growers to establish this
site on our property. Northwest Grain
Growers has been leasing it from us
ever since. It has become one of the
most crucial grain shipping ports

in our area. With the removal of the
dams, this port, along with all other
Snake River ports, would no longer
function. The trickle effect would be
detrimental to the farming communi-
ties in Dayton, Waitsburg, Prescott,
Clyde, Eureka, and the surrounding
areas.

Kevin Chabre
Prescott, Wash.



HIT THE RESET BUTTON ON
YOUR SOIL PROFILE

It’s time to put a more comprehensive
strategy to work on each and every acre

to achieve a uniform, unrestricted soil
profile for maximum root development
and increased yield potential. Backed

by agronomic research and a legacy of
expertise, this vertical soil management
system from Great Plains — the Sub-Soiler
to reset your soil profile, Max-Chisel” for
residue incorporation, and Turbo-Max’ for a
smooth, vertically-tilled finish —

is specifically designed to increase water
infiltration, fight compaction, and establish

an ideal seedbed for your operation.

GredtPlhins

“Harvest Starts Here.”

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Moses Lake, WA — 509-765-1257 Pasco, WA — 509-547-8920 Sunnyside, WA — 509-837-3833

FARM EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS FARM & HOME SUPPLY MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Pendleton, OR - 541-276-6222 Pomeroy, WA — 509-843-3395 Lexington, OR — 800-452-7396

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS ST. JOHN HARDWARE & IMPLEMENT WALTER IMPLEMENT, INC.
Wasco, OR — 800-824-7185 Fairfield, WA — 509-283-2111 Odessa, WA — 509-982-2644

©Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 2922F-GPM
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DIRECTLY SPEAKING

Regardless of season, advocacy continues

appy New Year! There’s been a
Hlot of changes in the last couple

months. Not only do we have
a large number of new state lawmakers
and a new governor, we are also deal-
ing with a change in administration
in Washington, D.C. The Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG)
has a lot of work ahead of us, educat-
ing and building relationships so wheat
growers have a voice to highlight the
impacts, both economically and regula-
tory, of legislative actions.

At the federal level, the farm bill
remains a critical concern for the wheat
industry even with a last minute one-
year extension. WAWG, along with the
National Association of Wheat Growers
(NAWG), is strongly urging Congress to
immediately begin working on a com-
prehensive farm bill that supports our

Michelle Hennings
Executive Director

Washington Association
of Wheat Growers

Snake River dams and the agreements
reached by the Biden administration.
Even if we have a positive outcome, we
must not become complacent. We need
to be proactive and keep our advocacy
efforts and education momentum
moving forward. We can expect with
any administration we will always
have litigation over whether the dams
should be breached or not. The Trump
administration’s focus on energy and
support for increasing supply rather
than reducing it has been favorable,
allowing the Columbia-Snake River
System to remain operational, which
provides reliable and cost-effective
transportation for our farmers.

e have been working
with the Washington
State Department of

Transportation (WSDOT) on a trans-

agricultural community. We advocated

for an economic assistance package to support farmers fac-
ing financial strain — prices have plummeted by over 36%
compared to the 2022-23 marketing year, while production
costs remain historically high. Drought and other natural
disasters have exacerbated financial pressures, leading

to consecutive years of unprofitability for many growers.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, net cash
farm income is expected to fall by 27% from 2022, and
farm sector debt for 2024 is projected to reach an all-time
high when adjusted for inflation. Without economic assis-
tance, many farmers will struggle to continue operations
or secure operating credit for 2025.

everal months ago, we sent a team from WAWG to
SWashington, D.C, to participate in a NAWG fly-in.

This event was conducted in collaboration with rep-
resentatives from the corn, soy, cotton, peanuts, sorghum,
and rice organizations, as well as agricultural lenders. The
primary objective was to educate Congress on the criti-
cal need to strengthen the agricultural safety net and to
highlight the economic challenges that have led to mul-
tiple years of unprofitability for growers. This marked the
first occasion in several years where all agricultural sectors
presented a unified front to Congress. The visit made a
substantial impact, underscoring the necessity for legisla-
tive action and prompting discussions on an economic
assistance package.

We are anxious to see how the new administration
will address the continued controversy over the lower
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portation study that models what our
system would look like without the dams. WSDOT re-
leased a status report in mid-December that can be found
at wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/search-studies/
lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study under
the “Outcomes” tab at the bottom of the page. While we
appreciate WSDOT’s engagement with stakeholders, we
believe the taxpayer funds allocated to the study would be
far better spent on projects that could have an immediate
impact on fish, such as conservation programs or habitat
restoration projects. So far, I haven't seen a feasible solu-
tion to the high costs and reliability issues presented in
their model. We will be diving into the report in the com-
ing weeks.

In an effort to show WSDOT how complex our trans-
portation system is, we gave the department a tour at the
ports of Longview and Kalama to highlight a successful
system that integrates wheat transportation via barges,
trains, and trucks to meet customer specifications. So
many people don't realize how much work goes into
sourcing the right wheat class with the right protein to
meet the customer’s requirements and then getting that
grain to the export terminal at the same time as the ship.
Any delay can result in costly fees or missed shipments.

I am honored to have been nominated to the Pacific
Northwest Waterways Association’s (PNWA) Executive
Committee. WAWG has been working with PNWA and
the Inland Ports and Navigation Group to proactively
address the various dam studies happening around the



region. I'm also part of a group of river stakeholders that
has been instrumental in our advocacy efforts, participat-
ing on trips, tours, Army Corps meetings, and educational
outreach concerning river system issues like the lower
Snake River dams and the Columbia River Treaty.

In August, we organized a tour for congressional staff-
ers at Lower Granite Dam and the Port of Lewiston. The
river stakeholders group collaborated to educate staffers
about the critical importance of our infrastructure and
the M-84 corridor. Unity between stakeholders has been
essential in conveying our message effectively, and we
have achieved success for two consecutive years with
this event. The tour’s reputation as a “must-see event” is
spreading in D.C., underscoring its impact.

t the state level, I would like to congratulate Derek
ASandison on his re-appointment as director of

the Washington State Department of Agriculture.
Time after time, Director Sandison has demonstrated
exceptional leadership, dedication, and a deep under-
standing of the agricultural needs and challenges within

our state. We are thankful he will be representing us for
another term.

The state’s push for mandatory buffers is still making

DIRECTLY SPEAKING

waves. WAWG participated in the riparian taskforce but
didn’t entirely agree with the recommendations included
in the final report, especially the suggestion that eminent
domain could be used as a regulatory option. We signed
onto a letter to the law firm that led the taskforce to pro-
vide an agricultural perspective on some of those recom-
mendations. I don’t think this issue is going away any
time soon, so it’s one we’ll be keeping a close eye on as the
2025 legislative season gets underway.

Our annual advocacy trip to Olympia is approaching,
and we will set our priorities at the next WAWG board
meeting on Jan. 7. Our priorities will likely include main-
taining our tax exemptions, ensuring conservation legisla-
tion remains voluntary rather than regulatory, pursuing
a seasonal labor exemption, and educating legislators on
harmful legislation. If you are interested in coming with
us to Olympia, please contact the WAWG office at (509)
659-0610 for more information.

As we enter the policy season, we welcome volunteers
and involvement with WAWG. Our commitment to
advocating for the interests of Washington state’s wheat
growers remains unwavering. Together, we can overcome
challenges and seize the opportunities ahead. m

« Grain Marketing & Storage

« Pulse & Specialty Crop Processing

OFFICES:

Genesee
208 285 1141

Rosalla (Tl
AEN ‘50_9 523 3511 L

i 1.

Falrﬁeld :_ )
509 283- 212,4,

« Quality Pulse & Cereal Seeds
» Rail & River Shipping Terminals

Hedging futurg;_& Options
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WAWG.. WORK

ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

WSDOT releases report on LSRD transportation study

In mid-December, the Washington State Department of Transportation
(WSDOT) released a status report describing existing conditions for barge, rail,
and truck activity along the lower Snake River. The status report is part of a
transportation study being conducted by WSDOT that looks at what would hap-
pen if the lower Snake River dams were removed.

Many agricultural stakeholders in Washington, including the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) and the Washington Grain
Commission, met with the study team and provided information that is being
used in the study.

“While we appreciate WSDOT’s engagement with stakeholders as they
analyze the central role the lower Snake River plays in the region’s transporta-
tion infrastructure, we believe the taxpayer funds allocated to the study would
be better spent on conservation and habitat restoration efforts,” said Michelle
Hennings, WAWG's executive director. “In the coming weeks, we will be diving

A CONGREGATION OF CONSERVATIONISTS. In early December, WAWG Conservation
Coordinator Andrea Cox (middle) stopped in at the Washington State Dairy Federation (WSDF)
Conference at the Red Lion in Pasco, Wash., to visit with Alicia McCarthy, WSDF resources
director, and Kris Mills, Natural Resources Conservation Service's state outreach coordinator.

10 WHEATLIFE | JANUARY 2025

into the report and will be submit-
ting comments and suggestions to
WSDOT.”

Using the information they’ve
gathered, WSDOT has set up Total
Logistics Cost (TLC) diversion
model to estimate and evaluate
transportation modes and rout-
ings based on costs, transportation
network capacity, and transporta-
tion network access to origin and
destination points. According to
the status report, the model will be
used to “examine how changes in
the availability of river transporta-
tion may change commodity flow
routings and transportation costs
in the region. In turn, these outputs
will inform assessments of trans-
portation impacts and the impact of
development of new infrastructure.”

The next step in the transporta-
tion study is to use the TLC model
to see what improvements need to
be made to the existing transporta-
tion system if barges are no longer a
viable mode of transportation on the
lower Snake River. The status report
is available at wsdot.wa.gov/con-
struction-planning/search-studies/
lower-snake-river-dams-transpor-
tation-study under the “Outcomes”
tab at the bottom of the page. m

WAWG joins letter
urging Sandison
reappointment

In November, the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers
joined with more than 20 other state
agricultural stakeholders in a letter
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WA WAWG AT WORK

to Governor-Elect Bob Ferguson urging the reappointment
of Derek Sandison as director of the Washington State
Department of Agriculture (WSDA).

“Mr. Sandison’s profound understanding of
Washington’s diverse agricultural landscape, combined
with his dedication to equitable, sustainable, and forward-
thinking solutions, make him an indispensable asset
to your administration. He is not only a steward of our
agricultural heritage but also a champion of its future
resilience and success,” the letter states.

Ferguson reappointed Sandison in early December.
Sandison has been the WSDA director since 2015. Before
that, he headed the Office of the Columbia River. Along
with Sandison, Ferguson also reappointed Cami Feek as

commissioner for the Employment Security Department
and Major General Gent Walsh Jr. as the adjutant general
of the Washington Military Department.

“I am thankful for these individuals and their unwav-
ering commitment to Washington state. Their experi-
ence will help us move our state forward to better serve
all Washingtonians,” the governor-elect said in a press
release. m

How are we doing?

Like something in Wheat Life? Disagree with something
you read in Wheat Life? Let us know by emailing your
comments and suggestions to editor@wawg.org. Please

Family farms dominate Value of production of selected commodities by farm type, 2023

U. S . production :’(t)a(r)cent of value of production
1 8 11 14 10
In December, the U.S. Department of ﬂ 26 28
Agriculture’s Economic Research Service 751 =0
. 39 52
(ERS) released a report on America’s farms 50 18 39 o =
and ranches. The ERS found that in 2023, 59
most U.S. farms (86%) were small family 251 46 /s 12 29 23
farms, and those farms operated on 41% of 22 15 ” 0 9 T
U.S. agricultural land, accounting for 17% of 0 AT e e o oon = o *S "
the total value of production. In 2022, small ang“eggs nd ee 098 grgfns otton - Bairy %*;’SSS y
family farms represented 87% of all farms s }f‘g‘gﬁms
and operated on 44% of ag land. Other statis-
tcs published in the report include: Small family farms M Large-scale family farms
. Midsize family f: Nonfamily f
e Large-scale family farms accounted for idsize family farms B Nonfamily farms

48% of the total value of production and

31% of agricultural land in 2023. Midsize
family farms accounted for 18% of agri-
cultural land and 18% of the total value

Note: Cash grains include barley, corn, rice, sorghum, wheat, and oats. Specialty crops is
a broad term that includes fresh or dried fruits, tree nuts, vegetables, beans (pulses), and
horticulture nursery crops. Due to rounding, numbers may not add to 100 percent.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service (ERS) using USDA, National Agricultural Statis-

tics Service and USDA, ERS, 2023 Agricultural Resource Management Survey data.

of production.

e In total, family farms accounted for

about 96% of total farms and 83% of total production in 2023.

* Nonfamily farms accounted for the remaining 4% of farms. Among nonfamily farms, 16% had a gross cash farm
income of $1 million or more. Nonfamily farms vary widely in size, income, and ownership structure and include
partnerships of unrelated persons, nonfamily corporations, and farms with a hired manager unrelated to the

owners.

 Nonfamily farms’ share of value of production incre

ased from 11% of the total value of production in 2022 to 17%

in 2023. Production was concentrated in large-scale nonfamily farms, which accounted for 16% of nonfamily farms
and 93% of all nonfamily farms” production. Large-scale family farms dominate the production of many selected

commodities.

e Large-scale family farms accounted for the majority
dairy (77%), and specialty crops (59%) production in

12 WHEATLIFE | JANUARY 2025

of the value of cash grains and soybeans (52%), cotton (71%),
2023. m



Pests controlled:

» Cutworms

» Seedcorn maggots
* Pea leaf weevils

* Armyworms

» Wireworms
» Grasshoppers

Extended protection for your cereal and

Lu miVia® CPL pulse crops

Lumivia® CPL insecticide seed treatment works differently, with a
unique mode of action that starts by immediately protecting the
seed, then moves to the roots, shoots and leaves as the plant
grows. Extensive insect protection for healthy stand establishment
and better yield potential.

Learn more at corteva.us/lumiviacpl

™®Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its aoffiliated companies. Lumivia® CPL insecticide seed

. treatment is not registered for sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency

/ co R T E VA to determine if a product is registered for sale or use in your state. Add an EPA-approved dye or
agriscience colorant to treat the seeds per 40 CFR 153.155(b)(1) during the seed treatment process. Ensure that all
treated seed are dyed an unnatural color. Always read and follow label directions. © 2024 Corteva.




WA WAWG AT WORK

— HEAVY
EQUIPMENT
keep submissions less than 350 words. Submissions may and
be edited for length. m AG REPAIRS

Board to meet in January COMPLETE MOBILE REPAIR SERVICE

The first Washington Association of Wheat Growers -We Also Do Portable Line Boring-
state board meeting of the new year will be on Jan. 7, Serving The Greater Eastern Washington Area
beginning at 10 a.m., at the Washington Wheat Foundation % Scott & Eddy Carroll
building in Ritzville. Contact Keri at the WAWG office at w 509_770_5560

(509) 659-0610 for more information. m BiglronRepair@odessaoffice.com

Texas court blocks BOI

reporting on nationwide basis

By Paul Neiffer H . h

Farm CPA Report ere IS w Y"
Judge Amos L. Mazzant II of the U.S. District Court for

the Eastern District of Texas issued an injunction on Dec.

3 to block the implementation of the Beneficial Ownership

Information (BOI) under the Corporate Transparency Act

-~
(CTA) on a nationwide basis. The lawsuit was brought by Q
the Texas Top Cop Shop, Inc. among other co-plaintiffs. s

The CTA would require about 32 million small business-

es to file a report in 2024. As of Dec. 3, when I filed a few  EEo ™ m-.\h'aﬁ"

of my own, there had been about 9 million already filed Ll Lol oA\ -
which means at least 23 million were still unfiled with less
than a month to go. \‘ Mo ‘If‘“'-““t Aree

This will get appealed by the federal government to
the fifth district, which is one of the more conservative

J Locad 'PEW?\E.

,.1MI¢¢ Xo samt TErsh

districts in the U.S. and will likely rule in favor of the |] TP

judge. However, we already have a case being appealed in X

the 11th Circuit that may go in favor of the government. J M‘u KRG <in \end Aod it
Either way, this will go to the Supreme Court sometime ..i & convewiert logaions
next year. But in the meantime, it appears you do not have .

to file your BOI report for a while. m J Verse had seriict

J They Cnow we by namel

Are you receiving your ALERT?

With their annual membership, Washington Association
of Wheat Growers members can receive industry updates
through the weekly digital Greensheet ALERT via email.
If you are not receiving this ALERT, either we don’t have
your current email address, or our ALERT is going into
your spam folder. Call our office at (509) 659-0610 to make

sure we have your current email address. m \ST ATE B AN K

HNORTHWE ST
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WB6211CLP
WB3623

SEILE THE
SEASON
WITH WHEAT
THAT'S

NORTHWEST
STRONG.

To get the most out of your fields in the : .'u-. oot g
Northwest, you need wheat that can || e W ] T

endure the region’s toughest challenges. ; ' \ \ 1"
Varieties like WB6211CLP and WB9623 . i . !_"’ B
provide excellent yield potential and high I
protein content. Trust WestBred® to help i 40
you get the most out of every acre. ¢

Now'’s the Time. Boldly Grow.

Seize the Season.

WestBred aben

Bayer, Bayer Cross, WestBred and Design® and WestBred® are registered R
WESTBRED.COM trademarks of Bayer Group. ©2024 Bayer Group. All Rights Reserved.



MATTERS

Funding bill extends farm bill, includes economic aid

Farmers’ hopes for a new farm bill were dashed last
month as Congress failed to make any traction on new
legislation and instead pushed through another one-year
extension of the 2018 Farm Bill. That extension and billions
in economic aid and disaster funding for farmers were in-
cluded in a continuing resolution to fund the government
through March 14. The continuing resolution passed the
House 366-24 and the Senate 85-11 and was quickly signed
by President Biden.

The bill includes $21 billion for farmers who experi-
enced natural disasters and $10 billion in emergency
economic aid for agriculture. Agriculture groups, includ-
ing the National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG),
praised the bill’s passage and the agricultural aid that was
included.

“NAWG applauds members of both the House of
Representatives and Senate for coming together to provide
much-needed economic assistance and disaster relief for
farmers nationwide. While this legislation also includes a
one-year farm bill extension and short-term relief, it is not
a replacement for a long-term farm bill. As we enter the
119th Congress, NAWG urges lawmakers to work quickly
to pass a farm bill that strengthens the farm safety net
and provides long-term certainty for producers and rural
America,” said Chandler Goule, NAWG CEO.

Just days earlier, negotiations over including economic
aid to farmers in the continuing resolution appeared to
break down entirely with both sides of the aisle blaming
the other side. Farm groups were quick to call legisla-
tors out, opposing any year-end spending bill that did
not include economic aid. While the U.S. Department of
Agriculture will make the final calculations, according
to initial estimates, wheat producers may see financial
assistance payments of about $31 per acre. Corn would
see a payment of about $43 per acre, while soybeans are at
$30 per acre, cotton at $84 per acre, and rice at $71 per acre.
There are payment limitations of $125,000 or $250,000 (for
those who derive at least 75% of their total gross income
from farming).

Two previous continuing resolution bills failed to get
enough votes to pass out of the House.
The 2018 Farm Bill expired in September 2023. This

is the second time Congress has passed an extension.
WAWG leaders and staff have participated in multiple
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farm bill fly-ins over the past year, advocating for new leg-
islation and for wheat industry priorities. Those priorities
include an increase in the wheat reference price, strength-
ening the farm safety net, and opposing any cuts to crop
insurance.

“It’s a challenging time in agriculture. High input
costs and low commodity prices have combined to push
farmers to the edge,” said WAWG President Jeff Malone.
“We are thankful that Congress recognized the need for
immediate aid, but it is critical that we get a farm bill that
addresses these issues and provides a strong, stable safety
net so growers can have some long-term assurances going
forward.” m

Washington rep named
to House ag committee

The Washington Association of
Wheat Growers congratulates Rep.
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.) for be-
ing named a member of the House
Agriculture Committee for the 119th
Congress. Glenn “GT” Thompson
(R-Pa) will remain chairman of the
committee.

House Democrats have selected Rep. Angie Craig
(D-Minn.) as ranking member of the House Ag
Committee. She replaces Rep. David Scott (D-Ga.).

Reauthorization of the farm bill is expected to be at the
top of the committee’s to-do list in 2025. m

Water resources, infrastructure

funding bill passes Congress

In early December, both the U.S. Senate and the House
of Representatives passed the Thomas R. Carper Water
Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2024. This legisla-
tion authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)
to undertake locally driven infrastructure and water
resources projects that also deliver regional and national
benefits to strengthen the nation’s global competitiveness



WEED-IT
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TRADING CO. YOUR CASE IH DEALER

CASE 1]

AF Series Combines TR

The newest evolution of Case IH's Axial-Flow combines, the AF11 brings CLASS
high-efficiency farming to the next level. This Class 10+ combine features 10+ 6 bu./sec
dual-rotor technology, innovative AFS Harvest Command™ automation

and Case |H's highest-ever total combine capacity, allowing you to

harvest more acres with less grain loss than ever before.

UNLOAD RATE

Don Strebeck 509-988-0433

Jason Emerson 509-681-0466
Odessa WA 509-982-2661

Sam Whitman 509-660-3210
Coulee City WA 509-632-5413

Ritzville WA 509-659-0269
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MWK POLICY MATTERS

and supply chain, grow the econ- “Congratulations Brooke Rollins on her nomination to serve as our next secre-
omy, move goods throughout the tary of agriculture. NAWG members look forward to working together to foster
country, and protect communities public policy initiatives that will help wheat growers and rural communities
from flooding. thrive,” said Chandler Goule, NAWG CEO.

“In the Pacific Northwest and “As the wheat industry’s export market development organization, U.S. Wheat
across the country, investments in Associates looks forward to working with Secretary-Designate Rollins and the
ports, harbors, and inland water- new administration on issues related to fair global trade and market access,”
ways support good-paying jobs said USW President and CEO Vince Peterson. “We welcome a renewed partner-
and are key to long-term economic ship with her and USDA to support U.S. agriculture and the farmers we repre-
growth, which is why I'applaud sent in the world wheat market.” m

the passage of the Water Resources
Development of 2024,” said Rep.
Rick Larsen (D-Wash.), ranking
member of the House Committee on ARSI

Transportation and Infrastructure. @

“WRDA 2024 creates good-paying

jobs across the country by building % £ c E H T I F I E n s E E n
on our committee’s bipartisan tradi- o o

tion to improve our nation’s water
resources.”

The Pacific Northwest Watermays MAKE THE INVESTMENT THAT PAYS

Association advocates on behalf of

spssnitaanswvienal  YOU DIVIDENDS EVERY HARVEST

in the bill including;:

e Authorizing the Inland

Waterway Trust Fund for a iy \’
federal cost share of 75% and CLEANER FIELDS \f, HIGHER YIELDS ~ GUARANTEED QUALITY
25% nonfederal instead of 65% o — ~
and 35% — e - _-_:Fﬁ
* Authorizing appropriations .- = — T

—

to pay Canada for preplanned
flood control storage pertaining
to the Columbia River Treaty.

The bill now goes to President
Biden to be signed into law. m

Wheat industry
congratulates ag

Secretary nominee Find your closest certified seed dealer at washingtoncrop.com/dealers
e Nattora] Associntion of Whet WASHINGTON STATE CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Growers (NAWG) and U.S. Wheat 509-334-0461 https://washingtoncrop.com
Associates (USW) released the
following statements in response
to President-elect Donald Trump’s
nomination of Brooke Rollins

{o serve as secretary of the US, Like our Facebook page (eWAWheat) and folloyv us on Twitter
Department of Agriculture (USDA). (@WAWheatGrowers) for industry and association news.
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Include a Premium
Spring Canola in
your 2025 Rotation:

PHOTOSYNTECH

RESEARCHING TOMORROW'S CROPS

NCC101S is a very early maturity
conventional non GM spring canola
hybrid with exceptional yield potential
in shorter season spring canola
environments as evidenced by its
consistency in yield trials in targeted
growing regions since 2013. Suitable for
both direct harvesting and swathing.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS:
Vigorous early season establishment

High yield potential, Good oil content

Early maturity, Short stature,
Excellent standability

Defensive hybrid for short
season environments

Contact your Local
Retailer fOI' Early Resp.onsiveT to fungicides in
Urdering DiSCOUﬂtS humid environments
High germination and purity
Rated moderately resistant
to Blackleg
All NCC101S seed lots are certified
Blackleg free
Nc("uls Excellent resistance to shattering
#1 Revenue Generating Eligible for Non GMO Premiums
Non GMO Spring e o }
Py Multiple Year Yield Data an
CanOIa Hybrld In the Agronomic Production Programs
PNW for 10 YearS Available Upon Request

INQUIRIES + AGRONOMY SUPPORT:
info@photosyntech.com

ROBERT AMSTRUP, SALES MANAGER
(701) 226 8958

CLEsS 8 TRUCKS

521 N. EASTERN RD. e SPOKANE, WA
(509) 534-9088 e class8trucks@aol.com

In the beautiful farm town of Wilbur, Wash.,

sits Glacier Grains, a wheat and canola
farm. Glacier Grains has been run by the
Wyborney family since the late 1800s. Pete
and his wife, Christy, run the farm with their
two kids, Heather, age 16, and Ethan, age
13, who drive the combines during harvest.
Graduating from WSU (Go Cougs!), Pete
became a branch manager for KeyBank.
After the retirement of Pete’s father, Pete
turned to full-time farming. Pete and Christy
picked up a 2007 Freightliner and a 45 ft
step deck to build into a spray trailer.

Happy Harvesting!

Chad Ingraham (509) 953-2481
Scott Lund (509) 995-5024
Jeff Miller (509) 599-9926

Marc B. Lange (509) 991-9088

NOT JUST TRUCKS,
TRAILERS T00!
www.class8trucksales.com

FOR RENT

WASHINGTON WHEAT
FOUNDATION ANNEX

Rental Includes:

Seats 100 « Full service kitchen « Wi-Fi
Free coffee and tea « Pull out wall divider
2 large screens « Free parking
18 x 22 lobby to gather or serve buffet
Separate board meeting room (seats 12)

$150 PER DAY

950 CLEANING DEPOSIT

Contact Keri Gingrich at the Washington
Wheat Foundation rental line

(509) 659-0610
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Working to advance the small grains industry
by building support for programs and activities

WHEAT FOUNDATION

that increase public awareness of farming.

WASHINGTON WHEAT FOUNDATION - WAWHEAT.ORG - (509) 659-0610

Generational farms: Preserving a legacy, sustaining our future

Across Washington, more than 94% of farms are family-
owned and operated. These farms are more than business-
es — they are legacies. Passed down from one generation
to the next, these farms symbolize hard work, persever-
ance, and a deep connection to the land. For families who
have farmed Washington’s rich soils for decades — or even
centuries — the land is more than property; it’s home.

For many of today’s wheat farmers, the story begins
at an early age. Children grow up helping with harvest,
spending hours in the tractor cab, and learning the value
of dedication and teamwork. These experiences not only
shape their childhood, but also instill a love for farming.
Often, that love draws them back to the farm as adults,
ready to continue the family legacy. The thought of the
family farm not continuing is unthinkable for many — it's
a heritage they are determined to preserve.

Yet, preserving this legacy is becoming increasingly
challenging. The average age of a U.S. farmer was 58.1 in
2022, reflecting a steady aging trend in the farming popu-
lation. This underscores the growing need for younger
generations to return to the land. Without them, the future
of family farms — and the security of our food supply —
could be at risk.

But farming is not for the faint of heart. Wheat farm-
ers endure grueling hours and unpredictable challenges.
During harvest, 18-hour days in the combine are the
norm. In the winter, they brave freezing temperatures for
2 am. calving checks. And year-round, they put thou-
sands of hours into maintaining tractors, mending fences,

and working fields. It’s a labor of love and necessity, ensur-
ing that their crops not only feed their families but also
contribute to feeding the world.

For those who return to the farm, the journey often
involves more than inheriting land. It requires buying into
the operation, finding new opportunities, and expanding
the business to support future generations. These younger
farmers innovate, exploring sustainable practices and
diversifying operations to adapt to changing markets. In
doing so, they make room for their own children to one
day step into the family business.

Wheat farming in Washington embodies this genera-
tional commitment. Farmers are the original stewards
of the land, cultivating it with care and foresight. They
understand that healthy soil today ensures bountiful har-
vests tomorrow. Their work is not just about feeding the
present but also about protecting the future — for their
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

This commitment goes beyond family pride; it safe-
guards a safe and secure food supply for the world. The
wheat fields of Washington, nurtured by generations of
farmers, are a testament to resilience and stewardship.
These fields tell stories of families who have weathered
storms, embraced innovation, and remained steadfast in
their dedication to the land.

To every farmer pulling long days, nurturing the soil,
and passing on a legacy: thank you. Your work feeds us
all, and your commitment sustains the heart of agricul-
ture. m

Remember the Foundation in your charitable giving.
Go to wawheat.org to find out more about supporting your industry.

@WHEATFOUNDATION @WAWHEATFOUNDATION WAWHEATFOUNDATION

o £ ©
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WHEAT FOUNDATION

The Washington Wheat Foundation works to

economically advance the small grains industry by
L‘;u-ld.ng support for programs andl activities that
increase public awareness of farming's responsible
approach ta the essential production of our safe
food supply, and the development of new
knowledge about environmentally sound farming
practices.

From research equipment to scholarships, the
WWF supports various activities making a
positive influence on farming including:

« Public Information and Consumer Education

= Research Equipment Grants

= Scholarships

« Educational Grants that Support the
Consumer & Youth Education

| T -
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Spokane Convention Center
agshow.org
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Planned Giving

Tax-deductible contributions are one way the
Washington Wheat Foundation supports its
mission.

WWHF Building Floor Tiles

Buying a personalized tile in your name, or
in the name of a friend or family member, is
an easy way to make a lasting and visible
impact on the industry. Visit
wawheat.net/fundraising or use the QR
code below to visit our website and
download the form.
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\WAR FEATURE

2025 legislative preview

WAWG WILL ENGAGE ON SALMON RECOVERY EFFORTS, AG LABOR ISSUES

By Diana Carlen
Lobbyist, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

On Jan. 13, 2025, the Washington State Legislature will
be back in session. There will be a lot of new faces, includ-
ing a new governor (Bob Ferguson), commissioner of
public lands (Dave Upthegrove), and a couple dozen new
legislators. The Washington Association of Wheat Growers
(WAWG) will need to do a lot of education with newly
elected officials and build relationships.

The 2025 session is scheduled to last 105 days. The
primary job of the Legislature will be to pass operating,
capital, and transportation budgets for 2023-25. Legislators
face a daunting task this year as the state is facing a bud-
get shortfall of between $10 billion and $12 billion over the
next four years.

Politically, Democrats expanded their already consider-
able majorities in both the state House of Representatives
and the Senate by adding a seat in each chamber.
Democrats will hold majorities of 59-39 in the House
and 30-19 in the Senate. Democrats will now have a 60%
majority in each chamber, meaning they will not need
Republican votes to pass the bond votes for the transpor-
tation and capital budgets. This means that Republicans
could be left out of negotiations on those budgets, which
have typically been bipartisan.

To kick off the budget development process for the up-
coming session, the outgoing governor, Jay Inslee, will be
releasing a proposed 2025-27 budget on Dec. 17 (not avail-
able at the time this went to publication). That spending
plan will serve as a template for lawmakers and Governor-
Elect Bob Ferguson when they write budgets in the 2025
session. Gov. Inslee is likely to release two budget propos-
als. State law requires the governor to propose a budget
that is balanced without any new revenue. It is speculated
that the first proposal Gov. Inslee releases will be one with
deep cuts in state programs and services. It is also antici-
pated he will release an alternative budget that relies on
new revenue (either new taxes or an increase in existing
taxes) to buy back some of the proposed cuts in his first
budget proposal. Governor-Elect Ferguson is anticipated
to follow with a document listing his budget priorities, but
not a full budget proposal.

Democrat legislators have indicated that new revenue
(i.e. tax increases or new taxes) will be necessary to deal
with the projected budget deficit. With the Legislature’s
makeup more progressive this year, there is a lot of discus-
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sion over a wealth tax on the highest state earners or a
tax on high salaries paid by large corporations similar to
Seattle’s JumpStart tax.

Typically, there are over 2,000 bills that are introduced
during a legislative session. WAWG staff will be reviewing
every piece of legislation that is introduced and engaging
on any legislation that will impact farmers in the state.
WAWG's primary focus will be maintaining a viable ag-
ricultural industry in the state and making sure the rural
areas of the state have a voice as legislation is developed.

On the policy front, now that the Climate Commitment
Act (CCA) will remain in place after voters rejected re-
pealing the law, it is likely we will see legislation making
tweaks to the law as the state moves forward, potentially
linking its carbon market with California and Quebec.
WAWG will continue to advocate for a comprehensive so-
lution to ensure that all fuel used by the ag industry on the
farm and for transporting agricultural products is exempt
from carbon surcharges, which the Legislature intended
when it passed the CCA.

While some farmers have been able to purchase fuel
without the carbon surcharge, the issue has not been
resolved for smaller loads and at retail. Governor-Elect
Ferguson has publicly stated that ensuring farmers get
promised rebates is one of his priorities. WAWG looks
forward to working with him on this issue.

WAWG will also be involved in discussions regard-
ing salmon recovery efforts. For the past couple of years,
WAWG has been actively engaged with the work of the
Riparian Taskforce in developing measures to improve
and protect riparian areas across the state. WAWG con-
tinues to support voluntary incentive programs, like the
Voluntary Stewardship Program, instead of regulatory
approaches.

It is anticipated that there will a number of labor propos-
als that could impact agricultural operations, such as
policies to make it easier to unionize farmworkers, allow-
ing striking workers to access unemployment benefits,
increases to the minimum wage, and expansion of the
paid family leave program that could impact smaller
employers.

WAWG will be hosting their annual Olympia days Jan.
19-21. We encourage our members to come experience
Olympia days and meet with elected officials so lawmak-
ers can learn more about our industry from the people
who grow the food that feeds the world. =



There are no shoxrtcuts

Following CoAXium stewardship guidelines protects this year’s wheat harvest,
reduces the weed seed bank and safeguards the tool that gives you unprecedented
control over cheatgrass, feral rye and other yield-robbing grassy weeds.

Maximize yield and prevent herbicide resistance:

= Plant Certified seed

= Spray with labeled rates of Aggressor AX

= Rotate CoAXium with other crops and/or herbicide modes of action

-
X
=

Driven by Aggressor® Herbicides and Aggressor® are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC.

Stewardship Reporting Hotline
1-855-D0 RIGHT | ProtectCoAXium.com

A)(uum
DRIVEN BY

gressor®

Refer to the Aggressor® AX product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor® AX EPA Reg. No. 45002-513 AD120222N
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Spinning up grower education

2025 AMMO SESSIONS TO BEGIN IN JANUARY

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

This year’s slate of Agricultural Marketing and Management Organization’s
(AMMO) winter sessions will focus on mental health, weeds, local and global
markets, and U.S. Department of Agriculture agency updates.

“Our goal each year with the AMMO program is to bring information that is
important and relevant to growers,” said KayDee Gilkey, outreach coordinator
for the Washington Association of Wheat Growers.

All in-person sessions begin with registration at 9:30 a.m., and presentations
at 10 am. Lunch will be included. WAWG members can attend AMMO sessions
free of charge; nonmembers will be charged $25 per session. Preregistration is
required. More information is available at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/ as well
as a registration link. Growers can also call the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610 to
register. AMMO has offered grower education programs since 2009. It provides
education opportunities and an avenue for growers to connect with profession-
als and experts on many of the challenges facing agriculture.

The Lions Club building in the Franklin County town of Washtucna will
play host to an AMMO seminar this year and will include lunch at hometown
favorite, Sonny’s Tavern and Grill. While AMMO sessions have been held in
many parts of Eastern Washington, this is the first time the schedule has come
to Washtucna. This session, scheduled for Feb. 19, will include updates from the
leaders of the state’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.

“Sonny’s is owned and operated by a local ranching family, and supporting
rural communities is something AMMO is proud to do,” Gilkey said.

For growers who can’t make it to Washtucna but still want to hear from NRCS
and FSA, the session will be repeated in Spokane Valley on Feb. 21 and in-
cludes a roundtable of NRCS and FSA experts who are ready to answer grower
questions.

Another special AMMO session Gilkey highlighted will focus on mental
health, presented by Darla Tyler-McSherry. Tyler-McSherry turned her grief over
her father’s suicide into a mission to prevent other farm families from experienc-
ing the same thing through her initiative, Ask In Earnest.

Ask In Earnest trains people to recognize the signs of somebody struggling
with mental health and provides tools and resources to start a difficult conver-
sation. Tyler-McSherry hopes the AMMO session will help farmers understand
there’s nothing wrong in asking for help when things get overwhelming.

“That’s where we challenge the stigma and help people understand that just
like we'd go to the doctor for help with our sprained knee or our diabetes or
our high blood pressure, we can tap into a professional to help with our mental
health, too. There’s no shame in that. We shouldn'’t feel like we have to suffer
through that alone. It's not a weakness to ask for help. It’s a sign of incredible
strength and bravery,” she explained.

Wheat Life previewed Tyler-McSherry’s AMMO presentation in the December
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AMMO sponsors

Thank you to these industry
stakeholders who help make
the Agricultural Marketing and
Management seminars possible:

AgWest Farm Credit
Almota Grain

Farmland Company
HighLine Grain Growers
JW & Associates, PLLC
Northwest Grain Growers
Patton & Associates LLC
PNW Farmers Cooperative
Syngenta

The McGregor Company

Washington Grain Commission

issue. A copy of the article
can be found at wheatlife.org/
from-grief-to-action/.

While the bulk of AMMO ses-
sions will happen in February, the
first one will be held on Jan. 28, in
Pullman, Wash., and will focus on
all things weeds. Washington State
University (WSU) Extension person-
nel will discuss a variety of topics,
including managing drift, herbicide
efficacy, and the new Endangered
Species Act pesticide labels. Gilkey
has applied for three pesticide cred-
its for the session.

One of AMMO’s most popular ses-
sions tends to be the one focused on
global and wheat markets. Allison
Thompson, owner of The Money
Farm, will examine the global wheat
market, while WSU Extension’s
Randy Fortenbery will focus on the
regional and local market.

A farm bill webinar with Jake
Westlin, vice president of policy and



communication for the National Association of Wheat
Growers, will be held on Thursday, Feb. 13, beginning at
11:30 a.m.

Wheat College, also part of the AMMO offerings, is
scheduled for early June with Peter “Wheat Pete” Johnson
at the Wheat Land Fairgrounds in Ritzville. Wheat College
will offer a mix of indoor and outdoor presentations, pro-
viding interactive demonstrations on the latest agronomic
research being conducted in the Pacific Northwest. Besides
Johnson, personnel from WSU Extension will provide
localized presentations. Registration reminders will be
mailed prior to the event to WAWG members. Unlike the
regular AMMO sessions, admittance for Wheat College is
free of charge to both WAWG members and nonmembers.

AMMO sessions for 2025 are:

All Things Weeds with Washington State University
Extension personnel. Pesticide credits have been applied
for. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and session begins at
10 a.m., Jan. 28, at the Courtyard by Marriott in Pullman,
Wash.

Farm Bill Update webinar with the National
Association of Wheat Growers, Thursday, Feb. 13, begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m.

FEATURE

USDA Program Updates with NRCS and FSA.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and session begins at 10
a.m., Feb. 19, at the Washtucna Lions Club building in
Washtucna, Wash.

Global and Local Wheat Markets with Allison
Thompson, The Money Farm, and Randy Fortenbery,
WSU Extension. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and ses-
sion begins at 10 a.m., Feb. 20, at the Hampton Inn-Garden
Springs in Spokane, Wash.

USDA Program Updates with NRCS and FSA. A round-
table of experts will answer grower questions following
the main presentation. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and
session begins at 10 a.m., Feb. 21, at the USDA headquar-
ters in Spokane Valley, Wash.

Ask in Ernest with Darla Tyler-McSherry. Registration
begins at 9:30 a.m. and session begins at 10 a.m., Feb. 27, at
the Hampton Inn-Garden Springs in Spokane, Wash.

Wheat College with Peter “Wheat Pete” Johnson at the
Wheat Land Fairgrounds in Ritzville, Wash. More infor-
mation will be made available at wawg.org/ammo-work-
shops/ closer to the event. m

AMMO

Agricultural Marketing & Management Organization

2025

FARM MANAGEMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR EASTERN WASHINGTON PRODUCERS

Our goal each year with the AMMO program is to bring information that is important and relevant to growers. AMMO
has provided grower education programs since 2009 and an avenue to connect with professionals and experts on
many of the challenges facing agriculture. This year’s slate of Agricultural Marketing and Management Organization’s
(AMMO) winter sessions will focus on mental health, weeds, local and global markets. NRCS and FSA staff will also be
providing program updates. All in-person sessions begin with a check-in at 9:30 a.m. Presentations begin at 10 a.m.

REGISTER ONLINE: WAWG.0RG/AMMO-WORKSHOPS

Call: 509.659.0610 or email: kgilkey@wawg.org for more information.
Advance registration is required three days prior to the program.

Free admittance for WAWG Members. $25 for non members.
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‘Act Now' to get assistance quickly

By Andrea Cox
Conservation Coordinator, Washington Association of Wheat
Growers

On Now. 7, the Natural Resources Conservation Service
in Washington (NRCS-WA) implemented the Act Now
policy. Through this program, NRCS-WA can quickly
approve and obligate a ranked application in a desig-
nated ranking pool when an eligible application meets or
exceeds a state-determined, minimum threshold ranking
score. Applications are ranked according to the needs
of applicants, local resource concerns, and the amount
of conservation benefits the work will provide. Growers
can potentially begin conservation projects sooner versus
waiting through the traditional application process.

Applications that will be considered are those for eli-
gible practices specific to the Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) renewals and the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP). Growers are not required to
apply separately to Act Now.

Eligible practices differ by state. Eligible applications for
the NRCS-WA EQIP FY 2025 will be placed in the follow-
ing ranking pools:

e High Tunnel/Low Tunnel Systems-$750,000 funds
available (60-point minimum ranking score).

¢ Conservation Planning Activities and Design
and Implementation Activities and Conservation
Evaluation and Monitoring Activities-$250,000 avail-
able (20-point minimum ranking score).

¢ Statewide Disaster Recovery-$500,000 available
(30-point minimum ranking score) that encompasses
any range, forest, or pasture that was burnt or impact-
ed by flood events and includes fence replacement,
seeding, or replanting necessary due to losses from
disasters last year.

* North Central Team Local Working Group’s Forestry
Initiative-$150,000 available (30-point minimum rank-
ing score) for forest landowners in Douglas, Chelan or
Okanogan counties that want to do forest thinning,
woody slash treatment, fuel breaks, tree planting, for-
est buffers, or wildlife habitat plantings.

¢ Snake River Team Local Working Group’s Forestry
Initiative-$1 million (30-point minimum ranking score)
that includes forest thinning, wood slash treatment,
fuel breaks, tree planting, forest buffers, or wildlife
plantings in Asotin, Garfield, Columbia, Walla Walla,
and Franklin counties.
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¢ Snake River Team Local Working Group’s Nutrient
Management Initiative-$2 million available (30-point
minimum ranking score) that utilizes only practice
code 590, nutrient management for growers who are
interested in better nutrient management.

* Northeast Team Local Working Group’s Forest Health,
Forest Health and Wildfire-$1.3 million available
(30-point minimum ranking score) that focuses largely
on fire mitigation, using forestry practices including
fuel break, woody residue treatment, tree thinning
and tree planting, and wildlife habitat similar to the
North Central and Snake River teams.

® West Palouse Team Local Working Group’s Forest
Health and Wildfire Resilience-$978,000 available
(30-point minimum ranking score). This is similar to
the Northeast, North Central and Snake River teams.

* Southwest Team Local Working Group’s Forestry
Initiative-$750,000 available (30-point minimum rank-
ing score). This is similar to the above listed forestry
initiatives.

As mentioned, numerous practices are being utilized by
growers and are region-specific. For example, the Snake
River team utilizes practice code 217, soil and source test-
ing for nutrient management to look at soil health through
soil testing and is pairing this with the 590 nutrient man-
agement practice.

Applications will be pre-approved, if they meet the
minimum ranking threshold score, until funds run out.
Applications will then move forward to the contracting
process at local NRCS field offices. Field office staff have
45 calendar days from the date of pre-approval to com-
plete obligation. Once the Act Now funding limit has been
reached, applications can be rolled over into the next fund-
ing cycle or considered in other ranking pools.

To get started, contact your local NRCS office, where
an NRCS conservation planner will plan a visit to your
property. Following the visit and discussion regarding
your goals and any resource concerns, the conservation
planner will develop and propose a conservation plan that
includes conservation practices or activities to
address management goals and resource
concerns. m % <
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Keith Griswold, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Programs

By Kevin Gaffney
Special to Wheat Life

Not many people are fortunate
enough to have their career employment
place them in locations where they can
indulge their favorite hobbies to the
extreme.

Keith Griswold would qualify as one
of those few. His conservation career has
included stops in Oregon, Idaho, Alaska,
and Washington state. An avid hunter
and fisherman, Griswold has successful-
ly hunted for elk, moose, grizzly bears,
Dall sheep, mountain goats, caribou,
and more. He enjoys fishing for salmon,
steelhead, trout, ling cod, and yelloweye
rockfish. He continues to enjoy camp-
ing, hunting, and fishing with his wife,
Julie, and sons, Aaron and Jonah. Their
sons are out on their own now, but they
all reside in Coeur d’Alene.

Griswold was born in Nampa, Idaho,
and raised in The Dalles, Ore. His
extended family operates a farm/ranch
south of Nampa, where they raise al-
falfa, seed crops, and registered Angus
cattle. Griswold often worked on the
Idaho farm when he wasn’t working
for farmers and ranchers around The
Dalles, where he graduated from high
school.

There is a wide variety of crops grown
in the Nampa area, including row crops,
seed crops, orchards, and vineyards.

Between the family operation and
working on Oregon farms, Griswold
had a wide variety of work experience in
his youth. After high school, Griswold
attended Oregon State University and earned a degree in
rangeland resources management with a minor in forest-
ry. Following college, Griswold was hired by the Umpqua

Soil and Water Conservation District in southwest Oregon.

His four years there were spent mostly working with
the timber industry. Griswold then joined the Idaho Soil
Conservation Commission.

“I was hired to work on the total maximum daily loads

30 WHEATLIFE | JANUARY 2025

Keith Griswold, assistant state conservationist for
programs for the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, caught this 22 pound King salmon (below) off
Montague Island in Alaska.

(TMDLs) and nutrient manage-
ment plans,” said Griswold. “A
TMDL is the calculation of the
maximum amount of a pollutant
allowed to enter a body of water
so that it meets and will continue
to meet the water quality stan-
dards for levels of any particular
pollutant.”

After four years working in
southern Idaho, Griswold was
hired by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). He
first worked in Caldwell, Idaho,

a diverse region that produces
small grains, fruits, potatoes, and
other vegetables. The next stop for
Griswold was the Cascade region
in Idaho where he worked mostly
with livestock and timber indus-
try operations.

Griswold followed that with
a long trip north. He spent eight
years as a district conservationist
in Alaska. That move provided
world-class hunting and fishing
opportunities in the land of north-
ern lights and midnight sun.

Griswold returned to the “lower
48” in 2016 and has worked in
the Spokane NRCS regional of-
fice since then. He was named
assistant state conservationist for
programs in 2019.

“My position involves oversee-
ing contract obligations from
the conservation teams in the
11 geographic regions here in
Washington state,” said Griswold.
“Most of the work we handle is in three specific NRCS
programs. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) is the most popular one offered by NRCS. It
provides financial assistance and direction for protecting
and/or enhancing natural resources. It can be used to fix
problems or help operators to meet established conserva-
tion standards.

“EQIP was initiated in the 1996 Farm Bill. Because of the
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popularity of the program, there is
often a waiting list for applicants.
The participation rate for EQIP is
twice that for all the other programs
offered. If applicants are not accept-
ed, they can try again the following
year. EQIP can be used for establish-
ing new conservation practices on
farms, such as grass strips, wildlife
habitat, divided slopes, terraces, or
other erosion control measures.”

Another example of an EQIP proj-
ect could be for cattlemen to install
wireless fencing systems.

Wireless fencing uses GPS map-
ping and cell phone network service.
The cattle must be fitted with special
neck collars. The rancher sets the
map boundaries on his phone, and
when the cows reach the border of
the invisible fence, the collar deliv-
ers a mild shock to the top of their
neck to back them away. The system
works in a radius of five to six miles
from a controller unit located in each
pasture unit.

“The Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) is the program that
provides funds to ag operators
who desire to adopt higher levels
of conservation,” said Griswold.
“Unlike the EQIP program where
we are helping to meet standards,
with CSP, we provide funds to help
them achieve a higher level of soil
or resource conservation. Examples
of this could be helping to finance
adoption of direct seeding or to help
pay for precision ag equipment.
Another example could be the pur-
chase of a stripper header for grain
harvesting.”

Griswold explained that the third
main program managed by his
office is the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP), which
he said has been very successful in
Washington state.

“RCPP requests must be from an
organization such as an irrigation
district, conservation district, or a

32 WHEATLIFE | JANUARY 2025

group of growers or producers,” said Griswold. “It is basically a one-to-one fund
matching program to double the impact of the project they are working on.”

Griswold pointed to the Odessa Groundwater Replacement Program, which
is an ongoing project of the East Columbia Basin Irrigation District to replace ir-
rigation wells with water from the Columbia River. The RCPP has funded close
to $50 million for this project. He appreciates how the NRCS programs are able
to make a real difference for participants.

“When you can clearly see the progress in production or in the reduction of
erosion, that really hits home with me,” said Griswold. “Whether we are work-
ing with cattlemen, orchardists, grain growers, vineyards, or oyster farmers, we
can help make significant improvements to their operations.

“I believe most ag operations in our state are doing a pretty good job with
conservation plans and practices. We help to promote our programs with
information booths at county fairs, ag shows, and conventions and with pre-
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sentations at cattlemen association
meetings and soil conservation
district events. This helps generate
more interest for our programs.”

Griswold said the most important
issue right now is for Congress to
get busy and pass a new farm bill as
soon as possible. Since agriculture
is already operating on an extension
of the current farm bill, he feels it is
important to get the new bill passed
so the Farm Service Agency and the
NRCS can begin implementation of
the bill.

For questions or comments con-
cerning NRCS programs, Griswold
can be reached at (509) 323-2971. m
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CHAIRMAN

WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

There are agronomic benefits to having barley in your
rotation, or to put it in more contemporary terms, a more
diverse crop rotation that includes barley is more sus-
tainable and can improve soil health. Eastern Washington
farmers know, however, that feed barley is not price com-
petitive with spring wheat. Without a contract to a malt
house or some other specialty use justifying a premium
over the market price for feed barley, it is hard to justify
planting it when you know it will probably not pay for
the cost of producing it.

When a farmer decides to trade a piece of equipment
or a company decides to close a processing plant, there
are usually many factors that go into those decisions.
Operating costs, though, are always an important consid-
eration. The Climate Commitment Act was signed into
law in May 2021 and is one of a suite of laws intended to
drive down greenhouse gas emissions in Washington.
Emissions-intensive, trade-exposed (EITE) industries
named in the bill include food manufacturers, which
encompasses businesses, like barley malting facilities,
that process raw materials into food products for sale
to wholesalers or retailers. These EITE industries were
granted an exemption for carbon dioxide emissions
through 2026, followed by a small percentage of total
emissions being phased in through 2034. After that point
in time, it is yet to be determined how the implementa-
tion will continue or what the added costs might be,
though the Washington State Department of Ecology is
working on recommendations for the Legislature.

If a food manufacturer has a facility in need of up-
grades or improvements and knows that operating costs
are going to go up more than competitors in other states
over the next 10 years — and quite possibly rise much
more after 2034 — how likely is it they make a major in-
vestment in the facility? Would you borrow money today
to refurbish a plant that you may have to close in 10 years
because the operating costs make your Washington plant
too expensive compared to your competitor’s plant in
another agricultural area?

We've now heard that Great Western Malting has
chosen to concentrate on its malting facility in Pocatello,
Idaho, and will close its Vancouver, Wash,, facility. This
joins a list of departures that includes a potato process-
ing facility, some vegetable processing facilities, and a
feed processor. The owners of all of them have chosen
to invest their money elsewhere rather than continue

agricultural processing with the unknown, but likely
higher, future costs in Washington. These cases represent
how production will shift out of Washington. I don’t see
a dramatic wholesale exodus, but as facilities reach their
expected useful life as defined by the federal tax code,
they will not be upgraded or improved but gradually
closed, and new facilities will be constructed elsewhere
in states, or even countries, where their investments are
more likely to provide a return.

Policymakers in our state have recognized that eco-
nomically forcing carbon-releasing industries out of state
defeats the purpose of reducing carbon. They refer to this
as “leakage,” and this is why exemptions were initially
granted to EITE industries. Part of those recommenda-
tions that Ecology is working on is a report due by Dec.

1, 2026, that provides alternative methods for determin-
ing no cost allowances for EITE emissions. It will take
continued advocacy for Washington producers to help
Ecology see how important revisions to EITE exemptions
are for the sustainability of our agricultural industry.

In the case of barley, the WGC has been investing
your assessment dollars in a barley breeding program to
develop malting barley varieties adapted to our produc-
tion environment that would economically compete with
spring wheat. The next market-limiting factor for barley
is the capacity of local processing facilities.

I think every sustainability article I have read men-
tioned how important rotational crops are for sustainable
production, but in our quest for carbon neutrality, we
are effectively making barley unviable as a rotational
crop. It is especially hard to find dryland crops that fit
our local climate that are economically and biologically
sustainable. Unfortunately, I don’t have any ideas for
new rotational crops, even though U.S. Department of
Agriculture and state-level researchers have been look-
ing for new, viable crops for our area since I was a college
student in the 1970s.
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Canola was one of the crops considered, but it took
the recent construction of a canola crushing facility in
our state, shortly before the Climate Commitment Act,
to make canola viable as another crop for some dryland
producers. Previously, the closest canola crushing plant
was two states away in Great Falls, Mont. The question
is, when that new plant reaches its expected useful life,
when it is time for an upgrade in 15 or 20 years, will it
also relocate to another state? m
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Looking back
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WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

Gary Bailey reflects on his time with the Washington Grain Commission

As my time serv-
ing as Wheat District
2 Commissioner for
the Washington Grain
Commission (WGC) comes
to an end, I find myself
reflecting on the remark-
able journey it has been.
Representing Washington’s
wheat and barley growers
has been both a privilege
and a responsibility that I've
carried with pride.

I had always wondered
what happened to our
wheat after it left the export
markets in Portland. Joining
the Washington Grain
Commission would help
answer that question.

I had returned to the farm
in 1989 after a 12+ year stint with the farm credit system.
Upon returning to the farm, I served as a director for St.
John Grain Growers, which is now part of Northwest
Grain Growers. The background and education I re-
ceived from these organizations proved beneficial when
joining the WGC.

The mission of the WGC is to enhance the long-term
profitability and competitiveness of Washington small
grains and small grain producers by responsible alloca-
tion of assessment funds in research, marketing, and
education. In other words, to advance our industry in
ways an individual farmer could not do on their own.

Over the years, I've witnessed firsthand the resilience,
innovation, and determination that define our indus-
try. From advancing cutting-edge research to expand-
ing global markets and cultivating the next generation
through both grower and public education, the work of
the commission is a testament to what we can achieve
when we work together.
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Linda and Gary Bailey. After many years of service, Gary is stepping down
from the Washington Grain Commission.

" Washington wheat'’s global
reputation has been strong
throughout my tenure on
the commission. The WGC
has always been transparent
with our global custom-

ers, regardless of the news.
It pays dividends when
communicating with our
customers. Building and
maintaining relationships
has been a focus of the
WGC.

An activity that started
during this time was the
technical exchange of club
wheat with Japan. As the
leading buyer of Western
White Wheat, Japanese flour
millers had a desire to pro-
vide input into club varieties
coming in the variety release pipeline. The exchange was
instrumental in helping our club wheat breeder provide
varieties that the end user prefers. It makes sense that we
provide what the customer wants rather than just saying
“here’s what'’s available.”

A few years ago, the WGC partnered with the Idaho
Wheat Commission and the Oregon Wheat Commission
to fund a U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) technical posi-
tion to work with millers and bakers in South America
to educate them on the quality and value of U.S. wheat
classes. They love the quality but, logistically, face chal-
lenges. Most companies don't have the storage capacity
to take advantage of full cargos. Companies are working
together to secure the desired wheat and have it deliv-
ered to two or more ports. Collaborations between USW
staff, importing companies, and export companies have
led to increased sales in the region.

The WGC will continue to build new relationships
along with USW, as well as build upon current relation-



ships. USW has the boots on the
ground and does a fantastic job
of promoting our wheat.

Research funding is an impor-
tant function on the commission.
We all remember the widespread
falling numbers issue we had
in 2016. The commission dedi-
cated funds to research falling
numbers, which led the com-
mission to successfully lobby to
get a full time U.S. Department
of Agriculture-Agricultural
Research Service (ARS) scien-
tist located in Pullman to lead
a group of scientists to study
the issue. The commission and
federal funds have led to the
development of a quick test for
falling numbers so elevators can
quickly segregate grain. Breeders
have also been releasing varieties
with stronger falling numbers, as

well as culling weak varieties out of the pipeline. which provides a third herbicide resistant trait. Rydrych

Innovation in herbicide resistant varieties has been
robust. The Clearfield and CoAXium systems are tools
widely used by farmers. More recently, Rydrych MZ has It should be noted that the WSU and ARS wheat and

G WGC 60th ANNIVERSARY

WLSHINGTON WHEAT GRAIN Korea Baking School 120N Tale

WGC REPORTS NUH

- 5

Gary Bailey (in red) talks to a South Korean film crew from the SPC Samlip company in July 2018. SPC is the
affiliate organization for a variety of familiar American brands in South Korea, including Baskin Robbins and
Dunkin.

been released by Washington State University (WSU),

MZ has resistance to metribuzin and provides another
avenue to combat grassy weeds.
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In May 2018, the Washington Grain Commission (WGC) partnered with U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) and the Korea Baking School to hold a cake-baking
contest to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the WGC. Gary Bailey (third from right, front row) and WGC former CEO Glen Squires (center, front row) served
as judges for the competition. Also pictured is the student winner of the contest (seated front row), as well as representatives from the Korea Baking
School and USW. Photo courtesy of USW.
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In 2018, the Washington Grain Commission (WGC) and the Japan Flour Millers Association (JFMA) came together to formalize the collaboration between
the WGC and JFMA to strengthen the club wheat breeding program in Pullman, Wash. The group that attended the signing ceremony included
representatives from Washington State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Washington State Department of Agriculture, and Washington

State elected officials (not pictured).

barley breeders regularly engage the commission to get
direction for the programs. Recent and ongoing dis-
cussions will center around the new biotech drought
resistant trait HB4. Should we introduce the trait into our
soft white wheats? Should we be proactive and get the
trait introduced into our wheat and put them on the shelf
for release upon acceptance? To date, our markets have
been dead set against the acceptance of GMO wheats.

Acceptance will not happen
quickly, and there are numerous
hurdles to overcome.

Speaking of GMOs, have
you ever had someone tell you
they don’t eat wheat products
because they are all GMO? I
have. There is also the percep-
tion by some that we douse our
wheat with Roundup just before
harvest. This really speaks to the
need for continuing education.
Many growers are using social
media to tell wheat’s story, and
they do a great job. Shows like
Washington Grown also high-
light ag in a positive light. The
WGC provides funding to Wheat
Week and Ag in the Classroom,
two excellent programs that
highlight wheat to elementary
and secondary students.
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Gary Bailey (left) and Mike Carstensen at Bailey’s final board
meeting as a Washington representative to U.S. Wheat
Associates in Chandler, Ariz., in November 2024.

Throughout my time on the WGC, one of the most
rewarding aspects of the role has been collaborating with
fellow commissioners, growers, researchers, and indus-
try partners. While the challenges facing our industry
are complex and ever-changing, I've learned that no
single individual or organization can tackle them alone.

While challenges remain, I am confident that the foun-
dation we've built will support continued progress for

years to come.

As I'look back on my time
with the WGC, I'm proud of the
accomplishments our board has
made. This role has not only
deepened my appreciation for
the challenges we face but also
my hope for the opportunities
that lie ahead. I would encour-
age producers to get involved in
the industry, whether it’s grower
associations, cooperative boards,
or other organizations. Working
together with common goals gets
things done!

It’s been an honor to serve on
the WGC and the USW boards.
It would not have been possible
without family support at home
and the support of my district’s
growers in Whitman County. m
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Standard for excellence

COMMISSION RECOGNIZES THE WORK OF WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY WINTER WHEAT BREEDER

The Washington Grain Commission (WGC) is recog-
nizing Washington State University (WSU) winter wheat
breeder Arron Carter and celebrating his contributions to
the Washington wheat industry.

A professor in WSU’s Department of Crop and Soil
Sciences, Carter recently became the sole holder of the
O.A. Vogel Chair of Wheat Breeding and Genetics, previ-
ously co-held with WSU spring wheat breeder, Mike
Pumphrey.

“Washington wheat farmers are
fortunate to have someone like
Arron leading the winter wheat
breeding program. His ability to
balance scientific innovation with
the real-world needs of farmers
ensures our crops are competitive
globally while being practical to
grow locally,” WGC CEO Casey
Chumrau said. “Beyond his success
in breeding, his dedication to our
community and the industry sets a
high standard for excellence. Arron
is a true advocate for Washington’s
farmers, always listening to their
needs and translating those in-
sights into solutions that improve
their livelihoods.”

The O.A. Vogel Chair of Wheat
Breeding and Genetics was the first
of six research endowments created
by the WGC at WSU to establish
a perpetual funding mechanism
for the advancement of the com-
mission’s strategic research goals. The Vogel chair was
established in 1990 through a partnership with the state
of Washington, WSU, and the WGC.

“What impresses me most about Arron is his humble,
hard-working demeanor. Whether it is in the field, the
classroom, or on a trade mission, he is a tremendous
representative for WSU and the college and always puts
the best interest of growers and his students first,” said
Wendy Powers, Cashup Davis Family Endowed Dean
of the College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural
Resource Sciences.

WSU and the Vogel chair work closely with the WGC
and wheat growers to understand the needs for the in-

Idaho.

dustry, then respond with opportunities to exceed those
needs.

“This partnership is of great value to WSU,” Powers
said. “Through dialogue and collaboration, we build a
more resilient grain industry and, therefore, a more resil-
ient Washington, which is at the heart of the land-grant
mission.”

As Vogel chair, Carter participates in trade team

GRAYBEAL
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Arron Carter (second from right) connects with growers and other colleagues at the Washington Genetics
booth during the industry trade show at the 2024 Tri-State Grain Grower’s Convention in Coeur d’Alene,

and technical servicing activities through U.S. Wheat
Associates (USW), the export market development orga-
nization for the U.S. wheat industry.

“Arron’s availability and willingness to engage with
overseas buyers through USW activities and with our
growers here at home has helped us foster a critical
connection between innovation in wheat breeding and
the needs of our global customers,” WGC Vice President
Mary Palmer Sullivan said. “Whether hosting trade team
tours or participating in technical exchanges, he ensures
the quality and performance needs of customers are
heard and incorporated into his breeding program, all
while delivering the yields and agronomic traits growers
depend on.” »
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For example, Carter participated
in a Wheat Quality Improvement
Team (WQIT) trip to Latin America
in December of 2018, visiting
with wheat buyers in Mexico,
Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Peru
to learn about the end-use quality
factors that Latin American buyers
value.

“Arron is a once-in-a-generation
wheat breeder bringing new tech-
nology and methods coupled with
persistence to his work,” said Steve
Wirsching, vice president and di-
rector of the USW West Coast Office
located in Portland, Ore. “He is a
natural leader amongst his peers
and in the Wheat Quality Council,
where many of his soft white
varieties have been recognized for
genetic gains for yield and quality.”

Carter was named the WSU win-
ter wheat breeder in July 2009 after
completing his doctoral degree
with an emphasis in wheat breed-
ing and genetics earlier that year.
Using a combination of traditional
plant breeding methods, molecular
marker technology, and biotechnol-
ogy, his breeding program focuses
on high-yielding, disease-resistant
varieties with good end-use quality
that will maintain profitability and
reduce the risk to growers.

“The best thing about being
the Vogel Endowed Chair is the
continued interaction I get to have
with the growers and working
with them to improve cultivars
through continued research. The
funding allows me to rapidly begin
addressing the needs of growers in
Washington and the needs of the
breeding program and then lever-
age that for additional competitive
funding,” Carter said. “Looking
forward, I am really excited about
working on new sources of herbi-
cide tolerance in wheat to provide
growers additional options for
weed control.”

According to the U.S. Department
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Arron Carter (in red) provides a tour of the plant breeding greenhouse facilities on the Washington
State University campus in Pullman in July 2024 to a group of representatives from the top milling
companies in South Korea. These trade team visits, coordinated through U.S. Wheat Associates,
provide critical direct feedback to plant breeders regarding the quality and end-use characteristics
of their wheat varieties from international buyers.

of Agriculture, 85% of all wheat acres planted in Washington in 2024 were
winter wheat. Carter’s winter wheat breeding program makes 800 crosses
annually, evaluating about 60,000 head rows and 20,000 yield plots, along with
operating four observation nurseries for disease ratings. This is comparable to
other national public programs with a large impact on the industry.

Over the last 15 years, Carter has led the winter wheat breeding and
genetics program to release over 20 new winter wheat cultivars that address
a wide range of pests, diseases, and environmental factors present in the
Pacific Northwest region. These range from plant resistance for stripe rust
and snow mold (among others), to bolstering traits for emergence and falling
number scores, and providing additional tools to growers in their cropping
systems through CoAXium wheat varieties, and, most recently, a variety with
Metribuzin tolerance.

“Continuous improvement is the hallmark of the winter wheat breeding
program,” Powers said. “Arron has a strong vision and plan for the program
that deploys the latest technologies and, in return, produces the best possible
product and strong returns for growers long into the future.”

The Vogel endowment was established with an initial principal of $1.5 mil-
lion. Through investment growth, the Vogel endowment now stands at over
$3 million. Its 2023-24 research distributions were nearly $121,000.

There are five additional research faculty positions that are funded in part
by WGC endowments aimed at improving varietal development, end-use and
processing attributes, agronomics, production systems, economics, and new
uses for wheat and barley.

The endowments are managed by WSU with distributions made annually
to the research and extension program of the faculty researcher holding the
endowment. These endowments are perpetual and require no further contri-
butions from the WGC to continue funding work on behalf of the wheat and
barley industries and the state’s small grain producers into the future. m



Authors

Surendra Singh

Agronomist and Director, Lind
Dryland Research Station,
Washington State University

Shikha Singh
Soil Scientist, Lind Dryland
Research Station

William Schillinger
Professor Emeritus, Lind Dryland
Research Station

Deirdre Griffin LaHue
Assistant Professor, Department of
Crop and Soil Sciences

Haly Neely
Assistant Professor, Department of
Crop and Soil Sciences

References:

Cogger, C. G, Bary, A. |, Kennedy,
A.C., &Fortuna, A.M. (2013a),
“Long-term crop and soil response
to biosolids applications in dryland
wheat,” Journal of Environmental
Quality, 42(6), 1872-1880. https://doi.
org/10.2134/jeq2013.05.0109

Pi, H., Sharratt, B., Schillinger, W.
F., Bary, A. 1., & Cogger, C. G. (2018),
“Wind erosion potential of a winter
wheat-summer fallow rotation
after land application of biosolids,”
Aeolian Research, 32, 53-59.

WGC REPORTS

Biosolids application during the study at Lind Dryland Research Station. Photo courtesy of William F.
Schillinger.

Tracking biosolids

LONG-TERM AGRONOMIC IMPACTS IN DRYLAND WHEAT SYSTEMS

Wheat production in the dryland region of the Inland Pacific Northwest
(PNW) is strongly reliant on limited rainfall and soil moisture availability.
This dryland region of Eastern Washington receives less than 14 inches of
rainfall annually, and soils in the region are characterized by erosion-prone
and low soil organic carbon (SOC) content. The wheat-fallow system is the
most common cropping system in this region and typically involves tillage
during spring of the fallow period to minimize soil water evaporative loss
during the hot, dry summer. While this rotation results in reliable wheat
yields, it is associated with decline in SOC, increased wind erosion, and
overall degradation of soil health, which are among a few major increasing
concerns among farmers in the region. The reduction in SOC, in turn, contrib-
utes to decreased nutrient cycling, water retention, and overall soil fertility.
To help improve soil health, farmers and researchers are looking into the
feasibility and economics of adding amendments like biosolids, biochar, and
manure, mainly because limited low moisture availability limits how much
crop biomass can be produced and added to soils. Additionally, conservation
tillage (e.g., undercutter tillage, no-tillage, etc.) and crop residue retention can
help in improving SOC, nutrient availability, soil health, and reduce erosion.

In response to these challenges, researchers in the region have been inves-
tigating cost-effective strategies to improve SOC and enhance sustainabil-
ity. One potential alternative that is getting traction is the incorporation of
biosolid fertilizers into soils. Biosolids, produced as by-products of municipal
wastewater treatment, are processed and tested to meet U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency standards. Studies across the U.S. showed that using
biosolids is an effective way to improve soil fertility, SOC, soil water retention,
nutrient availability, and microbial activity and abundance while reducing
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soil erosion and compaction, espe-
cially in dryland wheat systems.
While immediate benefits when
actively applying biosolids have
been researched in the region to
some extent, there is still a lack of
research-based information on the
persistence and residual effects of
biosolids applications (after discon-
tinuation of applications), hereafter
referred as “legacy effects” in the
low precipitation region of the
PNW.

We conducted a study to deter-
mine the legacy effects of biosolids
seven years after the last appli-
cation at the Washington State
University’s Lind Dryland Research
Station. The study was set up in
2012 under a wheat-fallow system
with two fertilizer treatments
including biosolids and synthetic
fertilizers (N+S fertilizers) and
two tillage treatments including
traditional tandem disk and con-
servation undercutter tillage. Both
tillage treatments were applied
immediately after biosolids appli-
cations at 2.8 dry tons per acre (on
dry weight basis to meet two wheat
crops requirements) in mid-April
of 2012 and 2016. Anaerobically
digested and dewatered Class B
biosolids were sourced from the
King County wastewater treatment
plant. For synthetic fertilizer treat-
ment, 50 pounds of nitrogen per
acre and 10 pounds of sulfur per
acre were applied for each wheat
crop as liquid aqua NH3-N and
thiosol S, respectively. Synthetic
fertilizers were injected with the
undercutter in late April. For the
tandem disk treatment, synthetic
N+S was stream-jetted on the sur-
face then immediately incorporated
into the soil. These treatments were
continued until 2019, and after that,
all the plots were tilled, fertilized
with synthetic fertilizer (N+S), and
returned into wheat-fallow rotation.
In 2022, to determine the legacy ef-

42 WHEATLIFE | JANUARY 2025

Table 1: Soil properties in the top 4 inches affected by tillage method

(tandem disk vs. undercutter) and fertilizer type (biosolids vs.
synthetic N+5) seven years after application of biosolids

Fertilizer treatments

Soil Properties Biosolids Synthetic
Total Carbon % 1.15 a* 0.75b
Total Nitrogen % 0.129a 0.093 b
Soil Phosphorus (ppm) 87.6a 27.3b
Soil Sulfur (ppm) 8.87 a 544b
Soil Zinc (ppm) 318a 0.525b
Soil Iron (ppm) 553a 341 b
Soil Manganese (ppm) 16.0a 8.69b
Soil Copper (ppm) 2.06a 0913 b
Soil Magnesium (ppm) 149 b 1.68 a
Soil pH (ppm) 525b 57a
Tillage treatments
Disk Undercut
Soil Magnesium (ppm) 1.54b 1.63 a
Fertilizer and Tillage treatments
Disk Disk Undercut | Undercut
Biosolids | Synthetic | Synthetic | Biosolids
Total Carbon (%) 0.923 b 0.728b 0.769 b 1.37 a
Total Nitrogen (%) 0.106 b 0.0913 b 0.0094 b 0.151a
Soil Potassium (ppm) 930 ab 889 b 998 a 958 ab

*Means followed by small letters show significantly different means
among treatments at p < 0.05 within a row.

fects of previous biosolids application on yields, soft white winter wheat was
seeded in late August 2022.

Soil samples were taken from the top 4 inches of soil and tested for pH, elec-
trical conductivity, nitrate-N, ammonium-N, phosphorus, potassium, calcium,
magnesium, sodium, sulphur, zinc, iron, manganese, copper, boron, total soil
carbon, and total soil nitrogen. (Table 1). Grain yields, spike density, thousand
kernel weight, and straw production (biomass without grain) were measured
from each plot, as well as grain protein. Results showed that seven years
after the last application of biosolids, soil nutrients were significantly higher
compared to synthetic fertilizer. As you can see in Table 1, measured amounts
of soil nutrients ranged from 1.6 times higher for both sulfur and iron, 1.8-fold
for manganese, 2.3 times higher for copper, 3.2 times higher for phosphorus,
and up to 6.1-fold for zinc in the biosolids treatments. Total soil carbon and
nitrogen were higher under biosolids with undercutter tillage than the disk
with synthetic fertilizer.

The biosolids’ legacy effects were also more pronounced on crop responses,
including spike density, grain yield, and straw production that were up to



47% higher (Figure 2). Although
previous studies reported higher
grain protein under biosolids,
the legacy effects of biosolids and
synthetic fertilizers showed simi-
lar grain protein. The increased
straw production under biosolids
can be crucial for the low SOC,
erosion-prone soils of the PNW.
The long-term availability of soil
nutrients from biosolids’ legacy
is likely why grain yield (42%),
straw production (47%), and
spike density (42%) were higher
compared to synthetic fertilizer.
Our study shows that even seven
years after the last application,
biosolids continue to supply both
macro- and micro-nutrients,
making them a cost-effective and
long-lasting option for boosting
soil nutrient availability in the
PNW drylands. Overall, biosol-
ids improved nutrient availabil-
ity, wheat grain yield, and some
yield components even seven
years after the last application.
This study suggests that peri-
odic biosolids application can
enhance soil nutrient availability,
SOC, and grain yields in dryland
wheat systems of PNW.

Ongoing research
at Lind Dryland

Research Station

Currently, I (Surendra Singh)
am working with soil scientist
Dr. Shikha Singh at the Lind

Dryland Research Station to continue tracking more de-
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Figure 2: Responses of wheat grain yields, yield components, grain protein, and straw production
to biosolids and synthetic fertilizers seven years after application of biosolids across both tillage
treatments. Different letters above data boxes denote the significant differences between means based

on LSD at p < 0.05.
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Figure 3: Ongoing research to continue tracking the legacy effects of biosolids in the dryland.
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tailed legacy effects of biosolids applications in dryland
wheat systems such as SOC sequestration, greenhouse
gas emissions, deep soil carbon, nutrient supply, micro-
bial diversity and abundance, microbial activity, carbon
fractions, and overall soil health (Figure 3).

For more information related to this article please refer

to these articles and podcast:

* Wheat Beat Podcast with Drew Lyon, “Digging into
the Legacy in Dryland Research with Dr. Surendra
Singh” (Nov. 4, 2024). Link: https://smallgrains.wsu.

edu/wbp195/

e Schillinger, W. E, Cogger, C. G,, & Bary, A. 1. (2022),

“Biosolids and conservation tillage for rainfed
wheat farming in dry Mediterranean climates.” Soil
and Tillage Research, 223, 105478. Link: https://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/

50167198722001647

* Singh, S,, Singh, S., Schillinger, B., Griffin-LaHue,

D, & Neely, H., “Biosolids in the Dryland Pacific
Northwest Seven Years After Application: Wheat
Yields, Soil Carbon, and Nutrient Availability
Continue to Be Enhanced.” Crops & Soils. 57, 50-55.
Link: https://doi.org/10.1002/crs0.20407 m
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USDA tightens corn, wheat ending stocks

By Allison Thompson
Owner, The Money Farm

For any remaining bulls (those still
holding a positive outlook) in the grain
sector, the December U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) report was a
true Christmas gift with corn, soy-
beans, and wheat rallying higher following its release.
Typically, the December round of USDA data is unevent-
ful with the agency waiting until the January report to
make any aggressive adjustments. This year was differ-
ent, and many of the adjustments can have interesting
implications to futures markets as the calendar turns to
2025, specifically for both corn and wheat markets.

The star of the report was the corn market with U.S.
ending stocks falling well below trade estimates. The
USDA reported 2024-25 U.S. corn ending stocks at a sur-
prising 1.738 billion bushels (BB) versus the average trade
estimate of 1.906 BB. The aggressive 200-million-bushel
(MB) cut was due to two domestic demand adjustments:
exports and ethanol usage. Domestic exports, alone, were
raised by 150 MB while ethanol usage was increased by
50 MB. The export adjustment was the “shock” to the
market as the change all but dispels the recent headlines
of front-loading demand. In the end, the U.S. has less
corn on hand going into 2025 as exports rise to their
second highest level on record.

Global corn ending stocks saw a similar adjustment,
they were cut 7.7 million metric tons (MMT) to 296.4
MMT. The cut was not only due to lower U.S. supplies
but lower production in the EU and Mexico, as well as
higher import demand from Bangladesh, the EU, Mexico,
and Iran. It’s also worth noting that Chinese imports
were cut by 2 MMT, but China’s corn import activity has
essentially been nonexistent. Interestingly, the market
didn’t pay too much attention to this fact. Why? Based on
monthly export totals by destination, Mexico and Japan
have been bigger players in 2024 corn export demand.

In my opinion, that demand looks to remain consis-
tent, especially with the USDA printing proof of their
strengthening demand in recent reports. Overall, it was
an encouraging report for the corn market.

Wheat, believe it or not, actually had a supportive
December USDA report. In a mildly friendly move, the
USDA lowered U.S. wheat ending stocks for 2024-25 to
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795 MB, down from 815 MB in November. Despite a 5
MB increase to projected imports, a 25 MB increase in
wheat exports resulted in a cut of 20 MB from the U.S.
balance sheet. The export demand adjustments stemmed
from higher-than-expected sales and shipments of white
wheat to east Asian markets, which gained 15 MB of the
25 MB increase. The remainder of the increased export
demand was divided between soft red winter and hard
red spring wheat. Hard red spring wheat demand is
hard to ignore with the USDA increasing imports for the
wheat class and local basis firming. With lower quality
wheat in the heart of the growing region this year, the
cash price will be the true determinant of continuing
demand. So far, it remains supportive.

Global wheat ending stocks for 2024-25 were raised
slightly despite lower global production. The USDA
made notable lower production adjustments to both
the EU and Brazil based on harvest data, but global
trade was also lowered in anticipation of Russia’s newly
imposed export quota. As a result, global wheat ending
stocks were reported .3 MMT higher, but still remain
at their tightest level since 2015-16 at 2579 MMT. At this
point, the global wheat market is trying to outguess
Russia, not only on teeter tottering production estimates
but also on the implications it could have on global de-
mand. Unfortunately, the back-and-forth narrative isn’t
going away anytime soon with the dormancy period flip
flopping outlooks. I have said it before, and I will say it
again, winter wheat has the nine lives of a cat. It can die
nine times and still come back for a 10th. Be prepared.

As of mid-December, corn and wheat markets have
been trading alongside one another. Historically, both
corn and wheat tend to correlate. Corn follows wheat and
vice versa. Not in tandem or equal steps, but the mar-
ket movement has coincided more often than not. This
makes both the corn and wheat markets important to
understand going forward as they could have market im-
plications to one another. With that, if you're bullish (op-
timistic about higher prices) corn, you may, in turn, have
to be bullish wheat. If you're bullish wheat, you may, in
fact, have to be bullish corn. This is not always the case,
but currently, the fundamentals (supply and demand) for
both markets appear to be matching. U.S. ending stocks
for both commodities are slipping with demand being an
important piece of futures price discovery.

Good or bad, demand data is released weekly by the



USDA. Both export inspections and export sales reports
will be the proof in proving or denying the current
USDA estimates. While the numbers can sway weekly,
especially around the holidays, the trade is always look-
ing for a trend. Right now, export demand for both corn
and wheat has been strong. That trend needs to continue
over the coming months to keep futures prices sup-
ported. Unfortunately, potential trade policy changes
and geopolitical tensions are unknowns looming over
both corn and wheat markets. Arguments can be made
on whether or not any come to fruition, but I will cer-
tainly be keeping an eye on all major trade partnerships
moving forward. Any headline pertaining to these topics
has the potential to support or completely crumble the
current outlook.

Ultimately, supply and demand remain key to both
fundamental (supply and demand) and technical (chart
pattern) outlooks. From a technical or charting perspec-
tive, the recent action has sparked conversations about
a possible “new plateau” in grain prices, meaning grain
markets may not trade to levels experienced in previous
years. This is certainly a point worth exploring with cur-
rent prices at or near four-year lows. At this point, cur-
rent prices have the potential to be new long-term lows (a
“new plateau”) or a temporary peak that will be followed
by a downhill return to prices we haven't seen in the
past four to five years. In the case of corn, the market
may be proving the “new plateau” theory over the past
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six months. The August low in corn was printed at $3.72
in the front month contract when the projected carryout
was near 2 BB. The corn market and balance sheet are
well off both of those levels now. If the action is proving
a “new plateau,” wheat will need to follow suit. With
demand and production issues materializing, it may be a
matter of time before the wheat market follows the corn
market’s trend higher.

Talking with clients, the tone has changed with many
feeling a bit more optimistic than before. I get it. Grains
are coming off four-year lows, and the latest USDA
report was supportive, which has sparked some market
optimism. Is there more fuel to put on the fire? In my
opinion, it depends on continued demand and the posi-
tion of large speculators (the Funds). Grains are cheap
compared to the stock market, and the Funds certainly
have the power to push prices higher. Remember, we
now know why the Funds were holding a net long
corn position (betting on higher prices) ahead of the
December report while remaining net short (betting on
lower prices) on wheat. With that, it will be interesting to
see if they flip these short positions to add to their recent
winner. I'm optimistic. m

Allison Thompson is the owner of The Money Farm, a grain
marketing advisory service located in Ada, Minn. She is also
still actively involved in her family’s grain farm, where her
husband and father grow corn, soybeans, and wheat.
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Washington ag by the numbers

Washington crop production value dropped in 2023; wheat falls to 6th

From the National Agricultural Statistics Service

The value of Washington’s 2023 agricultural production
totaled $14 billion, up almost 6% from the previous record
high of $13.2 billion in 2022. The value of Washington’s
crop production in 2023 was $7.71 billion, down about
10% from the record high value of $8.56 billion in 2022.
The value of livestock production in 2023 totaled $4.35
billion, up nearly 5% from the previous year. The value of
livestock production was a new record high following the
2022 record high.

Apples remain the leading agricultural commodity in
the state, with a 2023 value of $1.99 billion, down 4% from
the previous year’s value of production of $2.07 billion.

In 2023, apples represented 14% of the total agricultural
value, down from 16% of the total share in 2022. Cattle
and calves value of production climbed to second in the
state rankings from fourth in 2022. The record high value
of cattle and calves in 2023 was $1.33 billion, up 30% from
the previous year. Milk dropped into third position when

compared to 2022, with a value of production totaling
$1.33 billion in 2023, down 21% from 2022. Potatoes’ value
of production was up 23% from the previous year with a
record high value of production of $1.16 billion, ranking
fourth in the state. Hay value of production rounded out
the top five with $861 million, down 4% from 2022.

The top five commodities had a combined value of $6.68
billion, or 48% of the 2023 value for all commodities (ex-
cluding government payments). The same five commodi-
ties in 2022 had a combined value of $6.61 billion, 50% of
the total value.

All wheat value of production dropped from third to
sixth rank in 2023, with value of production at $672 mil-
lion, a 43% decrease from the record high of $1.71 billion
in 2022. Among all wheat-producing states, Washington
ranked second in production in 2023, producing 7.6% of
the nation’s wheat. Kansas was the leading wheat-produc-
ing state in 2023.

Eight of the top 10 commodities decreased from the

Rank Value of production Change

Commodity 2023 | 2022 2021 2022 2023 2023/2022
(1,000 dollars) (1,000 dollars) (1,000 dollars) (percent)

Apples 1 1 2,007,502 2,067,829 1,991,918 -3.7
Cattle and Calves 2 4 857,601 1,023,989 1,332,089 30.1
Milk! 3 2 1,209,744 1,678,291 1,331,722 -20.7
Potatoes 4 5 712,442 942,651 1,160,712 23.1
Hay, all 5 6 601,794 899,495 861,760 -4.2
Wheat, all 6 3 756,838 1,171,388 672,207 -42.6
Eggs 7 8 184,441 459,707 405,894 -11.7
Hops 8 9 482,267 434,460 405,767 -6.6
Onions 9 7 292,982 504,913 383,662 -24.0
Grapes, all 10 12 300,420 394,865 309,299 -21.7
Value of crop production 6,982,057 8,560,704 7,712,567 -9.9
Value of livestock production 2,998,882 4,156,609 4,345,473 4.5
Farm-related income? 264,888 508,937 1,892,870 2719
Total value of production, all commodities | 10,245,827 13,226,250 13,950,910 5.5
Walue at average returns per 100 pounds of milk in combined marketings of milk and cream plus value of milk used for home consumption and milk
fed to calves.
2Includes forest service products sold and other farm-related sources of income published in USDA Economic Research Service’s Farm Income and
Wealth Data.

46

WHEAT LIFE | JANUARY 2025




record high value of production in 2022. While all grapes s _ns
entered the top 10 in 2023 with a value of production of You I RU ral P o pe rty SpeCIa I ISt
$309 million, this is down 22% from the record high in Farmland, timberland, recreational
2022 of $395 million. Egg value of production dropped 12% properties, Lake Roosevelt and homes
from the record high value of production in 2022 of $460 - onacreage!

million but remained in the top ten in 2023. Onion value of
production was $383 million, down 24% from the record
high in 2022 of $504 million. Hops value of production of
$405 million dropped 7% from 2022 but was still ranked
eighth in the state.

I work all over Eastern Washington. I
am a farm land owner in Lincoln and
Whitman counties; I know the markets!
To BUY or SELL property, call me!

Contact Greg Schuster, Broker
Rural Property Sales coLDweLL
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson i

realtordad@aol.com 509-993-2545 TOMLINSON

Other notable commodities that declined in value
in 2023 were blueberries, down 57% to $78 million.
Raspberries were down 43%, with a value of production
of $76 million in 2023. Sweet cherry value of production of

$290 million, is down 27% from 2022.

While several commodities decreased from 2022, other YO u R 0 N E-STU P AG sn u Hc E!
notable commodities outside the top 10 increased in value - sales & superiﬂr serViGe -
in 2023. The value of sweet corn increased 8%, with value -
of production at $123 million in 2023. Dry bean value of
production increased to $43.9 million, up 17% from 2022.
Green pea value of production increased by 9%, with a
value of production of $39.1 million. Barley value of pro-
duction at $36.3 million in 2023 increased 16% from 2022. m

B E H l N D E VE R Y Tractors comhines- Tillage < Drills
Sprayers ¢ Precision Ag
“JTI, Your Agricultural Hub of the Inland Empire.”

L

JONES TRUCK
& IMPLEMENT

- Evenings: Colfax, WA Walla Walla, WA

Dan Hebling  509-336-1346 Located on Hwy 26 304 N 9th Street
Rena Olson  509-956-3110 509-397-4371 509-525-6620

Nic Mayer 509-385-3895 1-800-831-0896 1-800-525-6620
Tyler Elstad ~ 509-540-9009

-

Designing and manufacturing top-quality AGPROINC.COM www.jtii.com CASE M
- : ] 112 Airway Ave. -
seed, fertilizer, and chemical equipment Lewiston, ID 83501 jti@colfax.com RETHINK PRODUCTIVITY

for over 30 years. (208) 746-2212
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A fair look at farm lease renewals

By Tim Cobb finished product is delivered and priced. Many budgetary plans that appeared
Owner, The Farmland Company sustainable at the beginning of the growing season have instead ended shorter

A shift is underway among opera- than expected, which has many searching for a path to financial stability.
tors and owners of farmland across Careful consideration of the following three points willbe
the country that is directly impact- required by farmland owners and operators who wishto %, l -
ing farm lease agreements. External succeed through current and future challenges: 1
financial factors (cost of machinery, Finding fairness through clear communica- Yo ®
capital, inputs, and labor) once tion. While not always easy, communication {‘;‘"} = C)’J
thought to be “transitory” are set- is the key to finding equitable approaches and Q " £
tling more into reality as many cast long-term stability in farm lease agreements. % = }I’
their projections for the coming crop Oftentimes, however, heightened emotions g 4 : ; 5%
year. These factors are setting the and individual personalities can distort the 4 f;. 4 2 I{.
stage for what may prove to be dif- best way to express the true challengesorop- 4 4 2y
ficult conversations with long-term portunities that are happening in real time. § 3 X
relationships and lease arrange- There can be no question that the land and § g R
ments. Fairness from both parties at its best productive capabilities are impor- e
this inflection point will be key to tant to the operator and owner alike.

future success.

The genesis of a “fair look” will be con-
Rlsmg costs vs. sistent open communication based in trust. This trust is
dimini shing prices built over time and includes operators who may need

. . . to ask for reductions or modifications to rental rates during challenging times,

The financial headwinds of the . . o .

K . but at the same time, extend commitment to consider Increasing percentages

preceding 24 months have lingered . . . . .
. and rental rates in more prosperous commodity periods. In all things, fairness
longer and, in some cases, cut deeper . . .
begets fairness, which leads to durational success for leased farmland.

than operators would have hoped.

As in many industries, the agricul-
ture complex has experienced a non-
linear path from seed to when the

Farm lease balance. Some of the shifts that the market is currently experienc-
ing include modifications to traditional farm lease agreements. Fixed rate, cash
rental, and crop share structures are being scrutinized in the market to find the
right entry points to value. This scrutiny is based on financial and economic im-
plications on the input cost side of production with the largest impacts coming
to inequitable break-even points for a bushel of grain.

S_ponsored by the. Current lease structures that are finding traction in the market now include
Ag"cu'tural Marketlng an agreement with a reasonable base percentage that allows for flexibility
& Management and upside when commodity prices improve. This often includes percentage
Orga nization. increases to production share based at certain price points for the commodity
. . grown. For example, a 25% NET of production expenses crop share lease may be

For more information and appropriate when local wheat prices are in the $5 (local price) per bushel range

a schedule of classes visit but could flex to 28% NET when grain prices achieve $6 (local price) per bushel
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/ or better. A further shift could potentially be included in the lease terms to al-

low room to reach a more traditional 30% NET level when the price point is at or
above $7 (local price) per bushel, with each farm deriving its own starting point

as well as variation for price thresholds.
O The key is achieving a balanced approach that will provide more current mar-
® ket movements and achievable results that won’t cause production deficiencies

Agricuitural Marketing & Massgrocat Orgasication or adverse impacts to the land.
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Sustainable crop production processes. In challeng-
ing times, short term management decisions can start to
impact long term sustainability of the land. The tendency
may lead to an operator shortening the care of the farm
either by reducing soil health activities, modifying crop
rotation, or lessening crop protection protocols to find
profitability.

Mom and dad always said, “When you take care of
the land, it will always take care of you,” and that sage
wisdom rings true in good or challenging financial times.
Owners and operators of farmland have a moment to act
in the best interest of the land.

As always in farming, NOW is the best time to ensure
input decisions and leasing structures to allow for the dirt
to continue to provide into the future as it has in the past.
This is best achieved by encouraging fairness among the
parties, balance in leasing, and sustainability practices for
the soil. m

Tim Cobb is a farm kid from Eastern Washington and is

the owner of Farmland Company, based in Spokane, Wash.
Farmland Company specializes in direct farmland manage-
ment, real estate brokerage, and consulting across the Pacific
Northwest. For more information, visit the company’s website
at farmlandcompany.com.

ENGINES FOR SALE

REBUILT & USED DIESEL ENGINES

Cat » Cummins ¢ Detroit « IH ¢ Case ¢ John Deere

CUMMINS ISX, long blocK............covvverrecreeerererennnnn. CALL
CUMMINS N14, Celect Plus, long block...... Exch $16,500
CUMMINS BIG CAM, long block ................ Exch *13,500

NOW OFFERING CUMMINS ISB HIGH
PERFORMANCE OVERHAULKITS ......................CALL

AERVOE FLEET & ENGINE PAINT IN STOCK!

(800) 362-2387 (509) 534-1112
N. 322 Eastern, Spokane, WA 99212
www.younkerbros.com

DIESEL & TRUCK

MEDIUM & HEAVY DUTY DRIVE TRAIN

REBUILD CENTER

Parts ¢ CustomRepair * Sales ¢ Service

* Transmissions
« Differentials
» Exchange Units

{}i}

[INLAND GEAR|

(800) 366-5962 (509) 534-7818
6505 E. Valleyway, Spokane, WA 99212

FREIGHT HAULING
STORAGE TANKS
FUEL

Baker City, OR
2885 13th Street
541-523-4779

Walla Walla, WA

Chevron

Redmond, OR 1205 N. 11th
213 E. Antler Ave  509.527-3400
541-548-1035 1-800-572-8900

LaGrande, OR Pendleton, OR

804 21st Street 513 S.W. 6th
541-963-4932 541-276-3361
www.byrnesoil.com

Clean Grain &
Return Elevators

12 Gauge Construction

2.5X Stronger than OEM

For newer model CaselH Combines

Custom Welding © Fuel Tanks
On-Site Millwright Work
Custom-Made Combine Parts

Equipment Repairs © Tool Boxes
Custom Truck Bodies and Flatbeds
All Types of Custom Design Work

CALL JUSTIN MILLER TODAY!

509-235-5711 OR 509-993-2890 ccll
16716 W. SR 904  Cheney, Wa

www.jandmfabrication.com
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;'L‘b It was a tight squeeze but Riley (7), Aiden (%) and Sloan Schafer
e (2) helped out during harvest on Windy Acres Farms near
-~ Kahlotus. Photo by Andrew Schafer.
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Ewail pictures to “ g
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all children. ST

Michelle Praetorius Ovens and Br‘an'don'-
Ovens at Duck Creek Farwms outside of = e s
Odessa. Photo by Jared Prae’ronus -'.."—.,
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e

: Helpmg grandpa are Arlelgh Fox (9) e
Rewington Fox (3), and Lucie Fox (9) = = =
on the Fox family farm in Shano. The: ‘:‘.‘& A
-~ farm was started by Medford R. Fox m
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All dates and times are subject to change.
Please verify event before heading out.

JANUARY 2025

7 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

7-8 2025 CROPPING SYSTEMS
CONFERENCE. Three Rivers Convention
Center in Kennewick, Wash. Registration
and more info at directseed.org

15-16 2025 NORTHWEST HAY EXPO.
Three Rivers Convention Center,
Kennewick, Wash. For information visit
wa-hay.org/northwest-hay-expo.html

17-26 LAKE CHELAN WINTERFEST. An
event for the whole family! Ice sculptures,
fireworks, ice slide, and more! Chelan,
Wash. lakechelan.com/winterfest/

18 WINTERFEST. Experience the fun and
excitement of winter games in Deer Park!
A community celebration with events for
the whole family. Deer Park, Wash.
facebook.com/DPWAKiwanis/?fref=tag

19-21 OLYMPIA DAYS. WAWG's annual
advocacy trip to Olympia needs grower
participation from every county. Call the
WAWG office at (509) 659-0610.

24 WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION
BOARD MEETING. 9 a.m. at the Marriott
Residence Inn in Pullman, Wash. (509)
456-248]1.

28 ALL THINGS WEEDS. AMMO
workshop with Henry Wetzel, Drew
Lyons, Doug Finkelnburg, and Ian Burke.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. at the
Courtyard by Marriott in Pullman, Wash.
Lunch is provided. No charge for WAWG
members; cost for nonmembers is $25.
Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610 or
print out and mail form at
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

FEBRUARY 2025

4-6 SPOKANE AG SHOW. The larg-
est farm machinery show in the Inland
Northwest. More than 250 agriculture
suppliers and service companies all
under one roof. Held at the Spokane
Convention Center. agshow.org

11 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

13 FARM BILL UPDATE. AMMO webinar
with the National Association of Wheat
Growers, Thursday, Feb. 13, beginning at
11:30 a.m. wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

19 NRCS AND FSA UPDATE. AMMO
workshop. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.
at the Lions Club building in Washtucna,
Wash. Lunch is provided. No charge for
WAWG members; cost for nonmembers is
$25. Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610
or print out and mail form at
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

20 GLOBAL AND LOCAL WHEAT
MARKETS. AMMO workshop with
Alison Thompson, owner of The Money
Farm, and Washington State University’s
Randy Fortenbery. Registration begins
at 9:30 a.m. at the Hampton Inn Garden
Springs in Spokane, Wash. Lunch is pro-
vided. No charge for WAWG members;
cost for nonmembers is $25. Preregister
by calling (509) 659-0610 or print and mail
form at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

271 NRCS AND FSA UPDATE. AMMO
workshop. Registration begins at 9:30
am. at the USDA headquarters in
Spokane Valley, Wash. Lunch is provided.
No charge for WAWG members; cost for
nonmembers is $25. Preregister by calling
(509) 659-0610 or print and mail form at
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

27 ASKIN EARNEST. AMMO workshop
with Darla Tyler-McSherry focusing on
mental health. Registration begins at 9:30
a.m. at the Hampton Inn-Garden Springs
in Spokane, Wash. Lunch is provided.

No charge for WAWG members; cost for
nonmembers is $25. Preregister by calling
(509) 659-0610 or print and mail form at
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/ m

Submissions

Email listing to editor@wawg.org.

Include date, time and location,
contact info, and short description.

Unique Volumes for Anyone who
has Agriculture in their Blood

$29 each

“The story of artists, authors, and composers
who since time immemorial have expressed the
primacy of agrarian responsibility for the well-
being of individual souls and society writ large.”
—By Richard Scheuerman with contributions by
Alex McGregor and John Clement

Find out more at triticumpress.com
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CHROME ALLOY WEAR PARTS

R & H Machine offers an extensive line of Chrome Alloy rod weeder wear
parts that fit most brands and models. We sell sprockets, wear collars,
spools, wear blocks and boot points. All of our parts are cast of High Chrome
Alloy to give many years of reliable service.

Proudly

made in the

USA

R & H Machine - 115 Roedel Ave - Caldwell, ID
1-800-321-6568
www.rhmachine.com
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ENGINEERING COMPANY

DRY FERTILIZER EQUIPMENT
Nurse Boxes
Belt Loaders
Truck Spreaders
Hydraulic Drill Fills
C-200 Cleaners/Treaters
Brush Augers

509-535-3051
1404 N. Regal Spokane, WA

barberengineering.com

yY4FARM & HOME SUPPLY %
N 388-643-3395 * 509-843-3395 W

www.fhsupply.com Pomeroy, WA

WINTER SALE!

NEW KIOTI RX7320PS, cab, loader, 82"
QA bucket

NEW KIOTI-DK6010SE HST, deluxe cab,
loader w/QA72" bucket

NEW KIOTI-CX2510 HST, 25hp, cab,
loader w/ 50" bucket, mid-mount

»*

Dreaming up the ideal retirement is
your job. Helping you get there is ours.

KIOTI CK3520SEHCB, cab, loader w/
QA66" bucket

KIOTI CK3520SE, ROPS, loader .......CALL

NEW KIOTI CK2620SE cab tractor w/

We're excited to hear from you.

loader, 66" QA bucket
NEW KIOTI CK2620, ROPS, loader, 66"
QA bucket
KIOTI KB2485 Backhoe
; Attachment
Hank Worden Harry Van Dyken Ryan Brault CFP* Dean E. Roy AAMS® Joe Behler AAMS®
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
109 S. Second Avenue 1329 Aaron Drive 3616 W. Court St. Ste. | 1024 16th Avenue, Ste.C 11707 E Sprague Avenue ASK ABOUT ZERO DOWN,
Walla Walla, WA 99362 Richland, WA 99352 Pasco, WA 99301 Lewiston, ID 83501 Ste. 103
509-529-9900 509-943-2920 509-545-8121 208-798-4742 Spokane Valley WA 99206 0% INTEREST FINANC’NG
800-964-3558 888-943-2920 888-545-8126 509-927-8033

o
KioTi

NEW GREAT PLAINS TURBOMAX

Greg Bloom Beau Melton AAMS® Joy Behen Ryan Hamilton Brian E. Bailey AAMS®

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor 30', l‘O"iI’Ig Spike harrow and roIIing
Professional Mall | | 609 S. Washington 6115 Burden Blvd. Ste. A 650 SE Bishop Blvd 931 6th Street H H
1260 SE Bishop BIvd. Ste.C Ste. 203 Pasco, WA 99301 Ste. 130 Clarkston, WA 99403 baSke_t harrow to firm the soil, has
Pullman, WA 99163 Moscow, ID 83843 509-542-1626 Pullman, WA 99163 509-758-8731 20-inch TURBO Coulter Blades.
509-332-1564 208-882-1234 877-542-1626 509-339-7090 866-758-9595 TRUE VERTICAL TILLAGE

1993 JD 8870 4WD tractor
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AGPRO ......ciiiiiiiiiiiint, 47 Edward Jones................... R&H Machine .................. 52
AgraSyst.......coeviiiiiiiinnt, 55  Eljay Oil Company............... Spectrum Crop Development ... 31
Albaugh ...l 56  Farm & Home Supply............ 53 Spokane Ag Show............... 21
Bank of Eastern Washington..... 29  Great Plains Equipment .......... 7 StateBank...................... 14
Barber Engineering ............. 53  J&MFabrication................ 49 T&SSales..............iall 31
BASF .. 5 JonesTruck & Implement........ 47  TankmaX..........oeviiiiiiinn 33
BiglronRepair.................. 14 Kincaid Real Estate.............. 34  TessenderloKerley.............. 1
Butch Booker ................... 34  Limagrain.............oooenenn.. 23 Tri-StateSeed................... 32
Byrnes Oil Company............. 49  McGuire, DeWulf, Triticum Press................... 52
Class 8 Trucks ................ 19,34 Kragt & Johnson.............. 34  Vantage-PNW................... 17
COENnergy ....ooovvvvnnnnnnnnn. 54  Mike'sAuto...............oo.l 54  Washington Wheat Foundation.. 21
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson...... 47 Northwest First Realtors......... 33 WestBred ...l 15
ColemanOil .................... 33  Odessa Trading Company ....... 17 WesternInsurance .............. 32
Correll’s Scale Service ........... 29  Photosyntech................... 19  Washington State Crop

Corteva Agriscience............. 13 PNW Farmers Cooperative........ 9 Improvement Association..... 18
Country Financial ............... 34  Pomeroy Grain Growers......... 29  Younker Brothers................ 49

Thank you to all of our advertisers. Support those who support your industry.

2006 Peterhilt 379 8 11 2 w Disc Ripper B8

Cat C15 13 speed, new big core Teeth are in good shape, plus new teeth
radiator, 550 hp, low miles, very clean  and miscellaneous other parts included
$72,000 $9500
o B - - (i = = o -
e INeed
T ¢ Servmg ALL Your Fue Nee S
N ; 40’ ...Plus Quality
: hovel D rain Truller — v &
nternational 7100 S 2025 Neville 6 4 A B¢ V4 Lubricants
with movers, 3’ 10" spacing, V-packer  Roll-up tarp, 2 hopper, spring suspension Pasco 509-457-3326 Oroville  509-476-3610
wheels, new points $10,500 $248,950 509-806-7676 Priest River 208-448-1812
Boise 509-375-7767 Ritzville 509-659-1532
Connell 509-234-3311  Spokane 509-535-1534
Milton Freewater 541-938-3864 Sunnyside  509-837-5274

Moses Lake 509-770-0769 Yakima 509-453-3920

) 725—1755 }qhg EﬁER@,,Y xrblﬂsm.r

rry R E. (509
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THE
COMPLETE
ADJUVANT
alalEM

ALL

A
ONE

For Purchase—
See Your Local Ag Dealer or Contact Chase Boman: 801.791.7186

P, Ag ra
N\ y Premium Spray Adjuvants
oQrasyst.com




RIGHT FROM
THE START.

FARMER-FOUNDED SPIRIT IS BEHIND EVERYTHING WE DO.

When he founded the company 45 years ago, lowa farmer Dennis Albaugh wanted more options
to protect his crops from seed to harvest. Today, Albaugh remains rooted in helping farmers make
the most of every acre. And our seed treatments continue to deliver on that farmer-founded spirit,

providing high-quality, competitively priced offers — right for the seed, right for you.

ALBAUGH

your alternative

LEARN MORE AT ALBAUGHST.COM
ELEVATING THE SCIENCE OF SEED TREATMENT."
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