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President’s Perspective

ll Don’t overlook mental health wellness

By Gil Crosby
President, Washington Association of Wheat Growers

This month’s column, focusing on mental health in
agriculture, is a bit of a challenge to tackle. It’s a crucial
issue that we should all be mindful of, especially given
the current state of the industry. It’s important for us to
look after our own mental well-being and support our
fellow farmers and community members. With the ris-
ing issue of declining commodity prices and escalating input costs, Chapter 12
bankruptcies have surged by over 55% in 2025.

Even in the middle of all this, agriculture still has a way of reminding us to
smile, usually at the most unexpected times. A load of seed wheat that is 200
pounds short to finish a field, a tractor that only starts when it feels like it, or
a display that just keeps throwing errors can test a person’s patience, but they
also give us stories we end up laughing about later. That humor matters more
than we give it credit for. It’s often the first crack in the pressure, the moment
where a hard day loosens its grip just enough to breathe. Taking five minutes
to swap those stories with a neighbor, or to admit “today didn’t go as planned”
doesn’t make anyone less tough, it makes your load a little lighter. In a line of
work where so much is out of our control, holding onto those small, human
moments might be one of the most practical tools we have.

Farmers are already about 3.5 times more likely to die by suicide, which
makes taking care of our mental health just as important as taking care of the
operation itself. For me, that means stepping away now and then, whether it’s
a round of golf, a few hours fishing, or even a quick couple of days to catch a
Mariners game. Those breaks aren’t wasted time, they are what help reset my
head and let me come back more focused and steady. Everyone’s version of
that reset looks different, and it doesn’t have to be big or expensive. It might
just be a few hours off the farm to clear your mind. The important part is mak-
ing time for it, because taking care of yourself is part of taking care of every-
thing else.

In agriculture, we pride ourselves on resilience, but resilience doesn’t mean
going it alone. Too often, it means keeping things to ourselves until the weight
gets too heavy. Looking out for each other is not just neighborly, it’s necessary.
It’s checking in, even when it feels a little uncomfortable. It’s noticing when
someone isn't quite themselves. It's reminding each other that a tough season
doesn’t define a lifetime. In a season where margins are tight and pressures
are high, the strongest thing we can do is to stay connected to our work, our
purpose, and each other. m

Cover photo: In the low rainfall zones of Eastern Washington, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

is used to help control wind erosion and establish wildlife habitat, like this land in Benton County.
Unfortunately, growers are raising concerns about lower rental rates, narrow seeding windows, and stand
requirements unsuited to the region. See page 26. All photos are Shutterstock images or taken by Wheat
Life staff unless otherwise noted.
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WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please check level of membership

Thank you to our

[ Student $90 1 Family $250 (up to 2 members)
O Grower $150 O Partnership $600 (up to 5 partners) cu rrent mem ers
O Landlord $150 O Convention $720

We fight every day to ensure that life on the
family farm continues to prosper and grow.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

O Industry Associate $250 O Lifetime $3,000

Name

Farm or Business

Address = % = '§ S
gw 9 =
2 = £ & g
City g2 822 858 .
E%‘s'ﬁ:aﬁm\bégg
$E SR SEEESg 25
State Zip 52 5= 25 SE&E =& S=
Producer/Landowners (Voting Membership)
Phone Fax Grower or Landlord $150 X X X X
Family $250
Emal (2 family mc.embers) X X X X
Partner'shlp $600 X X X X
— - (1-5 family members)
County Affiliation (if none, write state) Convention $720
G (2 individuals) X X X X X
ircle all that apply: —
Producer Landlord Individual IndustryRep. BusinessOwner ~Student Other Lifetime $3,000 X X X X X
(Tindividual)
WAWG « 109 East First Ave. « Ritzville, WA 99169. LI DG )
Or call 509-659-0610 and use your credit card to enroll by phone. Student $90 X X X
Industry Associate $250 X X X

WAWG's current top priorities are:

Preserving the lower Snake River dams. Maintaining a strong, reliable safety net
Fighting mandatory climate/carbon by preserving crop insurance and making
regulations. sure farm commodity programs work.

Lobbying the state Legislature for a Maintaining a safe, sound transportation
seasonal overtime exemption. system that includes rail, river and roads.

If these priorities are important to you, your family and your farm operation,
join WAWG today and help us fight.

More member benefits:
e Greensheet ALERTS e WAWG updates
e \/oice to WAWG through opinion surveys iy
* National Wheat Grower updates i . >0 \?vsa,?,vgﬁé(fax)
e State and national legislative updates WHEAT GROWERS

109 East First Ave.
Ritzville, WA 99169
509-659-0610

Call or visit
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of Crop Nutrition.
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Does your wheat have the nutrients it needs to reach higher yields?

Coron® Metra 25 is a foliar fertilizer that lets you decide when the time is right for nitrogen. Metra 25
provides controlled-release nitrogen to give you flexibility to address nutrient needs in-season. With
superior plant safety, it provides more efficient uptake when applied directly to the plant versus commodity
fertilizers. With ENC® Formulation Technology, it improves tank mix compatibility and provides your crop

with more than just nitrogen. Make this the year you do it your way with Coron Metra 25 — the evolution
of crop nutrition. Contact your local Helena representative or authorized dealer for more information about
Coron Metra 25.
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Contact our Pullman Location
1403 Country Club Rd
Pullman, Washington 99163
509-334-2591

HELENA HelenaAgri.com | Important: Always read and follow label i.nstructions. Some produc.ts may not be
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- registration status. Helena, Coron and ENC are registered trademarks of Helena Holding Company.
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ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

WAWG leaders attend White House event

In late March, Gil Crosby, president of the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG), and Michelle
Hennings, WAWG executive director, attended the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s official National Ag Day
event, “Together We Grow: Celebrating 250 Years of
Progress in Agriculture,” at the White House. Featured
speakers were President Donald Trump and Secretary of
Agriculture Brooke Rollins.

- _I-’wi'ﬁ' i1 . o

Crosby and Hennings were there by invitation of the
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG).

“I felt very fortunate to be able to attend this event at
the White House. It was great to hear the president and ag
secretary speak about the importance of agriculture in the
U.S.” Crosby said.

In his speech, Trump announced finalization of
the highest renewable volume obligations in the his-
tory of the renewable fuels standard program, new
“Grocery Guarantee” loans through the Small Business
Administration’s International Trade Loan Program, and
furthered work at the Environmental Protection Agency to
remove diesel exhaust fluid sensors for diesel equipment.
Additionally, the president highlighted the recent issuance
of emergency E-15 waivers, discussed “Product of USA”
labeling for increased consumer awareness, and urged
Congress to quickly pass a new farm bill. »

(Above) Gil Crosby, president of the
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
(WAWG), and Michelle Hennings, WAWG
executive director, attended a National Ag
Day event at the White House. (Left) Wheat
growers from across the nation traveled to
Washington, D.C., to hear President Donald
. Trump and Ag Secretary Brooke Rollins talk
" about the importance of agriculture.
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RUBISCO
SEEDS

Hybrid Canola

AKILAH, DRIFTER, KICKER, MERCEDES, PHOENIX CL, CARLSSON CL, COLIN CL

AKILAH: NEW conventional hybrid stacked with Turnip Yellows Virus
(TuYV) resistance and extremely robust blackleg resistance, conferring the next
level in plant health, and yield potential, coupled with excellent winter hardiness.

KICKER: Top yielding conventional hybrid, 2020 to 2025 PNW Winter Canola
Trials. Excellent winter hardiness and resilience to pod shattering. Good drought
tolerance. Medium maturity.

MERCEDES: Top yielding conventional hybrid, 2012 to 2024 PNW Winter Canola
Trials. Vigorous fall establishment and early season cold tolerance. Responds to
lower seeding rates relative to OP canola. Medium maturity.

*PHOENIX CL: Two-gene Clearfield hybrid with proven performance in the PNW.
Superior cold tolerance. Vigorous fall growth helps overcome insect feeding. Early
maturity. Enhanced pod shattering resiliency. High yield potential.

*CARLSSON CL: New Two-gene Clearfield hybrid with high fall vigor. Medium-early
maturity. Excellent plant health with stay green characteristics. Enhanced
resistance to blackleg and pod shatter. Good lodging resistance. Very high yield
and oil potential

*COLIN CL: hybrid with medium maturity. High cold tolerance. Excellent root
; A development. Good drought tolerance and plant health. Superior tolerance to pod
- " ' B shattering compared to Plurax CL. Multi-gene Blackleg resistance. High yield and

NEW HYBRIDS- Intense focus oil content potential.

on yield, disease & shatter: PNWVT 2020|2021 2022|2023 (2024 (2025 | PNW 2023|2024 | 2025

DRIFTER & CARLSSON CL

Control Mean 3743 3399 2683 3128 4711 4403 Private trials

Rubisco Seeds' Hybrids

KICKER 4972 4701 4383 3505 5841 5394 KICKER 4678 6667 6828
: - YIELD ,_ MERCEDES | 4419 4359 3756 3881 5393 4798 MERCEDES 4945 6569 6167
ey O - AKILAH 5876 5201 AKILAH 5686 5455 6094

FARMERD | o -, PHOENIXCL 4611 4043 3398 3454 5093 4780 DRIFTER 4856 6795 6449
I Data courtesy University of Idaho, Control Mean= Athena, Dwarf Essex, Ericka

*Phoenix CL, Colin CL & Carlsson CL compatible within Clearfield wheat rotations.

Strong cross tolerance to Imi/ SU herbicides. Can be sprayed post emergence with Beyond
herbicide. SU or SURT Canola cultivars are not viable in a Clearfield rotation. (50% yield
reduction in soils containing IMI residues, independent research Caldbeck Consulting.)

% Earn Non-GM premiums in addition to optimizing yields
% Locally based research on germplasm and agronomy
@ X = 2 All hybrids developed with a strong focus on shatter tolerance
@ All seed is certified Blackleg free. Organic growers, please inquire
Contact Us @ Secure early season Discounts by May 22, 2026 (Ask your retailer)
(D 270)903-4994 () (270) 316 - 4316 () info@rubiscoseeds. com www.rubiscoseeds.com

GENERAL INQUIRIES CROP PRODUCTION PROGRAMS EMAIL US PRODUCT INFORMATION & SCHOLARSHIPS
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Also during the event, NAWG President Jamie Kress, a state-agricultural-viability and will take 10-15 minutes to
farmer from eastern Idaho, participated in a panel discus- complete. They are available in multiple languages.
sion alongside National Pork Producers Council President Washington’s farmers, ranchers, producers, farmwork-
Rob Brenneman and American Soybean Association Vice ers, and agricultural partners are the foundation of one of
President Dave Walton. The panel highlighted the value of the most diverse and productive agricultural economies
agriculture in America from a variety of industry perspec- in the nation, explained Derek Sandison, WSDA director,
tives, emphasizing the progress made across the sector, in an email. Over the past year, WSDA has been engaging
the challenges that remain, and opportunities for collabo- with participants across the state and compiling data to
ration to strengthen and grow U.S. agriculture. m better understand the current landscape of agricultural

viability.

WSD A aSkS ag Pal'tiCipantS These survey responses will directly inf01,'m WSDA's

phase 2 report, which will serve as the state’s comprehen-
sive assessment of agricultural viability. This final report

to ﬁll Out ag Viability SurV eys will not only reflect on-the-ground concélitions, but will

The Washington State Department of Agriculture also identify practical, actionable solutions. These findings
will be shared with policymakers, industry partners, and

stakeholders to help guide decisions that impact the future
of agriculture in the state. m

(WSDA) is asking producers, farmworkers, and agricul-
tural partners to share the challenges and opportuni-
ties they are seeing in agriculture. That information
will help WSDA better understand the challenges fac-

%ng Washington agriculture, identify oppc.)rtuniti.es for B ase acre CXP ans i on CXPI ai ne d

improvement, and develop recommendations to inform

policymakers and industry leaders. The surveys are at Up to 30 million new base acres, tied to recent plant-
agr.wa.gov/departments/directors-office/washington- ing history, could significantly expand Agriculture Risk

“hmﬁon Associati
of Wheat Growers

Family farms feed the world.

e
| Mmﬂgﬂj

Family farss feed the nurr;].'"'

_NNAE]

¥

Franklin County Farm Fair. In March, Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) volunteers manned the WAWG booth at the Franklin County
Farm Bureau’s Farm Fair held at the Franklin County Fairgrounds. The story of wheat and wheat facts were shared with hundreds of fourth graders,
teachers, and parents throughout the event.
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THERE'S NO SECOND CHANCGE
WITH A SEED TREATMENT.

PROVEN ON OVER A MILLION ACRES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.

The best harvests start with a seed treatment — but not just any seed treatment. Albaugh has been delivering
specialized solutions to growers in the PNW for more than a decade. From single active ingredients to

custom blends, you'll get the right seed treatment for the right acre — and give your bottom line a lift.

ALBAUGH ‘ GET THE WHOLE STORY AT

your alternative ALBAUGHST.COM/PNW

©2024 Albaugh, LLC. All rights reserved. Albaugh and the Albaugh logo are registered trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Always read
and follow label restrictions, precautions and directions for use. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states
or counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure registration status.
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Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) eligibility
starting in 2026.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB) includes one of
the most consequential changes to U.S. farm programs in
more than a decade, a large-scale expansion of base acres
that will determine who qualifies for commodity pay-
ments under ARC and PLC. While the concept is straight-
forward — better aligning payments with actual produc-
tion — the statutory language is detailed and, in places,
complex, which is driving the current uncertainty the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is trying to address.

At the core of the OBBB provision is a one-time opportu-
nity to add up to 30 million base acres nationwide, begin-
ning with the 2026 crop year. Unlike previous farm bills,
which largely locked in base acres from older historical
periods, OBBB allows producers to update base using a
modern planting window — 2019 through 2023. The law
directs USDA to calculate eligibility based on:

* 5-year average planted acres of covered commodities.
* Prevented planting acres (e.g., drought, flooding).

* In some cases, eligible noncovered crops and other
acreage categories.

A farm qualifies for new base acres if its recent planting
history exceeds its current base acres. Base acres are calcu-
lated by taking a five-year average (2019-2023) of planted
plus prevented acres and subtracting existing base acres.
The difference becomes eligible new base. New acres are
allocated proportionally across crops based on planting
history, and no new commodities are created — acres are
assigned to existing program crops.

The law includes several important limits and structural
rules:

¢ National cap. Total new base acres cannot exceed
30 million nationwide. If demand exceeds that level,
there will be an automatic pro-rata reduction across
all farms. Early analysis suggests demand will likely
exceed the cap, meaning everyone’s allocation could
be scaled down.

¢ Farm-level limits. Total base acres cannot exceed total
farm acreage.

* No loss of existing base. Producers do not have to
give up current base acres to receive new ones.

¢ Automatic allocation unless declined. USDA will
automatically assign new base acres to eligible farms.
Owners will have a limited window (about 90 days) to
opt out.

* Conversion of “generic” or unassigned base. Existing
unassigned base (e.g., cotton base) is converted first
into covered commodity base acres.

10 WHEATLIFE | MAY 2026

* Payments begin in 2026. Newly created base acres
become eligible for ARC or PLC starting with the 2026
program year.

Producers should contact their local Farm Service
Agency office if they have any questions. m

WAWG state board meeting
scheduled for May 12

The next state board meeting of the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) is scheduled for
May 12. The meeting starts at 10 a.m. at the Washington
Wheat Foundation Building in Ritzville, Wash. Board
meetings are open to the public. For more information, call
the WAWG office at (509) 659-0610. m

Growers appointed
to the state FSA committee

In mid-April, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced
the appointment of five leaders in agriculture to serve on
the Washington FSA state committee.

Members of the state committee are appointed by
Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins and are re-
sponsible for the oversight of farm programs and county
committee operations, resolving program delivery appeals
from the agriculture community, maintaining cooperative
relations with industry stakeholders, and keeping produc-
ers informed about current FSA programs. Each FSA state
committee is comprised of three to five members includ-
ing a designated chairperson. The individuals appointed
to serve on this committee for Washington are:

Debra Ausman, chair (Clarkston). Ausman brings
more than 30 years of experience in agricultural lending,
financial management, and risk management, including 15
years with Northwest Farm Credit Services and leadership
roles in commercial and agricultural banking. She serves
as chief financial officer and human resource and safety
manager for a commercial farming operation and has an
extensive record of community and producer service com-
mittee and advisory board roles with Asotin County FSA
Committee, Tri-State Memorial Hospital, Twin County
United Way, Leadership Idaho Agriculture, and multiple
local organizations.

Sam Krautscheid, member (George). Krautscheid is a
fourth generation diversified agricultural producer whose
operation is comprised of conventional and certified
organic systems. He has over 20 years of experience in soil
health, irrigation, and sustainable practices, demonstrating
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his commitment to long-term land stewardship. He also
has leadership experience in local agricultural organiza-
tions, including serving on his local FSA county commit-
tee and as former president of the Grant County Farm
Bureau.

Jason Lee, member (Ridgefield). Lee is an agricultural
operator with lifelong experience in cattle and hay produc-
tion, managing cow-calf and hay operations through his
family farm and additional agricultural enterprises. He
also serves as land manager for a regional property hold-
ing that includes contract grazing, forestry, and wetland
mitigation activities and brings more than 20 years of
experience in the commercial and industrial petroleum
sector. Lee’s background includes leadership roles with
the Washington Cattlemen’s Association, the Washington
Farm Bureau, and the Clark County Assessor Farm
Advisory Committee.

Julienne Loveall, member (Colville). Loveall is an
agricultural advocate with more than 35 years of experi-
ence supporting Washington’s farming and dairy sectors
through extensive board and committee service at the
county, state, and national levels. She has served on the
boards of Darigold, the Washington State Farm Bureau,

the Stevens County Farm Bureau, and the Washington
Dairy Products Commission, along with multiple water,
stewardship, and conservation committees, consistently
representing producer interests and advancing agricul-
tural policy.

Madelyne Vanderkooy, member (Mt. Vernon).
Vanderkooy was raised on her family dairy farm in Skagit
County and brings an agriculture-rooted perspective to
her work, supporting farm communities through program
management, outreach, and mental health initiatives. She
serves as Extension coordinator and program manager
for the Western Regional Agricultural Stress Assistance
Partnership and has extensive experience in multiagency
collaboration, data-driven program administration,
and statewide and national agricultural mental health
education.

“These individuals, selected by Secretary Rollins in
partnership with key stakeholders in each state, are held
in high regard in the agriculture industry and are en-
trusted to ensure FSA programs are delivered in a manner
consistent with federal farm policy and in the best inter-
est of all agricultural producers in their state,” said FSA
Administrator Bill Beam. m
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ol FARM & HOME SUPPLY g

b{ 888-643-3395 ¢ 509-843-3395 | g

* www.fhsupply.com Pomeroy, WA *
NEW KIOTI-CX2510 HST, 25hp, cab,
loader w/50" bucket, 60" mid-mount

When you choose Adams Tractor, you're
choosing proven equipment, expert service,
and tractors built to last.

*
*

KIOTI CK3520SEHCB, cab, loader w/
QA66" bucket

NEW KIOTI CK2620, ROPS, loader,
66" QA bucket

KIOTI KB2485 Backhoe
Attachment

KIOTI KB2475L Backhoe
Attachment

NEW KIOTI Grapple, KG4066.. $2,950

KIOTI CS2520 Tractor loader 48" QA
bucket like new. $14,950

KIOTI CK3510 Loader tractor 66" QA
bucket ..$19,750

KIOTI CK2610 Loader tractor 66“ QA
bucket like new. $26,750

e
KioTi

NEW GREAT PLAINS VT1100-30 ft
Turbomax, new style, loaded CALL
NEW Bush Hog 72" Landscape

Buy it once. Rely on it for decades.

CHEAPER = QUALITY = GOOD

MORE DOWNTIME
MORE EXPENSIVE +/ BETTER INVESTMENT

REPAIR v/ LESS DOWNTIME

FAILURE KUBOTA

CHEAPER
TRACTOR

RANKIN Rotary Cutter, 6 ft., medium duty,
slip clutch, chain guards. .............. $3,495

X Ot Ot O Ot b Xt Ot Ot Ot O X Ot b X Ot X O Ot X Ot
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could be here
f getting read by

VW thousands of Pacific

Ao S Northwest farmers and
growers. What are you

Your Inland Northwest Kubota Dealer waiting for?

(509) 535-1708 Call Lance Marshall
ADAMSTRACTOR.COM at (253) 221-7000
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MATTERS

Governor signs budgets, ‘millionaires tax’

By Diana Carlen
WAWG Lobbyist

Gov. Ferguson wrapped up bill action and signed
the Operating Supplemental Budget, Transportation
Supplemental Budget and the Capital Supplemental
Budget into law the first week of April. All budgets were
signed with partial vetoes.

The Operating Supplemental Budget (SB 5998) included
the following notable vetoes:

¢ Clean Energy Permitting/Planning: This section

appropriates money for grants to support siting and
permitting of clean energy projects. This year’s bud-
get added a section that mandated priority shall be
given to awards in jurisdictions where transmission
constraints or rapid load growth threaten reliability
and achievement of clean energy goals. The governor
vetoed this section because funding has already been
awarded and cannot be distributed in this manner.

Climate Resilience Workgroup: This section would
have reduced funding to the Department of Ecology to
lead the interagency Climate Resilience Coordinating
Council. State law mandates convening of this council
and eliminating the funds to do so puts federal fund-
ing at risk. This means the amount funded in 2025 is
maintained.

Gov. Ferguson also signed the vast majority of legisla-
tion that was sent to his office this year.

“Millionaires Tax” signed into law

On March 30, 2026, Gov. Ferguson signed
_ ESSB 6346 into law, establishing a 9.9% tax
<. onannual income exceeding $1 million. The
A policy will take effect Jan. 1, 2028, with the
first tax payments due in 2029. The bill is
a notable departure from Washington’s
historical position as one of the few
states without a broad-based income tax.
Under the new law, only income above
the $1 million threshold is subject to
taxation. About $3.5 billion is anticipat-
ed to be generated from an estimated
21,000 filers.

As expected, there will be litiga-
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tion and ballot measures challenging the new tax. The
Citizen Action Defense Fund has announced its plan to
sue, challenging the constitutionality of the income tax.
Rob McKenna, former state attorney general and 2012
Republican candidate for governor, has been retained to
lead the litigation. The lawsuit will argue that the leg-
islation imposes a graduated tax on income, which has
long been classified as property under Washington law
and its constitution. As such, the income tax passed by
the Legislature violates the uniformity requirement and
constitutional limitations on property taxation established
under Article VII of the Washington State Constitution.

In addition, Brian Heywood, founder of the political
committee Let’s Go Washington, filed a referendum to
the Secretary of State to give voters a chance to repeal the
law this fall. But, as expected, the secretary of state’s office
declined to process it, citing the Legislature’s inclusion of
language that the new tax “is necessary for the support
of the state government and its existing public institu-
tions.” Democratic lawmakers put this so-called “necessity
clause” into the law to prevent a referendum.

On April 3, Let’s Go Washington filed an emergency
petition to the Washington Supreme Court to direct the
Secretary of State to process the referendum. If successful,
Let’s Go Washington must submit signatures of 154,455
voters by June to qualify for the fall ballot. Even if Let’s
Go Washington loses the referendum court case at the
Washington Supreme Court, Let’s Go Washington has said
an initiative to overturn the law will be pursued either
this year or next.

Federal court debates mail-in ballot rules

The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments on March
16 in a case out of Mississippi that could require all bal-
lots containing federal races to be physically received by
Election Day, not just postmarked by it.

If the Supreme Court decides the ballots must be physi-
cally received by election day, this is a huge departure
from Washington’s current rules. Ballots postmarked by
Election Day are currently accepted if received days or
even weeks afterward. However, this only impacts the
federal races, not the state ones, thus complicating the
process. The Supreme Court ruling is anticipated in late
June or early July. m
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Federal, state legislators
announce retirement

With the 2026 election season gearing up, a score of
legislators have announced they will not be seeking
reelection.

Back in December, Fourth
District Rep. Dan Newhouse
(R-Wash.) announced he
will be stepping down from
Congress. He was first elected
in 2014. Before that, he served
in the Washington State
House of Representatives
and then as director of the
Washington State Department
of Agriculture.

“After over 25 years of public Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)

service, including more than a

decade in the House, I am grateful to the Washingtonians
who put their faith in me, as well as the colleagues I have

served with on both sides of the aisle,” Newhouse said in
a statement. “Public service takes many forms. As I look

forward to this new chapter and ways I can continue to
serve my community and this great nation, I do so with
confidence that there are now qualified and serious people
expressing interest in this office. Central Washington

will have a strong, capable leader to whom I can pass the
torch.”

During his time in Congress,
Newhouse has been a staunch
supporter of the lower Snake
River dams, worked on farm-
worker issues, and advocated
tirelessly for agriculture. He
sits on the House Committee
for Agriculture and is chair of
the Forestry and Horticulture
Subcommittee.

Judy Warnick (R-Moses
Lake), another tireless ad-
vocate for agriculture, an-
nounced in March that she will not seek reelection to her
state Senate seat, which she has held since 2015.

Sen. Judy Warnick (R-Moses
Lake)

“Serving the people of the 13th Legislative District
has been the greatest honor of my professional life,” she
said in a statement. “I grew up on a dairy farm and ran

ROW CROP ACREAGE PROJECTED

TO DECLINE. Total planted area for the
eight major row crops grown in the U.S. is
projected to decline by 2.4% over the next
decade, according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) long-term agricultural
projections. Overall, the outlook points to a

Acres (millions)

U.S. planted acreage for major field crops

LSDW,  Economic Research Service

S |15 DEFRETMENT OF AGESCULTLIRE

(l:Cum mSoybeans mWheat =mUpland cotton -Gtharcrnpa

stable-to-softening acreage base dominated 75
by corn and soybeans, with incremental 250
reductions from recent highs as profitability 225
pressures persist. The acreage of the eight 200
crops — corn, soybean, wheat, upland
cotton, oats, rice, sorghum, and barley — is 175
projected to decline from 247.6 million acres 150
for the 2026-27 marketing year to 241.6 126 -
million acres by 2035-36. This projected
contraction reflects steady to slightly higher 100
crop prices and rising input prices that keep 75 o
margins tight for most crops. After reaching 50
98.8 million acres in 2025-26, corn acreage
is projected to drop to 95 million acres 25
in 2026-27, before easing to 91 million by i}

2035-36. Soybeans are projected to rise to
85 million in 2026-27, the sixth-highest mark
historically, but then slip to 83 million later
in the projection period. Wheat acreage
remains flat at 44 million throughout the
projection horizon, down from 45.3 million
in 2025-26, and remaining well below
historical levels. This chart draws from the
USDA Agricultural Projections to 2035,

————
q:daﬁmh 106“@ 1“\\

||'\"1-

MNote: Other crops includes barley, oats, rice, and sorghum. The shaded area on the right represents the
USDA's Agricultural Baseline Projection period.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service and USDA, NASS using projections from the Office of the Chief
Economist, the World Agricubtural Qutlook Board, and the
Interagency Agricultural Projections Committee,
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released in February 2026.
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my own small business, so I came

to Olympia with a simple goal:

to ensure that the hardworking
families, farmers, and ranchers of
central Washington had a seat at the
table. I am incredibly proud of what
we have accomplished together to
protect our water rights, support our
small businesses, and empower the
next generation of leaders.”

Warnick served as vice chair
of the Senate Republican Caucus
in 2017 and as chair of the Senate
Republican Caucus in 2021. She
was named “Legislator of the Year”
from the Association of Washington
Business, the Cattle Producers of
Washington, and the Washington
State Potato Commission, as well
as the Guardian of Small Business
award from the National Federation
of Independent Business. She also
received the Hall of Fame award
from the Washington State Dairy
Federation in March 2026.

“Rep. Newhouse and Sen.
Warnick have been champions of
agriculture from the moment they
stepped into office. We thank them
for their advocacy and leadership on
behalf of Washington wheat grow-
ers,” said Gil Crosby, president of the
Washington Association of Wheat
Growers.

Washington wheat growers were
frequent visitors to both Newhouse’s
D.C. office and Warnick’s Olympia
office. Both lawmakers were always
willing to listen to growers’ concerns
and proved to be dedicated advo-
cates of the state’s ag industry.

The list of state legislators an-
nouncing their retirement includes:

¢ Rep. Timm Ormsby (D-Spokane)
is retiring.

* Rep. Carolyn Eslick (R-Sultan) is
retiring.

* Rep. Alex Ybarra (R-Quincy),
is running for the Senate seat
being vacated by Sen. Judy
Warnick.

* Rep. Suzanne Schmidt
(R-Spokane Valley) is run-

s, -
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ning for Spokane County * Sen. Steve Conway (D-South Tacoma) is retiring.

Commissioner. * Sen. Rebecca Saldafia (D-Seattle) is running for King County Council.
* Rep. Mike Volz (R-Spokane) is

retiring to focus full-time as

Spokane County Treasurer.

* Rep. Jenny Graham (R-Spokane) ITC ur ged tO I EVOke dlltieS on fel' tiliZef S

15 retiring. On March 31, the National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) urged

e Sen. Sharon Shewmake (D-Bellingham) is retiring. m

* Rep. Jeremie Dufault (R-Selah) is the U.S. International Trade Commission to revoke countervailing duty orders
running for the Senate. on phosphate fertilizers from Morocco and Russia, citing significant economic
* Rep. Steve Tharinger (D-Sequim) harm to U.S. wheat farmers.
is retiring, In a letter to Secretary Lisa R. Barton, NAWG emphasized that maintaining
* Rep. Michelle Valdez (R-Port these duties would continue to impose unnecessary costs on farmers already
Orchard) is retiring. facing a challenging economic environment.

* Rep. Sharlett Mena (D-South
Tacoma) is running for the
Senate.

* Rep. Cindy Ryu (D-Seattle) is
running for Senate to challenge
her fellow Democrat seatmate,
Sen. Jesse Salomon.
* Rep. Sharon Wylie
(D-Vancouver) is running for -

Clark County auditor.

¢ Sen. Matt Boehnke
(R-Kennewick) is running for
retiring Congressman Dan
Newhouse’s seat.

¢ Sen. Nikki Torres (R-Pasco)
is running for 8th Legislative
District Senate seat.

WAWG member?
We were the pioneers of backhoe loaders, and no one knows the business of getting more work out of one
machine and one operator like CASE. Now we're adding to the trusted N Series lineup with the new Utility Plus

The WCIShIﬁgl'Oﬂ ASSOCIGUO" Of Wheat model that dominates in value and two new Construction King™ models available in center pivot or side-shift
configurations. They're all built to work harder so you can work smarter. Learn more at CONEXPO or at CaseCE.com.

Growers fights every day to ensure that
Washington's family farms continue
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prosperandg NO ONE WILL DUTWORK US:
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(509) 659-0610 or visit wawg.org

©2024 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. CASE is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countrie: d by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.
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“Phosphate fertilizer is a criti-
cal and necessary component in
growing wheat, and the current
countervailing duties have placed an
unsustainable financial burden on
America’s farmers who raise wheat,”
said NAWG CEO Sam Kieffer.
“Revoking these orders would
provide immediate and meaningful
relief to growers and strengthen the
competitiveness of U.S. agriculture.”

Fertilizer accounts for roughly
38% of wheat operating costs,
according to U.S. Department of
Agriculture projections. Research
from Texas A&M University esti-
mates the duties added $6.9 billion
in fertilizer costs for U.S. producers
between 2021 and 2025, with wheat
farmers bearing nearly $1 billion.
NAWG's analysis estimates wheat
farmers alone incurred nearly $1 bil-
lion in added costs over that period.

NAWG also noted that the U.S.
relies on imports to meet phosphate
demand, with domestic supply fall-
ing short by about 3 million metric
tons annually. Reduced imports
following the duties have tightened
supply and contributed to higher
prices.

“America’s wheat farmers are al-
ready facing multiple external pres-
sures outside their control, including
geopolitical disruptions that have
recently exacerbated fertilizer and
shipping costs. The commission now
has an opportunity to remove one
cost driver that is within U.S. policy
control,” Kieffer added. m

How are we doing?

Like something you read in Wheat
Life? Disagree with something you
read in Wheat Life? Let us know
by emailing your comments and
suggestions to editor@wawg.org or
mail them to 109 East First Avenue,
Ritzville, Wash., 99169-2394. Please
keep submissions less than 350
words. Submissions may be edited
for length. m

A century of
commitment.
And counting.

For over 100 years we have seen the cycles, weathered
the storms and adapted with the times, steadfast in our
commitment to support producers and rural communities
alike. Because some things should never change.

Learn more at AgWestFC.com.
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Working to advance the small grains
industry by building support for programs

Thin Mints. Samoas. Trefoils.

Every spring, Girl Scout cookies show up in force, and
most of us don’t think twice about eating them by the

sleeve full. They're all made with wheat, satisfy our sweet
tooth, and rarely get blamed for digestive issues. But swap

those cookies for a sandwich or pasta, and suddenly,

wheat becomes suspect for some people. People talk about

bloating, discomfort, even “gluten sensitivity.”

Cookies, bread, and pasta all start with wheat, but ex-

perts are finding that the digestive tolerance for each may

have less to do with wheat and more to do with how it’s
used.

Wheat isn't a single, uniform ingredient. Different types
of wheat behave very differently in food. That’s why thou-
sands of Washington wheat grower checkoff dollars have

been spent to teach our customers how to use our soft

white wheat through partners like the Wheat Marketing
Center. Cookies, including most Girl Scout favorites, are
typically made with soft wheat flour. Soft white wheat is

lower in protein and forms less gluten. That’s exactly what

bakers want for tender, crumbly cookie goodness.

Bread is a different story. Bread needs strong gluten
development to create structure

in wheat, mainly glutenins and

there, bakers often use higher-
protein flours from hard
wheat. Commercial bakers
sometimes add vital wheat
gluten to strengthen the dough
even further.

So right away, we're dealing
with two very different uses
of wheat: one designed to
minimize structure, the
other completely relying
onit.

Another key difference

Remember the Foundation in your charitable giving.
Go to wawheat.org to find out more about supporting your industry.
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Girl Scout cookies demonstrate differences between wheats

and rise. That chewy texture and
airy rise come from the proteins

gliadins, forming an elastic network
that traps gas during baking. To get

and activities that increase public
awareness of farming.

between cookies and bread is the fermentation process.

Cookies skip it entirely. Bread does not. Before baking,
yeast and bacteria ferment bread dough, producing gas
and flavor. In traditional sourdough, this can take hours or
even days. In modern commercial baking, it often happens
much faster. According to experts, timing matters. Longer
fermentation allows microbes to break down parts of the
wheat, including gluten and certain carbohydrates. Faster
processes leave more of those components intact.

Gluten often gets the blame for digestive discomfort,
and for people with celiac disease, avoiding it is manda-
tory. But for others, the story is more complex.

Wheat also contains FODMAPs, particularly fructans,
which are fermentable carbohydrates. These aren’t fully
absorbed in the small intestine and can be fermented
by gut bacteria, producing gas and discomfort for some.
Recent research suggests that in some people who believe
they're sensitive to gluten, fructans may actually be the
bigger trigger.

Cookies don't rely on fermentation or strong gluten
structure. They’re made with softer wheat and designed
to be tender, not elastic. They have less developed gluten,
don’t involve fermentation, and are often eaten in smaller
portions (never mind the personal belief that a full sleeve
is one portion). So, if cookies don’t bother you but bread
does, it doesn’t necessarily mean wheat itself is the prob-
lem. It may be how that wheat was processed.

And, your gut also plays a role.

The trillions of bacteria in your microbiome help deter-
mine how you digest food. Differences in those bacteria
may explain why one person tolerates bread easily while
another feels uncomfortable. Even sourdough, often seen
as easier to digest, doesn’'t work the same for everyone.
While longer fermentation can reduce certain carbohy-
drates, results vary depending on how the bread is made.

Wheat hasn’t fundamentally changed. How we process
it and how our bodies respond to it is more complex than
we once thought. Our Washington soft white is still the
same wheat it’s always been. Thankfully we can enjoy it
one Trefoil sleeve at a time. m
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Wheat College to commence

ANNUAL EVENT WILL FEATURE MICHIGAN EXTENSION AGENT ON YEN, YIELD MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

The 2026 Agricultural Marketing and Management
Organization’s (AMMO) Wheat College will be held June
2, in Colfax, Wash,, at the Palouse Empire Fairgrounds.
The keynote speaker will be
Dennis Pennington, a wheat
systems specialist at Michigan
State University (MSU). His
presentation is titled, “Stacking
the Bushels: Small Decisions, Big
Yield.”

This annual event will offer a
mix of indoor and outdoor pre-
sentations. Registration begins at
9 a.m. with the Graybeal Group
sponsoring coffee and doughnuts. Admission to Wheat
College is free, and lunch is included. Growers do not have
to be member of the Washington Association of Wheat
Growers (WAWG) to attend. Growers are asked to RSVP at
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/, email kgilkey@wawg.org,
or call (509) 659-0610. Growers who RSVP by May 29 will
be entered in multiple prize drawings.

Besides Pennington, Wheat College presentations will
also include:

* Soilbourne Wheat Mosaic Virus: Know the Signs
and Symptoms featuring WSU Extension Regional
Agronomist Morgan Menaker.

* WSU’s Amber Hauvermale and Alison Thompson will
give updates on falling numbers and talk about tools
to help manage the problem.

¢ Getting Land Back into Production After CRP. Do
you have land that is currently in the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) or recently have had land
come out of CRP that you want to put back into pro-
duction? This presentation helps explain your next
steps, and how to put your land back into produc-
tion. Presented by Mitch Ruchert from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

* Soil Health Demonstration — Rainfall Simulator. NRCS
will have their Soil Health Trailer on site and will be
providing presentations of their Rainfall Simulator to
demonstrate the effects of rain on different types of
soil. The presentation demonstrates the characteris-
tics of healthy soil and the importance of cover crops.
Presented by Stephen Johnson.
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“Wheat College is one of our most popular AMMO
offerings, and I think we’ve raised the bar this year
by bringing Dennis out to speak to our growers,” said
KayDee Gilkey, WAWG's outreach coordinator. “Besides
the educational value of Wheat College, it’s also a fantastic
opportunity to network with other growers.”

Data-driven decisions

Pennington has been employed with MSU Extension
for 29 years. He received both his Bachelor and Master
of Science degrees in MSU'’s Crop and Soil Sciences
Department. His current research program includes the
wheat state variety performance trials, precision plant-
ing, high yield management project, and the Great Lakes
Yield Enhancement Network (YEN). The Michigan Wheat
Program farmer checkoff funds 50% of his position in
partnership with MSU. He is based out of the Mason
Research Farm southeast of Lansing, Mich.

Besides sharing some of the findings from the Great
Lakes YEN, Pennington will also talk about wheat phe-
nology, growth, and development and how management
interacts with different yield components. Crop nutrition,
disease management, and fungicide applications will also
be discussed.

“We collect a lot of data in the YEN program, so my
plan is to share some of that with the group and show
how we use it to support decision-making on the farm,”
Pennington explained. “That decision-making process is
something I want to spend some time on, because having
access to data on how a crop grows and responds to its
environment is essential for improving yields.

“I often hear growers say they don't have time to run
on-farm trials, but I want to challenge that thinking. If you
don’t have time to try new things, how will you achieve
higher yields? If you keep doing the same thing, why
would you expect a different outcome?”

Pennington also plans to engage growers through live
troubleshooting, using real farm data to walk the group
through the process of developing at least three agronomic
recommendations for a given operation.

“The goal is to get them thinking more broadly, not just
about the value of data, but about wheat agronomy as a
whole, including crop growth, development, and manage-
ment, and how all those pieces fit together to drive yield,”
he said. “It’s about using the information they have to
make informed decisions about what they can change or
improve on their own farms. »
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“I want the group to ask questions. Interactive discussion is a big part of that,

because it helps put the pieces together. Sometimes those conversations go off AMMO sponsors
script, but that’s okay, as long as we're learning together. There are a few key The 2026 Agricultural
things I want to cover, but I also want to dig into the topics that matter most to .
Marketing and Management
them.” o .
Organization schedule, includ-
Great Lakes YEN ing Wheat College, is possible
The Great Lakes YEN has come up at previous Wheat Colleges. Pennington with the generous support of
has been involved from the YEN's beginning in 2021, when it was started by these sponsors:
the Michigan Wheat Board and the Grain Farmers of Ontario. Grower data is AgWest Farm Credit

collected throughout the year and compiled into reports (both group and indi-

vidual) that growers can use to fine-tune their operations. Pennington said the Almota Grain

ability to create a network of growers that allows them to share ideas and data HighLine Grain Growers
;/{vlla’tll\iI each other was what got him excited about being part of the Great Lakes JW & Associates, PLLC
' . _ Leffel, Otis & Warwick
“Out of all of the Extension programs I've done over my 20-plus years, this )
has probably been the one that’s been the most farmer-driven and the most Northwest Grain Growers
exciting for me to be part of because of that focus on ways that we can help Patton & Associates LLC

farmers improve yields,” he said. The Great Lakes YEN is in its sixth year and
now includes over 600 site years of data. “We have all of this data from all these
different environments, which is powerful to summarize and try to glean learn- Ritzville Warehouse Co.

ings from.” The McGregor Company =

The report that YEN participants receive include about 60 data points with
comparisons to group averages. Pennington is hoping to spend a few extra days
in Eastern Washington to visit some farms (and possibly explore the idea of set-
ting up a YEN here).

PNW Farmers Cooperative

each other,” Pennington said. “If
you've only got three or four grow-
ers, it’s going to take a long time
before you build much of a database.

“What would be ideal is we get 30 or 40 growers in it. And then we can group I would love to see if there’s interest
their data together so that you're only comparing Washington growers with in it by the growers.” m

There is currently one grower in Eastern Washington who is participating in
the Great Lakes YEN — Jesse Brunner in Lincoln County.

24  WHEAT LIFE | MAY 2026



BEHIND EVERY

Serving ALL Your Fuel Needs

5"' ™ a4 W ...Plus Quality
*

LS QX @ Lubricants

Pasco 509-457-3326 Oroville 509-476-3610

509-806-7676 Priest River 208-448-1812

Boise 509-375-7767 Ritzville 509-659-1532

Connell 509-234-3311  Spokane 509-535-1534

Milton Freewater 541-938-3864  Sunnyside  509-837-5274

Moses Lake 509-770-0769 Yakima 509-453-3920

\CO-ENERGY jfimems

Y A COMNELL O INCORPORATED CIOMPANT

Designing and manufacturing top-quality AGPROINC.COM
seed, fertilizer, and chemical equipment 1112 Airway Ave.

June 2, 2026

Palouse Empire Fairgrounds
Colfax, WA

Event Schedule:

Registration - 9:00 am
Welcome - 9:30 am

Dennis Pennington - 9:35 am
Industry Updates - 11:40 am
Lunch - 12:30 pm

Morgan Menaker - 1:00 pm
Rotational Topics - 2:00 pm
Closing - 3:15 pm

Coffee and Doughnuts
sponsored by Graybeal Group

WA

WHEAT GROWERS

for over 30 years.
Online ordering available at www.connelloil.com

Wheat College
Stacking the Bushels:

Small DECiSions. B|g Yleld Keynote speaker: Dennis Pennington

Dennis, the MSU wheat extension specialist, has been employed with
MSU Extension for 29 years. Dennis received both his Bachelor and
Master of Science degrees in the Crop and Soil Sciences Department
from Michigan State University. His current research program includes
the wheat state variety performance trials, precision planting, high yield
management project and the Great Lakes Yield Enhancement Network.

Additional speakers and topics include:
Morgan Menaker, WSU Ext. Regional Agronomist
Soitborne Wheat Mosaic Virus: Know the Signs and Symptoms

WSU's Amber Hauvermale and Alison Thompson
Updates on Falling Number and Tools to Help Manage the Problem

Mitch Ruchert, NRCS — Getting Land Back Into Production After CRP
Stephen Johnson, NRCS — Soif Heaith Demonstration (Rainfalf Simulator)

Register in advance at: wawg.org/ammo-workshops
email: kgilkey@wawg.org or call: (509) 659-0610

RSVP by May 29th to be entered in multiple prize drawings.
Free admittance and lunch is included.

Lewiston, ID 83501
(208) 746-2212
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CRP frustrations mount

WHEAT GROWERS LAMENT LIMITATIONS OF CONSERVATION PROGRAM IN LOW RAINFALL ZONES

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

For more than 40 years, the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) has been helping Eastern Washington
growers address natural resource concerns. But lately,
some growers in low rainfall zones have been feeling like
their participation in CRP is more likely to break the bank
than help keep the farm afloat.

The Washington Association of Wheat Growers
(WAWG) has helped organize several meetings with Farm
Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) officials to discuss growers’ concerns, in-
cluding rental rates, seeding windows, and stand viability.
The most recent meeting was in early March in Pasco,
Wash. Patrick Bell, the new FSA state executive director,
and Roylene Comes At Night, NRCS state conservationist,
attended, along with members of their staff.

“It’s just really important to get growers in front of the
state FSA and NRCS representatives to be able to talk

about what’s happening on the ground and to give grow-
ers an opportunity to voice their concerns,” said Michelle
Hennings, WAWG's executive director, who also attended
the March meeting. “In order to make CRP viable for
growers in Eastern Washington and reflect actual condi-
tions on the ground, it needs to be restructured into a
regional program, not a one-size-fits-all program. Our
dryland wheat farmers don't have the same growing con-
ditions as the Midwest does.”

According to Farm Service Agency (FSA) records, in
2024, Washington state had 920,530 acres enrolled in CRP,
down more than 48,000 acres from 2023. The top three
counties for CRP acreage in 2024 were Douglas County
(151,251 acres), Adams County (126,177 acres), and Lincoln
County (111,978 acres). In 2024, Colorado had the highest
number of CRP acres with 2,779,253, followed by South
Dakota at 2,390,835, and Nebraska at 2,209,191.

CRP was introduced in the 1985 Farm Bill, also called
the Food Security Act of 1985, with two primary goals:
reducing soil erosion on highly erodible cropland and

Nearly all rainfall zones
receiving less than 12"
of rain are located west
of the Rocky Mountains.
Trying to apply the same
set of Conservation
Reserve Program
requirements across the
U.S. leaves many Eastern
Washington growers
frustrated.

~
AY

Normal Annual Precipitation:12 inches or less
1991-2020

0 90 180 360 Miles
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Created by Fiona Carey, Franklin Conservation District
somanon Derecr data from PRISM Group, Oregon State University, Miips prsm oregonstate edu, data created 12 June 2025, accessed 13 June 2025,
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curbing the production of surplus
commodities. Secondary objectives
included improving water quality,
fostering wildlife habitat, and pro-
viding income support to farmers.
By 1990, 33 million acres had been
signed up for CRP.

In exchange for yearly rental pay-
ments and cost share assistance of
up to 50%, landowners and opera-
tors agree to establish and maintain
an approved perennial cover on
enrolled acreage for 10 to 15 years.
Enrollment is limited to 25% of
the cropland within each county.
Currently, Douglas County is the
only county in Washington state
bumping up against the county cap.
In 1990, FSA adopted payment caps
based on soil-specific, productivity-
based rental rates and developed
an environmental benefits index to
rank offers. Over time, new practices
have been added, and a mid-contract
management provision was intro-
duced in the early 2000s. Changes
to CRP are generally made through
the farm bill, including funding,
program requirements, and acreage
caps.

Besides helping to manage natural
resources concerns, which in Eastern
Washington are primarily wind
erosion and wildlife habitat, other
benefits of CRP include a depend-
able yearly payment and a contract
that can be used as collateral on a
bank loan.

“Another benefit of CRP is most
of the time when we are working on
CREP, it’s in the fall or in the spring
when we're not quite as busy on
the farm dealing with our crop,”
said Jeff Malone, a wheat grower
in Douglas County. “However, you
have to treat CRP like a crop because
itis. It's a source of income.”

Rental rates and cost
share payments

Malone’s family has had land
enrolled in CRP from the beginning.
Like most farmers, he also manages
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Average Eastern Washington CRP rental rates by county

Average County

Rental Rate 2026 | 2025 2024 2023 | 2022 2021 2020 2019 | 2018
ADAMS 47 62 46 50 53 52 52
ASOTIN 59 60 32 89 53 52 53
BENTON 50 48 40 53 53 46 46
COLUMBIA 79 93 77 89 62 74 73
DOUGLAS 4 49 44 47 53 49 50
FRANKLIN 49 54 40 53 53 59 59
GARFIELD 75 80 69 74 60 69 69
GRANT 55 59 40 78 53 64 63
KLICKITAT 39 48 53 53 53 48 48
LINCOLN 55 69 54 52 52 57 57
SPOKANE 75 69 55 53 50 70 70
WALLA WALLA 75 92 76 89 63 62 62
WHITMAN 91 94 87 89 83 80 80
According to the Farm Service Agency website, fsa.usda.gov/tools/informational/reports/
conservation-statistics/crp, these are the approved county average rental rates (rates unavailable
for 2023 and 2025). The posted rates will differ from the rates growers actually receive because
the rates are reduced by a factor of 85% for general CRP and 90% for continuous CRP, a
requirement of the 2018 Farm Bill.

CRP contracts for landowners. In Douglas County, CRP is used to help manage
habitat for endangered species such as the sage grouse and pygmy rabbits.

For 2026, Malone’s rental rate is projected to be $36/acre. In 2024, the average
rate in his county was $49/acre. He said it is challenging to make his CRP pay
when he splits the payment 50/50 with his landlords. In some cases, that pay-
ment isn't even enough for landlords to pay their taxes.

“My problem is they just keep reducing the CRP payment. We are also getting
less for our cost share when it comes to actually taking care of the ground,” he
said. “It’s not a working system, especially where we're at with wheat prices.
Honestly, it used to be that in times like this, CRP was the one payment you
could count on. Now that payments are getting less and less, it’s just not making
ends meet. Guys have to find different avenues.”

Down in Benton County, Nicole Berg’s rental rates actually went up slightly,
from $48/acre in 2024 to $50/acre in 2026. But even with that increase, her family
is still struggling to make their CRP ground profitable because input costs have
skyrocketed.

“Seed prices have gone up, as has fuel,” she said. “We used to start to recover
CRP costs in the third or fourth year of our contract. Now we're in the sixth or
seventh year just because input costs are so high. There’s only so long you can
go before something’s got to break.”

Both Berg and Malone said they are seeing cost share payments declining as
well.

“The value of the seed has gone up significantly, and we're not getting much
help with cost share,” Malone said. “They used to cover at least half of our costs,
but lately, it seems to be closer to a third.”

Stand density and species count

Most Eastern Washington CRP contracts have a standard requirement of .8
approved plants per square foot as measured by NRCS technicians. For areas of
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Eastern Washington that get 20 inches of rain, that usually
isn't a problem. However, for growers in the Horse Heaven
Hills where Berg farms, they average 6 inches of rain a
year.

“The problem with the standard is it’s a .8 standard for
6 inches of rainfall in the Horse Heaven Hills, and it’s a .8
standard for Whitman County and Spokane County and
Lincoln County, which get 20 inches of rain. So, we're hav-
ing an issue trying to get the stand to meet that .8 stan-
dard,” Berg explained.

Growers who fail to meet the standard may be required
to repay their contract if they can’t show a good faith effort
that they tried to create the stand. Another issue Berg and
her neighbors are dealing with is stand density. When
a grower signs a contract, they agree to have a certain
number of species in their stand, but over the life of the
contract, the more prolific species tend to choke out every-
thing else.

Malone also has had problems with species count. In his
case, some of the seeds growers in his area use for their
CRP State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement contracts have

a lifespan less than the length of the contract.

“You get to the end of your 15-year contract, and you've
only got six species growing where they required nine.
Come to find out, the plants don't last that long. It’s a bro-
ken system,” Malone said.

Seeding window

Chris Herron in Franklin County has been pushing
FSA to give growers in the low rainfall zones of Eastern
Washington an extra few months when planting CRP
ground. In their contracts, growers have 24 months to pre-
pare and plant their CRP ground, but because NRCS rules
require dormant seeding, it means growers only have one
shot to kill cheatgrass before they have to seed CRP.

“The timeline starts on Oct. 1. You are on the clock.
Really, I can’t touch the field for seven months because
it’s dry, dead sticks. To kill it, it’s got to be green, and that
happens in the spring. So, October, November, December,
January, February, March, April — already you're seven
months in the contract,” Herron explained. “If you match
NRCS and FSA together, they want you to seed CRP on

Under a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract, growers are required to have a certain number of plants per square foot. Two popular plants in Eastern
Washington CRP contracts are Basin wildrye (left) and yarrow. Each plant counts as one plant despite the fact one Basin wildrye plant is significantly bigger
than one yarrow plant. Photos courtesy of Chris Herron.
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month 14. I can do that, but it'll fail. I would prefer two
spring seasons in order to kill the weeds.”

Herron said at the March meeting they were given a
handout about CRP. At the bottom of the page, he noticed
a second seeding window, March through May. Turns out
there is a second seeding window, but only for areas with
16 inches of rain (Franklin County gets less than 12 inches
of rain on average).

“You know what that means to me? If they have differ-

ent interpretations, you can seed earlier or later if it rains,
why can’t you make it earlier or later if it doesn’t rain?”

he asked. “If they allowed me spring seeding instead of
eliminating me from spring seeding because I don’t have
16 inches of rain, I could squeeze that seeding in after the
second cheatgrass kill in April, and I could seed it in May.
And I would beat the 24 month FSA deadline.”

For more on the 24-month seeding deadline, see
wheatlife.org/crp-seeding-window-narrows/ m

Right seed, right soil, right conditions

By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

The ultimate success of a Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) contract is whether or not the grower
meets their contract’s stand density and count require-
ments, and that all starts with planting the seed mix
that’s right for local conditions.

Ultimately, the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) is responsible for telling growers what

they are required to plant. Those requirements came out

of soil surveys mostly done in the early 1920s and 30s,
said Todd Harris, part owner of Western Reclamation,
a native reclamation and forage seed company that
provides CRP seed mixes.

“NRCS has been studying this for years, and so they
know the precipitation zone. They know the soil type.
They know the likelihood of rains, and when they
come. With all that at hand, they then pick the species
that are going to go into their mixes,” Harris explained.
“Basically, NRCS comes up with an applicable mix that
fits the precipitation zone and the soil type, and it usu-
ally has done that very, very well.”

Harris, who has sold CRP seed mixes for 20 years and,

prior to that, helped produce the seed, said the seed
mixes for Eastern Washington have gradually moved to
include more native species. In fact, he said CRP was a
driving force in stimulating the native seed industry, as
was the need to replant wildfire-stricken rangelands.

The seeds that Harris sells are mainly grown in

Eastern Washington under irrigation. He said if you put
a native species under irrigation and manage it properly,

it’s kind of like a native plant on steroids.

“It does not look the same (as a plant grown under
dryland conditions). I mean, they have the same bo-
tanical characteristics, the same panicle, the same leaf
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structure, everything else, but you do raise a big plant
in comparison when you have water,” he said, adding
that growers have to be careful not to give the plants too
much water; they are dryland plants, after all. “When
you grow native dryland plants on irrigation, you have
to manage that, and it takes years to actually under-
stand what works and what doesn’t work.”

The cost of the seed mix is one of CRP’s main input
expenses. Many growers say the seed mixes are be-
coming more expensive overall, but Harris said in his
experience, the price has stayed quite consistent, within
a $20 range, with prices in the fall of 2025 falling slightly
below 2024’s prices. Market demand is the main fac-
tor impacting seed prices. In years with heavy wildfire
activity or an increase in the CRP cap, seed becomes
scarcer and more costly. In addition, certain seed mixes
are just more expensive — the higher the number of
species and different type of species in the mix, the
higher cost. However, the more plant species present,
the higher the environmental benefit (and, potentially, a
higher CRP rental rate).

How the seeds are planted can very much impact
the overall stand density and variety. For example, a
grower may have a seed mix that incorporates some
wheatgrass, Snake River wheatgrass, thickspike wheat-
grass, and maybe a Basin wildrye, but also has Sherman
big bluegrass in it. If the soil is a little bit dry and the
grower seeds a little too deep, the Sherman can’t emerge
from more than a half inch deep, so it would be a lesser
percentage on the landscape than the grower’s wheat
grasses.

“I've seen other growers who seed on the very surface.
They get beautiful stands of Sherman, but because the
larger seed didn’t have good seed to soil contact, they
have lesser percentage of those larger seeded species,”
Harris explained. “It’s all about seed bed preparation.” m
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FSA's Bell responds to grower CRP concerns

Wheat Life reached out to Patrick Bell, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) state executive director, to ask him about
growers’ concerns with the Conservation Reserve
Program. These are the written answers Bell provided.

As rental rates continue to decrease in Eastern
Washington, CRP is becoming less attractive to
growers. What factors are causing rental rates to
decrease, and is there anything the state FSA can
do about it?

FSA periodically reviews and updates CRP soil rental
rates to ensure that CRP payment rates are set at an
amount that encourages enrollment of eligible land but
does not adversely impact the
cropland rental market.

The rate process is informed by
National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) cash-rent survey
data. If this data is not available,
provisional rates are established
using the six closest counties with
available NASS rates. The FSA state
committees can provide alterna-
tive rates for review and approval
if supporting justification can be
provided. We actively look at these
rates and make supported justifica-
tions with valuable input received from our local county
committees and Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) partners. It is important to note that mar-
ket dynamics — crop prices, input costs, and land demand
— also influence cash-rent market trends, which feed into
CRP soil rental rate calculations.

Patrick Bell
Washington State
Executive Director, Farm
Service Agency

Overall, the single most important thing individual
producers can do to ensure soil rental rates are accurate
is to complete their annual NASS surveys and encourage
neighboring producers in their county to do so as well.

For many growers in the less-than-12" rainfall
zone, the 24-month seeding limit is not conducive
to establishing a successful stand. Why can’t the
contracts take local conditions into consideration?

Standard CRP contracts require seeding within 12
months, but up to 24 months can be granted if certain
criteria are met on a case-by-case basis. These limits were
implemented to accelerate stand establishment.

Under USDA national policy 7 CFR 1410.20, producers
must comply with contract terms — including establish-
ment timelines — which are uniform nationwide, with
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only limited flexibility at state or county level. These
rules ensure consistency and fairness across the country,
but they don’t always reflect the realities of extremely
dry environments.

Acknowledging the feedback producers have shared
regarding the challenges our stand establishment limits
have created in arid parts of Eastern Washington, I am
committed to opening further, proactive dialogue with
FSA and USDA leadership and to providing constructive,
field-based feedback that could support more flexible stan-
dards in the future.

Growers in the less-than-12" rainfall zone, specif-
ically in the Horse Heaven Hills, have issues meet-
ing stand count requirements. Again, why can’t the
CRP contracts take local conditions into consider-
ation when setting requirements?

We understand the challenges low precipitation poses
for our state’s producers. Producers in the Horse Heaven
Hills area, with an average of 6-9” annual precipitation,
probably have some of the toughest stand establishment
challenges anywhere in the region.

As with seeding timelines, stand count and density
requirements are standardized across CRP contracts,
as NRCS and FSA apply national technical criteria us-
ing USDA's Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG). While
state-level adaptation is limited unless explicitly provided
for in national regulations, I am working with my coun-
terpart here in Washington at the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, our sister agency, to identify ways
we might be able to tailor the seeding timeline and density
issues producers are facing in our especially arid climates.

How are cost share payments calculated? What
factors might decrease cost share payments?

CRP cost share reimburses up to 50% of eligible estab-
lishment costs, based on either actual expenses or USDA’s
established allowable costs, whichever is lower.

If actual costs come in higher than the cost share maxi-
mum allowable amount for that practice or component,
the reimbursement cannot exceed 50% of the allowable
cost, not the producer’s full cost.

WAWG supports making CRP a more regional
program, rather than a one-size-fits-all program.
Where does that effort begin, and how can WAWG
members help?

One of the most helpful things WAWG and its members
can provide is local data and examples, as Chris Herron
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and others have done. In my view, to ensure FSA remains responsive and informed to local needs and concerns.
this only strengthens WAWG' case, Anything else you'd like to add about CRP?

whether it be in farm bill advocacy,
engaging with elected officials, or
making proposals for policy flexibil-
ities to FSA at the state and national
levels.

For 40 years, CRP has been USDA's flagship conservation program, and we
want to keep it that way for another 40 years. Many producers right here in
Washington state helped lead the charge to establish the program. I'm encour-
aged producers are now focused on ways to further improve the program, and
I am also encouraged by the depth of knowledge and experience we have at our

You recently met with grow- disposal, from producers, our state FSA team, and our partners at NRCS.

ers to discuss CRP. What did you

take away from that meeting? For my part, 'm committed to continuing to collaborate with NRCS, WAWG,

and our national FSA office to explore strategies that will produce results. m
What stood out most was the will-

ingness of producers to speak can-
didly about where CRP works well
for them, and where the program
may not be meeting their needs.
While providing feedback and ex-
pressing concerns, they also offered
practical ideas for program improve-
ment. I left the meeting encouraged
that we can make progress, by work-
ing together to address some of the
thornier issues that have crept up in
some regions of the state.

st
PLACE
TROPHIES
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Probably my biggest single takeaway
is that producers are passionate
about the program. I heard a lot of
proposals on ways to improve it by
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extent it can be.

FREE
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As I mentioned previously, I am
actively working with NRCS leader-
ship to identify ways we can collabo-
rate on improvements to our service
delivery for producers who sign up
for CRP, as well as proactively ex-
plore, in consultation with national
office leadership, opportunities for
policy flexibilities to address local
concerns.

I do want to also encourage
continued producer engagement,
through the grassroots county com-
mittee process, in regional producer
meetings, and during CRP sign-ups,
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6505 E. Valleyway, Spokane, WA 99212
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FARM & RANCH!

WALLA WALLA CO.FARMS
845.6 Acres Wooden Road
New price

$721,000
~968.2 acres Wooden Road
[“Brinkmann- $853,540

T —

Searching for Bank

STABILITY?

Look No Further!

Stability really means something. Especially for local
families, farms and businesses that span generations.
State Bank Northwest was founded in 1902 in the heart

of wheat country, and we continue to expand to serve the
region. If you are looking for a bank that is solid, stable and
well capitalized consider State Bank. We are a local bank
that continues to grow strong while staying independent.

We can help, come talk to us today!

N STATE BANK

Spokane Valley - 509-789-4335 — Northpointe - 509-464-2701
Garfield - 509-635-1361 — Rockford - 509.252.6080
Colfax - 509.252.6070 — Palouse - 509.252.6090

www.statebanknorthwest.com EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER MEMBERFDIC
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Glenn Leitz farm gift benefits

the future of NW agriculture

In life, Glenn Leitz eagerly shared his pas-
sion for agriculture, discovery, and history.
Following his wishes, part of the Fairfield,
Washington, farmer’s acreage is now a
Land Legacy farm for Washington State
University, helping benefit future genera-
tions of Washington grain growers.

Born in 1930 to a pioneer farm family,
Leitz was a WSU alumnus, veteran, history
buff, and ardent supporter of research-in-
formed farming. A founding member of
the Land Legacy Council—a group of farm-
ers that guide the use of roughly a dozen
properties funding research and educa-
tion at WSU—he is the first member to
leave his land to the university.

“Glenn was ahead of the curve,” said Joe
Schmitz, a Palouse grower and retired
tenant who produced crops on Leitz’s
WSU-donated land. “He tried to take care
of his ground the best that he could.”

Since Leitz’s passing at age 92 in 2023,
about 400 acres of northern Palouse
farmland now support research into soil
health and conservation farming.

“Glenn was a colleague and friend,” said
Rich Koenig, professor of crop and soil
sciences and an ex-officio member of the
Land Legacy Council. “Salt of the earth.
He loved farming and agriculture.”

A donor to the department for many
years, Leitz annually sent a check with
simple instructions: ‘Do something with
this money to advance wheat breeding
and precision agriculture.

“He was always dedicated to WSU,” said
Schmitz, whose late father, Albert, was a
good friend of Leitz’s. Both grew up on
nearby farms and then roomed together
at then-Washington State College in the
late 1940s.

As salutatorian from his Fairfield High
School class, Leitz was offered a fully paid
semester at the state college. He gradu-
ated with a degree in general agriculture
in 1952, then briefly attended graduate
school at Washington State before being
drafted into the U.S. Army. Following his
army stint, he returned to the family farm
for the rest of his career.

As a student, and later as a farmer, Leitz
met and was inspired by Orville Vogel,
famed Pullman-based wheat breeder,
whose mid-century work in dwarf variet-
ies helped launch a world food revolution.

“Glenn would talk about Vogel and what
he did for wheat growers in Washington,”
Koenig said. “He gifted his farm because
of the work of Vogel and the impact that
he had on Washington agriculture.”

Another connection was Leitz’s friend
and fellow farmer Lorenz Bohrnsen,
who donated his 1,014 acres of farmland
to WSU in 1991. That farm funds wheat
breeding and genetics work today.

Leitz also remembered lessons from WSC
advisors that college is an opportunity not
everyone receives; students should
appreciate education and remem-
ber to give back.

Glenn Leitz

“Glenn really wanted to continue that
legacy of support for wheat breeding,
genetics, and all that our scientists do for
Eastern Washington farmers,” Koenig said.

Remembering the past,
protecting the future

In retirement, Leitz’s inquiring mind thrilled
to history. He played a leading role in
preservation of the one-room Prairie View
School in Waverly, Washington, and wrote
three books on the history of Palouse farm
communities, geology, and pioneer life.

Archaeological finds, great floods, and
Native American history deeply interest-
ed him. Tour groups tapped him to lead
vanloads of visitors through historical



and geological landscapes, where Leitz
would point out where mammoth fossils
were found.

“Every intersection, Glenn knew the his-
tory of everything that was there or had
been there,” Koenig said.

In 2014, Leitz created his namesake
Glenn Leitz Soil and Conservation Farm-
ing Endowment at WSU. The fund reflects
his interest in what might be described
today as sustainable farming.

Joe Schmitz remembers touring Leitz’s
farm, the older farmer pointing out his
good soil, proper drainage, and ero-
sion-preventing improvements. Leitz
carefully planted trees on hilltops,
grassed unproductive spots, and put in
ponds to encourage wildlife.

“It's good-producing ground,” said Dan
Schmitz, Joe’s son, who is continuing the
family tradition as the current tenant on
Leitz’s WSU acreage.

“Glenn was very knowledgeable about
farming,” Dan Schmitz said. “He was a
good friend to talk to. He’d get on the

Funding from the Leitz endowment today
directly support WSU research into prac-
tices that store water, enrich soil, and
reduce erosion. The latest beneficiary
is WSU’s Lind Dryland Research Station,
where endowment funds purchased a
much-needed equipment trailer.

“This mobility is essential for us to do
farmer-focused experiments,” said Suren-
dra Singh, Lind Station Director. “By allow-
ing us to bring research tools to growers’
fields, the fund strengthens our collabo-
ration with producers and expands the
practical impact of our work.”

Farm-based experiments led from Lind
help scientists understand soil health
and improve dryland agronomy practic-
es. To Singh, they’re a true reflection of
WSU’s land-grant mission.

“We are deeply grateful for the generos-
ity and vision of the Leitz Fund,” he said.

Koenig, who often reached out to donors
in his council role, remembers regularly
checking in with Leitz over breakfast at
The Harvester in Spangle.

A LEGACY
OF LAND

£

Washington farms are more than just
fields and forests. They are lifetime
investments, generational homes and
businesses, the source of our foods
and fibers, and a vital part of our natural
landscape.

Created by Washington farmers, ranch-
ers, and forest owners who wanted
to keep their land in production while
passing it on to serve others, WSU’s
Land Legacy Program puts land to
work to support donor priorities, such as:

Wheat research, breeding, and
genetics

Precision farming
Student scholarships
Conservation

4-H programs and demonstrations

tractor and give us great history lessons  “Whenever | asked to meet, his answer O LAND
on how they did things back in the old was simply ‘When?’” Koenig said. “He oo LEGACY
days.” was always interested in learning what FARMS
his resources were being used for; in
Leitz always appreciated how his tenants  \yhat the breeders were doing, the histo-
cared for the land and worked to improve 1y, of our work, and the impact.” dﬂ:
it, Dan added.
‘Do good things, Leitz would tell the sci- @@@ TOTAL
“Glenn lived through some of the worst  gptist. 9 ACRES
erosion and saw the transition to conser-
vation farming on the Palouse,” Koenig “He wanted his gift to do good things,” BENEFITS

said. Leitz put new ideas into practice,
and as he retired from farming, donated
equipment to WSU research farms.

Koenig said. _spg

Your gift of land will

Have REAL IMPACT for the causes
and research you value most

Preserve a LIVING HERITAGE of your
family contribution

Provide TAX BENEFITS
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'\ CONTACT

To learn more about
making a gift of land:
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TR TR Email wsuf.cahnrs.development.

team@wsu.edu

Call 509-335-2243

Visit legacyofland.wsu.edu
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Built for the die-hard no-tillers
who need to cover a lot of
acres with fewer refills, the

Great Plains NTA-3510 Air Drill
combines rugged dependability
with exceptional accuracy.

‘
Gr Blams

-“Harvest Starts Here.”

)
UNIFORM SEED DISTRIBUTION COULTER-ASSISTED OPENER SYSTEM CLOSE-COUPLED BIN € IMPLEMENT
Asingle fan supplies air to a divided manifold where Increase coulter depth to penetrate hard, dry The close-coupled design offers exceptional
the star-wheel meters drop the seed into the airflow soils, or reduce coulter depth in soft conditions. maneuverability when backing up. Active hydraulic

of each tower. The towers use a transition cone to This allows the 10 Series parallel linkage, double- weight transfer maintains even, consistent
uniformly divide the seed to each row. disc openers to properly place the seed. penetration across the entire width of the implement.

VISIT ONE OF THESE GREAT PLAINS DEALERS OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT: GreatPlainsAg.com

Moses Lake, WA — 509-765-1257 Pomeroy, WA - 509-843-3395
Pasco, WA — 509-547-8920

Sunnyside, WA - 509-837-3833 Odessa. WA — 509-982-2644

Pendleton, OR — 541-276-6222 Fairfield, WA — 509-283-2111

©Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 3323E-GPM
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

By Kevin Klein
Chairman, Washington Grain
Commission

One of our key goals as a com-
mission is to educate about the
importance of small grain produc-
tion in Washington. To me, the ed-
ucation portion of the Washington Grain Commission’s
(WGC) budget has always been a challenge. As we
educate, we ensure that Washington producers are
seen as trusted leaders and critical to our food systems,
communities, and economy. The challenge comes when
determining where commission funds are best spent.

Determining which educational programs to fund
involves deciding which programs will have the widest,
most effective reach, and that can be difficult to track.

At our last board meeting, the commission received an
update report from Kara Kaelber, district manager of

the Franklin Conservation District, on Wheat Week, a
program she has been heading up for the past 19 years.
The presentation was encouraging, and I was very im-
pressed by the number of fourth and fifth-grade students
that this program reaches each year. Some of the current
teachers welcoming Wheat Week into their classroom
actually went through the program when they were in
school!

The program has flourished and expanded over the
years under Kara’s thoughtful guidance and is envied by
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Education funding casts wide net

neighboring states and other commodities. This innova-
tive program has taken time, persistence, and financial
investment from the commission over many years to

get where it is today. I want to offer my genuine thanks
to all the leaders, teachers, and Wheat Week employees
involved in making this outreach and education possible.
I will continue to be a strong advocate for Wheat Week
funding.

Another area of commission-backed education is
through the Wheat Foundation. The Wheat Foundation
has taken time to invest in more social media outreach to
consumers, working hard to connect nonfarm families to
Washington’s wheat world.

KR Strategies also plays a critical role in the commis-
sion’s educational outreach. Utilized by both the Wheat
Foundation and Washington Grown, KR Strategies
helps create high-quality, engaging educational content.
Along with the Washington Potato Commission, the
Washington Grain Commission is proud to provide
funding for the upcoming season of Washington Grown.
We are excited to see more wheat and small grains cover-
age in the coming year!

WGC also lends and supports speakers at the Spokane
Ag Show, the annual wheat growers convention, and
other educational programs hosted by the Washington
Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG). We host a
Portland Grower Tour each year where we take a group
of Washington growers to Portland and show them

where Washington wheat ends up, both
== asan export and as an end product.

NOISSIWWOD NIVYD NOLODNIHSVYM

The last educational outreach point I'll
bring up is this — this very article. Wheat
Life is an integral part of our education
budget. WAWG takes on the responsibil-
ity of planning, organizing, and publish-
ing the majority of the magazine. The
WGC has a designated section that we

try to keep pertinent and informative.
N This key touch point with our commu-
nity helps us stay in contact and share
important information about small
grains in Washington.

As a commission, we are committed to
frequently analyzing and reevaluating
where our education dollars are going so
we can continue to best serve the grow-
ers we represent.
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REPORTS

WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

PNW continues to focus on quality

Eight new varieties join 2026 wheat quality rankings

The Washington Grain Commission is pleased to
provide the 2026 wheat quality rankings for the Pacific
Northwest (PNW). Considering about 80% of PNW
wheat production is exported each year, producing a
high-quality crop that meets customer demands is criti-
cal to maintaining export markets.

The Preferred Wheat Varieties Brochure ranks Eastern
Washington, Oregon, and Northern Idaho wheat vari-
eties using not just one, but six components to evalu-
ate end-use quality. Washington was the first state in the
U.S. to rank varieties for quality, with Oregon and Idaho
joining the effort soon after. Wheat growers are encour-
aged to reference these rankings when deciding between
varieties.

End-use quality determinations were based on re-
sults from grain, milling, and product quality tests. The
most desirable ranking characterizes varieties that have
high test weights, appropriate protein content (kernel
properties), and excellent milling and end-use proper-
ties. Desirable-ranked varieties range from good to very
good kernel, milling, and end-use qualities. Acceptable
varieties have qualities ranging from acceptable to good
and may contain potential minor flaws, but are accept-
able in international trade.

Of the components used in evaluating quality, 10%
of the score is assigned to a variety’s test weight and
protein, while milling attributes receive 30% of the
focus. The largest consideration is end-use functionality
(baking performance), where 60% of a variety’s score is
assigned. The scores are reviewed yearly as new data
becomes available and are subject to change.

There are eight new entries to the Preferred Wheat
Varieties Brochure for 2026. The new entries for soft
white winter wheat include LCS Scorpion AX as Most
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Desirable, and LCS Hydra AX, LCS Kraken AX, and LCS
Reaper AX as Desirable. There was one new entry for
hard red winter wheat: LCS Eclipse AX as Acceptable.
There was also one new entry for soft white spring
wheat: Soda as Most Desirable. The two new entries for
hard red spring wheat, WB9623 and CP3530, also came
in as Most Desirable. Most of the new entries are at the
Desirable and Most Desirable levels, so we continue to
hold steady with the high-quality varieties in the PNW
that our customers expect and appreciate.

These rankings are based on the results of the geno-
type and environment study (G&E) quality testing con-
ducted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Western Wheat Quality Laboratory, the Washington
State University Wheat Quality Program, the University
of Idaho Wheat Quality Laboratory, and the Oregon State
University Cereal Quality Laboratory, including relevant
breeding nurseries.

The quality scores presented here reflect a minimum
of three years of data in the G&E Study, using a refer-
ence variety for each class. Therefore, varieties may be in
commercial production before they are included in the
list. The list is reviewed annually and includes the top
varieties currently in production. Varieties not listed
have not been tested or have less than three years of data.
For complete results, please visit wwql.wsu.edu.

All classes have shown dramatic improvements in
quality since the G&E study first began gathering data in
1997. The Preferred Wheat Varieties Brochure is pro-
vided courtesy of the Washington Grain Commission,
the Oregon Wheat Commission, and the Idaho Wheat
Commission. m

Alecia Kiszonas, a research biologist with the USDA’s
Agricultural Research Service, contributed to this article.



2@ 2@ Quiality Rankings

Varieties are listed by statistical
quality rankings by class. When making
a decision between varieties with
similar agronomic characteristics and
grain yield potential, choose the variety
with the higher quality ranking. This
will help to increase the overall quality
and desirability of Pacific Northwest
(PNW) wheat.

Most Desirable (MD)—These varieties
generally have high test weights,
appropriate protein content (kernel
properties), and excellent milling and
end-use properties.

Desirable (D)—The kernel, milling,
and end-use qualities of these varieties
range from good to very good. The
quality attributes of these varieties are
desirable in international trade.

Acceptable (A)—The kernel,
milling, and end-use qualities of these
varieties range from acceptable to
good. Individual varieties may possess
minor flaws. The quality attributes
of these varieties are acceptable in
international trade.

Least Desirable (LD)—These varieties
havedisplayedlow quality characteristics
for this class of wheat. The intrinsic
quality of PNW wheat will be improved if
these varieties are not planted.

Soft White Spring

Soda WSuU
Tekoa WSU
Bush WSU
Diva WSU
WB6341 WB
Butch CL+
Louise
Ul Cookie
Alturas
AP Mondovi CL2 ...
Ryan
Seahawk
WB6121
TMC Lochaven
WB6211CLP WB

Hard White Spring
Ul Platinum ul
WB-Hartline WB
Dayn WSU

Hard White Winter
Ul Silver ul

Soft White Winter
Sockeye CL+ Wsu

Bobtail

LCS Shine

Ul Vixen

LCS ScorpionAX
Nixon

Gale

Nimbus

Nova AX

WB1621
AP Exceed

Jameson

LCS Jefe

Piranha CL+

WB1720

VI Encore CL+
AP Olympia

Rydrych Mz

OR2X2 CLP
VI Presto CL+
LCS Hydra AX
LCS Kraken AX
TMC M-Pire

SY Ovation

Ul Magic CL+
LCS Reaper AX

Appleby CL+

Stingray CL+
VIVoodoo CL+
WB1922 WB

SY Assure AP/SY

GS Bounty GS

LCS Blackjack
Norwest Duet
TMC M-Press TMC

Mallory CL+ Oosu

YSC-93 YSC

Rollie WSU

Inspire WSU

Stephens Oosu
LCS Hulk LCS

SY Dayton AP/SY

AP lliad AP/SY

LCS Artdeco LCS

Norwest Tandem .. OSU/LCS
Curiosity CL+

Rosalyn osu
LCS Kamiak LCS

Winter Club

Cameo

Castella

ARS Crescent
Cara

Pritchett

Bruehl

Hard Red Winter

LCS Missile LCS
Guardian PG
Scorpio WSU
Gemini
Sequoia
WB4311
SY Touchstone
Keldin
LCS Jet
LCS Eclipse AX
WB4303
WB4623CLP
WB4510CLP
LCS Evina
LCS Rocket
WB4394
LCS Helix AX
Battle AX
LCS Blackbird

Hard Red Spring

Jefferson

SY Selway
Glee
WB9623
CP3530

SY Gunsight
Chet
AP Renegade
Kelse
WB9303
WB9668
WB9662

Spring Club
Roger
Melba

JD
Hedge CL+

Abbreviations

AP/SY: AgriPro/Syngenta

ARS: Agricultural Research Service
CP: Croplan

GS: GeneShifters

LCS: Limagrain Cereal Seeds

OSU: Oregon State University

PG: PlainsGold

TMC: The McGregor Company

Ul: University of Idaho

WB: WestBred/Bayer Crop Sciences

WSU: Washington State University

% e Ay

NOISSIWIWOD NIVYD NOLONIHSYM

Tl TE




AW WGC REPORTS

Winter wheat trial results

2025 CROP HAD A LOT TO CONTEND WITH, FROM SNOW MOLD TO HOT, DRY JULY
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7 Kimberly Garland-Campbell
Research Geneticist and Club
Wheat Breeder, USDA-ARS,
Washington State University

We are well into the 2026
winter wheat season. After
an unusually warm winter,
the winter wheat is up to two

The mild winter increased
the incidence of stripe rust,
Hessian fly, wheat mite, and wheat soil-borne mosaic
virus. Even with seven months behind us, a lot can still
happen to the winter wheat crop during the 10-month
growing season.

This was evident in the results of the 2025 Washington
State University (WSU) Extension winter wheat trials.
Dry weather during planting in the fall of 2024 im-
pacted emergence at Lind and Almira. Snow mold left
us little to look at in Douglas County. A sudden cold
snap in February 2025 severely damaged some variet-
ies, especially at Harrington, Ritzville, and Walla Walla.
The hot, dry July terminated grain fill at Pullman; grain
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weeks early in some locations.

was shriveled, with low test weight and high protein at
harvest. High input costs and low prices continued to
plague production.

Things could have been worse, however, as winter
wheat acreage increased slightly over 2024, and the
state’s average yield was close to normal at 68 bushels per
acre (compared to 70 bushels per acre in 2024). Much of
the steady production is due to farmers’ skills. Another
major factor is the quality of the wheat varieties. The
WSU Extension wheat trials evaluate current and poten-
tial new varieties from all major breeding entities in both
the public and private sectors. The mission of the variety
trials is to generate and report high-quality, accurate data
on variety performance, representing the major wheat-
growing regions of Washington.

The total winter wheat trial effort is large, including
over 35 separate yield trials throughout Eastern and
Central Washington. The soft winter wheat varieties and
experimental lines were divided into low (less-than-16
inches) and high (greater-than-16 inches) annual rainfall
zones. Entries were grown in their most representative
zones. The CLOAX trial consisted of soft winter wheat
carrying Clearfield or CoAXium herbicide resistance.




WGC REPORTS

Table 1: 2025 WSU Extension Soft White Winter Wheat Table 2: 2025 WSU Extension Soft White Winter Wheat
Performance, Less-Than-16" Zone Performance, Greater-Than-16" Zone

Yield Grain Test Yield Grain Test
Variety (Club) bu/ac | Protein% | Weight Ibs/bu Variety (Club) bu/ac | Protein% | Weight Ibs/bu
(astella 72 104 60.0 LCS Jefe 130 99 61.0
WA8438 70 1.3 59.3 ARS14X1114RS-1CBW 129 11 60.3
WB1922 70 14 61.5 Norwest Tandem 128 10.6 60.7
LWW22-6387 70 99 59.6 WA8404 127 11 59.8
Rollie 69 10.0 62.0 SY Dayton 126 104 60.8
LWW21-1436 69 10.6 604 WA8441 126 109 60.6
WA8404 68 1.3 59.2 Norwest Duet 126 10.8 61.1
ARS14X1114RS-3CBW 67 10.3 60.1 WA8448 125 10.5 59.6
LWW22-6372 67 10.8 589 LWW20-2867 125 10.7 60.1
Norwest Tandem 67 10.5 604 16-007057A 124 11.6 60.7
ARS15X1496-7-2(BW 66 10.6 592 LCS Shine 124 103 60.2 E
Norwest Duet 66 111 60.2 LCS Blackjack 124 10.8 58.0
Pritchett 66 10.7 60.0 LWW22-2864 124 109 60.5 a
LCS Jefe 65 9.8 60.2 LCS Kamiak 123 11.9 614 T
16-478001 65 10.7 604 AP Exceed 123 109 613 —
WB1720 65 11.0 61.1 WB1922 122 13 61.8 <
TMCM-Press 65 10.6 60.8 Rydrych MZ 122 n3 62.1 Q
Jameson 64 1.3 60.5 LCS Artdeco 122 10.5 59.3 =
WA8442 64 1.5 599 GSW22-21 122 14 60.6 o
16-007057A 63 1.5 60.0 TMCM-Press 122 10.8 60.7 =
WA8417 63 1.7 60.1 ARS16DHA4-17CAW 122 1.2 60.2 ()]
WB1621 63 10.6 613 LCS Mazama 122 110 61.5 -
LWW22-1105 63 109 60.1 0R2180149 ” 103 59.9 E
WA8439 63 10.8 58.6 AP Olympia 121 109 62.0 2
LCS Hulk 62 11.0 60.5 GS Bounty ” 14 60.7 A
TMCM-Pire 62 109 61.1 Nimbus 121 114 60.6 (o)
Nimbus 62 109 60.3 Inspire il 11 59.0 g
17-995133B 61 10.7 60.8 (astella 121 109 60.6
LCS Shine 60 10.2 59.5 VI Gem 120 10.7 61.5 g
Devote 60 13 623 PN18MS604566 120 10.8 60.1 ;
GSW22-21 59 120 60.1 TMCM-Pire 118 11.0 60.8 wn
OR5180072 56 13 59.0 WB1621 118 10.8 62.1 6
0R2180149 56 10.6 59.3 14-211120A 118 11 60.1 =
17-355144A 56 10.8 61.5 (ameo 17 1.8 599
0R2180350 54 11.0 594 17-995133B 17 109 61.8
LCS Kamiak 53 11.9 60.0 LCS Hulk 17 1.2 61.2
Mean 64 10.9 60.2 WA8419 116 10.5 61.8
LSD (0.05) 4 0.4 0.5 0R2170559 114 11.2 61.5
Locations: Almira, Anatone, Eureka, Harrington, Horse Heaven, Lind, Mean 122 109 60.7
Reardan, Ritzville. LSD (0-05) 6 0.3 0.5

For consistent fertility management, the hard winter

wheat trials include hard red, hard white, and herbicide-

resistant hard wheat varieties. Data from the 2025 soft
white and CLOAX trials are summarized by location
within the low (less-than-16 inches) and high (greater-
than-16 inches) rainfall zones. The hard wheat trials are
summarized across all rainfall zones because the high
rainfall zone included only two locations. Only entries
grown at all locations within a rainfall zone were in-

Locations: Fairfield, Farmington, Mayview, Pullman, St. John, Walla Walla.

cluded in the summary tables. Complete data is available
at the Washington State University Small Grains Variety
Testing website (smallgrainswsu.edu/variety).

In the soft white winter wheat trials for the low (less-
than-16 inches) rainfall zone, the top performers includ-
ed the club wheat, Castella, and the soft white wheat,
Rollie, with several others ranked above average (Table
1). Several lines performed well in the high (greater-

WHEAT LIFE | MAY 2026 45



AW WGC REPORTS

Table 3: 2025 WSU Extension Herbicide Resistant Soft Table 4: 2025 WSU Extension Herbicide Resistant Soft
White Winter Wheat Performance, Less-Than-16" Zone White Winter Wheat Performance, Greater-Than-16” Zone
Yield Grain Test Yield Grain Test
Variety (Club) bu/ac | Protein% | Weight Ibs/bu Variety (Club) bu/ac | Protein% | Weight Ibs/bu
Sockeye CL+ Al 10.3 60.1 Sockeye (L+ 133 104 614
VI Encore CL-+ 63 1.1 593 LWW(21-5070 CL+ 129 1.0 60.6
ARS18X376-16(BW (1+ 63 10.9 59.5 WA8446 (L+ 129 1.1 60.9
LWW(21-5070 CL+ 62 10.8 59.5 VI Voodoo CL+ 128 1.2 60.4
LWWC(21-0317 (L+ 60 1.8 591 Piranha CL+ 127 1.1 61.5
ARS18X371-34(BW (L-+ 59 10.8 59.5 WA8445 (L-+ 124 10.6 60.0
WA8421 (L+ 59 1.1 614 VI Encore (L+ 124 1.2 61.7
Mallory CL-+ 57 109 58.7 ARS18X376-16(BW (L+ 124 13 60.7
VI Presto (L+ 56 17 613 Stingray CL+ 123 13 60.8
UIL 19-713070A CL+ 56 17 62.2 Mallory CL+ 19 1.1 60.5
= LWHA22-0008 AX 66 10.9 60.6 ARS18X371-34CBW (1+ 18 15 61.3
(@) LCS Hydra AX 64 10.6 61.7 Resilience CL-+ 17 14 61.8
— LWHA21-5188 AX 63 10.7 594 UIL 19-713070A CL+ 14 12.2 63.2
m Nova AX 62 10.6 59.7 LWHA21-5188 AX 132 1.2 60.9
— LCS Kraken AX 62 10.7 60.6 LWHA22-0008 AX 129 1.2 60.9
E WA8420 AX 61 1.0 60.1 WA8420 AX 126 1.0 615
E LWWA22-H22 AX 61 10.6 60.0 WA8444 AX 124 109 62.5
(@) WA8443 AX 60 10.3 579 LWWA22-522 AX 123 1.0 61.1
(U LCS Scorpion AX 56 10.6 60.2 LCS Scorpion AX 122 10.6 61.7
= LCS Reaper Il AX 54 14 61.7 0R3230026 AX 17 10.6 61.0
= OR3230026 AX 53 10.5 60.1 Nova AX 17 10.7 61.0
< Mean 60 n 60 LCS Reaper Il AX 13 1.8 62.8
(2 LSD (0.05) 4 0.3 0.7 LCS Dagger AX 107 15 63.1
u Locations: Almira, Anatone, Eureka, Harrington, Horse Heaven, Lind, Mean 122.6 i 614
Z Reardan, Ritzville. LSD (0.05) 5.5 0.3 0.4
o Locations: Fairfield, Farmington, Mayview, Pullman, St. John, Walla Walla.
=
O
b Table 5: 2025 WSU Extension Hard Red Winter Wheat
E Performance, Over All Locations
) Yield Grain Test
< Variety (Club) bu/ac | Protein% | Weight Ibs/bu
; Scorpio 83 12,1 60.9
LCS Missile 80 n7 61.2
LCS Jet 79 12.0 60.4
LCS Eclipse AX 79 1.2 589
WB4640 78 12.6 63.0
WA8401 78 1.2 61.1
WA8399 77 n3 61.2
Keldin 77 12.2 62.5
LWH21-0760 76 12.2 62.2
(019D087R 72 1.6 62.3
WB4510CLP 70 1.8 64.2
LCS Top Gun 70 1.9 613
GSHR5 64 13.0 60.8
AACVortex 61 129 62.2
Mean 75 12.0 61.6
LSD (0.05) 4 0.3 0.5

Locations: Almira, Anatone, Eureka, Horse Heaven, Lind, Moses Lake,
Pullman, Reardan, Ritzville, Walla Walla.
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than-16 inches) rainfall zone, including LCS Jefe, Norwest yields in all trials, so stay tuned for new releases (Tables
Tandem, SY Dayton, Norwest Duet, LCS Shine, and LCS 1-5).
Blackjack (Table 2). Average grain yields were 64 bushels The 2026 winter wheat trials were planted in the fall
per acre in the low rainfall trials, but almost double at of 2025. The variety testing team has visited all sites,
122 bushels per acre in the high rainfall trials. The aver- and most look good, though some trials are affected by
ages of protein and test weight were similar across the variable emergence due to dry soils at planting. All have
rainfall zones. been sprayed with fungicide to control stripe rust.
Sockeye CL+ had the best yield among the Clearfield Staffing for the WSU variety testing program is chang-
lines in the low-rainfall CLOAX trials (Table 3). A group ing in 2026. The 2026 trials are currently managed by
of lines with the CoAXium trait, LCS Hydra AX, Nova Mike Pumphrey and Kim Garland Campbell until a
AX, and LCS Kraken AX, performed similarly. In the new project leader is hired. WSU technicians Patricia
high rainfall zone, Sockeye CL+, VI Voodoo CL+, and DeMacon, Vadim Jitkov, and Alex Brown manage the
Piranha CL+ were the best Clearfield lines, and LCS day-to-day activities. Our Dryland Extension Team,
Scorpion AX and Nova AX were best in the high rainfall Aaron Esser, Morgan Menaker, and Rachel Wieme
zones (Table 4). Yields of the CoAXium lines were slight- developed the summer field day and plot tour schedule E
ly lower than those of the soft white wheat and Clearfield (see page 48 for schedule)‘ We are grateful for the support >
lines, but several experimental entries are doing well. of the Washington Grain Commission, the Variety Trial ;
As with soft white wheat, the average yields of the Advisory Committee, and all the farmers who use the —
high rainfall CLOAX trials were double that of the low data. g
rainfall trials. The average test weight of the CLOAX Full results from the 2025 winter wheat trials are -
lines was slightly low in the low rainfall trials, while the posted on the WSU Small Grains website at (@]
average protein was slightly high in the high rainfall smallgrains.wsu.edu. This site will take you to location 2
trials. maps and GPS coordinates for all 2026 trials, as well as [
The top performers across the hard wheat nurseries current and archived data. You can also join the Variety o)
included Scorpio, LCS Missile, LCS Jet, and LCS Eclipse Trial PrelimData listserv to receive yield data within a 2
AX (Table 5). Scorpio and LCS Jet had slightly low test week of harvest. 2
weights, while the protein of LCS Missile and LCS Contact the dryland extension team if you have ques- A
Eclipse was slightly low. The average yield was better tions about tours or field days. All other questions about (@]
than the state average yield at 75 bushels per acre, pro- the trials can be submitted through the variety testing =
tein averaged 12%, and test weight averaged 61.6. Several website. Let’s hope the next five months remain kind to 2
of the new experimental lines had competitive grain the 2025 wheat crop. = 5
=
o
2

ON STATE UNIVERSITY

SHOMN
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WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 2026 PNW Crop Tour SChedUle
U EXTENSION WSU Variety Testing Program

/]

The 2026 crop tour season will begin soon and provides opportunities to view field trials and interact with WSU personnel. The list below provides an outline
of the time and location of each tour. Please check with the contact listed prior to the tour to verify the time, location, and agenda or reach out to your local
county wheat growers association or other co-sponsor. Location maps for the WSU Extension Cereal Variety Trials are available online at
https://smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/.

Thank you to the Washington Grain Commission for funding to support the trials and tours as well as the county wheat growers associations and co-sponsors
for programs and meals associated with the field days. Finally, a big thank you to all the grower cooperators for their time and resources to host the variety

trials. We truly appreciate all the continued support. -The WSU Cereal Variety Testing Team
Date Start Time Tour Starting Location GPS Contact
g 4-Jun 8am wefat::i.‘gﬁzmz:ters 1433 Wesl;';iliagtlrzreIt,Exar:: TNalla, WA 1ﬁ%igg%i.selz'cv Kim Campbell, 208-310-9876
G 4-Jun 8am Horse Heaven Horsz;l::t\;exgr ;;mF: zist;/;’avl\::nm 1ﬁzi1314122935’\\j\/ Mike Pumphrey, 509-592-5234
2 O I N WO vl e et
E 5-Jun 1:30pm Eureka* VT Winter ‘1"?;:;,55:%3301 931.2'N 14;211395'%15;.20':,’:'/\/ Rachel Wieme, 320-250-7224
8 9-Jun 7:45am Pendleton, OR (OSU/ARS) CBARC Sta/:g;':ﬁ(g; ;‘;g:’g Ranch Rd, 11}15—:34337(()3&1%% Debbie Sutor, 541-278-4405
= 10-Jun 7:45am Moro, OR (OSU/ARS) Sherman S‘rj‘;':)" 823:750;(;”6 Rock Rd, 142%318322% Debbie Sutor, 541-278-4405
E 10-Jun 7:45am | UoflWeed Science Field Day Parker Fﬂg‘slg\ff I';lasrgsigience Rd, 1‘§2‘;}3;";’3257’:'N Joan Campbell, 208-885-7730
g 11-Jun 8:30am Lind Field Day Lind Res::i';:;a:a‘;',‘ EiL,E\'NE:perimem ﬁ;%i%‘;%:":l/v Samantha Crow, 509-677-3671
b4 12-Jun 10am Harrington* vr Wi“:‘:;fx(z)f;,zvs\FIs"N 1‘%:223;%723% Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
E TBD TBD Douglas County* vr Wi"ﬁ‘:’gf;%;‘?;,svio“'z"” 1?9257%‘;23’;\/ Kim Campbell, 208-310-9876
g 17-Jun 8:30am Mayview: Spring Canola wsu Cano::g:l:(:.s;lvs"sTOA.O”N 1‘2671213%3’;\1 Jesse Ford, 509-990-6316
E 17-Jun 9:30 am Mayw:f‘:z(wwii:je/rNCV::}:l); *S pring | NWGG S’"i"f ‘1'\;['::;:’“7"\7/ 46°37'05.6'N 1‘#@:32222;25':'/\/ Morgan Menaker, 704-989-3752
2 18-Jun 9am Dayton vr Wi"ﬁ;g:‘?of;i?\;oo‘eu N 1‘#3:253:%02'%2,’;\, Rachel Wieme, 320-250-7224
; 18-Jun 7:30am Fairfield Harvest M°;g§(‘:§:§:’xgt’ 208178t 1‘?;?;;%'3\/ Ken Fuchs, 509-220-0891
22-Jun 8:30 Spillman Farm Field Day* ; 452'32:]'::::::::l’,‘;’:l:qaa'r']"‘w . 1‘#@2‘:)17',‘2‘22:5\, Morgan Menaker, 704-989-3752
TBD TBD Almira* MeKay se;i’/ﬁt::: o ng o Rd- 1%‘;56‘1;22';\, Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
23-Jun 8:30am Wilke Farm Field Day Witke ReEs,eDaa'::an“;’r':" \‘;’Vg:gg fzt;te Hwy2 1‘%?7253"114% Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
VT Winter Site: 47°41'22.0'N 472122, 0'N
23-Jun 1:30pm Reardan* 117°55'34.0"W 117°55'34.0"W Aaron Esser, 509-659-3210
25-Jun 8:30am WSU Potato Field Day Othello Rese“;::;ﬁ;m N CoxRd e Mark Pavek, 509-335-6861
3-Jul 10am S::;';l\f\;zga . VT sprzn zgofit;;ﬁ?\}v@Ig"N 1‘;%217277%’:',\, Mike Pumphrey, 509-592-5234

*Includes Falling Numbers presentation from Dr. Alison Thompson and Dr. Amber Hauvermale /4

p l-'//" -
. . . . #~ DRYLAND CROPPING
Dates and agendas are subject to change. Please check with event contact or smallgrains.wsu.edu for final schedule / systems TEaAM

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information, or reasonable accommodations need to contact
the coordination person listed under Contact above at the telephone number listed at least two weeks prior to the event. Extension programs and
employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.
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Washington growers plan to plant same as last year

By Jake Liening
Market Development Manager, Washington Grain
Commission

According to the Prospective Plantings Report put out
by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS),
Washington growers intend to plant 2.3 million acres
of wheat in 2026, a number nearly unchanged from last
year. Barley acreage is expected to rise slightly this year
to 72,000 acres. Nationally, NASS projects record-low
wheat acreage of 43.8 million acres, while barley is fore-
cast slightly higher.

Washington wheat acreage overview

Total Wheat: 2.3 million acres, -1.1% year over year,
-0.2% vs. 5-year average (2.3 million acres). Washington
accounts for 5.3% of U.S. prospective wheat plantings.

Winter Wheat: 1.85 million acres, 0% year over year,
+2.2% vs. 5-year average (1.81 million acres). Washington
accounts for 5.7% of U.S. prospective winter wheat
plantings.

Spring Wheat: 450,000 acres, -5.3% year over year,
-91% vs. 5-year average (495,000 acres). Washington
accounts for 4.8% of U.S. prospective spring wheat
plantings.

National context

USS. farmers intend to plant 43.8 million acres of wheat
in 2026, down 3% from 2025, and, if realized, the lowest
all-wheat planted area since records began in 1919.

That total includes:

¢ 32 4 million acres of winter wheat, down 2% from
last year.

* 942 million acres of other spring wheat, down 6%
from 2025 and the lowest since 1970.

e Of the spring wheat total, 8.78 million acres are ex-
pected to be hard red spring.

* Winter wheat acres are made up of about 23.1 million
hard red winter, 5.79 million soft red winter, and 3.54
million white winter.

The report also noted that, if realized, California,
Nebraska, and Virginia would post record-low wheat
planted area, while North Dakota — the nation’s largest
spring wheat-producing state — is expected to plant 4.7
million acres of spring wheat, down 8% from last year.

Washington barley acreage overview

* Acreage: 72,000 acres, +1.4% year over year, -11.6% vs.
5-year average (79,200 acres).

* Washington accounts for 2.9% of national barley
acreage.

National Context

Producers intend to seed 2.35 million acres of barley
for the 2026 crop year, up 2% from the previous year. In
Montana, the largest barley state, acreage is expected
to increase by 3% from last year. Record low acreage is
expected in Utah.

Weather

Washington saw a generally warm winter, includ-
ing early December flooding in western Washington,
followed by a prolonged dry stretch and below-normal
snowpack, raising concerns about spring and summer
water supplies, streamflow, and wildfire risk.

Notably, Washington ranked among the 10 warm-
est winters on record. Snowpack in parts of the region,
including southern Washington, fell to less than 50% of
normal by late January. m
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“rA‘rubber-tracked Caterpillar Challenger pulls a Great Plains 35-3000 grain drill
across:the Patouse. Tracks improve hillside traction andireduce compaction,

.' '-;w._hil'e the flex-frame drilFmaintains depth for uniform emergence.
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USDA forecasts lowest wheat acres since 1919

By T. Randall Fortenbery
Professor and Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair, School of Economic
Sciences, Washington State University

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provided its
first estimates for U.S. wheat markets in the 2026-27 mar-
keting year back in February at their annual Agricultural
Outlook Forum. At that time, they forecast U.S. wheat acres
in 2026 would total 45 million, with just over 81% of those acres being har-
vested (consistent with the historical average of planted to harvested acres).
Combining that with a 20-year trend yield, they estimated the U.S. wheat crop
would total 1.86 billion bushels this year, down about 6.3% from last year’s
harvest. In January, prior to USDA’s outlook conference, I had estimated total
U.S. wheat acres in 2026 would be 43.4 million. Both USDA and my forecasts
were made based on USDA's estimates of winter wheat acres planted last
fall, but before any data was collected from farmers concerning spring wheat
intentions

On March 31, USDA released its Prospective Plantings report, which pro-
vides estimates of crop acres for the 2026 harvest based on farmer surveys.
For wheat, this includes the earlier estimates of winter wheat planted and
producers’ expectations (in March) of the number of spring wheat acres they
will plant. Based on the surveys, USDA amended its forecast of total wheat
acres for 2026 to 43.8 million, about halfway between my January forecast and
USDA’s February forecast. Even though the new USDA forecast is above what
I anticipated last January, it still represents the lowest U.S. wheat acres since
1919 (Figure 1).

Figure 1: U.S. wheat acres
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If we take the new planted acres
estimate and make the same as-
sumptions concerning harvested
acreage percentage and trend yields
adopted by USDA last February, we
get a total U.S. wheat production
estimate of 1.802 billion bushels
for 2026, over 9% smaller than last
year’s wheat harvest, and the small-
est crop since 2022.

If U.S. wheat yields match the
20-year trend this year, then
wheat yields across all classes of
wheat would average 50.8 bushels
per acre. This is lower than aver-
age yields in both 2024 and 2025.
However, for this year, the trend
yield and percentage of harvested
acres estimates may prove too
optimistic.

As of mid-April 2026, five of the
largest 10 winter wheat-producing
states reported significantly poorer
crop conditions this year compared
to 2025 (Figure 2). If winter wheat
conditions in these states do not
improve approaching harvest, we
may see an increase in abandoned
acres (planted acres not harvested
for grain) and yields below the 20-
year trend.

In USDA’s Crop Progress report
issued April 14, Kansas (the largest
wheat-producing state) estimated
that 32% of its 2026 winter wheat
crop ranked in the good and excel-
lent categories. In mid-April 2025,
43% of the Kansas crop was ranked
good to excellent. Montana report-
ed 27% of its current wheat crop as
good to excellent, compared to 59%
a year ago; Oklahoma 10% good
to excellent this year, compared to
44% this time last year; Colorado
16 % good to excellent compared



to 57% in 2025; and Texas 15% this
year compared to 69% in 2025.
Only two states among the top 10
reported significant improvement
in crop conditions compared to last
year. These were Idaho (86% good
to excellent compared to 67% in
2025) and Washington (a whopping
92% good to excellent compared to
69% a year ago).

Combining crop conditions
across the 18 states that account for
90% of all winter wheat production,
the current wheat crop in aggregate
was ranked 34% good to excellent,
compared to 47% in 2025. Most of
the year-over-year deterioration
in wheat conditions is accounted
for by hard red winter wheat-
producing areas. If conditions in
these states do not improve as we
move through the growing season,
we could see some additional price
support coming from supply con-
cerns. If this happens, Washington
growers could benefit from both
improved prices and above-average
yields, given current reported con-
ditions in the Northwest.

One caveat is that early crop
condition reports do not always
provide accurate measures of final
crop yields — a lot can happen over
the next couple of months. For pro-
ducers expecting a positive market
reaction from wheat production
issues, it will be important to moni-
tor USDA’s weekly progress reports
to ensure current concerns are not
offset by improved conditions later
in states with relatively low condi-
tion ratings.

The International Grains Council
(IGC) published its initial world
wheat supply and demand es-
timates for the next marketing
year in mid-March. IGC currently
expects world wheat production to
total 30.2 billion bushels in 2026-27,
down 2.7% from 2025. However, be-
cause beginning stocks for 2026-27

WHEAT WATCH

Figure 2: U.S. winter wheat conditions
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exceed stocks in June 2025, total world wheat supply will only be down about
0.3%. For the U.S,, IGC has forecast a slightly higher production figure than
implied by the most recent USDA acreage estimates, but they still have the
U.S. production down about 6% compared to 2025.

In general, IGC is expecting lower wheat production this year for every ma-
jor wheat exporter. The largest reduction is expected for Argentina (down al-
most 27% from their 2025 wheat harvest) and the smallest for Ukraine (down
3.6% year-over-year). In addition, they are forecasting significant increases in
wheat production from some major wheat buyers, and this leads to their fore-
cast of lower overall wheat trade in the coming marketing year. North Africa,
for example, is projected to increase wheat production this year by over 14%
and Turkey by over 17%.

USDA will update its February estimates of U.S. wheat demand for the
2026-27 marketing year, as well as provide its initial world wheat supply and
demand estimates, on May 12 in the monthly World Agricultural Supply and
Demand Estimates (WASDE).

Current expectations for both world and domestic wheat balance sheets
suggest some improvement in market fundamentals going into the next mar-
keting year and provides some basis to believe wheat prices next year should
be better than the year just ending. However, the balance sheet improvements
do not point to price levels experienced three or four years ago unless we
continue to see a deterioration in crop prospects domestically (specifically
in the hard red winter wheat areas) or among our major export competitors
(Argentina, Canada, or Australia). The market is already pricing in produc-
tion declines for our major competitors, so additional price improvement will
likely require production prospects to fall even further. m

Randy Fortenbery holds the Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair in Grain Economics at
Washington State University. He received his Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from
the University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.
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Reflections on Olympia Days

LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION WAS HIGH POINT | BY LUKE GOETZ, WASHINGTON WHEAT AMBASSADOR

Getting to experience Olympia Days and
everything that it brought forth was an experi-
ence that was not only personally eye-opening,
but also one that made me all the more proud
to come from a community that champions
agriculture. It was really rewarding to see how
a group of farmers and people with farming
backgrounds came together in the name of
advocating for Washington wheat. I couldn’t
help but think it was that image that represents
our government to a “T” — ordinary people
composing and making up their government,
a government by the people for the people.
Whether we were talking about lubricant exemptions, the
dams, or rodenticides, I came out of the two days with a
greater appreciation for the work that both lobbyists and
elected officials do daily.

While I took away a great deal from every interaction
that I had on the Capitol campus, whether it be with an
elected official or administrator, the experience that I took
away the most from was the dinner/social hour reception
with legislators on Monday evening. At this point dur-
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ing Olympia Days, we had already been in
many meetings and had discussed a variety
of meaningful topics and issues that affect
Washington wheat. Needless to say, I was
expecting a time where conversation would be
less focused on our issues and instead be more
candid conversation. What actually occurred
during the reception was the opposite of my
preconceived notions, and I actually garnered
some of the most meaningful conversations
that I had throughout the entirety of Olympia
Days. What made the interactions in the
reception different from those that were held
on the Capitol campus was instead of meeting with one
legislator at a time, there were multiple legislators in the
same room that we got to talk to in a short span of time.
Something that my mom has always told me is that food
brings people together. I kept that in the back of my mind
throughout the night, and it proved to be very true.

One of these meaningful conversations was with Rep.
Kristine Reeves. While eating our hors d'oeuvres, Rep.
Reeves, Isabella (our other wheat ambassador), and 1
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509-534-9088 class8trucks@aol.com
CLASS 8 TRUCKS

New & used DEMCO grain trailers in stock. Available for purchase or rental.

PLEASE CALL for additional details on pricing.

521 N. Eastern Spokane WA www.class8trucksales.com

FULL LINE OF

TRAILERS
aT| OW PRICES

UTILITY
CARHAULER
DECKOVER
GOOSENECK
DUMP
ENCLOSED

3229 10th Street, Lewiston

208-743-0720

Serving All Your Seed Cleaning Needs
Plus Grade Improvement For Specialty
Crops - On-Farm Service Since 1967!

WHEAT ¢ BARLEY + OATS
SPECIALTY CROPS
Plan Ahead — Call NOW Reserve Your Cleaning Date

t}) Trebuset® Teraxxa +) Vayantis’

wireworm treatment

Other Brands Of Seed Treatment Also Available

Custom Seed Conditioning
Cole Schweiger 509-217-9153

FREIGHT HAULING
STORAGE TANKS
FUEL

Baker City, OR
2885 13th Street
541-523-4779

Walla Walla, WA

Chevron

Redmond, OR 1205 N. 14th
213 E. Antler Ave 509-527-3400
541-548-1035 1-800-572-8900
LaGrande, OR Pendleton, OR
804 21st Street 513 S.W. 6th
541-963-4932 541-276-3361

www.byrnesoil.com
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talked through the issues from a more personal perspec-
tive. Having ties to the Moses Lake area and a farming
background, Rep. Reeves understood where we came
from and took the time to listen to us intently, ignoring
the fact that we were high schoolers or assuming that we
didn’t know about agricultural issues or care as much as
others. We talked about everything from the activities we
both are involved in with high school to rodenticides and
the need for them in the exporting of our wheat. Our con-
versation covered a large amount of ground in a way that
helped me understand just how important civil discourse
is in our republic and governmental systems. Even though
on ideological terms we might not have agreed with Rep.
Reeves on every issue or every ideological stance, we took
the time to understand each other’s point of views, we
shared a meal, and we laughed together, resulting in one
of my favorite interactions of the experience as a whole

— an experience that showed me what true commonality
looks like.

That conversation with Rep. Reeves was one of many
meaningful dialogues that Isabella and I had throughout
the reception. Some conversations were more challenging

R-32 by Revolution Drones

b 32 GALLON TA

% 1,600 ACRES
330-pound dry

can cover 1,200 to
1,600 acres per day

@ 43 MPH

with spray swath
width of 45-60 feet

+ Forward LiDAR
engineered for tough
terrain access

and pushed our communication skills more than others,
but each one was rewarding and helped us gain a better
knowledge of our political systems, as well as our own
ideological beliefs and why we believe the way we do.

Personally, I have always had a love for politics, political
strategy, and our political systems, something that only
grew throughout my experience at Olympia Days. But
something also changed. Before, I saw much of my beliefs
as strictly the right against the wrong, and that political
strategy was doing everything to make sure that “the
other side” does not succeed. After the conversations that I
had through Olympia Days, though, I realized that politics
is rather the science of doing your best to convince oth-
ers with the perspectives that you bring to the table. For
me, it is these perspectives, whether it comes from grow-
ing up in a rural landscape, a rural family, or a minority
population of the state, that make my voice important and
worth being heard. I will forever be grateful for Olympia
Days and the interactions that I had as an ambassador for
teaching me these lessons. I will most certainly take them
with me into college and into life, where I will continue to
advocate on behalf of agriculture. m

AG DRONES

B SALES -
B SERVICE il
B SPRAYING
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e
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Spraying, Mapping, Thermal, Multispectral,
Prescription Maps, 2D/3D Imagery,
Field Scouting and Crop Scanning,

XAG cip

The R-32 can accurately spray fertilizers and pesticides while

minimizing chemical waste. The drone can easily navigate
and operate in uneven, muddy, or otherwise inaccessible

7l Terraplex’

PACIFIC NW

areas. This versatility allows you to switch between spraying,
spreading, or heavy-lift tasks as needed, all while helping
you lower your carbon footprint and optimize resource use.

INDUSTRIES BEST WARRANTY

509-287-2900 TerraplexPNW.com
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These dollars will be used to suﬁpol; ; j‘

candidates that understand.-,what; i
is crltlcal to our mdustny al?d '

Political ad vocacy is Why Support the Washington Wheat PAC?
something many Of us Washington farmers are losing ground politically! The

ability to protect our interests is slowly dwindling.

think we can never get Washington wheat producers need elected officials
involved i"' the Washington who know and understand the industry. Without
’

these relationships our ability to remain competitive

Wheat PAC is out is at risk. During the legislative session, thousands of
h h bills are introduced; many not favorable to farming.
toc ange that. Now is the time for the industry to join together and
proactively influence legislation that directly impacts
The Washington Wheat PAC is a nonpartisan political the Washington wheat producer.
action committee that is dedicated to supporting
ag-friendly candidates. Please join our efforts by financially supporting
the Washington Wheat PAC. Your contribution will
The Washington Wheat PAC pledges to promote and strengthen the network of elected officials who
support elected officials from all parts of the state that understand the wheat industry’s goals and objectives
positively influence agriculture. by fighting for what is critical to the livelihood of our
members.

Protect your interests by supporting farm-friendly candidates
who can make a difference in Olympia.

( DONATION PROMISE \
Yes, | would like to join with the Washington Wheat PAC’s vision and support their actions with my donation.
Name:

Address:
Phone:
Email:

Donation amount:

When you make a donation to the Washington Wheat PAC, you are investing in the future of agriculture in Washington State.

Please send form along with payment to PO Box 184, Ritzville, WA 99169. Checks should be made out to the Washington Wheat PAC.
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Meet the 2030 agricultural CEO

By Dr. David M. Kohl
Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tech

American farms and ranches,
which now number under 2 million,
are operating in an economic envi-
ronment characterized by chaotic ex-
tremes. This creates both challenges
and opportunities requiring a high
level of management skill.

Some operations are specialized
single enterprises, such as grain, row
crops, specialty crops, or large-scale
livestock businesses. These busi-
nesses are often export-dependent,
where lowest global breakeven lev-
els determine sustainable success.

Others are more diversified, with
a mix of crops, livestock, and value-
added businesses. These operations,
often close to consumer trends, tend
to generate a positive bottom line
regardless of size, tenure, or the
complexity of the agricultural busi-
ness model.

In either case, the owners, manag-
ers, and CEOs of today’s agricultural

Sponsored by the
Agricultural Marketing
& Management
Organization.

For more information and
a schedule of classes visit
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

AMMO

Agricultural Marketing & Management Organlesthon
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businesses will need skill sets far different from those of previous generations.
The “trifecta” or the power of three, will be the game changer, often defining
positive outcomes in both business and life.

Consider some sports analogies where the number three plays a pivotal role.
Babe Ruth, who wore number three, is arguably the greatest baseball player of
all time and even recorded a rare triple play. In football, a three-point field goal
can determine a championship. In basketball, Stephen Curry’s three-point shot
has transformed the game at all levels.

In agriculture, the trifecta, an integrated skill set of Business IQ (Management
Mindset), EQ (Emotional Intelligence), and AQ (Adaptability), will be critical for
success.

Business IQ (Management Mindset)

The first component of the agriculture trifecta is Business IQ or Management
Mindset.

The four pillars of Business IQ are imperative in a rapidly changing and
evolving agricultural industry. At the top of the list is production excellence,
emphasizing efficiency and competitive economic margins.

Next is cost management, with close attention to agricultural budgets that
are monitored for continuous improvement. The third pillar is a wide array of
risk management programs, interspersed with proactive marketing strategies
that capitalize on profit windows and mitigate losses when cycles and markets
present headwinds. This has assisted the agricultural industry to circumvent a
repeat of the 1980s farm crisis.

The final pillar is capital and human resource efficiency. Carefully scrutiniz-
ing machinery, equipment, facilities, and the productivity of rented and owned
land is an ongoing process. Evaluating the human element, from employees to
management, is essential when positioning the business for a sustainable bot-
tom line.

EQ (Emotional Intelligence)

The next component of the trifecta is emotional intelligence (EQ), which has
been rapidly emerging as younger farmers and ranchers enter the industry.
Historically, farmers and ranchers were independent and often preferred not to
deal with people. Now and in the future, interdependence through collabora-
tion with others is quickly emerging.

Successful businesses assemble productive teams by focusing on the three
“As: hire for attitude, train for aptitude, and hold people accountable, especially
family members and friends. Ongoing proactive education is critical to staying
abreast of innovation and developing the human skills necessary for a produc-
tive and profitable business.

Next, and most important, is assembling a team that combines warriors and
worriers. The warriors push the envelope with new methods and ideas. The
worriers, on the other hand, provide checks and balances, bringing processes



and critical thinking to ensure both short- and long-term
goals are achieved.

AQ (Adaptability Quotient)

Third, a difference maker that is quickly evolving in an
economy full of twists and turns, is business AQ focusing
on adaptability and performing when conditions are not
ideal or when the business and economic cycle shifts in
your favor. More specifically, AQ is the ability to assess,
adapt, and, most importantly, be held accountable for strat-
egies and actions.

FAMILY OPERATED 23}

FUELING EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1959

YOUR LOCAL
SOURCE FOR
LUBRICANTS &
BULK FUELS

PURF_%

PERFORMANCE
=

509-926-9595 ¢« ELJAYOIL.COM

THE BOTTOM LINE

A high AQ business will develop alternatives, i.e., plans
A, B, C, and D, and, in some instances, a clearly defined
exit plan if performance is not up to standards. An AQ-
driven business will often follow the “fail fast principle,”
responding to failures quickly and, more importantly,
avoiding repetition of the same mistakes. AQ is especially
critical when a business is in transition or requires adjust-
ments for growth.

An apprenticeship culture that integrates the next
generation, whether family members or individuals from
outside the family, into the existing business culture is
also very important. What separates a high AQ business is
its proactive adaptability to changing technology, policy,
and markets. Innovation and resilience during down-
turns, when adversity arises from price, cost, weather, and
market changes, are key variables. Agility and nimbleness
when opportunity knocks are also defining attributes.

Integration: Where the magic happens

Elite owners and managers combine all three dimen-
sions of IQ, EQ, and AQ to form the trifecta, which is
the game changer in building legacies and champions.
Whether in sports or agricultural businesses, success is
defined by this integration. m

Dr. David Kohl is an academic hall-of-famer in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va.
Dr. Kohl is a sought-after educator of lenders, producers and
stakeholders with his keen insight into the agriculture industry
gained through extensive travel, research and involvement in
ag businesses.

This content was provided by Ag\/\fest @

WASHINGTON
WHEAT
FOUNDATION
ANNEX

(INRITZVILLE, WASH.)

Rental Includes:

Seats 100 « Full service kitchen « Wi-Fi « 2 large screens
Free coffee and tea « Pull out wall divider « Free parking
18 x 22 lobby to gather or serve buffet
Separate board meeting room (seats 12)

$150/DAY PLUS $50 CLEANING DEPOSIT

Contact Keri Gingrich
at the Washington Wheat Foundation rental line

(509) 659-0610 _—
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= Photo by Christal Hoeft.

== Savannah Hoeft (4) enjoying lunch out by the combine
- with dad, Logan Hoeft, at Hoeft farms in Walla Walla.

(Above) Mallory PeVore (14) getting some combine == s
driving in with dad, Parin PeVore, in Ritzville. Photo by ===

Parin DeVore. (Below) Atter harvest near Waukon. :
' Photo by Marlena Falk.
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All dates and times are subject to change.
Please verify event before heading out.

MAY 2026

2-3 RENAISSANCE FAIR. Music, en-
tertainment, food, arts and crafts and
maypole dances. East City Park, Moscow,
Idaho. moscowrenfair.org

3 BLOOMSDAY. Spokane, Wash.
bloomsdayrun.org

9 WINTHROP ‘49ER DAYS. Parade, live
music, and dancing. Winthrop, Wash.
winthropwashington.com/events/
old-west-festival/

9-16 SPOKANE LILAC FESTIVAL. Car
show, parade, marathon.
spokanelilacfestival.org/

12 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

13-14 WASHINGTON GRAIN
COMMISSION BOARD MEETING.
Meeting begins at 10 a.m. on Wednesday
and 8:30 a.m. on Thursday at the com-
mission building at 2702 W. Sunset
Boulevard, Spokane, Wash. Contact
wgc@wagrains.org for more information
or access to the virtual meeting.

15-17 SELAH COMMUNITY DAYS.
Carnival, car show, entertainment, ven-
dors. Selah, Wash. selahdays.com

15-17 WAITSBURG CELEBRATION
DAYS. Classic car show, cornhole tourna-
ment, fun run, vendors, parade, soap box
derby, music. Waitsburg, Wash.
waitsburged.com

21-24 MOSES LAKE SPRING FEST.
Three on three basketball tournament,
car show, parade, carnival, entertain-
ment. McCosh Park in Moses Lake, Wash.
springfestivalinmoseslake.com

22-24 LAST STAND RODEO. Cowboy
breakfast, parade, entertainment. Coulee
City, Wash. laststandrodeo.com

23 WATERVILLE COMMUNITY GARAGE
SALE. Event runs from 8 a.m. to ap-
proximately 3 p.m. Maps and a list of
addresses will be available for pick up on

W. Locust Street. The event is sponsored
by Waterville Main Street Association.
historicwatervillewa.org/

27-28 METHOW VALLEY RODEO.
Saddle brong, bareback, bulls, barrel
racing, team roping and junior events.
Held at the rodeo grounds, about halfway
between Twisp and Winthrop.
methowvalleyrodeo.com

2 WHEAT COLLEGE. AMMO workshop
featuring Dennis Pennington from
Michigan State University. Registration
starts at 9 a.m. Preregister by calling (509)
659-0610. No charge, and lunch will be
provided. Palouse Empire Fairgrounds in
Colfax, Wash.

4 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Horse Heaven, Wash., at 8 a.m. For
information call Mike Pumphrey at (509)
592-5234 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

5 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Walla Walla, Wash., at 10 a.m. For infor-
mation call Rachel Wieme at (320) 250-
7224 or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/

5 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Eureka, Wash., at 1:30 p.m. For informa-

tion call Rachel Wieme at (320) 250-7224

or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/

6 REARDAN MULE DAYS. Three on three
basketball tournament, poker ride, car
show, parade, vendors. Reardan, Wash.
reardanmuledays.com

6 ROSALIA BATTLE DAYS. Community
festival, parade, car show, vendors
market, pin-up contest, fun run, kids ac-
tivities, family games and more. Rosalia,
Wash. rosaliabattledays.info

9 PENDLETON STATION FIELD DAY.
Event begins at 7:45 a.m. at Pendleton
Station on Tubbs Ranch Road outside
Pendleton, Ore. For information call
Debbie Sutor at (541) 278-4405.

10 MORO FIELD DAY. Event begins at
7:45 a.m. at Sherman Station on Lone
Rock Road outside Moro, Ore. For infor-
mation call Debbie Sutor at (541) 278-4405.

10 U OF | WEED SCIENCE FIELD DAY.

Event begins at 7:45 a.m. at Parker Farm
in Moscow, Idaho. For information call
Joan Campbell at (208) 885-7730.

11 LIND FIELD DAY. Event begins at
8:30 a.m. at the WSU Dryland Research
Center in Lind, Wash. For information
call Samantha Crow at (509) 677-3671 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

12 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Harrington, Wash,, at 10 a.m. For infor-
mation call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210
or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/

12 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash.
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

12-13 DEMOLITION DERBY
EXTRAVAGANZA. Combine demolition
derby, parade, barbecue. Lind, Wash.
lindcombinederby.com

13 SNAKE RIVER FAMILY FESTIVAL.
Celebrate the lifeblood of the Palouse and
a free lunch and ice cream, live music,
favorite exhibitors, and kids’ activities.
Boyer Park and Marina, Colfax, Wash.,

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. portwhitman.com/
snake-river-family-festival

17 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Spring canola. Mayview, Wash., at 8:30
a.m. For info call Jesse Ford at (509) 990-
6316 or smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

17 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Winter and spring cereals. Mayview,
Wash., at 9:30 a.m. For information call
Morgan Menaker at (704) 989-3752 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

18 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Dayton, Wash., at 9 a.m. For information
call Rachel Wieme at (320) 250-7224 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety

18 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP TOUR.
Fairfield, Wash., at 7:30 a.m. For informa-
tion call Ken Fuchs at (509) 220-0891 or
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/

19-21 ALL WHEELS WEEKEND. Car
show, music, food. Dayton, Wash.
historicdayton.com/all-wheels-weekend

19-21 WENATCHEE RIVER BLUEGRASS
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FESTIVAL. Adults/children work-
shops, food, vendors, live music.
Chelan County Expo Center in
Cashmere, Wash.
cashmereconcerts.com/festival/

20 SPRINT BOAT RACING. Enjoy 5
grass terraces, two beer gardens and
a great atmosphere to watch fantastic -
racing in St. John, Wash. Fun for the |, -
entire family! Bring the lawn chairs,
sunscreen and blankets. 10 am. to
5:30 p.m. or until racing is finished.
webbsslough.com or (509) 553-1014.

20-27 UNION GAP OLD TOWN
DAYS. Washington state’s biggest civil

t HANDS r‘
war reenactment. Trading post, black-
smith shop, train rides, games and

wagon tours. Fullbright Park in Union F E W E R
Gap, Wash. centralwaagmuseum.org/ w I I u N D O F F

&

old-town-days-union-gap.asp
20 SLIPPERY GULCH DAYS. Chamber

¥ ot

- J
i v bromonte Tcn, | NN X4 ki
Wash. slipperygulch.com
22 SPILLMAN FARM FIELD DAY. Consistency builds confidence. Which means when you
&’;i.%i%ﬁfg;iﬁgﬁﬁfdlélrl;in’ work with us, you don’t have to worry about being passed
Menaker at (704) 989-3752 or from desk to desk; you'll work with a banker who knows
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/ your business and stays with you through every phase.
23 WILKE FARM FIELD DAY. . . . .
Davenport, Wash, at 830 a.m. For info Stepping up for businesses is what we do with
call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210 or higher loan limits, treasury management tools and
smallgrains.wsu.edu/variety/ experienced bankers, all to help keep you ahead.
23 WSU VARIETY TESTING CROP And best of all, it's provided by a local team
TOUR. Reardan, Wash,, at 1:30 p.m. For that answers the phone when you call.

info call Aaron Esser at (509) 659-3210
or smallgrainswsu.edu/variety/ m

‘. Talk with a relationship
banker today (509) 462-0339

Submissions

Listings must be received by
the 10th of each month for the
next month’s Wheat Life. Email

e h RELATIONSHIPS YOU
listings to editor@wawg.org. CAN COUNT ON.

Include date, time and location
of event, plus contact info and a

short description. wheatland.bank

C(wheatland

DIVISION OF ba n k
GLACIER BANK

& wic
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Adams Tractor Edward Jones
Eljay Oil
AgraSyst Farm & Home Supply Spectrum Crop Development ...
AgWest Farm Credit Gateway Materials & Trailers State Bank NW
Albaugh Great Plains Equipment T &S Sales
Bank of Eastern Washington Helena Agri Terraplex Pacific NW

Butch Booker Jess Ford The McGregor Company
Byrnes Oil Company Jones Truck & Implement Valley Wide Coop

Central Machinery Sales Kincaid Real Estate Vantage PNW

Chipman & Taylor Limagrain Cereal Seeds Western Insurance

Class 8 Trucks North Pine Ag Equipment Wheatland Bank

CO Energy Northwest First Realtors Washington Crop Improvement
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson PNW Farmers Cooperative Association

Coleman Oil Pomeroy Grain Growers Younker Brothers

Country Financial ProGene

Custom Seed Conditioning R & H Machine

Thank you to all of our advertisers.
Support those who support your industry. v



NEW NAME, SAME INCREDIBLE PRODUCT
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When stress hits haird,iRPMTM foliar phosphite helps crops PHITE back harder:

RPM hits fast, giving plants the resilience to take a punch, recover quickly,

and stay in the fight all season.
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Ready. Phite. No Mercy.
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There's a new top dog in weed control. Tolvera® herbicide brings real bite to your
operation with two modes of action—bromoxynil and tolpyralate, an active ingredient
new to the cereals market—to unleash powerful control of kochia, foxtails, barnyardgrass,
resistant waterhemp, wild buckwheat and mustards without relying on ALS or auxin
modes of action. The best part? A nine-month plant-back gives you the freedom to

rotate to the crop with the most profit potential and fetch bigger returns.

I"""'.-' WIS hd b

Tolvera’ /

HERBICIDE

Visit us at: Corteva.com/LeashOnWeeds E h.:i"' E
@ c o R T E VA"I ™® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Tolvera® is not registered for

agriscience sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is
; A - 1
registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions. E
©2026 Corteva. 036085 BR (01/26) CAAG5CRLS060
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CORTEVA

agriscience

Visit us at: Corteva.com/LeashOnWeeds

™® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Tolvera® is not registered for
sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is
registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions.
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