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President’s Perspective

I Grower involvement matters
A8

By Jeff Malone
President, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

In the midst of global uncertainty, volatile markets,
shifting regulations, and a growing disconnect between
consumers and producers, there’s one thing I believe more
than ever: grower involvement matters. It matters because
our voices are needed now more than ever. Farming com-
munities are shrinking. Many small and mid-sized opera-
tions have disappeared. Corporate ownership and large-
scale land buys are changing the face of agriculture, and we’re losing not just acres
but also the personal stories, values, and traditions that have long defined the
American farmer. That’s exactly why we need to be out there showing up, speak-
ing up, and making sure our side of the story is told, not by folks who haven't
lived this life, but by us, the people who are living it every day. When we don't
speak, others will speak for us, and more often than not, they get it wrong,.

I've been asked on more than one occasion if I actually write these monthly ar-
ticles or if someone else does it for me. I write every word, because I want readers
to hear directly from a farmer — not from an editor, not from someone unfamiliar
with the ag industry, but from someone who's in the thick of it. Someone who's
poured blood, sweat, and tears into the soil. Someone who knows firsthand the
challenges and triumphs that come with this life. I believe that matters.

Being involved with the Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG)
has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my career. It’s not just about
knowing what’s happening, it’s about being on the front line of it. When news
breaks, whether it’s policy shifts, tariffs, or funding changes, I'm not reading about
it secondhand. I'm part of the conversation, and that’s given me the chance to
make better decisions for my farm and my family. But more than that, it’s about
the people. The relationships I've built through WAWG have been incredibly
meaningful. From D.C. to Olympia to Ritzville, I've met farmers, lawmakers, and
ag leaders who are all working toward the same goal — to make sure the future of
farming in Washington is viable and strong. That’s not just inspiring, it’s energiz-
ing. It reminds me that we're not alone, and that there’s still a great deal of respect
out there for what we do, as long as we're willing to tell our stories.

We are a dying breed. I don’t say that to be dramatic, I say it because it’s true.
The numbers don't lie. But instead of fading quietly, I believe we should be step-
ping up, because the fewer of us there are, the more vital it is that we are involved.
Every active farmer carries more weight today than ever before. And when we
step up, when we get involved, we create a ripple effect that can reach far beyond
our fields and fence lines.

If you've ever thought about getting involved with WAWG, the Washington
Grain Commission, or the Washington Wheat Foundation, now is the time. When
you're involved, you're not just informed, you're influencing the future of wheat
farming in Washington. Your story matters. Your voice matters. And your per-
spective might just be the one that changes a conversation.

I never expected this role to be as fulfilling as it has been. But it’s shown me that
being a farmer today means more than producing wheat. It means advocating for
our way of life, defending our rural communities, and ensuring that agriculture
has a future in this state and in this country. Let’s make sure Washington’s wheat
growers are not just part of the conversation, but leading it. =

Cover photo: Ecology wants riparian zones; growers want data that shows exactly what is happening
in Spring Flat Creek. See page 20. All photos are Shutterstock images or taken by Wheat Life staff unless
otherwise noted.
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WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please check level of membership

Thank you to our

[ Student $90 1 Family $250 (up to 2 members)
O Grower $150 O Partnership $600 (up to 5 partners) cu rrent mem ers
O Landlord $150 O Convention $720

We fight every day to ensure that life on the
family farm continues to prosper and grow.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

O Industry Associate $250 O Lifetime $3,000

Name

Farm or Business

Address = % = '§ S
gw 9 =
City g2 822 858 .
E%g"E:aEm\:égg
$E SR SEEESg 25
State Zip 52 = 25 £E£ =& &=
Producer/Landowners (Voting Membership)
Phone Fax Grower or Landlord $150 X X X X
Family $250
Emal (2 family mc.embers) X X X X
Partner.shlp $600 X X X X X
— - (1-5 family members)
County Affiliation (if none, write state) Convention $720
G (2 individuals) X X X X X
ircle all that apply: —
Producer Landlord Individual IndustryRep. BusinessOwner Student Other Lifetime $3,000 X X X X X
(Tindividual)
WAWG - 109 East First Ave. « Ritzville, WA 99169. Non-Voting Membership
Or call 509-659-0610 and use your credit card to enroll by phone. Student $90 X X X
Industry Associate $250 X X X

WAWG's current top priorities are:

Preserving the lower Snake River dams. Maintaining a strong, reliable safety net
Fighting mandatory climate/carbon by preserving crop insurance and making
regulations. sure farm commodity programs work.

Lobbying the state Legislature for a Maintaining a safe, sound transportation
seasonal overtime exemption. system that includes rail, river and roads.

If these priorities are important to you, your family and your farm operation,
join WAWG today and help us fight.

More member benefits:
e Greensheet ALERTS e WAWG updates
e \/oice to WAWG through opinion surveys iy
* National Wheat Grower updates i . >0 \?vsa,?,vgﬁé(fax)
e State and national legislative updates WHEAT GROWERS

109 East First Ave.
Ritzville, WA 99169
509-659-0610

Call or visit
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ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

Growers testify in state committee hearings

On March 31, Michelle
Hennings, executive director of
the Washington Association of
Wheat Growers, testified in front
of the Washington State Senate
Ways and Means Committee
opposing SB 5794, which would
eliminate tax preferences
for transporting agricultural
commodities.

Hennings told the commit-
tee that the elimination of these
provisions threatens the viability JICHELLE IENMINGE
of the state’s wheat industry by WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF WHEAT GROWERS
. . . .15 SENATE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE
imposing a new public utility tax
on the transportation of grain
to market. More than 90% of

Washington’s wheat is exported; to be viable. Farmers are price takers and cannot pass on

most of it travels to ports on the West Coast. costs. We need this tax preference to remain competitive.”
“If this tax preference is eliminated, essentially, wheat The committee reinstated the tax preferences for trans-

will be taxed at every stage of transportation, and it will porting ag commodities before passing the bill out of

be farmers who are forced to eat this cost,” Hennings said. committee on April 18. The bill passed out of the Senate on

“Farmers are already operating on razor-thin margins and April 19.

barely breaking even. For example, farmers are getting On March 25, Grant County wheat grower Ryan Poe

around $5 for a bushel of wheat, and it costs them current-
ly an average of 85 cents to transport that wheat to market.
Rising input costs are making it harder for our industry

“PUBLIC HEARING
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.LEG WA GOV
SEMATE ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
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testified before the Washington State Senate Committee
on Environment, Energy and Technology in support of HB

1912, concerning the exemption
for fuels used for agricultural pur-
poses in the Climate Commitment
Act.

Poe told the committee most
wheat farmers are now able to get
carbon fee-free fuel and acknowl-
edged the work the Washington
State Department of Licensing
has done on establishing a rebate
program for farmers who paid
those fees in 2023 and 2024. One
of the ag industry’s main pri-
orities for the bill is to make the
exemption for fuels used for the
purpose of transporting agricul-
tural products on public highways
permanent. Unfortunately, the
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WA WAWG AT WORK

current bill doesn’t do that, but it does push the exemption
out through December 2029. Wheat growers are also sup-
porting language in the bill that defines the Columbia and
Snake rivers as public highways.

“... We agree with Ecology’s interpretation of “public
highways” to include public waterways for the on-road
exemption. Barges transporting our wheat on the Snake
and Columbia rivers are critical, and each one takes about
134 trucks off the road,” Poe said.

The bill passed the Senate on April 16 with minor
changes. The House must agree to the Senate changes be-
fore it goes to Gov. Ferguson to sign. See page 14 for more
legislative updates. m

May board meeting scheduled

The next Washington Association of Wheat Growers’

(WAWG) board meeting will take place on May 13, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at the Washington Wheat Foundation
annex building in Ritzville, Wash. WAWG board meetings
are open to the public. m

Ag tuel rebate program
extended to cover 2024

The Washington State Department of Licensing (DOL)
announced they are expanding the Agriculture Support
Program to producers and transporters who purchased
fuel for agricultural purposes between Jan. 1, 2024, and
Dec. 31, 2024.

Producers and transporters of agricultural products
who paid a surcharge on fuel used for exempt purposes
are eligible. The surcharge was imposed by a fuel supplier

BENTON COUNTY FARM FAIR. Marci Green (left), chair of the Washington Association of Wheat Growers’ (WAWG) Public Information Committee, and
Andrea Cox, WAWG conservation coordinator, spent a day sharing wheat's story with Tri-Cities fourth graders at the 2025 Farm Fair, organized by the
Franklin County Farm Bureau.
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or retailer as a result of the Cap and Invest program. If
a producer did not pay the surcharge because they have
an agreement with their fuel supplier or retailer, they
may not qualify. When applying, producers will need to
provide:

¢ Individual and/or business details.

* Gallons of fuel used to produce and/or transport agri-
cultural products for the 2024 calendar year.

* Type of agricultural products produced and/or
transported.

* Documentation to ensure you are an agricultural pro-
ducer and/or transporter.

Qualifying agricultural producers and transporters can
apply online or by mailing in a paper application, both
found at https://dol.wa.gov/agriculture-support-program.
Paper applications may take up to 10-14 days longer to
process due to mailing and manual handling. =

Washington wheat sends
letter to trade ambassador

In March, Michelle Hennings, executive director of the
Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG),
and Casey Chumrau, CEO of the Washington Grain
Commission (WGC), sent a letter to Ambassador Jamieson
Greer from the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) expressing concerns regarding proposed actions
under Section 301 in response to Chinese vessel domi-
nance, including proposed port entrance fees.

“Our competitive edge lies in the excellent milling and
baking quality of our wheat and the reliability of timely
delivery. Like all U.S. wheat, Washington is rarely the
low-cost wheat supplier. However, many of our markets
are cost-sensitive and additional costs inadvertently in-
flicted by the proposed 301 actions would depress prices,
decrease export demand, and negatively impact farmers
already facing a challenging economic environment,” the
letter said.

With prices already below break-even, Washington
farmers cannot take another hit. Many of the inputs used
to grow wheat are sourced from overseas, and any cost
increase to ship those inputs will be passed through to the
farmer who does not have the ability to pass cost increases
on. The economic impact of Washington’s agriculture
industry is substantial. In 2022, the Washington wheat
industry alone contributed over $3.1 billion to the state’s
economy and supported thousands of jobs. About half
of the U.S. wheat crop is exported each year, including
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Are you receiving your ALERT?

With their annual membership, Washington
Association of Wheat Growers members can re-
ceive industry updates through the weekly digital
Greensheet ALERT via email. If you are not receiving
this ALERT, either we don’t have your current email
address, or our ALERT is going into your spam folder.
Call our office at (509) 659-0610 to make sure we have
your current email address. m

around 90% of wheat grown in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and parts of Montana.

Both of the wheat industry’s national organizations, U.S.
Wheat Associates (USW) and the National Association of
Wheat Growers (NAWG), also raised concerns to USTR.
Besides the entrance port fees, growers were worried
about the mandate to transport U.S. goods on U.S.-built
vessels, saying that such requirements would be logisti-
cally infeasible for commercial wheat exports.

In April, USTR finalized its Section 301 proposed
changes after taking into consideration feedback from
stakeholders and advisors. After 180 days, fees will be im-
posed on Chinese vessel owners and operators based on
net tonnage per U.S. voyage; fees on operators of Chinese-
built ships based on net tonnage or containers; and fees on
foreign-built car carrier vessels based on capacity.

NAWG and USW released a statement thanking USTR
for targeting the proposed Section 301 actions in ways that
protect U.S. farm commodity export competitiveness.

“We appreciate USTR’s understanding of the impact
the original proposals could have had on wheat growers
and the grain trade. The uncertainty about the propos-
als was already causing problems for overseas customers
who were hesitant to make purchases with additional port
fees looming,” the national organizations said in a press
release. m

Washington growers to plant
more wheat, less barley in 2025

According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service,
wheat producers in Washington expect to plant 2.35 mil-
lion acres of wheat in 2025, up 2% from last year. Winter
wheat planted acres are expected to total 1.85 million acres
for this year, up 3% from 2024. Spring wheat area planted
is estimated at 500,000 acres, up 1% from last year.

Idaho is estimated to have 1.19 million acres planted to
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wheat this year, down 2% from 2024.
Winter wheat acres planted are esti-
mated at 790,000 acres, up 4% from
last year. Spring wheat planted acres,
excluding durum, are expected to
total 400,000 acres, down 11% from
last year. Total acres planted to win-
ter wheat in Oregon are estimated

at 750,000 acres for 2025, up 1% from
2024.

Nationally, all planted wheat acres
are expected to total 45.4 million
acres, down 2% from 2024. Winter
wheat acres are estimated at 33.3
million acres, down slightly from
2024. Durum wheat planted acres
in the U.S. for 2025 are estimated at
2.02 million acres, down 2% from
the previous year. All other spring
wheat is estimated at 10 million
planted acres, down 6% from 2024.

Barley planted area in Idaho for
2025 is estimated at 530,000 acres,

unchanged from 2024. Oregon barley growers are expected to seed 30,000 acres,
down 3% from last year. In Washington, area planted to barley is estimated at
68,000 acres, down 15% from the previous year. Total barley planted area in the
U.S. is estimated at 2.32 million acres for 2025, down 2% from 2024. m
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MATTERS

Legislators pass budgets; 2025 session ends on time

By Diana Carlen
Lobbyist, Washington Association of
Wheat Growers

The Legislature adjourned on the
105th day of the 2025 Legislative
Session on April 27 at 6:30 p.m. In
the final week of the session, the
Legislature adopted the 2025-2027
operating, capital, and transporta-
tion budgets. However, it is un-
known if Gov. Ferguson will sign
the operating budget, veto it, or
partially veto it.

The main focus of the session was
how to respond to the budget short-
fall. Originally, Democrat budget
writers had proposed $21 billion in
new taxes over four years, but the
governor was critical of relying on
a wealth tax and the large amount
of taxes proposed. Democrat budget
writers went back to the drawing
board and proposed $12 billion in
new taxes over four years, but again,
the governor said that was too high.
The final operating budget passed
by the Legislature on the final days
of the session landed on almost $9
billion in new revenue. The governor
has not publicly stated whether he
supports the final budget.

The Legislature also spent the
final week passing bills. In total,
the Legislature passed over 400
bills during the long session. A
final report summarizing all major
legislation impacting farmers will be
posted at wawg.org.

Once a bill passes the Legislature,
it is delivered to the governor to be
signed into law, vetoed, or par-
tially vetoed (he has the authority to
remove entire sections of a bill, but
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not specific sentences). The governor has five days, excluding Sundays, to act on

bills, unless the Legislature is within five days of adjournment, in which case
the governor has 20 days to act. He has until May 20 to act on the budgets.

One of the bills the Washington Association of Wheat Growers has been
following closely is the Agricultural Fuel Exemptions, sponsored by Rep. Tom
Dent (R-Moses Lake). The final bill requires Ecology to publish a directory by
Oct. 1 to notify farmers of retail fuel sellers that sell exempt fuel used for agri-
cultural purposes. The bill also declares it is the legislative intent to continue
the rebate program similar to the budget proviso from last year through June
of 2027 for farmers who are not able to get exempt fuel. Finally, it extends the
exemption for fuel used to transport agricultural products on public highways
until Dec. 31, 2029. The final bill clarified that all propane used for agriculture
is exempt until 2030. The House concurred on Senate amendments by a vote of
94-2 on April 24. The bill has been delivered to the governor for his signature.
This was a top priority of Gov. Ferguson, and he is expected to sign it.

Final Operating Budget

Senate and House Democrat budget writers unveiled their final operating
budget on the second-to-last day of session. The final budget raises taxes by
about $9 billion over the next four years while also reducing spending to ad-
dress the $16 billion budget shortfall. The final operating budget appropriates
nearly $78 billion in spending for the 2025-2027 biennium, almost $6 billion
higher than the current two-year budget. This is an 8.2% increase in spending
from the previous biennium.

The final budget does not include some previous tax proposals that had been
floated earlier, including a payroll tax on businesses with payroll expenses of
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Hybrid Canola

AKILAH: NEW conventional hybrid stacked with Turnip Yellows Virus
(TuYV) resistance and extremely robust blackleg resistance, conferring the next
level in plant health, and yield potential, coupled with excellent winter hardiness.

KICKER: Top yielding conventional hybrid, 2020 to 2024 PNW Winter Canola
Trials. Excellent winter hardiness and resilience to pod shattering. Good drought
tolerance. Medium maturity.

MERCEDES: Top yielding conventional hybrid, 2012 to 2024 PNW Winter Canola
Trials. Vigorous fall establishment and early season cold tolerance. Responds to
lower seeding rates relative to OP canola. Medium maturity.

*PHOENIX CL: Two-gene Clearfield hybrid with proven performance in the PNW.
Superior cold tolerance. Vigorous fall growth helps overcome insect feeding. Early
maturity. Enhanced pod shattering resiliency. High yield potential.

*CLAVIER CL New Two-gene Clearfield hybrid with high fall vigor. Medium-early
maturity. Excellent plant health with stay green characteristics. Strong resistance
to blackleg. Good lodging resistance. Very high yield and oil potential

*COLIN CL hybrid with medium maturity. High cold tolerance. Excellent root
development. Good drought tolerance and plant health. Superior tolerance to pod
shattering compared to Plurax CL. Multi-gene Blackleg resistance. High yield and
oil content potential.

NEW HYBRIDS- Intense focus on [iiffilas 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 | 2024 |PNW 2023 2024
yield, disease & shatter : AKILAH, LBS PER ACRE
PICARD, MANHATTAN, MESSI : - al
& DRIFTER Control Mean 4086 3743 3399 2683 3128 | 4711 Private trials

Rubisco Seeds' Hybrids
KICKER - 4972 4701 4383 3505 | 5841 KICKER 4678 6667
MERCEDES 5145 4419 4359 3756 3881 | 5393 MERCEDES 4545 6569
AKILAH 5876 AKILAH 5686 5455

PHOENIXCL 4900 461l 4043 3398 3454 | 5093 DRIFTER 4856 6795
Data courtesy University of Idaho, Control Mean= Athena, Dwarf Essex, Ericka

* Phoenix CL, Clavier CL & Colin CL compatible within Clearfield wheat rotations.
Strong cross tolerance to Imi / SU herbicides. Can be sprayed post emergence with Beyond
herbicide. SU or SURT Canola cultivars are not viable in a Clearfield rotation. (50% yield
reduction in soils containing IMI residues, independent research Caldbeck Consulting.)

» Earn Non-GM premiums in addition to optimizing yields
2 Locally based research on germplasm and agronomy

@ X o 2 All hybrids developed with a strong focus on shatter tolerance
@ All seed is certified Blackleg free. Organic growers, please inquire
Contact Us @ Secure Early Season Discounts by May 15th, 2024 (Ask your Retailer)
(9 (2700903 - 4994 () (270) 316 - 4316 () info@rubiscoseeds. () www.rubiscoseeds.com
PRODUCT INFORMATION & SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL INQUIRIES CROP PRODUCTION PROGRAMS com EMAIL US



MWK POLICY MATTERS

$7 million or more. It also does not include a full-blown
wealth tax, but Democrats proposed a slimmed down
version to test its legality in the courts. The final budget
funds pay raises for state employees, but does not include
furloughs for state employees as Gov. Ferguson and the
Senate had previously proposed. The final budget also
includes $100 million to help cities and counties hire and
retain police officers, which was a top priority for the
governor. The final budget also leaves the rainy day fund
untouched in response to the governor’s concerns about
not leaving enough reserves.

The budget includes the largest tax increases in the state
since the early 1980s. The final budget includes raising
B&O tax rates on a variety of industries and applies an
extra surcharge for businesses with more than $250 mil-
lion in gross Washington state income. It also applies the
sales tax to a variety of services, raises the capital gains tax
and estate tax, repeals certain tax preferences, and in-
cludes a tax aimed at Tesla. It also includes a 50% increase
in the Discover Pass to access state parks, 38% increase in
hunting and fishing licenses, and 50% increase in liquor
licenses.

The operating budget passed the Senate by a vote of 28-
19 and the House by a vote of 52-45.

Final Capital Budget

The Legislature passed the bipartisan 2025-2027 capital
budget on the last day of session. The $7.5 billion budget
funds construction and infrastructure projects across the
state. Highlights include:

* Over $60 million for the Columbia River Water
Supply Development Program, including the Odessa
Groundwater Replacement Program.

¢ More than $50 million for Yakima River Basin Water
Supply.

* $8.5 million to repair and rebuild the Yakima-Tieton
Irrigation Canal.

Final Transportation Budget

On the final day, the Legislature also passed a $15.5
billion transportation plan, including a 6 cent gas tax
increase for the first time in almost a decade. The gas tax
will jump to 554 cents per gallon from its current 49.4
cents. Diesel drivers will also be impacted with diesel
seeing a 6 cent total hike — 3 cents in 2025 and another 3
cents in 2027. Beginning in 2026, most fuel taxes would au-
tomatically increase 2% per year based on inflation. Diesel,
too, will see its inflation-based costs increase starting in
2028. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 34-13 and the
House by a vote of 80-18. m
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NAWG urges sound science

in crop protection decisions

The National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG),
alongside a coalition of agricultural stakeholders, sent a
letter to U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary
Brooke Rollins, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Lee Zeldin, and Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr., urging their support for a congressional letter led by
Sen. Pete Ricketts (R-Neb.), Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), Rep.
Mark Alford (R-Mo.), and Rep. Randy Feenstra (R-Iowa).
The letter emphasizes the need for sound science and
risk-based analysis to guide crop protection decisions
within the HSS and the EPA. It also stresses the impor-
tance of ensuring agriculture has a voice in policy discus-
sions, particularly with the Make America Healthy Again
Commission. The letter garnered strong bipartisan back-
ing, with 79 members of Congress signing in support.

“Our crop protection tools are vital assets to farmers
throughout America. If we fail to utilize sound science
and risk-based analysis in our decision making, we risk
undermining our domestic agriculture production,” said
NAWG CEO Chandler Goule. “NAWG is grateful for this
congressionally led letter highlighting the importance of
using sound science and risk-based analysis as the Make
America Healthy Again Commission works to find com-
mon ground. The future of American agriculture relies on
access to safe, affordable inputs to help feed the US.” m

Murray joins USTR letter

regarding tariffs, agriculture

In April, USS. Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) joined Amy
Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and 17 colleagues asking U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) Ambassador Jamieson Greer for
information on how the administration’s tariff taxes will
impact farmers across the nation.

“We write with great concern about the impact of the
administration’s reckless tariff agenda on our nation’s
farmers. Farmers not only have billions of dollars in com-
modities from last year waiting to be sold, but also have
started spring planting and rely on stable markets for their
planning,” the letter said. “As farm organizations and
economists have been warning for months, key trading
partners will continue to retaliate against U.S. agricultural
products as a result of President Trump’s tariffs. The direct
economic impact and uncertainty on America’s farmers
stands to change the future of agricultural trade relation-
ships for generations.” m
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Working to advance the small grains industry
by building support for programs and activities

WHEAT FOUNDATION

that increase public awareness of farming.

A look behind the fields: Why farmers use pesticides, fertilizers

For those unfamiliar with life on the farm, the use of
pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers might seem concern-
ing or confusing. But for wheat farmers and others who
grow our food, these tools are essential in raising healthy,
abundant crops while caring for the land that sustains
them. Let’s break down why farmers use these inputs and
how they play a vital role in feeding a growing population
— ethically, safely, and sustainably.

Protecting crops = protecting food

Just like weeds can choke out your backyard garden,
they can also overrun wheat fields, stealing sunlight,
nutrients, and moisture from the crop. Herbicides allow
farmers to protect wheat and other crops from invasive
plants that would otherwise reduce yields and quality.
Similarly, insecticides are used to protect plants from
destructive pests that eat or damage the crop.

Without crop protection products, it’s estimated that
global crop yields could decrease by 30 to 40% due to pests
alone’. These tools allow farmers to reduce food loss in the
field and grow more food using fewer acres — something
that’s especially important today as farmland shrinks and
population grows. Beyond improving yields, pesticides
and herbicides also help reduce labor and fuel use, be-
cause fewer tractor passes are needed to manually manage
weeds or pests?

Importantly, modern crop protection products go
through extensive scientific testing before reaching the
market and are regulated to ensure they are applied safely
and responsibly?.

The role of fertilizers

As crops grow, they pull nutrients like nitrogen, phos-
phorus, and potassium from the soil. These are essential
for plant health, just like vitamins and minerals are for
humans. But soil can’t naturally replenish these nutrients
fast enough to support consistent food production. That’s
where fertilizers come in.

Fertilizers help replenish the soil, ensuring that each
season’s crop has access to the nutrients it needs to grow
strong, healthy, and nutritious*.

There are two main types:

* Synthetic fertilizers are made in a lab and offer quick,
targeted nutrients.

* Organic fertilizers come from natural sources like
compost or manure and work more slowly.

While organic fertilizers are preferred by some, they
are typically more expensive and less efficient, which is
why many farmers use synthetic options. The good news?
Consumers can choose based on their values and prefer-
ences — organic and conventionally grown foods both
have a place in today’s food system.

Striking a balance

Today’s farmers are not trying to produce the absolute
most they can at any cost. Instead, they aim to optimize
production — growing enough to meet demand while
protecting natural resources for future generations.
Farmers care deeply about their land. After all, if the soil
suffers, so does their livelihood.

Investing in soil health, irrigation efficiency, crop rota-
tion, conservation tillage, and new technologies is not just
good stewardship, it’s smart business. But it all depends
on farmers being able to stay financially viable. Without
a return on their investment, they can’t reinvest in better
equipment, cleaner technology, or regenerative practices.

The bottom line: crop protection tools and fertilizers
are not shortcuts. They are essential parts of a complex,
thoughtful approach to modern farming. And at the heart
of it all are farmers who care deeply about their crops,
their communities, and the land that feeds us all. m

Sources:

! CropLife, “How Insecticides Are Shaping the Future of
Agriculture,” https://www.croplife.com/crop-inputs/insecticides/
how-insecticides-are-shaping-the-future-of-agriculture

% Nebraska Corn Board, “Why Farmers Use Pesticides and

Herbicides,” https:/nebraskacorn.gov/cornstalk/research/
why-farmers-use-pesticides-and-herbicides

* National Library of Medicine, “Health and Environmental Effects
of Pesticides,” https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC7908628

*# EOS Data Analytics, “Organic vs. Synthetic Fertilizers,”
https://eos.com/blog/organic-vs-synthetic-fertilizers
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TALOS T60X

The Talos T60X is a cutting-edge agricultural spray drone
designed to enhance operational efficiency and performance.

Featuring a robust, upgraded propulsion system, the T60X
can handle payloads of up to 13.2 gallons for spraying or 132
pounds for spreading, ensuring optimal productivity across
large-scale agricultural tasks.

Its advanced Dual Atomizing Spraying System ensures
precise application, while the integration of Front and Rear
Phased Array Radars and a Binoculars Vision System
enhances its navigation, mapping, and operational stability.

Whether for innovative crop mapping, precise spraying,
or effective spreading, the Talos T60X guarantees
consistent, reliable performance across a wide range
of agricultural applications.
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Spraying, Mapping, Thermal, Multispectral,
Prescription Maps, 2D/3D Imagery,
Field Scouting and Crop Scanning,
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WASHINGTON

WHEAT FOUNDATION

The Washington Wheat Foundation works to

economics dvance 1all grains industry by

practices

From research equipment to scholarships, the
WWF supports various activities making a
positive influence on farming including:

Public Information and Consumer Education
Research Equipment Grants

Scholarships

Educational Grants that Support the
Consumer & Youth Education

Purchase a WWF Building Floor Tile
alized tile in vour name, or

er, 15
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For questions, call Randy, 509-413-2043
or visit wawheat.net/fundraising
to download the form.
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Spring Flat Creek controversy

FARMERS, ECOLOGY AT ODDS OVER WHITMAN COUNTY WATERWAY

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

A Whitman County stream, parts of which run dry in
the summer, is causing tensions between landowners and
the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology).

Whitman County landowners who own land along
Spring Flat Creek are being told by Ecology that they are
polluting the waterway and will have to take steps to rem-
edy that — mainly by putting in riparian buffers — or face
hefty fines. Landowners want to see the water quality data
Ecology has gathered that proves the agency’s case.

Background

Spring Flat Creek runs between Pullman and Colfax,
Wash., and drains approximately 13,200 acres of primar-
ily dryland agriculture and rangeland. Much of the creek
runs parallel to Highway 195 and doubles as a roadside
ditch in some places. The creek meets up with the South

Fork Palouse River just outside of Colfax, where the
concrete flood control channel begins. Much of the upper
portion of the waterway is considered an intermittent
creek, with the majority of water that moves down it com-
ing from snowmelt or heavy rainstorms. During summer,
the water in the creek tends to be stagnant with little flow,
while in the upper reaches of the watershed, the creek is
completely dry.

In August of 2024, Ecology published a straight to
implementation strategy internal work plan for Spring Flat
Creek to address three things that Ecology says don’t meet
the state’s water quality standards (especially for aquatic
life): temperature, low dissolved oxygen, and high pH.

The most well-known option for a water cleanup plan is
a total maximum daily load (TMDL) calculation, but there
are a few other options that are less time consuming and
expensive, such as the straight-to-implementation (STI)
effort, that can get to cleaner water faster.

It's not unusual that the part of Spring Flat Creek that runs through the Germain family’s land runs dry nine months out of the year. Photo courtesy of Steve
Germain.
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“Straight to implementation is a
strategy that we use in particularly
small watersheds where the sources
of pollution are nonpoint, and the
fixes are readily identifiable,” said
Chad Atkins, watershed unit super-
visor for Ecology’s Eastern Region
Office. “The problems and the fixes
are well known, and we feel like we
can get to clean water without hav-
ing to do a really significant invest-
ment in a TMDL.”

In Spring Flat Creek’s case,
Ecology has determined that “all
violations of water quality standards
are the result of land uses that cause
nonpoint pollution,” such as agri-
culture and stream channelization.
There are no point source discharg-
ers on Spring Flat Creek. Ecology
concluded that the water quality
failures are primarily due to:

* The lack of low soil disturbance
tillage practices (direct seed and
no-till) in upland crop produc-
tion areas.

* The lack of appropriate set-
backs/buffers from adjacent
land uses on watershed streams.

* The lack of appropriate set-
backs/buffers from adjacent
land uses along stormwater
conveyance features.

* Inadequate/poor riparian condi-
tion and structure throughout
the watershed.

Ecology identified approximately
345 riparian acres of Spring Flat
Creek as being used for dryland
crop production; 88 riparian acres
being impacted by livestock; 47 ri-
parian acres are in perennial grasses;
and 34 riparian acres are roadways
or impervious surfaces. In all cases,
Ecology’s best management practices
point to woody buffers as the best
solution, followed by conservation
tillage and residue management in
the case of dryland crop acres. While
buffer widths may vary depending
on the channel width, growers are

FEATURE N

i ] ok AR
I". ! : '. B .:.‘_ ._:‘I" by l...' ¢ \
LA Ve ey R PR S

Robert Germain (right) is one of the landowners along Spring Flat Creek that has been notified by the
Washington State Department of Ecology that he is polluting the creek. Due to health issues, his son,
Steve, is communicating with the department on his father’s behalf. Photo courtesy of Steve Germain.

likely looking at a minimum of 60 feet on each side of the creek beginning from
the ordinary high water mark.

What the growers say: Steve Germain

In mid-2023, Germain received a call from Ecology with some disturbing
news. Germain, whose father owns just over 100 acres near the headwaters
of Spring Flat Creek, was told his father would have to put in 100-foot buffers
immediately and be solely responsible for the cost of building and maintain-
ing them. The family rents out their ground to a local farmer who grows wheat,
garbs, and peas. The farmer direct seeds with one tillage pass every three
years. Due to his father’s health issues, Germain has been communicating with
Ecology on this issue.

When Germain pressed for more information, he was directed to the Revised
Code of Washington that simply states one is not allowed to pollute any water-
way in the state of Washington. The Ecology employee told Germain that a field
condition evaluation had been done, and Germain filed a public records request
to find out exactly what information had been collected. He said it consisted
of six pictures taken from the road right after spring runoff and a spreadsheet
with values in it, but no real information. Through emails, Germain kept press-
ing for more information.

“He (the Ecology employee) continued to point back to the RCW, point back
to the “your dad has to do this right now, or there’s going be fines against your
dad from the Department of Ecology,” and I just kept saying that I needed more
information,” Germain said. “You need to tell me what the criteria is. Where
are your water tests that show what’s going on in Spring Flat Creek? Because I
knew and all the farmers will tell you, that Spring Flat Creek, especially at the
headwaters where my dad’s farm is, is dry nine months out of the year. They
had taken their field evaluation at the right time in March, right in the middle of
spring runoff so they could get these pictures that show water running through
drill tracks. It was very frustrating because it really felt like they were gathering
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information and making decisions
based on very broad strokes.”

Another thing that troubled
Germain was he was being told that
riparian zones would have to be
established up in the draws away
from the creek. Two years later, he
said he still hasn’t seen any reports
that clearly spell out what is happen-
ing in the watershed with data to
back it up.

In October 2024, Germain received
a warning letter from Ecology. The
letter told him to contact the de-
partment to discuss his options for
resolving the issue or face fines. At
this point, Hallie Ladd had taken
over as Ecology’s Palouse Water
Implementation lead. Germain said
he exchanged emails with Ladd,
once again requesting information,
but received no solid answers.

In December 2024, Ecology held
a meeting for Spring Flat Creek
landowners. Germain said growers
were told, again, that they needed
to work with Ecology and the lo-
cal conservation districts to come
up with a plan to install riparian
buffers. Ecology also disclosed that
there was some funding available
to help install the buffers, as well as
funding to compensate growers for
the land that would be taken out of
production. However, the amount
of funding and how long it will last
was unclear.

For Germain, who had read
Ecology’s STI internal work plan,
one thing stood out. According to
the plan, the STI strategy does not
include an initial water quality study
to establish baseline conditions and
to model the load reductions needed.

“So, the one question I had at the
meeting was, if you have no baseline
to establish what the pollutant is,
much less what was going on before
the pollutants started, how are you
going to base the results of your
implementation plan on that?” he
said.
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Spring Flat Creek in mid-April as it runs through Robert Germain’s land.

Another concern raised at the meeting came from a Farm Service Agency em-
ployee who pointed out that if riparian zones are installed, that acreage could be
permanently lost from a farmer’s baseline acres.

“In effect, they are saying that once you take that land out of production, you
can never get it back,” Germain said. “That’s plain dirty there, especially know-
ing that Spring Flat Creek is empty nine months out of the year. I understand
that you're going to get runoff in the wet parts of the year; that’s why we have
storm drains.”

At the meeting, Ladd told landowners where on Ecology’s website they could
find data from water sampling sites along Spring Flat Creek. Germain found a
site just downstream from his family’s property, but it showed that no informa-
tion had been gathered for that site. Germain confirmed that fact with Ladd in
January 2025. That was Germain’s last contact with Ecology. He is concerned
that once the buffers are installed, there’s no guarantee that Ecology won’t come
back and ask for more.

“There’s no facts that any of what they’re asking the farmers to do is really go-
ing to make an impact,” he said. “The pros of it are that they're trying to protect
water, and I agree with that. I think we do need to do our part. The cons of it are
they’re not giving any data to say that what they want the farmers to do will re-
ally impact the water. This is them really using any means they feel necessary to
move their agenda forward at the cost and impact to the farmers.”
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Spring Flat Creek runs through one of the fields owned by Craig Kincaid (right) and his brother, Marty.
The Kincaids worry that if they install the buffers required by Ecology, they will lose the ability to farm
alarger part of this field.

What the growers say: Craig Kincaid

The Kincaids grow wheat, canola, and some chickpeas using a mix of conven-
tional tillage and direct seeding. One of their fields borders Highway 195 and
has about a half mile of Spring Flat Creek running through it. Kincaid got his
initial letter from Ecology in July 2023.

“The letter kind of came out of the blue,” he said. “Obviously, it’s a visible
stream, and I think it’s probably why it was targeted. I don't know that it would
have any higher priority than any other watershed. It’s not unique in my opin-
ion. I think its proximity to the highway makes it an easy target.”

Like Germain, Kincaid said the creek tends to have minimal water in it in
summer and fall, and he’s never seen any fish in there. He acknowledges that
the creek could benefit from some riparian zone work, but doesn’t think that the
buffers Ecology wants are the only answer. In fact, he believes that if his family
were to install Ecology’s buffers, they would cause more problems.

“What Ecology wants is 60-foot buffers on both sides of the stream, and they
want them covered in bush and trees. That’s really where, at least for us, the
problem lies,” Kincaid said. “The trees will make doing ditch maintenance
pretty much impossible. We will end up with a giant flood plain. And not only
that, but we have bridges that cross the creek. We have lots of access points.
All these things that’s going to cause a ton of trouble when we can’t keep that
ditch clean. We know we will have to do something, maybe, but does it need to
be their way? What if a 15-foot grass buffer strip would accomplish what they
wanted?”

Kincaid anticipates that if the creek starts spreading out and flooding, the
fields surrounding the area won't be able to drain as well and will become less
viable for farming. He was also at the December meeting in Colfax, where he
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said Ecology didn't provide any ad-
ditional answers.

“They say there’s a problem, but
I haven't seen any information, any
actual testing information. They tell
you they have it, but they haven’t
produced it, to my knowledge,” he
said.

Ecology’s response

According to Atkins, before
Ecology performs a watershed
evaluation, data has been collected
that confirms that the watershed is
polluted. In the case of Spring Flat
Creek, that data dates back to 2006
when the department began estab-
lishing TMDLs for the South Fork
Palouse River Watershed. In 2023,
Ecology prioritized the Spring Flat
Creek watershed and performed a
watershed evaluation, where depart-
ment employees visually inspected
the waterway from public roads
and documented conditions that the
department says are known to cause
nonpoint source pollution, such as
gully formation; signs of sheet and
rill erosion; and destabilized banks
from tillage practices.

“We use specific criteria that the
science tells us is associated with
pollution, and then we go out in
the watershed, and we prioritize
parcels where pollution is occur-
ring,” Atkins said. “We’ve done an
exhaustive review of the science at
our agency on things like riparian
health and tillage practices. That sci-
ence has identified those criteria that
we use in the field. It's a combination
of past experience as well as a really
thorough review of the existing
literature.”

Watershed evaluations were also
done in 2024 and 2025. Ladd said the
evaluations generally happen in the
spring.

“We're looking at the runoff that
is typical of the pollution that we're
looking at for nonpoint sources, and
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it helps us document and tell our
story and also explain to the land-
owners or the producers what we're
seeing that is contributing to pollu-
tion of the water body,” Ladd said.

Ten landowners in the Spring Flat
Creek Watershed have been noti-
fied by Ecology since 2023 regarding
nonpoint source pollution.

Ecology has a database that
shows water quality monitoring,
current and historic, and includes
data on Spring Flat Creek. The data
includes Ecology’s own data and
data submitted to them. The depart-
ment has five data point collections
on Spring Flat Creek: a groundwa-
ter monitoring well near Landfill
Road and Highway 195 and four
on the south end of Colfax, where
the creek enters the flood control
channel. The mapping system the
agency uses also shows a monitoring
point near where Carothers Road
joins Highway 195, but as Germain
pointed out, it has no data associated
with it; Ecology confirmed that it is
not one of their sites.

Atkins and Ladd pushed back on
landowners’ claims that Ecology has
not produced data that proves farm-
ers are causing problems in the wa-
tershed and therefore can't establish
a baseline to track improvements.

e T
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Part of Spring Flat Creek runs alongside Highway 195 between Pullman and Colfax, Wash.

“I think there’s a misperception
that if we grab a sample, that tells us
where the pollution is coming from,”
Atkins said. “That’s not the tool that
the science tells us is most useful to
identify pollution sources; that is our
watershed evaluation work. We go
out and identify pollution sources
using that tool. Our straight to

implementation plan has a monitor-
ing strategy built into it. We will be “Nonpoint pollution is episodic. It's dynamic. It’s accumulative. It takes time

doing monitoring work as we implement improvements in the watershed to see
where we stand.”

According to Ladd, Ecology is finalizing a grant with the Palouse
Conservation District to collect data at monitoring stations along the creek.
That data collection will include stage height, water temperature, and dissolved
oxygen and is designed to monitor the watershed as a whole, not individual
parcels or properties. However, Atkins cautioned that Ecology doesn’t expect
the best management practices that farmers implement to affect water quality
data immediately.

To see data collection points on Spring Flat Creek, not all of which are Ecology’s, go to apps.ecology.wa.gov/
waterqualityatlas/wga/map. Click on “Add/Remove Map Data” on the left. In the Map Layers box, select “EIM

Locations” and click on the go button. Zoom into the area you are interested in. The data point collections are
represented by little squares; click on one to see information associated with it.
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for the benefits of those efforts to be
realized in the data,” he explained.

Ecology is standing firm on what
they want done along the creek.
Atkins said buffers less than the
minimum width — 60 feet on each
side — or grassy strips will not meet
Ecology’s best management practice
requirements. In cases where the
buffers make it hard to farm an area,
such as between the buffer and a
road, the department will work with
the landowner to come up with a
strategy.

Despite the intermittent nature of
Spring Flat Creek, it still falls under
Washington’s definition of “wa-
ters of the state.” So do the creek’s
ephemeral draws. Ladd said the
department isn’t ruling out requir-
ing riparian buffers in the draws, but
those would be site specific.

“Right now, for Spring Flat Creek,
we are focusing on the main stem.
However, if there’s other practices,
like converting to no till that could
help with the erosion of those draws,
or if I'm on-site with a landowner
and we could see that the draw is
heavily eroded and is contributing
significant sediment to the main
stem of Spring Flat Creek, we'd want
to work with them to also protect
that area to help reduce pollution,”
she said.

There is funding for landowners
to install and maintain the riparian
buffers. There’s also a buffer incen-
tive plan that pays up to $350 per
acre per year for land in the buffer;
however, that’s only available if the
full riparian management zone is
buffered. Producers who install just
the minimum 60-foot buffer will get
paid up to $300 per acre. Contracts
will last for 15 years. Although the
work is funded by Ecology, land-
owners will work with the local
conservation districts.

Ladd said she will continue to
follow up with Spring Flat Creek
landowners through phone calls and

26 WHEATLIFE | MAY 2025

emails. She anticipates sending out more letters after analyzing the results of the
2025 watershed evaluation. Regarding the warning letters some producers have
already received, enforcement action isn’t necessarily the next step.

“We haven’t made any decisions in that regard, and we want to absolutely
continue to work with people and are committed to getting out there, doing site
visits and working with them to protect water quality,” she said. “I just want
to make it clear that we will continue to work with them. I know there’s a lot of
questions out there, and (producers) can contact me at any time. I'm happy to
talk with them on the phone, email, do a site visit, if welcomed.”

“We recognize that agriculture is an important industry in the state, and we
believe strongly that we don't have to choose between clean water and a healthy
agricultural industry,” Atkins added. “That’s in our minds as we go about doing
our nonpoint work. Those two things do not need to be mutually exclusive, and
we have lots of examples, statewide, where water quality is being protected, and
we have productive farms and ranches.” m
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2025 Wheat College preview

ONTARIO CEREAL SPECIALIST WILL BE FEATURED SPEAKER

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

Peter “Wheat Pete” Johnson will be
the featured speaker at this year’s Wheat
College, which will be held June 4 at
the Wheatland Fairgrounds in Ritzville,
Wash.

Johnson is the resident agronomist
with Real Agriculture, where he hosts a
weekly podcast, “Wheat Pete’s Word.”
He spent 30 years as the Ontario cereal
specialist and operates a small farm near
Lucan, Ontario, where he constantly
tries out new production ideas. While
Johnson plans to cover a range of topics at Wheat College,
he’s hoping growers’ questions and feedback will play a
major role in what he talks about.

“Come loaded for bear with questions, and we'll let the
questions and what the audience wants to learn direct the
presentation,” he said.

One of the topics that will feature prominently in
Johnson'’s presentation is lessons learned from the Great
Lakes Yield Enhancement Network (YEN) program. The
program, which is based on a similar program in the
UK, was started by the Michigan Wheat Board and the
Grain Farmers of Ontario in 2021. According to Johnson,
the YEN program flips the traditional “researchers doing
small plot research on the farm” and, instead, takes yield
data from farmers’ crops and tries to figure out what
things matter. The Great Lakes YEN includes farmers not
only from the Great Lake states and Ontario, Canada, but
states like Missouri, Kentucky, New York, and, for the first
time, a farmer in Washington state. However, Johnson is
clear that this isn’t just another yield contest.

“In a yield contest, whoever has the best soil wins, you
know? The dairy farmers always win because they have
alfalfa and manure in the rotation,” he said. “This par-
ticular program looks at percent of potential yield. That
really gives a nice benchmark for a grower to say, ‘wow,

I'm really doing a good job of capturing
the resources available to me’ or ‘oh my
gosh, where am I slipping the clutch?”

In the YEN concept, it’s the yield vs.
the potential yield that is most impor-
tant. Growers use an equation based on
a location’s solar radiation and rainfall to
come up with a potential yield number
that they then compare to their actual
yield. In their meetings, growers in the
YEN will compare yields from farms
with similar soils and talk through what
the growers did during the growing
1 season. Johnson said that discussion is
a phenomenal way to engage growers and helps research-
ers sort out what the critical components to good yields
are. There is also a Canadian Maritime YEN that includes
growers from Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunswick, which Johnson will also talk about.

Washington dryland wheat growers might wonder how
well the data from the Great Lakes region or the Maritime
region will translate to Eastern Washington. Johnson
acknowledged that the specifics might be different, but
it’s the process of figuring out the important factors that
matters most.

“Let’s figure out which ones of these are important,
make the most difference,” he said. “You have to look in
your own jurisdiction at the components that matter and
figure out what those are and then come back and say,
okay, if it'’s heads per meter squared, if that is what drives
my yield, how do I get more heads per meter squared? Or,
if it’s seeds per head or whatever that answer is, you can
zero in and try to do a better job on the things that matter
most in your area.”

One of the factors the Great Lakes YEN is exploring is
splitting data by latitude, north vs. south, because they're
finding significant differences.

“When you say the dry area of Washington state, well,
okay, it’s dry, but your climate isn't necessarily all that

2025 Wheat College, June 4, Wheatland Fairgrounds in Ritzville
Preregister by filling out the form at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/ or by calling the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610. Register by

May 15 to be entered into multiple prize drawings. Registration, networking, and doughnuts will begin at 9:30 a.m.,
with the main event beginning at 10 a.m.
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different than the climate in Ontario
because of your elevation,” Johnson
pointed out. “And if moisture is
always (the limiting factor), that’s the
beauty of percent of potential yield;
we look at that moisture calculation.
How much moisture do you have

in the soil at the start of the year?
How much rainfall do you get? And
if you're moisture limited, we take
that into account when we do your
potential yield.”

Johnson calls farming the “art
of applying the science” and says
a good farmer is both an art-
ist and a scientist. His podcast is
available at realagriculture.com/
wheat-petes-word /.

Following Johnson’s presenta-
tion, growers will hear industry
updates followed by lunch. The
afternoon session of Wheat College
will include a rotation of topics from
researchers and industry stakehold-
ers that will include a drone demon-
stration, using nutrient management
to produce high-yielding wheat, and
alook at how seed care impacts the
crop.

Wheat College is free of charge
and open to all growers. You do
not have to be a member of the
Washington Association of Wheat
Growers (WAWG) to attend. Please
preregister by filling out the form
at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/
or by calling the WAWG office at
(509) 659-0610. RSVP by May 15 to
be entered in multiple prize draw-
ings. Registration, networking, and
doughnuts will begin at 9:30 a.m.,
with the main event beginning at 10
am. m
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Helping farmers bounce back

REPORT DETAILS WSDA EFFORTS TO TACKLE AG VIABILITY IN THE FACE OF A CHANGING CLIMATE

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

In a recently released report, the Washington State
Department of Agriculture (WSDA) is tackling ag viability
in the face of a changing climate and figuring out ways to
help farmers come out ahead.

Published in March 2025, the “WSDA Climate Resilience
Plan for Washington Agriculture” is designed to support
the state’s ag viability and vitality through ongoing and
future climate change. WSDA worked with stakeholders,
including the Washington wheat industry; reviewed sci-
ence, climate plans, and reports; and assessed the current
state of the department’s programs and activities to gather
information. The report is intended to guide the “efficient,
effective, and equitable distribution of resources to maxi-
mize the adaptive capacity of Washington agriculture.”

“I think resilience is really the ability of a farm to with-
stand a disruption to the system and not just withstand,
but really thrive through it,” explained Dani Gelardi,
WSDA senior soil scientist and climate coordinator. “The
disruptions we're talking about in this plan are about
climate change, whether that be extreme weather, chang-
ing temperature patterns, or changing water supply. It’s
the ability of a farm to withstand them. It’s really about
viability. Can you still turn a profit, support your farm
community, pay your workers, and have a sort of mean-

ingful livelihood off of this work?”

The report finds that some of the climate change-related
on-farm risks to Washington’s agriculture include:

* Changes to the water supply. Warming temperatures
and shifts in precipitation patterns are expected to
significantly alter the timing and volume of water
available. Water supply is expected to increase early in
the growing season and decrease later in the grow-
ing season. Changing temperatures may change crop
growth patterns, leading to changes in the timing and
quantity of water demand.

¢ Increased threat to water quality. Flooding and
heavy rainfall can cause erosion and soil runoff,
leading to increased nutrient loads and sediment in
waterways.

¢ Increased impact and losses from extreme events,
drought, and fire, which can cause significant losses
to crops, livestock, buildings, and equipment. The
report finds that insurance programs may need to
evolve to protect against damages, but will likely
become more expensive, increasing financial stress on
producers.

¢ Risks to crop and forage quality.

¢ Increased impacts from pests, weeds, and disease.
Many pests and weeds benefit from warmer tempera-
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tures and increased carbon di- is exploring programs that increase soil organic matter so that farms are less
oxide. Increased weed pressure susceptible to drought conditions and increased pest pressure. Other goals will
may exacerbate the growing require more funding and likely more staff.

problem of herbicide resistance, “A lot of what we identify (in the plan) is a part of our normal book of work,

* Changing crop suitability. but, of course, there are other proposed actions that require more funding and
Producers reported a need for focus and more resources, and that is a little bit to be seen,” she said. “We have a
information about crops and state budget deficit. I don’t think we’re proposing anything massively expensive,
practices that are resilient to but we are saying that this needs to be a priority of the state, to support farmers.
multiple climate stressors, Let’s put resources towards the things we think are important.”
including drought and extreme

The report was funded by the Climate Commitment Act, which has generated

temperatures. millions of dollars in revenue for the state, but Gelardi said farmers haven’t seen
Off-farm risks include increased much of that funding come their way. She hopes the plan is a way to direct more
threats to transportation and utility dollars to addressing growers’ climate-related concerns.

infrastructure; increased regulatory
costs, risks, and market volatility;
and lack of climate data, research,
technical support, and equipment.

“We think that’s a huge opportunity to support the state economy, the state

The plan sets out six goals, com-
plete with strategies and actions,
and WSDA's role in addressing risks
and enhancing agricultural resil-
ience. The goals are to:

¢ Increase agriculture’s prepared-
ness for, response to, and recov-
ery from climate-related extreme
events.

* Support the adoption of climate-
resilient agricultural practices.

¢ Safeguard a sufficient quantity
of high-quality surface and
groundwater for people, farms,

and aquatic ecosystems.
* Prepare the agricultural work- AT P R O G E N E
force for a changing climate.

* Minimize impacts from pests,
weeds, and disease.

e Ensure that laws, policies, and UP AND COMING: CROP INFO:

regulations efficiently work
towards climate-resilience and
agricultural viability.

e Lauching our social media * New varieties being
information center. released (Spring Peq,

. Winter Peaq, Bio-cover/
Gelardi said the department is New and frequep’r posts from Forage)

already incorporating elements our Focebook, Linkedin, and o

. our website. * Agronomic tips and new
of the plan into its programs. For plant data
example, WSDA's nutrient manage- '
ment technical services program is é PLANT Visit our new website at:
looking at reassessing dairy lagoon P R G E N E | RESEARCH www.progenellc.com
storage specifications to accommo-
date projected climate changes. The 1785 5. Broadway Ave. Othello, WA 99344 509-448-3977 pat@progenellc.com  jackson@progenellc.com

Washington Soil Health Initiative
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landscapes, farmers, rural livelihoods. There’s a huge op-
portunity there,” she explained.

While climate change is usually presented as doom and
gloom, the report found a few advantages for Washington
growers. For example, the state’s relatively temperate
climate, surface water availability, extensive irrigation
systems, and variety of crops increase the potential for
Washington to become an even more agriculturally
important region even as other regions are more severely
impacted. Emerging technologies, increased climate
investments, and advances in climate science and research
funding may help increase farm resilience.

Stakeholder engagement was especially illuminating
to the team. They talked to more than 400 farmers and
200 farmworkers. Throughout the document, quotes from
stakeholders are used to highlight key points.

“We can look at the data and see the temperature and
the precipitation shifts, but when someone says this is how
it impacts me and my land and my family, those stories
never get old and are really important for people to hear,”
Gelardi said. “There were some surprising elements, like
hearing that people are as concerned about the impacts
of climate change as they are climate-related regulations
and market pressures. That’s really important for people to
hear because it’s tough to make it in farming, and there are
a lot of burdens that people are being faced with.”

While the plan may be aimed more at the institutions
that support agriculture, farmers may find it useful as a
source to cite when applying for grants and for finding
out about WSDA's existing resources and current projects.
For example, if a grower is concerned about changing pest
pressures, the plan includes a list of all the resources that
are available. (Check out the Goals, Strategies, and Actions
portion of the plan.)

“A lot of our programs have been at the intersection
of environmental health and farm profitability since the
beginning. I think what this does is raise the visibility of
our climate work and aggregates our work under a more
cohesive narrative and directs future resources,” Gelardi
said. “Sometimes, people hear climate change or climate
resilience and think it’s some kind of niche environmental
concern. And what I really hope the report illustrates is
that climate resilience is economic viability and environ-
mental health and worker safety and community liveli-
hoods. It's so much more than a niche issue, and it touches
all of us.”

A copy of the report can be found at agrwa.gov/
washington-agriculture/climate-resilience-plan-for-
washington-agriculture. m
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NRCS staff working to put farmers first

Grower meetings, workshops continue to provide conservation feedback

By Andrea Cox
Conservation Coordinator, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

Winter and early spring grower meetings have provided a great op-
portunity for me to continue to meet growers, have conversations about
programs, and visit fields to see practices that they’ve implemented. I've
been pleased with the number of growers that have reached out to me
with questions and feedback on Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) programs and the number of invitations I've received to visit
farm operations and see firsthand practices and funding that have been
implemented.

An example of funding that several of our Garfield County producers
had the opportunity to utilize this spring was the Act Now disaster recov-
ery funding. That effort was recently written up in Washington Weekly, a
round up of state NRCS happenings (see sidebar).

I've also been getting a lot of feedback from growers at events. During
our Agricultural Marketing and Management Organization winter ses-
sions, which included NRCS updates, several growers expressed concerns
regarding the lack of program options for growers in low rainfall areas in
Eastern Washington. These concerns are now being discussed at the state
level by leadership to see if there are additional program funding options
that can assist growers. In addition, there have been a lot of conversations
surrounding this year’s boom in weeds and growing chemical resistance
among these weeds.

This winter, I also had the opportunity to attend and learn more about
the local workgroup meetings. Participants reviewed natural resource
priorities, land uses, and geographic areas of priority. Planned work in
specific areas and opportunities to collaborate with or partner with are
also discussed. Attendees discussed specific practices needed to address
resource concerns. Local working groups are NRCS’ way of listening to
people in natural resources and agriculture in order to best serve local
communities across Washington. Growers are always welcome to attend
these meetings and provide feedback.

Moving into the summer months, I'll continue working to stay up to date
on any program changes and program deadlines and share those with
growers. In addition, I'll be keeping tabs on the pesticide mitigations for
endangered species as these requirements evolve.

The new administration has brought several changes to NRCS-WA. Our
public affairs team out of Spokane, whom I work directly with, had two
key positions cut over the past few months. Several field offices also lost
probationary employees and others to two rounds of the deferred resig-
nation program. Some of the probationary employees have been hired
back to help staff local offices, but other offices are left with little or no
staff. Although there is underlying uncertainty surrounding funding and
restructuring, our team continues to work to spread the word about NRCS
programs and any essential updates. Field staff are working hard to take
care of growers, get money on the ground, and put farmers first. m
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EQIP in action

A fire ignited the lower end of the
South Deadman Creek drainage
northeast of Pomeroy in late July
2024.

The fire consumed 14,382 acres of
standing winter and spring wheat,
range ground, livestock infrastruc-
ture, and two residential structures
after severe winds caused the fire to
quickly spread east and northeast to
the Snake River Breaks.

Natural Resources Conservation
Service in Washington (NRCS-WA)
employees contacted producers
affected by the fire to see if they
would like to apply for assistance
through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program. Nine producers
applied for assistance. Eight needed
assistance with reseeding range
ground, and one needed assistance
to rebuild their livestock infrastruc-
ture. All nine were funded through
the FY25 Act Now Disaster Recovery
fund pool, with the total obligation
amount coming in at $977,625.

The range reseeding contracts
include the range seeding, herba-
ceous weed treatment to control
noxious weeds during establishment,
and a deferred grazing plan to keep
livestock off the seeded acres until
the stand has been established. A
total of 4,492 acres of range ground
was seeded the week of March 3 to
7,2025.

“I think this project is a great ex-
ample of how impactful the Act Now
fund pools can be for our producers
who are in need of assistance in a
short, timely manner,” wrote Mitch
Ruchert, a resource conservationist
with NRCS-WA, in an email. m
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Washington State University’s AgWeatherNet

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

In a state known for its microclimates, Washington State
University’s AgWeatherNet has been providing localized
weather information to growers for more than 40 years.

According to Lav Khot, director of AgWeatherNet, the
system dates back to the 1980s when rudimentary weather
stations were deployed, mainly in central Washington, to
help tree fruit and grape growers predict extreme weather
events, such as a frost, that could damage crops. Since the
80s, the system has grown substantially, expanding into
western Washington and the dryland regions of Eastern
Washington. In 2008, there were 139 stations. Today, the
network has 228 open field weather stations, and it is one
of the largest automated agricultural weather networks
in the country. Stations report raw data, such as air and
soil temperature, relative humidity, rainfall, wind speed
and direction, soil moisture, and solar radiation, every 5
to 15 minutes. That data is checked for quality before be-
ing posted to AgWeatherNet’s website, weather.wsu.edu,
which is updated every 15 minutes.

Keeping up with technology can be difficult, and
weather data collection is no exception. AgWeatherNet
has begun modernizing its equipment and has installed
57 33-foot towers to map mesoscale weather within a
25-mile radius. Using funding from the Washington State
Department of Agriculture, AgWeatherNet is installing an
additional 35 towers. Khot hopes to eventually have one
in every county. The system has also expanded its data
collection.

Hast of Falediold. Aot e el

AgWeatherNet's Fairfield, Wash., station.
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“We have added air quality sensors that quantify
particulate matter and wildfire smoke-related hazardous
volatiles as this has become an issue to stakeholders,” he
said. “And importantly, we have now temperature coming
from 30 feet, also wind at 33 feet. That helps us to get bet-
ter temperature inversion mapping.”

In addition to its own stations, AgWeatherNet also col-
lects data from 140 grower-owned private stations and
networks. Growers can install their own hardware at a site
of their choosing and send in data. AgWeatherNet uses the
same quality control protocols on the private network that
it does on their own network. AgWeatherNet sends alerts
to growers if there’s an issue with the quality of the data,
such as a misreporting temperature probe or a clogged
rain gauge. The private network offers AgWeatherNet de-
cision support that is tied to the grower’s preferred private
weather station. These stations also improve spatial cover-
age of AgWeatherNet in the Pacific Northwest.

“We do our best to be in each county, but we are re-
source constrained, and in those scenarios where we
cannot put our station in at a given site or anywhere that
a grower wants, then they can add their station to supple-
ment what we have as our network in that county or in
that region,” Khot explained.

Khot said over the years, the information that farmers
need from AgWeatherNet has stayed pretty consistent.
Fruit growers want to know about extreme temperature
events for heat or frost, growing degree days and the
phenological models, and pest management scenarios.
Dryland wheat growers want to know what the soil mois-

Wor th Cast of Maruhill], feblosiberiaL

AgWeatherNet’s Maryhill, Wash., station.
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AgWeatherNet's Mossyrock, Wash., station.

ture is, and how much rain accumulated in a region. What
has changed is data delivery, especially around extreme
weather events.

“The National Weather Service does the forecasting of
the region, and growers can look at that, but Washington
has these rolling hills and all these microclimates that
differ from what is forecasted by the National Weather
Service,” he explained. “Growers rely a lot more on either
their measurements or the nearest station. We have
responded to that need by doing a 10-day, station-specific
weather forecast.”

Stakeholders have also been asking for more decision
support tools. AgWeatherNet now includes tools such
as a cold hardiness model that gives tree fruit and grape
growers information on how varieties might tolerate low
temperatures. Another tool, the cattle comfort index, gives
cattle growers high temperature alerts so they can adjust
the animals’ diets as necessary. And wheat growers can
now use the aforementioned inversion data to help sched-
ule chemical applications.

“We now have real time inversions mapped on each
tower station, and we also do the forecast of the inversion
for the next three days,” Khot said. “Ideally, what you get
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AgWeatherNet’'s Moxie, Wash., station.

to do is choose a station near you, and it will tell you what
the best time windows to spray are.”

The team at AgWeatherNet is also working on a way
for growers to use a custom group of sensors to moni-
tor a specific area using a private sensing network. For
example, a tree fruit farmer who just wants to monitor
temperature, humidity, or soil moisture on a 10-acre block
can now add those networks within AgWeatherNet. These
networks have been rolled out for a few farmers in central
Washington who are using them for frost mitigation.

To take full advantage of AgWeatherNet’s data and
tools, growers will need to create a sign-in. By having
users sign into the website, the team can track which sta-
tions are being used, which helps them plan preventative
maintenance. It also stops private companies from poach-
ing AgWeatherNet’s data. Without a sign-in, visitors to
the website can see the station map and get basic weather
facts from specific stations. There’s also a 10-day weather
forecast.

“AgWeatherNet is one of the best resources growers
have, and everything is free,” Khot said. “We try our best
to deliver good quality data and decision support. A lot of
growers don’t know about us.” m
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Winter wheat
in Whitman County.
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Preparation work is important, both on and off the field

Spring is here, which is an extremely busy time of the
year for farmers. As I am currently writing this, we have
just started seeding spring wheat and are trying to keep
the sprayer moving, applying Roundup to the fields a
week ahead of when the drill will be seeding. So far this
year, we've been fortunate to catch some nice spring
rains every once in a while.

A lot of decisions have to be made as we get ready to
start planting and taking care of this year’s wheat and
barley crops, such as how much fertilizer to use, which
crop variety and seeding rate, tracking what chemicals
we used in the past that would prevent certain crop
rotations, and what chemicals will we use this year. Of
course, this year we are also trying to figure out how to
balance our input costs without hurting our yields and
then trying guess what the weather is going to be like
from now until harvest.

Over the winter months, I have attended grower meet-
ings that covered a lot of the issues I just mentioned. A
lot of planning goes into the crop before we ever put the
seed in the ground! And as a farmer, I have used my best
judgement, but who knows what will actually happen.

As Thave been thinking back over the winter months
and all the meetings I attended as a commissioner, it has
reconfirmed in my mind that the work the Washington
Grain Commission puts in is important, too. As commis-
sioners, we sit on different committees to represent the
grain producers, provide input as to what will have the
most impact on the farm, and bring back information
that will help us determine priorities in our budget-mak-
ing process. We try, as much as possible, to evenly cover
the three areas of marketing, research, and education.

For example, commissioners represent growers on
several Washington State University committees, includ-
ing the variety release committee and the variety testing
advisory committee. Growers also have commission rep-
resentation at the PNW Wheat Quality Council, and we
serve as a board member to the Wheat Marketing Center.

I represent Washington barley as a director to the
National Barley Growers Association (NBGA). The
NBGA is focused on enhancing and maintaining the
profitability of the U.S. barley industry. They do this by
providing a unified voice through grassroots producer
involvement.

By Kevin Klein

Wheat District 1 Commissioner Mike Carstensen
represents Washington on the U.S. Wheat Associates
(USW) executive committee, and Wheat District 2
Commissioner Ben Barstow serves on the USW board of
directors. USW is the export market development orga-
nization for the U.S. wheat industry and promotes the
reliability, quality, and value of all six U.S. wheat classes
to wheat buyers, millers, bakers, food processors, and
government officials in more than 100 countries around
the world. Since the majority of Washington’s wheat is
exported every year, the USW activities our commission-
ers and staff participate in are vital to maintaining our
state’s wheat exports.

In May, we will be approving our budget for the com-
ing year. For as long as I have been serving, the annual
budget approval has been in the $6.8 to $8.6 million
range. Yes, we do ensure some flexibility for additional
projects that tend to come up throughout the year. We
have never overspent our budget, but we have chosen to
use our reserves to bolster the budget in low crop years
that result in a lack of assessment revenues. This is why
our reserve funds are essential for sustaining commis-
sion business. Some call it a “rainy day” fund, although
in Washington wheat country, rain isn't so negatively
associated with tough financial times.

The past couple of months, we have had two priority-
setting sessions, in addition to our regular meetings, for
working through a longer-range strategic plan that the
employees of the grain commission can use as a work-
ing document for planning, budgeting, and focusing on
outreach in the three areas mentioned earlier. We will be
able to reference this and see where investment priori-
ties need to be as we try to constantly improve how we
utilize assessment dollars.

As commissioners, we are trying to be receptive to
current and future issues as we work through the budget
process. Just like with our on-farm decisions, your com-
missioners will use their best judgement to do what'’s
in the best interest for Washington wheat and barley
growers. The best way for you to ensure that your voice
is represented in our work is to be engaged, attend meet-
ings, and connect with your district’s representative if
you have questions or concerns.

I hope your spring fieldwork goes smoothly and that
Mother Nature blesses us with timely rain showers. m
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WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

2024 winter wheat variety trial results

RESEARCHERS DEALT WITH LACK OF MOISTURE, LATE COLD SNAP, EXTREME HEAT

We are well into the 2025 winter wheat season, and the spring crop is in the ground.
This year is shaping up with favorable growing conditions around most of the state, at
least for now. As one of the Washington Grain Commissioners said during a recent meet-
ing, “We only have five more months for the weather to kill the wheat.” A lot can happen
to the crop during the 10-month growing season. This was evident in the results of the
2024 Washington State University (WSU) Extension winter wheat trials. Dry weather at
planting in the fall of 2023 impacted emergence at Lind and Connell. Those trials were
abandoned in the spring. A sudden cold snap in February 2024 severely damaged some
varieties, especially at Harrington, Ritzville, and Walla Walla. We made it through a cold,
wet spring with only moderate stripe rust. The crop was looking good until extreme heat
in July terminated grain fill at Pullman and the Palouse; grain was shriveled, with low
test weight and high protein at harvest.

Kimberly Garland-Campbell
Research Geneticist and Club The total winter wheat trial effort is large, including 35 separate yield trials through

Wheat Breeder, USDA-ARS, Eastern and Central Washington. As in the past, the soft winter wheat varieties and
Washington State University . . .. . . . .

experimental lines were divided into low and high rainfall zones. Entries were grown
in their most representative zones. The CLOAX trial was made up of soft winter wheat
carrying the Clearfield or CoAXium herbicide resistance. For consistent fertility manage-
ment, the hard winter wheat trials contain hard red, hard white, and the herbicide-resis-
tant hard wheats.
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Karl Effertz
Lead Technician,
Washington State University's
Variety Testing Program
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Table 1: 2024 WSU Extension Soft Winter Wheat Variety

Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=<12"

WGC REPORTS N8

Table 2: 2024 WSU Extension Soft Winter Wheat Variety
Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=12-16"

Grain Test Grain Grain Test Grain
Variety (Club) Yield Weight Protein Variety (Club) Yield Weight Protein
LCS Shine 87.7 604 83 LCS Jefe 108.0 60.2 91
ARS Crescent 82.8 61.1 84 LCS Hulk 102.4 60.5 9.8
Norwest Duet 799 614 8.7 WB1621 101.0 599 91
Devote 784 62.9 94 Norwest Duet 100.7 60.4 9.7
LCS Hulk 78.0 614 9.2 Norwest Tandem 100.4 60.4 9.7
AP Exceed 78.0 62.7 8.7 LCS Kamiak 100.1 60.9 10.5
Pritchett 779 614 9.0 AP Exceed 991 61.5 9.6
Norwest Tandem 715 61.2 84 SY Dayton 98.9 59.7 9.7
WB1621 76.1 63.0 8.7 Nimbus 98.8 60.1 9.8
Jameson 75.7 61.1 8.9 TMCM-Press 97.6 60.1 9.3
(astella 75.2 60.6 85 Rollie 96.2 60.8 94
WB1720 75 62.0 85 TMCM-Pire 96.2 61.1 10.0
Otto 743 61.0 8.7 WB1922 95.6 60.8 104
Nimbus 72.5 609 8.1 Jameson 95.1 59.5 10.0
WB1922 71.2 62.5 8.8 GS Bounty 94.6 60.6 10.2
Windust 69.8 61.6 8.9 WB1545 93.2 60.9 103
TMCM-Press 69.0 60.9 84 AP Olympia 93.1 61.5 10.0
GS Bounty 68.5 62.0 9.0 AP lliad 92.5 60.0 9.7
TMCM-Pire 589 614 93 Pritchett 91.5 59.2 9.6
Rollie 58.0 61.6 8.9 ARS Crescent 89.8 59.2 99
WB1545 254 LCS Shine 89.7 60.0 91
Average 73.4 59.9 8.5 Devote 89.1 613 10.6
LSD (0.05) 7.0 0.7 0.8 (astella 84.2 59.8 94
V% 77 1.0 17 Average 95.4 60.3 10.0
+ 2024 Douglas, Harrington, Ritzville. LSD (0.05) 5.6 14 0.8
« Winter injury was severe on sensitive lines at these locations in 2024: V% 55 2.2 5.0

Harrington, Ritzville.
« WB1545 test weight and protein could not be calculated at Harrington
and Ritzville due to winter injury.

In the soft white winter wheat trials for the less-than-
12-inch rainfall zone, LCS Shine, along with the older
varieties, ARS Crescent, Norwest Duet, and Devote, had
higher grain yields; several other varieties were ranked
similarly above average. Protein concentration were
acceptably low, for soft white wheat, and test weights
were high (see Table 1). Average grain yields were higher
than normal in the 12-to-16-inch rainfall zone due to
superior yields at Reardan and Creston (Table 2). A
group of several varieties including LCS Jefe, LCS Hulk,
WBI1621, Norwest Duet, Norwest Tandem, LCS Kamiak,
and AP Exceed ranked higher than others. Test weights
were a bit low on average. Grain yields of LCS Shine and
Castella were impacted by game feeding at Anatone and
Creston.

As we moved into the higher rainfall zones, the earlier
maturing varieties, including Norwest Tandem and TMC
M-Pire, had better performance for grain yield and test

- 2024 Anatone, Creston, Eureka, Reardan.

+ No 2024 protein data for Creston and Reardan.

- Winter injury was severe on sensitive lines in 2024 for Creston.

- Wild game feeding occurred in 2024 on awnless lines at Creston.

weight, although protein concentrations were creeping
up. The warm July temperatures shortened the grain
filling period (Table 3). The effects of the July heat were
more evident in the greater-than-20-inch rainfall zone,
where average grain yield was lower than observed in
the 16-to-20-inch zone (Table 4). Test weights were low,
and protein concentrations were high for the same rea-
son. LCS Shine had the highest grain yields followed by
Norwest Duet.

In the CLOAX trials, the herbicide-resistant soft winter
wheat varieties with the Clearfield resistance trait had
similar grain yields to each other, except for Mallory
CL+, which was impacted by cold injury (Table 5). Top
performers with the Clearfield trait were Sockeye CL+
and Piranha CL+ in the low rainfall zones, while VI
Encore CL+ and Sockeye CL+ joined the group in the
high rainfall zones. Top performers with the CoAXium
resistance trait were LCS Kraken and Nova AX in the
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Table 3: 2024 WSU Extension Soft Winter Wheat Variety

Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=16-20"

Table 4: 2024 WSU Extension Soft Winter Wheat Variety
Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=>20"

+ 2024 Dusty, Mayview, Walla Walla.
- Winter injury was severe on sensitive lines at 2024 Walla Walla.
« Wild game feeding occurred in 2024 on awnless lines at Mayview

less-than-12-inch rainfall zone. Nova AX continued to
perform well in the other rainfall zones, but most of the
varieties carrying the CoAXium trait had lower grain
yields than the Clearfield lines and the LCS Shine check.
The CoAXium trait has been more challenging to move
into soft white wheat because it was originally available
as a hard red winter wheat. All these trials had similar
trends for test weight and protein concentrations across
rainfall zones as described above in the soft winter
wheat trials.

The two best performing varieties in the less-than-
12-inch hard winter wheat trials were Kivari AX and
Whistler but they were not entered into other rainfall
zones. LCS Jet out-performed all other hard winter
wheats when averaged over all dry locations (Table 7).
Grain yields at both the Douglas and Ritzville loca-
tions were significantly higher than normal. Although
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Grain Test Grain Grain Test Grain
Variety (Club) Yield Weight Protein Variety (Club) Yield Weight Protein
Norwest Tandem 1324 60.7 1.1 LCS Shine 1237 58.1 10.8
TMCM-Pire 1320 619 1.2 Norwest Duet 119.8 59.1 1.2
LCS Jefe 1281 60.7 10.6 LCS Jefe 17.2 58.2 10.5
Inspire 1273 59.8 1.2 LCS Kamiak 115.9 59.7 1n.7
LCS Blackjack 1271 58.6 11.0 LCS Blackjack 115.5 56.4 13
TMCM-Press 126.2 61.1 10.8 LCS Hulk 114.2 58.7 1.2
LCS Shine 1249 60.2 109 AP Olympia 112.8 59.6 114
LCS Kamiak 123.2 614 1.2 Inspire 1125 575 13
AP lliad 122.7 60.1 11.6 AP Exceed 110.8 59.1 1.1
VI Gem 1221 60.4 10.6 Norwest Tandem 110.6 58.0 11
LCS Hulk 120.2 60.3 11.6 Nimbus 110.3 583 11.6
AP Exceed 120.1 61.6 109 GS Bounty 109.7 58.7 1.2
LCS Artdeco 119.8 594 10.2 VI Gem 109.1 58.2 11.0
Purl 197 60.5 14 LCS Artdeco 107.0 56.6 10.7
GS Bounty 117.8 594 11.6 SY Dayton 1059 583 11
Norwest Duet 177 60.4 10.8 TMCM-Press 105.3 58.7 1.2
AP Olympia 17.7 613 1.2 Rydrych MZ 104.2 594 1n.7
WB1621 116.1 624 109 Purl 102.6 58.8 11
WB1922 1144 60.5 1.7 AP lliad 102.2 58.0 11.6
Rydrych MZ 113.6 61.0 1.7 (ameo 101.8 58.0 124
SY Dayton 1104 60.3 14 (astella 99.7 60.1 1.6
Nimbus 108.1 60.5 1.7 SY Assure 99.2 59.3 1.9
SY Assure 103.4 60.9 11.6 TMCM-Pire 98.5 58.7 11.5
(ameo 1025 58.5 125 Average 106.5 58.3 1.4
(astella 95.2 60.5 11.1 LSD (0.05) 5.7 13 0.3
Average 1214 60.5 1.2 V% 5.1 2.1 2.7
LSD (0.05) n3 0.8 0.5 + 2024 Colton, Fairfield, Farmington, Pullman
W% 7.6 1.0 39

test weights were high, the protein concentrations were
quite low, likely due to grain yields that were much
higher than the fertility program applied to the plots.
Walla Walla was the only location for hard wheat in the
16-to-20-inch rainfall zone. Grain yields averaged almost
140 bushels per acre, and both test weight and protein
were high. This trial received adequate amounts of
fertilizer for hard winter wheat. LCS Blackbird, Scorpio,
LCS Missile, and LCS Jet were the top performers. In the
greater-than-20-inch region, LCS Jet continued to exhibit
why it occupies more hard winter wheat acreage than
other hard wheats in Washington. This trial at Pullman
had high protein but low test weights, likely due to the
July heat as mentioned earlier. Data for the high rainfall
zones is averaged in Table 8.

Full results from the 2025 winter trials are on the
Small Grains website at smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety. »
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The 2024 plot tour in Harrington, Wash.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture-Agricultural Research Service club wheat breeder, Kimberly Garland-Campbell, speaks to growers during the 2024
Harrington, Wash., plot tour.
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Table 5: 2024 WSU Extension CLOAX Winter Wheat Variety

Table 6: 2024 WSU Extension CLOAX Winter Wheat Variety

Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=<16"

Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=>16"

Table 7: 2024 WSU Extension Hard Winter Wheat Variety

Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=<16"

Grain Test Grain Grain Test Grain
Variety Yield Weight Protein Variety Yield Weight Protein
LCS Hydra AX 824 61.6 9.2 Appleby CL-+ 112.5 60.1 1.5
LCS Kraken AX 839 61.1 9.5 LCS Dagger AX 103.8 61.1 19
LCS Scorpion AX 733 60.2 9.3 LCS Hydra AX 105.4 61.2 109
Mallory CL+ 70.7 60.0 9.5 LCS Kraken AX 105.1 60.3 1.5
Nova AX 86.0 60.3 9.1 LCS Reaper Il AX 94.1 60.5 121
Piranha (L+ 85.3 60.5 94 LCS Scorpion AX 105.1 59.5 1.1
Sockeye CL+ 88.1 60.2 9.2 LCS Shine 129.8 59.8 10.5
VIEncore (L+ 839 60.8 93 Mallory CL+ 109.2 594 15
VI Presto CL+ 791 62.1 9.8 Nova AX 1153 59.3 13
Average 81.7 60.8 9.5 Piranha L+ 119.0 591 109
LSD (0.05) 6.2 0.6 0.5 Resilience CL+ 113.5 59.2 11.6
W% 6.8 0.8 4.5 Sockeye CL+ 1235 58.9 10.8
- 2024 Anatone, Creston, Douglas, Eureka, Harrington, Reardan, Ritzville. Stingray CL+ 118.0 58.3 121
- Data averaged over entries in all trials listed above. VI Encore CL+ 123.8 60.0 1.3
VI Voodoo CL+ 116.9 58.7 114
Average 116.5 59.7 1.3
LSD (0.05) 9.4 0.7 0.5
W% 7.0 1.0 3.5

+ 2024 Colton, Dusty, Fairfield, Farmington, Mayview, Pullman, Walla

Walla.

« LCS Shine is a non-Clearfield, non-CoAXium check.
« Data averaged over entries in all trials listed above.

Table 8: 2024 WSU Extension Hard Winter Wheat Variety
Trial Summary, Precipitation Zone=>16"
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+ 2024 Anatone, Douglas, Eureka, Reardan, Ritzville.
- Data averaged over entries in all trials listed above.
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Grain Test Grain Grain Test Grain
Variety Yield Weight Protein Variety Yield Weight Protein
(anvas 78.0 634 1.2 (anvas 81.6 571 144
Gemini 83.2 61.1 11.6 Kairos 95.6 55.8 15.2
GSHR5 75.5 613 129 Keldin 91.0 56.1 15.7
Keldin 815 62.7 10.7 LCS Blackbird 89.0 529 15.8
LCS Eclipse AX 69.7 59.7 10.7 LCS Eclipse AX 69.9 50.8 14.2
LCS Jet 87.6 614 10.8 LCS Jet 977 559 15.0
LCS Missile 81.1 61.6 11.0 LCS Missile 89.1 56.0 15.8
Scorpio 814 61.6 1.2 Scorpio 89.8 554 14.8
WB4311 76.6 62.9 1.7 WB4394 783 54.6 145
WB4394 78.7 63.2 1.1 WB4510 CLP 74.2 571 15.2
WB4510 CLP 76.8 63.7 10.7 WB4640 79.0 55.3 153
WB4640 823 62.6 13 Average 83.9 55.0 14.9
Average 71.5 62.1 1.2 LSD (0.05) 15.5 2.1 0.9
LSD (0.05) 74 13 1.0 V% 8.4 1.7 2.7
V% 6.9 1.5 5.2 + 2024 Pullman, Walla Walla.

- Data averaged over entries in all trials listed above.
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2024 test plots in Harrington, Wash.
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The data is posted online in a different —
format this year due to Washington
state accessibility requirements. Rather

H Koﬁtena

than individual PDF tables posted for . National fo
each location, tables are now embedded . ; 111‘5%15;‘ i..r:.', : i
within the website, and multiple loca- Almira W, CLOAX, H 5.
tions are combined within precipitation L 47°3642.2°N Q. O "

: | oo 119542 6TW = y e
zones. Single-year and two-year aver- Douglas SWIW/ CLOAX. | o - 47°2443.6TH
ages are provided for each table. Trial [T A

data is summarized by rainfall zones: y
less-than-12 inches, 12-to-16 inches, 16-  Mmpia
t0-20 inches, and greater-than-20 inches

of annual rainfall.

Of course, grain yield isn’t the only
trait that is used for variety selection.
We have been updating and upgrad-
ing the WSU Variety Selection tool for
wheat and barley. Through links on the
WSU Small Grains website, you will be
able to search the trial data by loca-
tion, by region, or by a custom set of locations. For each
variety, data, including multiyear yields, test weight and
protein, disease ratings, winter survival index, and end-
use quality, can be selected and used to determine the
best varieties for your own production. The originator of
the variety and seed availability will also be regularly
updated. We are linking this selection tool to the variety
testing database so that it will remain up to date. This
site was our most visited before we had to update it due
to changes in WSU information technology. Our goal is
to keep it more accessible and useful than ever.

o
o Portland

2024 test plots at the Spillman Farm in Pullman, Wash.
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The 2025 winter wheat trials were planted in the fall
of 2024. We have been out to visit all sites, and most look
good or at least like the local fields. Locations are marked
in the map above, and specific GPS coordinates are
available on the Small Grains Variety Testing website at
https://smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/.

Our dryland Extension team has worked with the
technicians who are managing the variety testing pro-
gram to put the finishing touches on our summer plot
tour schedule. Plot tours are scheduled at 23 locations in
June and early July. Events and field days in Oregon and
Washington are also listed for ease in planning. Many
of the plot tours will be led by
the lead technician for variety
testing, Dr. Karl Effertz. Contact
him if you have questions about
tours and plans for the fall. The
tour schedule is also on the WSU
Small Grains website where
you can check for changes or
updates. Let’s hope the next five
months remain kind to the 2025
wheat crop, and we hope to see
you in the field in 2025. m

Acknowledgements: Funding
for the WSU Extension Uniform
Cereal Variety Testing Program is
provided by the Washington Grain
Commission. Variety trials are made
possible by the contribution of land
and time from farmer cooperators
where the trials are located.
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PNW Crop Tour Schedule
WSU Variety Testing Program

The 2025 crop tour season will begin soon and provides opportunities to view field trials and interact with WSU personnel. The list below provides an outline of the time and

location of each tour. Please check with the contact listed prior to the tour to verify the time, location, and agenda or reach out to your local county wheat growers association
or other co-sponsor. Location maps for the WSU Extension Cereal Variety Trials are available online at
Thank you to the Washington Grain Commission for funding to support the trials and tours as well as the county wheat growers associations and co-sponsors for programs and

h

tps://smallgrains.wsu.edu/variet

meals associated with the field days. Finally, a big thank you to all the grower cooperators for their time and resources to host the variety trials. We truly appreciate all the

continued support.

-The WSU Cereal Variety Testing Team

Date Start Time Tour Starting Location GPS Contact
29-Ma 8am Western Wheat Workers Spillman Agronomy Farm 46°41'45.5"N 117°08'50.0"W | Alison Thompson, 509-335-7850
v Meeting Field Tour** P g v ) i pson,
Horse Heaven: Winter and Horse Heaven Community Hall 37301 o141 . gt " 1
3-Jun 8am Spring Wheat County Well Rd, Prosser, WA 46°11'12.2"N 119°34'29.6"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
5-Jun 9am Ritzville: Winter Wheat 47°09'42.1"N 118°25'35.8"W 47°09'42.1"N 118°25'35.8"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
9-Jun 10am Harrington: Winter Wheat* 47°23'42.1"N 118°24'00.6"W 47°23'42.1"N 118°24'00.6"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
10-un | 7:45am | Pendleton, OR(OSU/ARS) | CPARCStation48037TubbsRanchRd, | coa6 gn118°37'31.6'W |  Debbie Sutor, 541-278-4405
Adams, OR 97810
. Palouse Conservation Field Station oqr . 014 " o
11-Jun 1:30pm WSU Weed Tour (PCFS) Pullman, WA 46°45'39.3"N 117°11'08.5"W Drew Lyon, 509-335-2961
11-Jun 7:45am Moro, OR (OSU/ARS) 66365 Lone Rock Rd, Moro, OR 97039 45°28'56.6"N 120°43'34.3"W Debbie Sutor, 541-278-4405
12-Jun 8:30am Lind Field Day 781 E. Experiment Station Road, Lind, WA 47°00'04.3"N 118°34'05.0"W | Samantha Crow, 509-677-3671
13-Jun TBD Douglas County TBD Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
16-Jun 9am Moses Lake: Winter and CHS Wheeler Office 3132Rd 0, M0ses | oq-56 oy 119010'20.3'W | Andy McGuire, 509-754-2011
Spring Wheat Lake, WA
Mayview: Winter and VT Winter Site: 46°35'19.9"N S . . " ey
17-Jun 9am Spring Cereals* 117°23'50.7"W 46°35'19.9"N 117°23'50.7"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
17-Jun 1pm Mayview: Spring Canola 46°35'49.8"N 117°24'15.7"W 46°35'49.8"N 117°24'15.7"W Jesse Ford, 509-990-6313
18-Jun 7am Fairfield: Winter and Harvest Moon Restaurant, Rockford, WA | 47°27'06.3'N 117°07'55.7"W |  Ken Fucchs, 509-220-0891
Spring Cereals
Farmington: Winter and VT Winter Site: 47°02'20.0"N ono . ono N 1
18-Jun 1pm Spring Cereals 117°02'55.4"W 47°02'20.0"N 117°02'55.4"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
20-Jun 10am Palouse: Spring Cereals 46°55'68.4"N 117°13'12.2"W 46°55'68.4"N 117°13'12.2"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
20-Jun 1pm Cook Agronomy Farm Cook Research Farm 4001 WhelanRd, | 015105 40\ 117005'38.4"W Jesse Ford, 509-990-6313
Spring Canola Tour Pullman, WA
20-un | 2:30pm | \WhitmanCountyGrowers | o\t Facilities Tour, Pullman, WA | 46°43'56.3'N 117°09'16.6"W |  Randy Suess, 509-595-3907
Campus Tours
23-Jun 9am Eureka (WSU/OSU): 46°17'34.3"N 118°35'40.6"W 46°17'34.3"N 118°35'40.6"W | Rachel Wieme, 509-524-2685
Winter Wheat
Walla Walla (WSU/OSU): VT Winter Site: 46°07'10.2"N on " 01 " . cou
23-Jun 1pm Winter and Spring Cereals* 118°13'41.4"W 46°07'10.2"N 118°13'41.4"W Rachel Wieme, 509-524-2685
23-Jun 3pm Waitsburg: Spring Canola 46°10'52.6"N 118°18'19.1"W 46°10'52.6"N 118°18'19.1"W Jesse Ford, 509-990-6313
Reardan: Winter and VT Winter Site: 47°42'02.0"N . . o At " azq.
24-Jun 11am Spring Cereals* 117°54'25 5"W 47°42'02.0"N 117°54'25.5"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
Almira: Winter and Spring McKay Seed Almira 39355 Sorensen Rd. oz . oz "
24-Jun 3pm Cereals* N, Almira, WA 99103 47°50'06.9"N 118°53'40.8"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
26-Jun 8:30am WSU Wilke Farm Field Day 47°39'23.1"N 118°07'54.4"W 47°39'23.1"N 118°07'54.4"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
26-Jun 8:30am WSU Potato Field Day Othello Research Station 1471 W. CoxRd | 46°47'42.7"N 119°02'562.5"W Mark Pavec, 509-335-6861
27-Jun 9am Dayton: Spring Cereals 46°23'00.6"N 117°51'02.0"W 46°23'00.6"N 117°51'02.0"W Rachel Wieme, 509-524-2685
St. John: Winter and Spring VT Winter Site: 47°05'02.0"N o . onqt " [y
30-Jun 9am Cereals 117°31'08.8"W 47°05'02.0"N 117°31'08.8"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063
1-Jul 10am Bickleton: Spring Wheat 46°02'19.6"N 120°15'46.8"W 46°02'19.6"N 120°15'46.8"W Karl Effertz, 701-471-2063

*Falling Numbers presentation from Dr. Alison Thompson and Dr. Amber Hauvermale

**Breakfast and Lunch only included if you register for meeting

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information, or reasonable accommodation need to
contact the coordination person listed under Contact above at the telephone number listed at least two weeks prior to the event. Extension
programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension

office.
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Trade keeps attention on core market drivers

By Allison Thompson
Owner, The Money Farm

The wheat market today is unpredict-
able, fast moving, and full of shifting
dynamics. Yet, in this uncertain envi-
ronment, wheat markets have shown
real grit. That resilience is a clear signal
that, despite the short term swings, underlying fun-
damentals matter most. For producers, it’s a reminder
to stay informed, remain flexible and focused on long-
term opportunities — even when the road ahead looks
uncertain.

Trade tensions continue to loom over wheat exchanges,
with shifting export policies, tariffs, and geopolitical
tensions potentially altering global trade flows. While
tensions with key wheat-importing countries like Mexico
and other top buyers of U.S. wheat appear to have eased
in the near term, questions persist about the longer-term
ramifications. Traditionally, negative news — such as the
imposition of tariffs or trade restrictions — would drive
prices lower across affected commodities. However, the
wheat market has not followed that predictable pattern.
Rather than plummeting, wheat exchanges are seem-
ingly finding support. This price stability is indicative
of strong underlying support, signaling a potential shift
in market sentiment. For producers, this development
is noteworthy and should not be overlooked, as it may
point to future opportunities amid ongoing volatility.

There are many possible reasons for this type of action.
First, it’s important to remember that grain markets,
including wheat, are a discount mechanism. This means
that the futures price can be reduced or “discounted”
in anticipation of market forces or future events. For ex-
ample, if favorable weather conditions or bumper crops
in key producing regions signal a potential oversupply,
the market may lower prices in anticipation of the excess,
even before the supply is realized (harvest). Similarly,
geopolitical tensions and shifting trade relations can
trigger price adjustments to reflect expected risk and
uncertainty.

This discount mechanism allows the market to quickly
absorb and price in fresh information. In doing so, it
helps smooth out supply and demand fluctuations and
offers valuable insight into future trends and overall
market sentiment. For producers, understanding this dy-
namic is key; it helps cut through the market “noise” and

WHEAT LIFE | MAY 2025

keeps the focus on what truly drives long-term value:
supply and demand fundamentals. While trade rela-
tions can certainly influence the fundamental outlook,
the market appears increasingly comfortable navigating
headline risks. In many cases, these topics are swiftly
evaluated, priced in, and then moved past, as the trade
shifts its attention back to core drivers like U.S. produc-
tion, global stocks, and exports.

On March 31, 2025, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) released its prospective plantings report, project-
ing total U.S. wheat acreage for the 2025 harvest at 45.35
million acres — down 2% from last year. If realized, this
would mark the second-lowest total wheat acreage plant-
ed in the U.S. since 1919. The primary driver behind the
decline is a notable drop in spring wheat acreage. NASS
estimates just 10 million acres of spring wheat will be
planted this year, the smallest since 1970. Winter wheat
acreage is projected at 33.3 million acres, down slightly
— 0.2% — from 2024. Of that, about 23.6 million acres are
expected to be hard red winter (HRW) wheat; 6.09 mil-
lion acres in soft red winter (SRW); and 3.66 million acres
of white winter (WW) wheat. Durum wheat seedings
are also projected to decline by 2% to approximately 2
million acres. These historically low acreage levels could
have significant implications for supply expectations and
price discovery moving forward.

U.S. wheat ending stocks remain a vital indicator
in shaping the market outlook, providing a snapshot
of how tight or comfortable supplies may be heading
into the new crop year. While U.S. wheat stocks have
increased in recent years, they still remain well below
historical averages — a trend that points to tighter
overall supply conditions. With acreage and yield for the
upcoming season still uncertain, maintaining adequate
supply levels will be crucial. When stocks are low, the
market becomes more sensitive to production risks and
shifts in demand, often leading to sharper price fluctua-
tions. For producers, this presents both risks and oppor-
tunities. While tighter stocks can support higher futures
prices, they also make the market more volatile, creating
potential for both profit and loss. Alongside U.S. stocks,
global wheat inventories will also play a key role in shap-
ing market dynamics, as shifts in global supply levels
can directly impact competition and pricing.

While U.S. ending stocks remained relatively tight,



global inventories — especially
those held by major exporters —
remain more comfortable, though
unevenly distributed. A significant
portion of the world’s wheat stocks
are held by China and India, much
of which is not readily available to
the export market. When looking
at exporter-held supplies — those
actually available to meet global
demand — the picture becomes
much tighter. Countries like Russia,
the EU, and Australia (see chart)
have recently carried more of the
export load, and any production
hiccups in those regions could
quickly tighten global availability.
For U.S. producers, it’s important to
watch not just domestic supply, but
how global exporter stocks shift,
because that’s where real competi-
tion and price pressure exists. In
years where global exporter stocks
tighten, U.S. wheat tends to become
more competitive, opening the door
for stronger export demand and
price support.

The recent decline in the U.S.
dollar has also provided notable
support to wheat prices, especially
in the global export market. As
the dollar weakens, U.S. wheat
becomes more competitively priced
for international buyers, enhancing
demand from key importers. This
price advantage makes U.S. wheat
more attractive compared to other
major exporters, helping to main-
tain or even increase export sales
despite the ongoing tariffs and
trade barriers that have, at times,
complicated global trade. For pro-
ducers, the lower dollar can create
a favorable pricing environment,
as increased export demand often
translates into higher futures prices
and stronger cash markets. As long
as the U.S. dollar remains weak,
this trend may continue to provide
price support for wheat, offering an
opportunity to capture value in a
potentially volatile market.

The outlook for wheat markets,

WHEAT WATCH

Share of global wheat exports by country, 2008/09-2024/25
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Note: 2024125 shares are estimated based on official USDA forecasts published in August 2024
1/ European Union represents external trade for all 27 countries for 2016117 to present. For years 201516
and previous, the total includes 28 countries (including the United Kingdom).
Source; USDA, Economic Research Service calculations using data from USDA, Foreign Agricultural
Service, Production, Supply, and Disinibution database.

as we enter the U.S. growing season, is shaped by a complex mix of factors,
including ongoing trade relations, tariffs, and both global and domestic pro-
duction prospects. For instance, the U.S. has faced trade challenges with key
wheat importers like China and Mexico, where tariffs and trade barriers have
influenced export volumes. However, the recent weakening of the U.S. dollar
has provided a counterbalance by making U.S. wheat more competitively
priced, offering an advantage in markets like the EU and North Africa, where
demand remains strong. At the same time, domestic production prospects are
uncertain, as drought conditions in the Plains could impact yield, while global
production shifts — such as reduced wheat output in Ukraine — further com-
plicate the supply picture. For producers, navigating this landscape requires
staying informed about these interconnected dynamics, remaining flexible in
their marketing strategies, and focusing on long-term opportunities, such as
capitalizing on shifts in export demand or hedging against production risks.

For producers navigating the uncertainties of the wheat market, hedging
strategies are an essential tool to manage risk and lock in favorable prices.
Futures contracts allow producers to secure a selling price for their wheat
before it’s harvested, providing price protection against potential market
downturns. Options contracts can also be useful, offering flexibility by allow-
ing producers to benefit from upward price movements while limiting losses
if prices fall.

With the market’s volatility influenced by factors like weather conditions,
trade relations, and currency fluctuations, hedging offers a way to manage
these variables without taking on excessive risk. By using these tools, produc-
ers can safeguard their revenue streams and focus on optimizing production,
knowing they have a strategy in place to mitigate some of the uncertainties
ahead. m

Allison Thompson is the owner of The Money Farm, a grain marketing advisory ser-
vice located in Ada, Minn. She is also still actively involved in her family’s grain farm,
where her husband and father grow corn, soybeans, and wheat.
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My Olympia Days experience

By Zach Klein
2024-25 Washington Wheat Ambassador

Before the Olympia Days trip, I wasn't
quite sure what to expect. I knew we
would be meeting with legislators,
talking about issues that matter to our
communities, and learning more about
how the state government works. Not
only did I learn more about how the
government works, but the experience
provided an unexpected learning mo-
ment about myself and my connection to
the issues we discussed. I was honored
to be able to attend the trip as a wheat ambassador for the
Washington wheat industry.

During one meeting with Sen. Mike Chapman (D-Port
Angeles), the conversation turned toward the topic of dam
removal. I had been thinking about this issue for a long
time, especially since all the threats recently to remove
them. Many people don't realize that dams are not just
concrete structures, but they represent irrigation, energy,
history, and transportation for many ag commodities.

So when Chapman said, “The dams won't be taken out
in this generation, or even yours,” it was a very reassur-

ing thing to hear because growing up
in a rural area, I've always understood
how closely tied we are to the land. We
don't just drive past fields — we work
them. I've helped with planting, har-
vesting, and caring for animals, and
I've seen how much effort and care goes
into keeping a farm running. Prices for
supplies keep going up, and unpredict-
able weather makes everything more
stressful. If irrigation became unreliable
because of dam removal, it would push
a lot of farms past the breaking point.

Furthermore, one thing that was meaningful and
surprising was seeing how the legislators were willing to
listen to our entire group as we brought up the issues that
mattered most to us. It didn't feel like we were just check-
ing a box or being rushed through a meeting. Instead, the
legislators gave us their full attention and really listened
to what each person had to say. Whether someone was
talking about the impact of dam removal on farming,
concerns about affordable housing, or access to clean
water in rural communities, the legislators or staff in the
room were taking notes, asking thoughtful questions, and

showing respect for our perspectives. It was clear they
weren't just hearing us — they were

==
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trying to understand. That made a huge impression on me.

I also learned something unexpected about how the
Legislature works. From the outside, the government can
seem slow and full of rules and procedures that don't
always make sense. But during our meetings, I realized
that the people in these positions — senators, representa-
tives, staffers — are just that: people. They have personal
stories, local connections, and, most of all, they care. I had
this idea that politicians were distant or unapproachable,
but I learned that many of them truly want to hear from
students and community members. They may not always
agree with us, but they respect our experiences and what
we bring to the table.

I realized in a different meeting how disconnected some
decision-makers can be from rural life. I don’t mean that in
a bad way, just that a lot of people making policies live in
urban areas and may not fully understand how much we
depend on these systems. It reminded me how important
it is for organizations like the Washington Association of
Wheat Growers to bring those personal experiences into
the room. Legislators can read data all day long, but when
someone looks them in the eye and tells them what it’s like
to run a family farm, it makes the issue real.

Tor

Grain Handling

and Storage

FEATURE

What I'll take with me from Olympia Days is the many
new things I learned. I've realized that leadership doesn’t
mean having all the answers — it means being willing to
speak up, listen carefully, and stand by what you believe
in, even when it’s not easy. It means connecting with
people, sharing stories, and finding common ground, even
in the face of disagreement.

In the future, I plan to take what I learned from this
experience and apply it to my own aspirations. Whether
I end up working on the farm, in policy, or in another
field, I now know that making one’s voice heard matters.
The moments with the legislators reminded me that the
struggles I face as part of a farming family are not just
personal, they are part of a larger, collective experience
that deserves to be heard. Moving forward, I will continue
to advocate for the things that matter to me and other
farmers, and I will use the skills and confidence I gained
during Olympia Days to make a positive impact on issues.

Ultimately, it was a privilege to be a part of the trip as a
wheat ambassador. The trip taught me not just about the
legislative process, but about the importance of speaking
up and sharing our stories, no matter how personal or dif-
ficult they may be. m
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Turbulent economics: It’s a time to buckle up

By Dr. David M. Kohl
Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tech

With over 10 million miles of air
travel — equivalent to 18 trips to the
moon and back — I still find turbu-
lence unsettling. The same applies to
managing an agricultural business
amid today’s economic uncertain-
ties, driven by geopolitics, conflicts,
societal trends, and Mother Nature.
Navigating this requires a focus on
controllable factors and adaptability
to external disruptions. Like fly-
ing through turbulence, economic
uncertainty can trigger decision
paralysis. In such times, taking a
deep breath and seeking perspective
can help maintain sound short- and
long-term decision-making.

Government payments:
A cautionary approach

Government payments, particu-
larly in the grain industry, provide
welcome financial relief but should
be handled with care. These funds
should be considered one-time
infusions, not recurring revenue.

Sponsored by the
Agricultural Marketing
& Management
Organization.

For more information and
a schedule of classes visit
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

AMMO

Agricultural Marketing & Management Organlzsthn
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Depending on your financial situation, they may cover past losses, fund current
inputs, or be set aside as working capital for future downturns. Avoid making
long-term investments or taking on new debt based solely on receiving these
payments. Adjust your budgets and break-even projections accordingly — these
are windfalls, not guaranteed income. As the saying goes, “easy come, easy go.”

Buckling up the financial seat belt

An economic downcycle sometimes requires financial discipline or tightening
the belt for the economic and the financial turbulence. A positive is that these
challenging economic times can lead to practices that are very beneficial when
the economic business cycle turns to the positive.

A key first step in weathering tight economic times is good, old-fashioned
goal setting, yet, 80% of Americans skip this important practice. Only 4% com-
mit to writing down their goals. Written goals provide direction and stability;
those without them are more vulnerable to turbulence.

A pre-COVID Canadian study found that farmers with written goals and
business plans had twice the mental resilience. Balancing mental, physical, and
financial well-being is crucial in navigating uncertainty.

The power of budgeting

Taking ownership of and understanding your numbers — costs, breakevens,
and potential outcomes — is mission-critical. A solid operational plan should
account for production goals, marketing strategies, and risk management.

I recently spoke with a young producer who mapped out financial scenarios,
from worst case to best case. Knowing these guardrails provided peace of mind



and allowed for informed decisions. By benchmarking
past economic cycles, he avoided emotional swings, stay-
ing level-headed in both good and bad times.

Pure accountability

Many professionals now turn to peer groups for insight
and accountability. These networks — both local and
global — offer unfiltered, real-time information and fresh
perspectives. Regular check-ins can confirm conditions,
inspire new strategies, and maintain a proactive mindset.

Yes, economic storm clouds loom for many in the indus-
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try, but those who buckle up and stay focused on business
and financial fundamentals will be positioned to thrive
when smoother skies return. m

Dr. David Kohl is an academic hall-of-famer in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va.
Dr. Kohl is a sought-after educator of lenders, producers and
stakeholders with his keen insight into the agriculture industry
gained through extensive travel, research and involvement in

ag businesses. é’
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= Enjoying harvest in Pouglas
=== County on L & M Farms are Jillian
& Whitehall Loebsack (front) and
+ - from left fo right, Blakely Loebsack
% (6), Hunter Loebsack (4), Nora
Loebsack (2), and combine driver

Nathaniel Whitehall. Photo by
Kevin Whitehall.

Rylee McKeirnan (6) checks her dad, Dave McKeirnan's, harvest progress
on the family’s farm near Pullman. Photo by Debbie Kelly




Ilfe...

_ Ewail pictures to

= edifor@wawag.org.

- Please include location of
5= picture, names  of all people
T appearmg in the picture and
£ - ages of all chlldren

“ Ben Swannack taking a ride
% with Mike Glorfield in Lamont.
Photo by Kerri Mays.
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egu a0 (2.5) and Miles (1) Hannas are wal’rmg for a.
ndel Pho’ro by l.mdsey Hannas. e .




All dates and times are subject to change.
Please verify event before heading out.

MAY 2025

3-4 RENAISSANCE FAIR. Music, en-
tertainment, food, arts and crafts and
maypole dances. East City Park, Moscow,
Idaho. moscowrenfair.org

4 BLOOMSDAY. Spokane, Wash.
bloomsdayrun.org

9-11 WINTHROP ‘49ER DAYS. Parade,
cowboy songs and poetry, dancing,
Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast.
Winthrop, Wash. winthropwashington.
com/events/old-west-festival/

13 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

15-18 SELAH COMMUNITY DAYS.
Carnival, car show, entertainment, ven-
dors. Selah, Wash. selahdays.com

16-18 WAITSBURG CELEBRATION
DAYS. Classic car show, cornhole tourna-
ment, street dance, vendors, parade,
soap box derby, music. Waitsburg, Wash.
waitsburged.com

17 WATERVILLE COMMUNITY GARAGE
SALE. Event runs from 8 a.m. to ap-
proximately 3 p.m. Maps and a list of
addresses will be available for pick up on
W. Locust Street. The event is sponsored
by Waterville Main Street Association.
historicwatervillewa.org/

22-25 MOSES LAKE SPRING FESTIVAL.
Three on three basketball tournament,
car show, parade, carnival, entertain-
ment. McCosh Park in Moses Lake, Wash.
springfestivalinmoseslake.com

23-25 LAST STAND RODEO. Cowboy
breakfast, fun run, parade, entertainment.
Coulee City, Wash. laststandrodeo.com

24-26 METHOW VALLEY RODEO.
Saddle brong, bareback, bulls, barrel
racing, team roping and junior events.
Held at the rodeo grounds, about halfway
between Twisp and Winthrop beginning
at 1 p.m. methowvalleyrodeo.com

3 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Horse Heaven, Wash., at 8 a.m. For infor-
mation call Karl Effertz at (701) 471-7850
or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/

3 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

4 WHEAT COLLEGE. AMMO workshop
featuring Peter “Wheat Pete” Johnson.
Registration starts at 9:30 a.m. Preregister
by calling (509) 659-0610. No charge,

and lunch will be provided. Wheatland
Fairgrounds in Ritzville, Wash.

5 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Ritzville, Wash., at 9 a.m. For informa-
tion call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

7 REARDAN MULE DAYS. Three on three
basketball tournament, poker ride, car
show, parade, vendors. Reardan, Wash.
reardanmuledays.com

6-7 ROSALIA BATTLE DAYS.
Community festival, parade, car show,
vendors market, pin-up contest, fun run,
kids activities, family games and more.
Rosalia, Wash. rosaliabattledays.info

9 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Harrington, Wash,, at 10 a.m. For infor-
mation call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210
or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/

10 PENDLETON STATION FIELD DAY.
Event begins at 7:45 a.m. at Pendleton
Station on Tubbs Ranch Road outside
Pendleton, Ore. For information call
Debbie Sutor at (541) 278-4405.

11 WSU WEED TOUR. Palouse
Conservation Field Station in Pullman,
Wash,, at 1:30 p.m. For information call
Drew Lyon at (509) 335-2961 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

11 MORO FIELD DAY. Event begins at
7:45 a.m. at Sherman Station on Lone
Rock Road outside Moro, Ore. For infor-

mation call Debbie Sutor at (541) 278-4405.

12 LIND FIELD DAY. Event begins at
8:30 a.m. at the WSU Dryland Research
Center in Lind, Wash. For information
call Samantha Crow at (509) 677-3671 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

13-14 DEMOLITION DERBY
EXTRAVAGANZA. Combine demolition
derby, parade, barbecue. Lind, Wash.
lindcombinederby.com

13-15 PROSPECTORS’ DAYS. Three on
three basketball, soap box derby, vendors,
classic car show, music. Republic, Wash.
republicchamber.org/prospectors-days

13-15 ALL WHEELS WEEKEND. Car
show, music, food. Dayton, Wash.
historicdayton.com/all-wheels-weekend

14 SNAKE RIVER FAMILY FESTIVAL.
Celebrate the lifeblood of the Palouse
and enjoy a free lunch and ice cream, live
music, favorite exhibitors, and kids’ ac-
tivities. Boyer Park and Marina, Colfax,
Wash,, 11 am. to 2 p.m. portwhitman.
com/snake-river-family-festival

14-15 UNION GAP OLD TOWN DAYS.
Washington state’s biggest civil war
reenactment. Trading post, blacksmith
shop, train rides, games and wagon tours.
Fullbright Park in Union Gap, Wash.
centralwaagmuseum.org/old-town-days-
union-gap.asp

16 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
CHS Wheeler Office in Moses Lake,
Wash.,, at 9 a.m.. For information call
Andy McGuire at (509) 754-2011 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

17 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Winter, spring cereals. Mayview, Wash.,
at 9 a.m. For info call Karl Effertz at (701)
471-7850 or smallgrains:wsu.edu/variety/

17 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Spring canola. Mayview, Wash., at 9 a.m.
For information call Jesse Ford at (509)
990-6313 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

18 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Fairfield, Wash., at 1 p.m. For informa-
tion call Karl Effertz at (701) 471-7850 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

20 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Palouse, Wash., at 10 a.m. For informa-
tion call Karl Effertz at (701) 471-7850 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

20 WSU COOK AGRONOMY FARM
SPRING CANOLA TOUR. Cook Research
Farm in Pullman, Wash. For information
call Jesse Ford at (509) 990-6313 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

20-22 WENATCHEE RIVER BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL. Adults/children workshops,
food, vendors, live music. Chelan County
Expo Center in Cashmere, Wash.
cashmerecoffeehouse.com/wrbfest.htm

21 SPRINT BOAT RACING. Enjoy 5 grass
terraces, two beer gardens and a great
atmosphere in St. John, Wash. Fun for
the entire family! Bring the lawn chairs,
sunscreen and blankets. 10 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. or until racing is finished.
webbsslough.com or (509) 553-1014.
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23 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Eureka, Wash., at 9 am. For
information call Rachel Wieme at (509)
524-2685 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/
variety/

23 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Walla Walla, Wash., at 1 p.m.
For info call Rachel Wieme at (509) 524-
2685 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

23 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Spring canola in Waitsburg,
Wash,, at 3 p.m. For information call
Jesse Ford at (509) 990-6313 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

24 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Reardan, Wash., at 11 a.m. For
info call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210
or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

24 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Almira, Wash,, at 3 p.m. For info
call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

25 SLIPPERY GULCH DAYS. Chamber
breakfast, fun run, tractor show, pa-
rade, music, vendors, fireworks. Tekoa,
Wash. slipperygulch.com

26 WILKE FARM FIELD DAY.
Davenport, Wash,, at 8:30 a.m. For in-
formation call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-
3210 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

27 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. Dayton, Wash., at 9 a.m. For info
call Rachel Wieme at (509) 524-2685 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

28-29 GAS ENGINE SHOW AND
SWAP MEET. Eastern Washington
Agricultural Museum on the Garfield
County Fairgrounds in Pomeroy,
Wash. ewamuseum?2008.gmail.com

30 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP
TOUR. St. John, Wash., at 10 a.m. For
info call Karl Effertz at (701) 471-7850 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/ m

Submissions

Listings must be received by the
10th of each month for the next
month’s Wheat Life. Email listings

to editor@wawg.org. Include
date, time and location of event,
plus contact info and a short
description.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

The market is always changing.
Let's map out your future together.

y ol L
Joe Behler AAMS®  Brian E.Bailey AAMS® Ryan Hamilton Joy Behen Beau Melton AAMS® Greg Bloom
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
11707 E Sprague Ave. 931 6th Street 650 SE Bishop Blvd 6115 Burden Blvd. Ste.A 609 S. Washington Professional Mall 11
Ste. 103 Clarkston, WA 99403 Ste. 130 Pasco, WA 99301 Ste. 203 1260 SE Bishop Blvd.Ste.C
Spokane Valley WA 99206 509-758-8731 Pullman, WA 99163 509-542-1626 Moscow, ID 83843 Pullman, WA 99163
509-927-8033 866-758-9595 509-339-7090 877-542-1626 208-882-1234 509-332-1564

Harry Van Dyken Hank Worden

Karson Taylor-LaMotte  Dea

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
6115 Burden Blvd, Ste. A 1024 16th Avenue, Ste.C 3616 W. Court St. Ste. | 1329 Aaron Drive 109 S. Second Avenue
Pasco, WA 99301 Lewiston, D 83501 Pasco, WA 99301 Richland, WA 99352 Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-542-1626 208-798-4742 509-545-8121 509-943-2920 509-529-9900
877-542-1626 888-545-8126 888-943-2920 800-964-3558
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Adams Tractor .................. 25  Custom Seed Conditioning R & H Machine

AGPRO ......ccviiiiiiiiiinnne 39 EdwardlJones................... 61 Rubisco Seeds .................. 15
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AgWest Farm Credit............. 27  Gateway Materials & Trailers....... 39  StateBankNW.................. 33
Albaugh ...l 7  GreatPlains Equipment ......... 63 T&SSales................o..... 55
Bank of Eastern Washington...... 57  JessFord........................ 26  TerraplexPNW.................. 19
Butch Booker ................... 57  Jones Truck & Implement........ 37  TessenderloKerley .............. 13
Byrnes Oil Company............. 39  Kincaid Real Estate.............. 57  The McGregor Company ........ 64
Central Machinery Sales........... 31 Kralman Steel Structures ........ 17  Tri-StateSeed ................... 31
Class 8 Trucks ................ 31,39  Limagrain Cereal Seeds........ 1,17  Walker's Furniture................ 9
COENnergy ....oovvvvivnnvnnnnns 41 North Pine Ag Equipment ....... 12 WheatlandBank ................ 30
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson...... 33 Northwest First Realtors......... 35  Washington State Crop

ColemanOil .................... 25 PNW Farmers Cooperative....... 62 Improvement Association..... 41
Correll’s Scale Service ........... 37  Pomeroy Grain Growers......... 37  WesternlInsurance .............. 12
Country Financial ............... 35 ProGene...........oiiiiiiinnn. 34  YounkerBrothers................ 37

Thank you to all of our advertisers.
Support those who support your industry.

« Grain Marketing & Storage

« Pulse & Specialty Crop Processing

OFFICES:

« Quality Pulse & Cereal Seeds
Genesee

§208-285-1.141 « Rail & River Shipping Terminals

_ Colfax IR
e 509 397-4381'_ -_

' Hgdgi__ng [uturgg& Options

Rosalla
50_9 -523- 3511.,,

'1.. i

Falrﬁeld

509 283- 212,4q g1 AR
RO O G e o/ www.pnw.coop
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Built for the die-hard no-tillers
who need to cover a lot of

acres with fewer refills, the
Great Plains NTA-3510 Air Drill
combines rugged dependability
with exceptional accuracy.

A
Gre'a/tlmams

“Harvest Starts Here.’

UNIFORM SEED DISTRIBUTION COULTER-ASSISTED OPENER SYSTEM CLOSE-COUPLED BIN € IMPLEMENT

Asingle fan supplies air to a divided manifold where Increase coulter depth to penetrate hard, dry The close-coupled design offers exceptional
the star-wheel meters drop the seed into the airflow soils, or reduce coulter depth in soft conditions. maneuverability when backing up. Active hydraulic
of each tower. The towers use a transition cone to This allows the 10 Series parallel linkage, double- weight transfer maintains even, consistent
uniformly divide the seed to each row. disc openers to properly place the seed. penetration across the entire width of the implement.

VISIT ONE OF THESE GREAT PLAINS DEALERS OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT: www.GreatPlainsAg.com

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Moses Lake, WA — 509-765-1257 Pasco, WA - 509-547-8920 Sunnyside, WA - 509-837-3833

FARM EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS FARM & HOME SUPPLY MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Pendleton, OR — 541-276-6222 Pomeroy, WA — 509-843-3395 Lexington, OR — 800-452-7396

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS  ST. JOHN HARDWARE & IMPLEMENT  WALTER IMPLEMENT, INC.
Wasco, OR - 800-824-7185 Fairfield, WA — 509-283-2111 Odessa, WA — 509-982-2644

©Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 3067D-GPM
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UP TO 4 BUSHELS PER DAY ARE LOST
FOR EACH DAY GRAIN FILL IS CUT SHORT.

. Protect your yield all the way to the FINISH.
Plant health fungicides + foliar nutrition at flag leaf timing extend photosynthesis,
improve grain fill, and optimize the investments you made at the START.

FINISH STRONG...

it’s the difference between average and excellence.

T
m YIELD 3D S ZRALLY

WWW.MCGREGOR.COM
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HERBICIDE

Visit us at; Corteva.us/LeashOnWeeds

c o R T E VA ™® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Tolvera® is not registered for

agriscience sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is
registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions.
©2025 Corteva. 027823 BR (03/25) CAAG5CRLS060
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CORTEVA

agriscience

Visit us at: Corteva.us/LeashOnWeeds

™® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Tolvera® is not registered for
sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is
registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions.

©2025 Corteva. 027823 BR (03/25) CAAG5CRLS060
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